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THE    BAil   OF    NEW   YOKK,    1792-1892' 

E  TOCQUEVILLE,  in  his  great  work  on  the  United  States, 
ooninients  upon  the  exceptional  position  occupied  by  the  Bar 
in  tile  L'nited  States,  and  concludes  that  the  profession  in  our 
country  constitutes  an  aristocracy.  In  one  sense,  probably 
the  one  in  which  it  was  intended,  the  remark  is  true.  In  every  free 
country  the  Bar  constitutes,  and  necessarily  must,  an  order  of  unusiuil 
importance.  Its  function  in  peace  is  similar  to  that  of  the  army  in 
war,  viz. :  to  defend  society  and  to  guard  tlie  general  welfare. 
Whether  special  privileges  are,  or  are  not,  conceded  in  terms  to  such  a 
body  of  men,  enlightened  opinion  must  realize  its  value  and  rely  upon 
its  service.  It  is  the  natural  organ  by  which  outraged  law  protests 
against  tyranny,  whether  from  above  or  below ;  the  sentinel  and 
advance  post  which  signals  danger  and  warns  the  community  of 
impending  peril.  The  chosen  men  who  gather  around  a  monarch  as 
the  fountain  of  honor  shine  with  reflected  lustre  because  of  their 
proximity  to  the  royal  person.  So  it  is  with  the  Bar.  Its  members 
and  they  alone  can  serve  in  the  Temple  of  Justice  and  see  that  due 
reverence  is  paid  to  the  only  recognized  sovereign,  the  Law.  To  be 
the  mouthpiece  of  that  sovereign,  to  expound  his  decrees,  to  stand, 
firmly  by  his  throne,  to  protect  his  dignity,  this  is  no  mean  function. 
Take  away  the  sanction  of  the  Law  and  nothing  is  left  in  Pandora's 
box  ;  least  of  all  Freedom,  for  Freedom  without  the  Law  ceases  to  be 
anything  of  value.  It  changes  its  name  and  is  not  worth  preserving. 
The  history  of  free  government  shows  the  truth  of  this  so  clearly  that 
illustration  drawn  from  the  past  records  becomes  unnecessary. 
Whether  an  unwholesome  transition  has  not  already  begun  is  another 
and  far  different  question. 

It  may  be  that  Plutocracy  is  gradually  displacing  the  profession  of 
the  Law.  There  are  signs  that  point  in  that  direction,  but  thus  far 
the  peril  has  only  been  a  threat  and  not  a  reality.  With  scarcely  an 
exception  every  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  a  lawyer  by 
profession;  the  two  candidates  now  before  the  people'  have  been 
eminent  as  members  of  the  Bar  ;  Senators  and  Representatives  are 
almost  universally  trained  and  reputable  lawyers,  and  if  it  be  true  that 
a  practice  has  of  late  years  been  growing,  in  remote  States,  to  confer 

■  Mr.  Frederic  R.  Coudert.  having  been  invited  l)y  nie     and  to  wliich  we  are  jileased  to  <;ive  a  place  in  onr 
to  prepare  a  paper  for  tliis  work,  sent  a  copy  of  this      pages,  Richard  II.  Cl.vrke. 

interesting  paper,  which  had  previonsly  been  publis^hed,         >  President  Cleveland  and  General  Harrison. 
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liigli  legislative  offices  on  men  of  wealth  because  they  are  able  and 
willing  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  serving  the  public,  these  are  but 
rare  exceptions.  We  may  still  truly  say  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  last  one  hundred  years  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  legal  profession.  As  we  have  prospered  and  grown  on  a  scale  of 
greatness  heretofore  unknown,  it  may  not  be  a  reckless  instance  of 
deductive  reasoning  to  suggest  that  government  by  law,  as  adminis- 
tered by  lawyers,  is  the  best  that  has  thus  far  been  tried.  Some 
persons,  in  other  respects  rational,  claim  that  our  progress  is  due  to 
paternal  government  protection.  It  may  be  curious  to  speculate  upon 
the  effect  of  a  possible  combination  of  free  trade  and  lawyers  in  office 
as  common  factors  in  the  future  prosperity  of  our  country,  but  this 
would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose. 

True,  Washington  was  not  a  lawyer,  at  least  so  far  as  I  am  informed. 
Probably  there  Avere  many  occasions  in  which  this  chasm  in  his  early 
training  was  to  him  a  source  of  deep  but  unavailing  regret.  But  the 
necessity  for  a  legal  training  was  not  as  obvious  in  his  day  as  it  has 
been  since  his  great  service  to  the  nation. 

The  seeds  of  our  Revolution  were  sown  and  cultivated  by  the  law- 
yers, who  plainly  saw  that  the  struggle  must  come.  The  youthful 
giant  was  stretching  his  young  and  awkward  limbs  and  fretting  at  the 
shackles  which  bound  him  and  checked  his  growth.  He  was  uneasy, 
then  impatient,  and  hnally  angry.  He  was  slow  to  wrath,  but  when  he 
was  at  length  moved  to  righteous  indignation  the  lawyers  told  him  why 
he  was  justified  in  his  complaints  :  they  taught  him  the  duty  of  resist- 
ance ;  they  encouraged  him  in  its  assertion  ;  they  instructed  him  as  to 
his  rights  and  helped  him  by  voice  and  pen,  and  often  too  with  musket 
and  sword,  to  vindicate  his  dignity  by  claiming  his  independence. 
Years  before  the  war  broke  out  the  lawyers  of  Boston  and  New  York 
had  formed  societies  to  discuss  the  great  questions  that  agitated  the 
l)ublic  mind.  The  Sodality  of  Boston  was  one  of  these,  composed  not 
of  striplings  trying  their  young  voices  on  their  neighbors  and  practic- 
ing their  ai'ts  on  open-mouthed  rustics,  but  men  of  years  and  standing, 
like  John  Adams  and  James  Otis  ;  earnest,  thoughtful,  patriotic,  and 
wise  men  who  might  well  assume  to  act  as  self-constituted  pedagogues 
of  a  young  and  rising  community.  The  "Moot"  was  another,  which 
had  its  headquarters  in  New  York,  and  consisted  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
of  the  State.  Their  debates  were  of  great  importance,  and  their 
opinions  so  highly  valued  that  counsel  often  cited  them  as  bearing 
upon,  illustrating,  and  establishing  the  law.  In  one  case  it  is  recorded 
that  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  New  York  referred  a  difficult 
point  of  law  to  the  Moot  for  its  opinion. 

There  were  many  conspicuous  men  at  the  Bar  as  the  last  century 
closed  and  the  present  one  displaced  it — men  of  unsurpassed  ability 
and  indeijendent  character.  The  war  that  had  Just  ended  was  a  train- 
ing school  that  kept  its  influence  for  many  years,  indeed  until  the  next 
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conflict  revived  the  warlike  spirit  and  made  the  peaceful  disputes  of 
the  forum  seem  tame  and  unprofitable. 

What  young  lawyer  of  to-day  has  ever  heard  of  Egbert  Benson, 
Brockholst  Livingston,  John  Lansing,  Melancthon  Smith,  or  .foseph 
Ogden  Hoffman  ?  And  yet  they  were  learned,  elocpient,  honorable,  and 
patriotic  men.  They  were  giants  wliile  they  lived,  and  did  much  to 
settle  important  questions  for  the  generations  to  come.  They  served 
the  public  as  well  as  their  clients,  faithfully  and  well ;  but  the  law- 
yei''s  fame  is  evanescent  as  the  speech  that  makes  it.  His  contempo- 
raries bear  testimony  to  his  merits,  but  when  he  has  passed  from  the 
scene  of  his  labors  his  glory  sleeps  with  his  perishable  body. 

Seeming  exceptions  there  are  to  this,  but  exceptions  only  in  appear- 
ance. The  names  of  the  two  greatest  lawyers,  the  acknowledged 
leaders  of  the  bar  of  one  hundred  years  ago,  still  live,  but  only  because 
the  men  who  bore  them  have  entered  into  history  in  a  jjublic  capacity, 
and  because  their  names  are  bound  together  in  one  bloody  tragedy. 
Alexander  Hamilton  and  Aaron  Burr  were  the  leaders  in  their  day. 
Hamilton  especially  enjoyed  an  imdisputed  title  to  pre-eminence. 
Chancellor  Kent,  in  an  address  delivered  in  1836,  speaks  of  him  in 
terms  of  unstinted  admiration.  "Among  all  his  brethren,"  he  says, 
"Colonel  Hamilton  was  undisputably  jire-eminent."  This  was  univer- 
sally conceded.  He  rose  at  once  to  the  loftiest  heights  of  "  professional 
eminence  by  his  profound  penetration,  his  power  of  analysis,  the  com- 
prehensive grasp  and  strength  of  his  understanding,  and  the  firmness, 
frankness,  and  integrity  of  his  character.  AVe  may  say  of  him  in 
reference  to  his  associates,  as  was  said  of  Papinian,  Omnes  longo  post 
se  intereallo  reUnxpierit." 

Such  praise  as  this,  coming  from  such  a  source,  is  sufficient  to  place 
Hamilton  on  the  pinnacle  of  professional  fame.  It  is,  however,  the 
gallant  soldier,  the  friend  of  Washington,  the  writer  of  the  Federalist^ 
the  founder  of  our  financial  system  and  the  victim  of  Burr's  pistol, 
who  is  really  recalled  by  tradition  and  who  will  be  remembered  by 
remote  posterity.  He  might  otherwise  be  discovered  only  by  the 
patient  exj^lorer  into  those  musty  records  that  history  half  scornfully 
glances  at,  to  mitigate  the  dryness  of  more  important  themes.  Who 
will  care  to  know,  a  generation  hence,  that  Hamilton '  made  a  great 
speech  in  Croswell's  case,  or  that  he  argued  with  success,  fifty  years 
before  Erskine,  that  the  jury  in  a  libel  case  were  the  judges  of  the  law 
as  well  as  of  the  facts  ? 

Nor  can  it  be  said  that  Burr's  name  would  arouse  an  echo  of  even 
passing  interest  but  for  the  part  he  took  in  great  events,  wherein  he 
showed  his  consummate  ability  and  absolute  indifference  to  principle. 
As  the  would-be  usurper  of  the  Presidency,  as  Jefferson's  Vice-Presi- 
dent, as  the  defendant  in  a  great  treason  trial,  and  as  the  slayer  of 

*  This,  however,  was  .•i/((//'«iW  naimlton,  whose  fame  was  only  that  of  a  lawyer,  and  hence  has  passed  into 
oblivion. 
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Hamilton,  his  place  is  fixed  forever  beyond  the  destructive  processes 
of  time.  Unfortunately  for  him,  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as  posthumous 
misfortune,  he  will  not  be  forgotten. 

These  two  men,  great  lawyers  as  they  were,  cannot  therefore  be 
cited  as  exceptions  to  the  rule.  If  they  had  been  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  tin  plate  thej^  would  have  been  equally  (if  not  more)  con- 
spicuous, provided  other  elements  of  their  fame  had  concurred  to  make 
them  prominent. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  lawyers  whom  I  have  named,  Brock- 
hoist  Livingston,  became  subsequently  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Hunt,  in  his  charming  biography  of  Edward 
Livingston,  narrates  an  incident  in  the  other  Livingston's  life  which  is 
very  characteristic  of  the  times,  and  for  that  reason  deserves  repetition 
here.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  bit  of  a  wag— this  was  of  course 
before  he  was  placed  on  the  bench — and  amused  himself  on  a  certain 
occasion  in  writing  an  account  of  a  political  meeting,  which  had  been 
attended  by  some  of  his  political  adversaries.  These  he  sought  in  turn 
to  ridicule.  His  raillery  seems  to  us  at  this  day  quite  harmless.  He 
«poke  of  a  Mr.  Fish  as  a  stripling  about  forty-eight  years  old,  and  of  a 
Mr.  Jones  as  "  Master  Jimmy  Jones,  another  stripling  aboiit  sixty." 
Why  Messrs.  Jones  and  Fish  should  have  resented  so  mild  a  form  of 
pleasantry  does  not  appear,  but  they  did  feel  very  deeply  whatever 
sting  there  may  have  been  in  these  mysterious  imputations.  They 
demanded  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Livingston  while  he  was  walking  on 
the  Battery  with  his  wife  and  children.  The  explanation  does  not 
appear  to  have  suited  Mr.  Jones,  who  proceeded  to  chastise  Mr. 
Livingston  with  a  cane,  whereupon  Mr.  Livingston  became,  in  his  turn, 
■dissatisfied  and  gave  evidence  thereof  by  challenging  and  killing  Mr. 
Jones,  after  which  performance  he  felt  at  liberty  to  resume  his  prome- 
nade, enfamille,  on  the  Battery,  which  he  did  without  further  moles- 
tation. Mr.  Jones  having  been  removed  in  this  summary  but  orthodox 
fashion,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  Mr.  Livingston  from  reaching 
high  political  preference.  He  accordingly  became  shortly  after  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

This  gentle  toleration  of  a  duelist  who  had  killed  an  adversary  is  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  treatment  of  Burr  after  he  had  killed 
Hamilton.  Certainly  the  provocation  in  the  latter  case  was  real,  the 
fashion  of  dueling  was  still  recognized  as  a  legitimate  mode  of  settling 
differences  between  gentlemen,  both  men  were  tried  and  brave  soldiers, 
accustomed  to  face  death  without  flinching,  and  the  fight  was  a  fair 
one,  in  which  the  regular  forms  were  minutely  observed.  And  yet 
Burr  became  practically  an  outcast,  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  life 
in  friendless  solitude.  He  was  punished  for  his  other  offenses  ;  not 
for  the  venial  sin  of  dueling.  The  man  whom  he  happened  to  kill 
was  an  eminent  citizen,  honorable  and  respected.  If  Hamilton  had 
slain  Burr  his  own  social  and  professional  standing  would  probably 
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have  remained  iiniiiipaiicd  ;  possibly  it  might  have  received  something 
of  increased  dignity.  But  Hamilton  enjoyed  a  good  character  and 
Burr  did  not.  The  moral  of  this  seems  to  be  that  before  a  man  deter- 
mines to  commit  an  offense  against  the  law  lie  should  be  sure  that  his 
character  is  good.  If  his  character  is  bad,  the  risk  is  greatly  enlianced. 
The  jury  or  the  public,  as  the  case  may  be,  will  convict  him  of  some- 
thing. Sir  Jonas  Barrington  assures  his  readers  that  a  man  was  once 
convicted  at  the  Irish  Assizes  of  murder,  although  the  victim  came 
into  court  apparently  alive  and  ready  to  swear  that  he  had  not  l)een 
killed.  They  were  then  about  retiring,  and  in  spite  of  the  judge,  did 
so.  They  explained  their  verdict  of  guilty  by  saying  that  while  they 
knew  that  he  had  not  killed  that  particular  man,  they  also  knew  that 
he  had  stolen  a  cow  that  belonged  to  one  of  the  jurors,  and  they  might 
not  find  another  and  so  good  a  chance  to  hang  him. 

It  is,  of  course,  the  fashion  to  decry  the  Bar  of  to-day  and  to  cite 
illustrious  examples  in  the  past  to  shame  the  advocates  and  practi- 
tioners of  our  own  time.  But  this  is  natural  enough  ;  at  least  it  has 
been  universal.  Those  who  look  back  upon  the  men  and  things  of  a 
past  generation,  to  which  their  own  life  was  linked,  the  memory  of 
wliich  comes  back  with  the  joyousness  of  departed  youth,  will  always 
find  a  fitting  theme  for  mournful  retrospection  in  the  degeneracy  of 
the  times.  Imagination,  iincontrolled,  joins  hands  with  vain  regret ; 
tlie  harsh  contours  of  unpleasant  fact  are  smoothed  into  beauty  by  the 
softening  process  of  uncounted  years,  and  grow  beautiful  in  proportion 
as  our  vision  grows  dim.  Chancellor  Kent  himself  indulged  in  this 
pessimistic  fashion  of  reviewing  the  past.  In  the  lecture  above  cited  he 
mournfully  descants  upon  the  "  tendency  of  things  at  present  to  disen- 
chant the  profession  of  much  of  its  attraction.  The  spirit  of  the  age," 
he  says,  "is  restless  and  presumptuous  and  revolutionary!  The 
rapidly  increasing  appetite  for  wealth,  the  inordinate  taste  for  luxury 
which  it  engenders,  the  vehement  spirit  of  si^eculation,  are  so  many 
bad  symptoms  of  a  diseased  state  of  the  public  mind."  Who  would 
have  believed  that  our  professional  forerunners  were  afflicted  with 
such  fearful  propensities  ?  Good,  great,  venerable  gentlemen  we 
supposed  them  to  be,  eminently  respectable  from  the  top  of  their  bald 
heads  to  the  soles  of  their  gaitered  feet,  moving  with  decorous  delib- 
eration from  their  shabby  office  to  their  uptown  residence  in  Prince  or 
Houston  street  for  dinner,  returning  to  work  until  supper  time, 
unmolested  by  telephones,  undisturbed  by  telegraphs,  ignorant  of 
messenger  boys,  living  in  happy  though  unconscious  immunity  from 
stenographers,  interviewers,  law  reporters,  daily  law  journals,  and 
other  scources  of  unhappiness :— to  think  that  the  virus  of  avarice, 
gambling,  selfishness,  and  the  like  had  polluted  their  simple  and 
virtuous  natures !  Perhaps,  after  all,  we  may  be  better  than  they,  for 
we  have  to  contend  against  all  these  insidious  foes,  and  yet  we  still 
exist  as  a  body,  and  upon  the  whole  may  claim,  in  comparison  with 
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the  rest  of  the  community,  to  constitute  a  very  respectable  class  of 
citizens. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  merits  or  shortcomings  of  the  Bar 
when  Chancellor  Kent  spoke  thus  mournfully,  there  was  a  class  of 
young  men  coming  to  the  front,  than  which  the  history  of  our  Bar 
offers  nothing  more  admirable.  From  1835  to  1870  our  roll  was  bright 
with  splendid  names  and  our  courts  filled  with  life  and  learning. 
Charles  O'Conor  was  then  at  his  best,  the  facile  princeps  of  the 
profession  in  his  mastery  of  the  principles  that  underlie  the  law,  and 
in  his  incisive  ability  to  communicate  to  others  what  he  had  first  made 
clear  to  himself ;  Cutting,  with  his  sj^lendid  presence  and  perfect 
mastery  of  the  commercial  law  ;  Brady,  the  orator,  lawyer,  poet,  wit ; 
George  Wood,  the  massive  expounder  of  all  the  learning  that  related 
to  trusts  and  real  property ;  Evarts,  polished,  self-possessed,  keen 
witted,  the  hero  of  the  three  great  cases  of  our  generation — the  John- 
son impeachment,  the  Tilden  election  case  of  1876,  the  Geneva  arbitra- 
tion case  ;  Fullerton,  the  peerless  examiner  and  cross-examiner — both 
of  these  last  still  ready  with  memory  intact  to  tell  of  the  great  battles 
which  they  fought  and  the  giants  that  they  met ;  David  Dudley  Field, 
aggressive,  earnest,  impressive,  relentless,  and  like  Achilles  that  Horace 
describes : 

Impiger  iracundus  inexordbilis  acer. 

He,  too,  is  still  among  us  '  in  the  radiance  of  an  undimmed  intellect, 
to  show  of  what  material  were  made  the  men  whom  Chancellor  Kent 
looked  upon  with  such  mournful  suspicion.  "Prince"  John  Van 
Buren,  too,  who  covered  up  his  real  genius  with  a  cold  affectation  of 
cynical  indifference,  and  lived  to  be  the  putative  father  of  numberless 
sayings  from  Aristophanes  to  date ;  William  Curtis  Noyes,  ever 
courteous  and  ever  ready,  diligent  and  indefatigable,  until  the  over- 
strained cords  suddenlj'  snapped  while  he  was  still  in  his  jjrime.  And 
James  W.  Gerard — "  Jimmie"  to  his  friends — with  the  polish  and  wit 
of  his  French  ancestry,  his  inexhaustible  bonJiomie  and  good  nature, 
his  irresistible  facility  and  felicity  in  winning  juries  over  to  the  wrong 
side,  on  which  he  was  most  at  home.  "  Never  attack  your  adversary 
with  a  bludgeon,"  the  writer  once  heard  him  say,  "  run  him  through 
with  a  rapier."  He  lived  up  to  his  own  precept.  He  ran  his  adversary 
gracefully  and  thoroughly  through  the  vital  parts,  and  when  he  was 
sure  that  his  victim  was  thoroughly  dead  he  held  out  his  hand  to  help 
him  to  his  feet.  And  Benjamin  D.  Silliman,  the  veteran  of  sixty  odd 
years'  practice,  still  ready  to  coiinsel  his  many  clients,  to  unravel  intri- 
cate knots  of  law  and  to  delight  hosts  of  friends  with  his  winning 
smile,  his  wise  speech,  his  kindly  judgments  of  men  long  since  gone. 
Time,  alas !  will  not  let  my  willing  pen  run  on  to  tell  of  so  many 
others  whom  the  young  Bar  of  my  generation  looked  upon  with  some- 

^  Mr.  Field  was  etill  living  when  the  above  was  written. 
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thing  akin  to  superstitions  adniinition.  A  volume  would  hardly  suffice 
to  tell  of  their  virtues  and  their  frailties,  for  it  is  a  comfoit  to  tliink 
that  they,  too,  were  human. 

Have  tliey  left  successors  worthy  of  themselves?  Certainly  they 
have.  The  r>ar  is  now  as  iirm  as  it  evci'  has  been  in  the  i)Ossession  of 
learned,  upright,  sagacious,  and  honorable  members.  We  are  too  near 
them  now  to  judge  them  fairly,  but  we  may  feel  assured  that  the  young 
men  of  to-day  will,  after  their  hair  has  turned,  lecall  the  broad  and 
scientific  arguments  of  Carter,  the  brilliant  versatility  of  Choate, 
the  deadly  keenness  of  Parsons,  the  scholarly  erudition  of  Butler — 
nay,  the  splendid  qualities  of  a  host  of  others  whom  it  would  be 
tedious  and  invidious  to  single  out :— they,  too,  will  rank  with  the 
best  examples  of  what  our  profession  has  produced.  But,  alas !  we 
shall  not  be  there  to  see  ! 
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BBOTT,  AUSTIN  (born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  December 
18,  1831 ;  died  in  New  York  City,  April  19,  1896),  was  a  son 
of  Jacob  Abbott  the  author,  and  a  brother  of  Dr.  Lyman 
Abbott.  He  received  his  early  educational  training  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  his  parents,  at  Boston  and  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  Farmington,  Maine.  In  1848  his  father  removed 
to  New  York.  In  1847  Austin  entered  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1851,  taking  an  English 
oration  at  the  commencement.  He  subsequently  studied  law,  and  in 
1852  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  having  been  allowed  by  the  court  to  ofFer 


AUSTIN   ABBOTT. 


himself  for  examination  shortly  before  he  attained  his  majority  on  the 
condition  that  he  should  not  take  the  oath  or  enroll  until  he  became 
of  age. 

He  entered  into  partnership  with  his  elder  brother,  Benjainin 
Vaughan,  his  brother  Lyman  afterwai'ds  joining  the  firm.  They 
practiced  law  and  wrote  on  legal  subjects  under  the  firm  name  of 
Abbott  Brothers.  Austin  Abbott  prepared  the  greater  part  of  "  Ab- 
bott's New  York  Digest"  and  "Abbott's  Forms."  After  the  dis- 
solution of  the  firm  by  the  removal  of  his  brothers,  Mr.  Abbott 
continued  in  practice  alone,  being  chiefly  engaged  as  counsel  in  im- 
portant cases,  serving  as  consulting  counsel  in  many  in  which  he  never 
apiDeared  in  court.     In  the  conduct  of  the  defense  of  the  suit  of  Theo- 
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dore  Tilton  against  Henry  Ward  Beeclier  he  gained  a  national  reputa- 
tion. He  was  associated  with  the  connsel  for  the  government  in  the 
Guiteau  case,  in  whicli  Ids  advice  was  sought  on  tlie  question  of  insan- 
ity and  the  practice  in  selection  of  jurors. 

Mr.  Abbott  began  the  publication,  in  1880,  of  a  series  of  works,  for 
the  writing  of  which  he  had  been  long  prepai'ing.  The  first  volume, 
the  "  Trial  Evidence,"  was  followed  in  188:5  by  a  "  Brief  for  the  Trial 
of  Civil  Issues  before  a  Jury,"  and  in  1889  by  a  "  Brief  for  the  Trial  of 
Criminal  Cases,"  and  another  on  the  "  Modes  of  Proving  the  Facts  in 
Eitlier  Class  of  Trials."  In  1891  a  "  Brief  on  Questions  Arising  on  the 
Pleadings  in  Civil  Actions"  appeared.  The  object  of  these  works  was 
to  aid  in  clearing  and  simplifying  the  technical  difficulties  of  pro- 
cedure, and  in  reducing  the  number  of  mistrials,  thus  facilitating  con- 
tests on  their  merits.  These  works  have  been  adopted  as  text-books 
and  desk-books  for  the  bench  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Few  legal 
woi-ks  have  had  so  extended  a  circulation  in  so  short  space  of  time. 
Speaking  of  these  books,  the  Albany  Law  Journal  says  :  "  The  treat- 
ment is  in  every  way  admirable.  The  series  of  four  is  indispensable 
to  the  safe  conduct  of  causes,  civil  and  criminal.  There  is  no  other 
living  lawyer  who  devotes  such  shining  powers  to  the  benefit  of  his 
profession  in  such  unambitious  and  practical  ways." 

In  1889  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York  conferred  on  Mr. 
Abbott  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws,  and  in  1891  he  was  appointed 
dean  of  the  Law  School  of  the  University,  with  the  chair  of  pleading, 
equity,  and  evidence,  he  having  already  lectured  in  the  special  course 
of  the  institution  for  several  years.  By  his  advice  the  undergraduate 
course  was  revised  and  enlarged  and  the  practical  features  increased,  as 
the  best  preliminary  introduction  to  the  theory  of  the  law,  and  a  gradu- 
ate course,  founded  on  the  same  principle,  was  adopted;  imi^rovemeuts 
which  have  resulted  in  a  great  increase  of  numbers  in  the  school,  and 
a  higher  grade  of  instriiction.  Among  Mr.  Abbott's  other  works  are, 
"  Reports  of  Practice  Cases,"  "  Report  of  New  Cases,"  "  New  Practice 
and  Forms." 

Mr.  Abbott  was  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  New  York  bar, 
and  died  universally  lamented. 


DEE,  FREDERIC  WILLIAM  (born  in  New  York  City, 
April  19,  1853),  is  the  third  son  of  George  Townsend  Adee 
and  Ellen  Louise,  daughter  of  Philip  Henry,  of  New  York. 
His  early  education  was  received  at  the  private  school  of 
Brainerd  T.  Harrington,  in  Westchester,  New  York.  He  entered  the 
Academic  Department  of  Yale  University  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1873. 

Choosing  the  profession  of  law,  he  entered  Columbia  College  Law 
School  in  October,  1873,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1875.     He  was 


10 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BENCH  AND  BAR  OE  NEW  YORK 


admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year,  at  the  May  General  Term  of  the 
Second  Department.  In  May,  1874,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
with  the  well-known  law  firm  of  Lord,  Day  &  Lord,  with  which  he 


\Cy/^^^^^e^i 


was  associated  for  more  than  eight  years.  In  Jannary,  1883,  he  estab- 
lished an'office  of  his  own  for  general  practice.  He  has  attained  to  a 
recognized  standing  in  the  practice  of  commercial,  corporate,  and  real 
estate  law^and  in  matters  pertaining  to  estates. 
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DEE,  PHILIP  HENRY  (born  in  Westchester,  New  York, 
August  I!),  ISf)!),  is  the  son  of  Geor^jje  Townsend  Adee  and 
Ellen  Louise  Henry.  His  father  was  a  di'V-goods  7neirhant 
of  New  York  City,  the  head  of  llic  liiiu  of  Adee,  TiMi])son 


^^  /¥,AtCu^ 


&  Co.     His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Philip  Henry,  also  a  New  York 
merchant,  and  a  veteran  of  the  "War  of  1812. 

Philip  Henry  Adee  received  his  education  in  Harrington's  School, 
Westchester,  New  York,  and  at  Yale  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1873.    After  taking  a  year's  course  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
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he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Honorable  Benjamin  D.  Silliman,  of 
New  York,  and  attended  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1876.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May  of  the  same 
year,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  New  York  City,  Brooklyn,  and  Westchester  County,  in  asso- 
ciation with  Honorable  Benjamin  I).  Silliman. 


LLEN,  AUGUSTUS  HENRY  (born  in  New  York  City,  Au- 
gust 6,  1841),  was  the  son  of  Horatio  Philonzo  Allen  and 
Hannah  Jarvis  Ingersoll.     His  father  (the  son  of  Nathan 
Allen  and  Mary  Putnam,  both  of  New  England  ancestry) 
was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  New  York  bar,  having  been 
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admitted  to  practice  in  1835.  In  Octobei',  1894,  lie  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Bedi'oi'd  I'ark  in  liis  eighty-sixth  year.  Mr.  Allen's  mother 
was  tlie  (laii,i;lirerol'  Doctor  John  .larvis  Ingersoll,  a  well-known  physi- 
cian in  the  early  days  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Allen  passed  his  early  childliofxl  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
1851  removing  with  his  jjarentsto  I'oiiglikeepsie,  New  York  (his  father 
continuing  to  practice  his  piofes.sion  in  New  York  City),  remaining 
there  until  1800,  when  they  returned  to  New  York. 

During  his  parents'  residence  at  Poughkeepsie  he  attended  a  piil)lic 
school,  the  Dutchess  County  Academy,  and  subsequently  Laurel  Bank 
Seminary,  at  Deposit,  Delaware  County,  New  York.  After  returning 
to  New  York  lie  was  engaged  in  various  pursuits,  and  finally  entered 
his  father's  law  office,  graduated  from  the  New  York  University  Law 
Scliool,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  June  14,  1872. 
Two  years  later  he  was,  with  John  B.  Talmage,  taken  into  partnership 
witli  his  father,  thus  forming  the  firm  of  Allen,  Talmage  &  Allen, 
which  continued  until  his  father's  death,  wlien  the  present  tirm  of 
Allen  &  Talmage  was  formed. 

Mr.  Allen  has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Republican  and  Fordham  clubs.'  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Collegiate  Reformed  Church  of  Harlem,  of  which  chui'ch  lie  is 
counsel.     They  have  one  son. 


LLISON,  THOMAS   (born  in  New  York  City,  September  19, 
1840),  is  the  son  of  Michael  Allison  and  Susan  Gentil,  both 
of   New  York   families.     His  grandparents   on  his  father's 
side  were  Richard  Allison  and  Elizabeth  Ruckel,  the  fonner 
of  New  York,  the  latter  of  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick. 

Mr.  Allison  was  graduated  from  the  public  schools,  and  in  1S60  from 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  studied  law  immediately 
after,  entering  the  oflBce  of  ex-Judge  John  W.  Edmonds,  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  served  for  many  years  as  a  clerk,  but  steadily  advanced 
until  he  had  achieved  his  present  professional  standing.  While  his 
private  practice  has  included  cases  frequently  cited,  he  has  won  es- 
pecial prominence  in  municipal  law,  being  employed  as  special  counsel 
in  cases  in  which  the  city  was  a  party  by  every  Corporation  counsel 
irrespective  of  political  affiliations,  from  ex-Secretary  "Whitney  to  the 
present  time.  Judge  Allison  brought  the  suit  in  which  Hubeit  O. 
Thompson  enjoined  Tammany  Hall  from  initiating  167  new  members, 
thus  balking  the  scheme  to  control  the  Presidential  nomination  in  the 
Tilden  campaign.  While  Edward  Cooper  was  mayor  he  argued  against 
the  Public  Burdens  bill  before  the  Senate  Committee,  and  secured  its 
rejection  after  it  had  passed  the  Assembly.  By  means  of  this  bill 
Tammany  Hall  had  sought  to  legislate  the  County  Democracy  out  of 
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office.  He  represented  tlie  city  as  sole  counsel  throughout  the  Broad- 
way surface  railroad  litigation,  obtaining  the  final  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  Board  of  Aldermen  from  passing  the  ordinance  giving  the 
franchise  to  the  Broadway  company.  He  represented  the  city  in  pro- 
ceedings to  condemn  lands  for  the  speedway,  and  reduced  the  claims 
for  damages  from  §3, 850,000  to  §255,000.  Mr.  Allison's  private  practice 
has  also  been  extensive.  Among  his  cases  may  be  mentioned  that 
of  the  Tenth  ]S"ational  Bank,  in  which  he  recovered  a  judgment  for 
nearly  8400,000  ;  Geery  vs.  Cockroft ;  Mechanics'  and  Traders'  Bank 
vs.  Crow  ;  Avery  vs.  Willson ;  Mabie  vs.  Bailey ;  in  re  the  Third 
Avenue  Savings  Bank  in  the  matter  of  Juch  ;  and  Abernethy  vs. 
Knight,  involving  intricate  points  of  the  law  of  partnerships. 

In  the  following  cases  the  opinions  delivered  by  Mr.  Allison  as 
referee  have  been  accepted  by  the  courts  on  appeal  as  their  opinion, 
and  ordered  printed  in  official  reports  ;  Jordan  vs.  Haran,  56  Superior 
Court  (24  J.  &  S.)  185  ;  Avery  vs.  Jacob,  15  New  York  Supp.  564  and 
59  Superior  Court  (27  J.  &  S.)  585  ;  Leadbetter  vs.  JST.  H.  Leadbetter 
Lt'd,  11th  New  York  Supp.  228. 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Allison  was  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Allison  & 
Shaw.  Since  May,  1882,  he  has  practiced  alone,  being  employed  almost 
exclusively  to  try  cases  for  other  lawyei's.  In  politics  Judge  Allison 
has  been  with  the  people  against  machine  domination  even  in  his  own 
party.  In  1889  he  was  the  Citizens'  Republican  and  County  Democracy 
candidate  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  polled  about 
92,000  votes,  winning  from  the  press,  irrespective  of  party,  the  most 
cordial  tributes.  In  April,  1895,  by  Governor  Morton,  he  was  ap- 
]Dointed  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  succeeding  Honor- 
able Randolph  B.  Martine,  deceased.  He  proved  an  able  judge.  During 
his  term  of  eight  months  occurred  some  of  the  most  difficult  cases 
ever  tried  in  that  court,  including  that  of  Sheriff  Tamsen.  He  was 
nominated  to  succeed  himself  by  the  Republicans,  State  Democracy, 
and  Good  Government  clubs,  and  in  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1895 
polled  over  110,000  votes,  the  highest  vote  on  the  tickets  on  which  his 
name  appeared.  At  the  very  end  of  his  term  as  judge,  the  jurors  who 
had  served  under  him  presented  him  with  a  silver  and  ivory  gavel  and 
set  of  resolutions,  while  the  members  of  the  bar  who  had  practiced 
before  him  presented  him  with  a  silver  service,  the  presentation  speech 
being  made  by  General  Benjamin  F.  Tracy. 

On  August  30, 1871,  Judge  Allison  was  married  to  Mary  C,  daughter 
of  the  late  William  E.  Millet,  of  New  York.  Three  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  only  the  daughters  survive. 
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NT)ERSON,  ELBERT  ELLERY  (born  in  New  York  City, 
October  31,  J8;38),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Jnmcs  Andei'son,  also 
born  in  New  York,  a  man  of  singular  attainments  in  lan- 
guages, the  classics,  modern  literature,  and  mathematics. 
Mr.  Anderson  traveled  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa  from  1843  to 
1848,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College,  and  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar  in  1854,  since  which  time  he  has  continuously  practiced  law 
in  New  York,  appearing  as  counsel  in  many  notable  cases.  In  late 
years  he  has  conducted  extensive  railroad  litigations,  and  has  accom- 
plished a  number  of  successful  reorganizations.  In  the  suit  against 
Jay  Gould,  to  recover  interest  on  the  income  bond  coupons  of  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railway  Company,  he  secured  the  payment 
of  more  than  §*2,000,UO()  to  his  clients. 

But  Mr.  Anderson  is  even  better  known,  perhaps,  for  his  prominent 
services  in  the  cause  of  reform  in  the  Democratic  party.  In  1871  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  fight  against  the  Tweed  ring.  He  sub- 
sequently Joined  Tammany  Hall,  and  for  several  years  was  its  chair- 
man in  the  Eleventh  District  ;  but  in  1879  withdrew  and,  with  Abram 
S.  Hewitt,  William  C.  Whitney,  and  Edward  Cooper,  organized  the 
County  Democracy,  and  for  some  years  was  chairman  of  its  General 
Committee.  He  was  active  in  the  reform  campaign  of  1884,  resulting 
in  the  election  of  William  R.  Grace  as  mayor.  He  has  also  been  one 
of  the  most  effective  champions  of  tariff  reform,  and  in  recent  years  a 
leader  of  the  Cleveland  element  of  the  Democratic  party  in  New  York. 
His  energy  in  the  organization  of  the  "  Anti-Snappers "  in  1892,  in 
revolt  against  the  Democratic  "  snap "  convention  of  that  year,  was 
a  chief,  if  not  the  principal  factor,  in  defeating  Senator  Hill  and  secur- 
ing the  nomination  of  President  Cleveland  bv  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  at  Chicago.  He  was  prominent  during  the  camj^aign  of 
the  same  year,  preceding  Mr.  Cleveland's  election,  as  president  of  the 
Reform  Club  and  chairman  of  the  Tariff  Reform  Committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  declined  nominations  as  Supreme  Court  Justice^ 
and  has  never  held  a  political  office.  He  has  accepted  a  number  of 
public  trusts,  however,  such  as  school  trustee,  rapid  transit  commis- 
sioner, and  commissioner  in  reference  to  acquiring  lands  both  for  the 
Croton  aqueduct  and  the  elevated  railway.  In  1887  President  Cleve- 
land appointed  him  a  commissioner  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  railway  companies,  and  the  majority 
report  of  the  commission  was  prepared  by  him. 

During  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Anderson  served  as  major  in  the  New 
York  State  Militia,  and  going  to  the  front  in  18(52  was  captured  by 
Stonewall  Jackson.     He  was  subsequently  released  on  parole. 
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INDERSON,  HENRY  HILL  (born  in  Boston,  Massachnsetts, 
November  9,  1S27  ;  died  at  York  Harbor,  Maine,  September 
17,  1896),  was  of  Scotcli  descent,  his  family  Laving  been  long 
settled  in  the  State  of  Maine.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev- 
erend Rufus  Anderson,  a  distinguished  clergyman  of  Boston,  who  was 
for  over  forty  years  the  secretary  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  a  grandson  of  another  noted  clergyman  of  the  same 
name.  His  gTandmother  was  a  coiisin  of  Chief  Justice  Parsons  of 
Massachusetts.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Andover  Acad- 
emy and  graduated  at  Williams  College  cum  laude  in  1848.  He  came 
to  New  York  immediately  after  his  graduation  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  supporting  himself  for  some  time  as  an  instructor  in  the 
Friends'  School. 

In  1849  he  entered  the  office  of  Henry  E.  Davies,  then  counsel  to 
the  corporation,  and  in  that  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was 
immediately  entrusted  with  work  of  large  responsibility  in  the  prepa- 
ration and  trial  of  important  cases,  which  he  conducted  with  favorable 
results  to  the  city. 

In  1852  he  became  the  partner  of  Amiel  J.  Willard,  afterward  Chief 
Justice  of  South  Carolina.  He  later  became  a  partner  of  Claudius  L. 
Monell,  subsequently  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  firm 
continued  until  1857,  when  he  retired  in  consequence  of  a  severe  afflic- 
tion in  the  loss  of  his  wife  and  children  and  spent  two  years  in  foreign 
travel.  Upon  his  return  in  1859  he  became  assistant  under  the  Honor- 
able Greene  C.  Bronson,  then  counsel  to  the  corporation,  and  in  that 
capacity  had  entire  charge  of  all  cases  for  the  city.  His  industry  and 
ability  in  this  position  were  so  marked  and  crowTied  with  such  signal 
and  successful  results  that  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  became  wide- 
spread and  assured.  He  was  a  partner  of  Judge  Bronson  after  the 
latter's  retirement  from  oflace  until  his  death  in  1863,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mason  Young.  Later  the  Honorable  Henry  E. 
Howland  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  After  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Young  from  the  partnership  George  Welwood  Murray  and  Henry  B. 
Anderson  were  admitted  to  the  partnership. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  nominated  by  a  bi-anch  of  the  Democratic  party 
for  the  bench  ■  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  187i,  but  was  defeated  by 
Judge  ■  Noah  Davis,  and  thereafter  steadily  refused  public  office,  and 
althougli  nominated  in  1872  as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  when 
the  nomination  was  equivalent  to  an  election,  and  subsequently  offered 
the  office  of  counsel  to  the  corporation,  and  urged  by  the  Governor  to 
accept  an  appointment  to  the  bench  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  he  re- 
fused the  honors,  preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  private  practice. 

He  stood  in  the  first  rank  of  th«  New  York  bar  and  was  universally 
respected  by  the  members  for  his  learning,  his  integrity,  his  ability 
and  force. 
He  was  for  many  years  the  adviser  and  representative  of  large  estate 
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and  corporation  interests,  in  the  service  of  wliicli  liis  riMiwiikable 
sap'acity  and  lt\i;al  kiiowlcily'H  were  conspicuously  ilisjiiayed. 

Tlie  long-  i)erio(l  of  his  active  life  brought  hiui  into  contact  with 
most  men  of  prominence  in  New  York  during  its  later  liistory,  and  he 
thns  acquired  a  broad  understanding  of  men  and  affairs.  He  was 
careful  in  his  judgments,  tenacious  of  his  conclusions,  a  formidable 
adversary,  a  kind  and  generous  friend,  and  a  jealous  guardian  of  the 
honor  of  his  ]trol'ession. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Calvary  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
for  many  yeai's  a  member  of  its  vestry. 

A  member  of  many  clubs,  he  was  particularly  active  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  University  Club  in  its  present  form,  and  was  elected  its 
first  president,  continuing  in  that  office  for  nine  years.  Tlie  success 
and  prosperity  of  the  club  is  largely  due  to  his  wise  administration. 

He  was  twice  elected  a  vice-president  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar, 
and  has  served  on  tlie  Committee  on  Grievances,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  the  Committee  on  Judicial 
Nominations  of  the  Association. 

His  wife.  Sarah  B.,  daughter  of  the  late  William  P.  Burrall,  of 
Hartford,  and  his  three  sons,  Henry  B.,  William  B.,  and  Cliandler  P., 
survive  him. 

XDERTON,  EDWARD  KNAPP  (born  in  New  York  City, 

April  IS,  1S48),  is  the  son  of  Ralph  L.  and  Sarah  A.  Ander- 

ton,  of  English  descent  on  both  sides.     His  father  was  also 

born  in  New  York  City  and  his  mother  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Anderton  was  carefully  educated.     He  attended  a  private  classical 

school  at  Woodstock,  New  If  ork.  Grammar  School  No.  14  of  this  city, 

and  was  admitted  to  the  Free  Academy  (now  the  College  of  the  City  of 

New  York)  in  1864,  but  withdrew  before  being  graduated. 

Mr.  Anderton  studied  law  with  ex-Judge  Albert  Cardozo  and  Richard 
L.  Newcombe,  attended  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1870,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie 
on  June  16th  of  the  same  year. 

After  his  admission  he  at  once  engaged  in  active  practice  in  New 
York  City,  wliere  he  has  continuously  followed  his  i^rofession  since, 
enjoying  a  successful  business. 


N DREWS,  GEORGE  CLINTON  (born  in  Rye,  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  December  .3,  ISoS),  is  the  son  of  George 
Andrews  and  Maria  Clinton  Whiley.  His  great-great-grand- 
father Andrews  was  the  seventh  man  to  enter  Fort  Ticonde- 
roga  in  the  famous  assault  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  in  the  Revolutionarj'- 
War,  and  his  collateral  line  includes  Governor  Andrews,  the  famous 
"war  governor"  of  Massachusetts.  His  mother  is  the  daughter  of 
Richard  Whiley  and  Anna  Maria  Beekman,  daughter  of  Stephen  D. 
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Beekman  and  Maria  Clinton,  fifth  daughter  of  Governor  George  Clin- 
ton and  Cornelia  Tappan.  Stephen  D.  Beekman  was  the  son  of  Gerard 
G.  Beekman  and  Cornelia  Van  Cortlandt,  and  through  him  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Frederick  Philipse,  the  first  Lord  of  the  Manor 
House  of  Philipsburg,  Westchester  County,  New  York,  and  who  built 
the  historic  old  Dutch  Church  there.  The  ancestral  line  thus  including 
the  distinguished  families  of  the  Philipses,  Clintons,  Van  Cortlandts, 
and  Beekmans. 

At  an  early  age  removing  from  the  town  of  Rye  to  Tarrytown,  New 
York,  Mr.  Andrews  attended  school  there,  subsequently  graduating 
from  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute,  Franklin,  New  York.  Perfect- 
ing himself  in  stenography,  he  was  appointed  official  court  stenog- 
rapher of  Rockland  County,  holding  the  position  for  ten  years.  While 
thus  engaged  he  studied  medicine  to  aid  in  reporting  criminal  cases 
and  acquired  a  proficiency  that  would  have  admitted  him  to  practice 
as  a  physician.  He  has  since  continued  the  study  as  a  specialty.  Pur- 
suing the  study  of  law,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883  and  began 
practice  in  Tarrytown.  While  young  in  practice,  the  courts  gave  him 
appointments  in  difficult  cas'es,  and  he  frequently  won  suits  with  little 
opportunity  for  preparation.  He  was  made  executor  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  millionaire,  William  L.  Wallace,  candy  confectioner,  of  New  York 
City,  and  was  for  several  years  counsel  for  the  villages  of  Tarrytown 
and  Irvington.  He  also  has  devoted  much  time^to  criminal  practice, 
for  which  his  medical  knowledge  affords  special  qualifications.  Among 
conspicuous  cases  was  that  of  John  Foley,  indicted  for  murder,  whose 
acqiiittal  he  secured  ;  the  case  of  Alfred  Wood,  charged  with  grand 
larceny,  whom  he  acquitted  by  proving  conspiracy,  although  the 
goods  were  found  secreted  in  the  defendant's  bed  ;  the  case  of  Michael 
Hayes,  indicted  for  killing  his  wife,  where,  through  skill  in  handling 
medical  testimony,  Mr.  Andrews  succeeded  in  reducing  the  verdict  to 
manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  In  the  case  of  Rosalia  Whitmore 
vs.  The  Village  of  Tarrytown  (137  N.  Y.  109),  he  successfully  estab- 
lished that  an  action  for  damages  for  changing  the  grade  of  a  street 
could  not  be  maintained  where  the  grading  done  was  merely  widening 
and  completing  a  portion  of  the  street  to  make  it  conform  to  the  grade 
already  established.  Mr.  Andrews'  contention  was  disallowed  success- 
ively in  the  lower  courts  and  General  Term,  but  in  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals he  secured  a  unanimous  reversal,  the  court  holding  that  "  the 
grade  of  the  street  having  been  established  in  1882,  it  was  not  altered 
or  changed  by  the  cutting  down  of  the  embankment  on  either  side  of 
the  street  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  whole  street  conform  to  the 
grade  thus  established,"  and  that  the  act  of  1883,  giving  damages  in 
such  cases,  did  not  apply. 

Having  declined  a  nomination  as  member  of  the  Assembly  in  the 
fall  of  1894,  Mi\  Andrews  was  elected  District  Attorney  of  Westchester 
County  on  the  Republican  ticket  the  following  year,  with  a  majority 
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of  1,020  votos,  the  office  for  twenty-one  years  Imving  been  held  by 
Deniociatic  oificials. 

In  1884  Mr.  Andrews  was  happily  married  to  Julia  Biers,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Charity  Biers,  of  Tarrytown,  and  has  three  ehildi'en — 
Florence  B.,  George  Clinton,  Junior,  and  Charles  B.  In  1894  he 
erected  the  handsome  Andrews  Block  in  Tarrytown  in  which  the  post- 
office  is  now  located.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma.sonic  fraternity.  Sons 
of  the  Revolution,  Royal  Arcanum,  League  of  American  Wheelmen, 
City  Club  of  Yonkers,  and  other  societies. 


XDREWS,  GEORGE  PEIRCE  (born  in  North  Bridgeton, 
Maine,  September  29,  1835),  is  the  son  of  Solomon  Andrews 
and  Sibyl  Ann  Farnsworth,  both  of  old  Puritan  families  of 
]\ew  England.  Upon  the  conii)letion  of  a  common  and  high 
school  course,  Mr.  Andrews  attended  Williston  Seminary,  Easthamp- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  and  Dudley's  Institute,  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1858,  having  been 
elected  class  orator.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  college  course  Judge 
Andrews  began  the  study  of  law  in  Portland,  Maine,  in  the  office  of 
Honorable  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  United  States  Senator  from  that 
State,  and  subsequently  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  A  little  later  he 
spent  a  year  in  the  South  as  private  tutor,  and  then  coming  to  New 
York  City,  entered  the  office  of  Henry  P.  Fessenden,  a  cousin  of  the 
Senator.  Two  years  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  New  York,  which  city  has  been  continuously  since 
the  lield  of  his  activities  as  lawyer  and  judge. 

Under  the  Buchanan  administration  Judge  Andrews  was  appointed 
Assistant  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York, 
a  position  he  filled  for  six  years,  under  four  different  chiefs.  A 
remarkable  tribute  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  was  the  action 
of  E.  Delafield  Smith,  one  of  the  chiefs  under  whom  he  served,  him- 
self a  Republican,  who  refused  absolutely  to  entertain  the  request 
of  a  delegation  of  Republicans  that  Mr.  Andrews  be  removed  from 
office  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  Democrat.  In  his  official  position 
Mr.  Andrews'  practice  covered  a  wide  and  varying  field,  especially 
including  revenue  cases,  criminal  prosecutions,  and  internal  revenue, 
bankrujitcy,  common  law,  and  equity  suits. 

From  1872  to  1882  Judge  Andrews  served  as  assistant  counsel  to  the 
Cori^oration  of  New  York  City  ;  and  during  two  years  immediately 
following  he  was  Corporation  counsel.  His  service  in  this  position  was 
thus  characterized  at  the  time  : 

Mr.  Andrews  as  Corporation  counsel  is  the  leg^al  adviser  of  all  the  departments 
of  tbe  city  government,  the  Mayor,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking-  Fund,  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  Aqueduct  Commission,  Gas  Commission,  and  Board 
of  Assessors,  and  is  himself  a  member  of  the  Board  for  the  Revision  and  Correction 
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of  Assessments  and  City  Record  Board.  Indefatigable  as  a  worker,  Mr.  Andrews' 
time,  outside  of  the  litigated  business  of  his  olEce,  is  largely  occupied  in  investi- 
gating the  laws  pertaining  to  the  departments  and  their  proper  administration,  and 
in  answering  the  thousand-and-one  questions  tliat  are  submitted  to  him  by  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  city  government.  Since  liis  occupancy  of  office  he  has  written 
hundi-eds  of  opinions  on  questions  relating  to  departmental  law  and  other  matters. 
He  has  personally  appeared  in  com-t  and  conducted  very  many  important  and  diffi- 
cult cases,  and  has  been  signally  successful  in  compelling  the  payment  of  taxes  by 
banks,  railroads,  telegraph  and  insurance  companies,  and  other  corporations.  The 
amount  actually  realized  to  the  city  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Andrews  in  this  direction 
in  the  past  two  or  three  yeai-s  is  between  three  and  four  millions  of  dollars.  The 
saving  to  the  city  in  resisting  fictitious  and  fraudulent  claims  has  saved  many  mil- 
lions more.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  genial  gentleman,  broad  in  his  views  and  a  friend  to 
all  classes.  With  no  bigotry  toward  any  party  or  factions,  he  is  an  honest  worker 
for  unity  and  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 

In  November,  1883,  Judge  Andrews  was  elected  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  First  Judicial  District,  and  in  this  capacity  has 
now  served  for  more  than  twelve  years,  distinguishing  himself  by  his 
judicial  temperament  and  his  able  decisions. 


NDREWS,  HENRY  CHANDLER  (born  in  New  York  City, 
April  10,  1846),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Q.  Andrews  and  Esther 
Chandler.  His  mother,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  War- 
ren of  the  MayfloiDer,  was  sister  of  Peleg  W.  and  Theophilus 
P.  Chandler  and  related  to  Chief-Justice  Parsons  and  William  Pitt 
Fessenden. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  educated  for  five  years  in  English  schools  during 
his  early  youth,  followed  by  five  years  in  schools  in  Massachusetts  and 
between  two  and  three  years  in  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute. 
He  prepared  for  college  at  New  Chnrch  school,  Waltham,  Massachu- 
setts, and  entered  Harvard  University,  graduating  in  1870.  Subse- 
quently, in  1873,  he  graduated  from  Columbia  College  Law  School,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City  the  same  year. 

In  his  early  career  Mr.  Andrews  was  for  two  years  assistant  to  Frank 
Loomis,  attorney  of  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railway 
Company,  and  for  six  years  managing  clerk  in  the  office  of  Wingate  & 
Cullen.  In  1878  he  took  a  special  course  in  chemistry  and  the  School 
of  Mines,  Columbia  College,  acquiring  a  special  equipment  for  expert 
practice  in  patent  law  cases,  to  which  he  has  given  close  attention. 

Among  the  more  prominent  litigations  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected was  the  Telephone  case  reported  in  126  United  States  Reports. 
He  was  also  associated  with  John  R.  Bartlett  in  the  enterprise  to  fur- 
nish New  York  City  Avith  an  independent  water  supply.  This  com- 
pany now  furnishes  the  water  supply  of  Newark,  Montclair,  Paterson, 
East  Orange,  Passaic,  and  other  towns  in  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Andrews 
is  jiresident  of  the  West  Milford  Water  Storage  Company,  a  similar 
enterprise. 
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Mr.  Andi-ews  has  a  pleasing  literary  style  which  he  has  frequently 
employed  in  various  articles  for  the  public  press.     He  has  also  written 


a  number  of  hook  reviews  and  was  at  one  time  musical  critic  for  the 
New  York  Evening  Post. 
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RNOW,  RICHARD  JStauDAIN  (born  in  Eastchester,  West- 
chester County,  New  York,  March  20,  1851),  is  the  son  of 
Richard  Arnow  and  Elizabeth  Secor,  of  Frencli  descent.  His 
great-grandparents  on  both  sides  were  born  in  Westchester 
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County,  the  Arnow  and  Secor  families  being  among  the  first  settlers. 
His  early  education  was  confined  entirely  to  the  public  schools  of 
Westchester.  Choosing  the  law  as  a  profession,  he  entered  the  office 
of  Samuel  M.  Purdy,  of  New  York  City,  where,  with  the  exception  of 
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one  term  in  Columhia  Law  School,  liis  IcyMl  ]ireparatory  course  was 
completed.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York. 

Immediately  npon  admission  he  began  jiractice  in  New  York,  with 
offices  in  the  Tribinw  Building  until  May  1,  1890,  when  he  removed  to 
the  American  Tract  Society  Building.  His  principal  practice  has  been 
in  New  Y'ork  until  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  when  he  changed 
Ms  residence  from  New  Y'ork  to  his  old  home  in  Westchester.  His 
practice  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  real  estate  law,  in  which 
by  unremitting  labor  lie  built  up  a  large  practice. 

In  March,  1896,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Mortan  justice  of  the 
District  Court  in  the  City  of  New  Y'ork  for  the  Twelfth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict, comprising  the  territory  which  in  June,  189.5,  was  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  annexed  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  including  the  old 
towns  of  Westchester,  Williamsbridge,  Wakefield,  and  parts  of  the 
towns  of  Eastchester  and  Pelham. 


ISHLEY,  CLARENCE  DEGRAND  (born  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, July  4, 1851),  is  the  son  of  Ossian  Doolittle  and  Har- 
riet Amelia  Ashley.  The  Ashley  family  is  of  old  Puritan 
stock,  the  first  of  the  name  settling  in  Massachusetts  in  the 
early  days  of  the  colony.  His  father  is  a  notable  financier  and  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  been  for  many  years  president  of  the  W^abash  Rail- 
road Company. 

Clarence  Degrand  Ashley  received  his  early  education  in  private 
schools  and  was  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  graduating  in  1869.  He  was  graduated  from  Y'ale  in 
1873;  soon  after  graduation  he  went  to  Berlin,  and  having  matriculated 
at  the  Berlin  University,  studied  Roman  law  for  two  years.  Returning 
to  New  York,  he  entered  the  office  of  Scudder  &  Carter,  and  in  1880 
was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  having  been 
admitted  to  the  New  Y^ork  bar  the  previous  year.  Mr.  Ashley  began 
active  practice  in  this  city  in  association — under  the  firm  name  of 
Ashley  &  Keener — with  William  A.  Keener,  now  dean  of  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School.  Later  on  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Dixon,  Williams  &  Ashley,  which  in  1891,  upon  the  death  of  the  senior 
partner  (Edward  H.  Dixon,  brother  of  the  United  States  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island),  was  reorganized  under  the  firm  style  of  Williams  & 
Ashley. 

Mr.  Ashley  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Metropolis  Law  School,  and,  in  the  capacity  of  pro- 
fessor of  law,  a  member  of  its  faculty.  In  the  spring  of  1895  the  Metrop- 
olis Law  School  was  consolidated  with  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Ashley  was  appointed  pro- 
fessor of  contracts  in  the  law  faculty  of  that  university  and  vice-dean 
in  charge  of  the  evening  law  departm.ent. 
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As  a  practicing  lawyer,  Mr.  Ashley  lias  represented  in  divers  matters 
sucIl  estates  as  those  of  Samuel  J.  Tiklen,  William  B.  Ogden,  and 
Courtlandt  Palmer,  Junior,  and  has  upheld  the  interests  of  the  Wabash 
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Railroad  Company  in  many  litigations.  He  was  one  of  the  counsel 
who  successfully  defended  the  case  of  Howe  vs.  Woodruff,  which 
evoked  much  newspaper  comment.  He  also  successfully  represented 
Galusha  A.  Grow  and  others  in  a  protracted  litigation  over  the  Old 
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Brady's  Bend  Iron  ('oiiipaiiy  of  Pennsylvania,  o I  wliidi  'I'ildcn  was 
once  counsel ;  and  as  attorney  for  First  Receiver  Kice— as  well  as  in 
other  relations— was  connected  with  most  of  the  stuts  <i;rowing  out  of 
the  failure  of  the  Kockaway  Beach  Hotel.  Mr.  Ashley  has  recently 
been  appointed  dean  of  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  to  succeed  the  late  Austin  Abbott. 


STAEITA,  ANTONIO  C.  (born  in  Yico  Equense,  Italy, 
l)ecenil)er  28,  1804),  is  the  son  of  Captain  Vincenzo  G.  Asta- 
rita  aiul  Luigia  Starace,  his  ancestors  on  both  sides  for  nuiny 
generations  having  been  seafai'ing  people,  traders  in  the 
Orient.  His  father,  wlio  had  made  many  voyages  to  this  port,  aban- 
doned the  sea  in  1873  and  established  himself  in  business  in  New  York 
City.     In  1879  his  family  followed  him. 

Antonio  C.  Astarita  was  destined  for  the  ministry.  He  attended 
Sozii  Carafa  College,  Italy,  so  far  as  to  complete  the  first  year  of  the 
gymnasium ;  after  which  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  Yoi'k  and  under  private  tutors.  He  determined  to 
study  law,  and  entered  the  offices  of  Ullo,  Ruebsamen  &  Hubbe,  also 
studying  under  a  private  tutor,  Mr.  Louis  O.  Van  Doren.  He  entered 
the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  and  graduated,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  May,  1887,  being  "the  first  Italian  graduating  from 
Columbia  College  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  New  York." 
In  1891  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

Mr.  Astarita  was  retained  for  the  defense  in  several  noted  cases.  He 
defended  Giuseppi  Longobardi,  who  shot  John  Barrett,  a  policeman's 
son,  while  the  latter  was  protecting  his  sisters  from  insult  and 
assault,  in  1887.  An  attempt  to  lynch  Longobardi  was  feared,  yet  his 
sentence  was  reduced  to  manslaughter.  Mr.  Astarita  was  also  asso- 
ciated with  ex-Judge  Curtis  in  the  notorious  "  Cooper  Union  "  murder 
case,  in  which  Vincenzo  Quartararo,  the  alleged  representative  of  the 
Mafia,  was  charged  with  the  assassination  of  Antonio  Fhiccomio  for 
betraying  the  secrets  of  the  Italian  organization.  The  jury  disagreed, 
and  the  case  was  never  re-tried.  He  likewise  was  one  of  the  attorneys 
in  the  case  of  Charles  McEl value,  tried  for  the  murder  of  grocer  Lucca 
of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Astarita  secured  a  stay  of  execution,  and  carried 
an  appeal  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  on  the  ground  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  New  York  statute  requiiing  electrocution, 
since  it  incidentally  enjoined  solitary  confinement  prior  to  the  execu- 
tion (an  added  punishment  of  the  condemned  man  not  authorized  by 
the  judge  who  pronounced  sentence),  and  by  prohibiting  the  presence 
of  newspaper  reporters  at  executions  abridged  and  restrained  the 
liberty  of  the  press. 

Since  1887  Mr.  Astarita  has  been  actively  interested  in  local  politics 
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in  New  York  City,  and  in  efforts  to  secure  better  government.  He  is 
president  of  the  Italian  Republican  League,  the  largest  Italian  political 
organization  in  the  State,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  Club.    In 


1893  he  received  the  Republican  nomination  for  Civil  Justice  in  the 
Second  Judicial  District  of  this  city,  but  was  defeated  with  the  rest  of 
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the  ticket.     He  was  active  in  hiiiiniii;^-  aliout   Ihc  coiiviclion  of  ;i  iniin- 
ber  of  election  inspectors  for  i'laud  in  (his  elerlioii. 

For  the  past  hve  years  he  lias  altandoned  criminal  i)ractice,  devotin<^ 
Ms  entire  time  to  civil  causes. 


JAMES   KNOX   AVERILL. 


VERILL,  JAMES  KNOX  (born   in  Sand  Lake.  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York,  October  12,  184G),  is  the  son  of  James 
Gill  Averill  and  Clarissa  Sluyter.     He  is  descended  from 
Isaac  Averill,  born  168.^,  who  emigrated  from  Milford  Haven, 
Wales,  to  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  thence  to  Preston,  Connecticut.' 

'  The  line  is  as  follows  :  Isaac  Averill ',  the  emigrant ;  Jloses  Avorill  =,  of  Preslon,  Connectirut :  Dr.  Isaac 
AverilP,  of  Preston,  Connecticut;  James  Gill  Averill  '.  born  at  Flatljush,  Long  Island,  May  S,s,  1S04;  James 
Knox  Averill  ^. 
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His  motlier,  born  in  Sand  Lake,  New  York,  September  20,  1809,  was 
tlie  dangliter  of  Clement  Sluyter,  of  Sand  Lake,  and  granddanghter 
of  William  Sluyter,  from  Holland,  wlio  settled  at  New  Canaan,  Con- 
necticut, removing  to  Sand  Lake  about  1776.  James  K.  Averill  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Jane,  daughter  of  John  F.  Davis,  of  Warren,  Pennsyl- 
vania, February  4,  1886. 

Mr.  Averill  attended  the  local  district  schools,  the  Sand  Lake  Acad- 
emy and  Brookside  Institiite,  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  New 
Hampshire,  and  subsequently  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Massa- 
chusetts. In  1865  he  entered  Yale  College,  but  temxDorary  illness  and 
straitened  finances  interrupted  his  course.  He  taught  school  at 
Berlin,  New  York,  and  in  1867  entered  the  Columbia  College  Law 
School,  at  the  same  time  studying  in  the  law  office  of  his  brother, 
Horatio  F.  Averill,  of  New  York.  Graduating  from  the  Law  School  in 
1869,  he  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar. 

From  1869  to  1873  Mr.  Averill  practiced  in  New  York  in  association 
with  the  late  Horatio  F.  Averill  and  Honorable  Thomas  Allison,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Averill,  Allison  &  Averill :  from  1873  to  1877  he 
practiced  alone ;  from  1877  to  1S83  he  practiced  at  Troy,  New  York,  in 
partnership  with  the  late  Honorable  Albert  E.  Wooster,  then  district 
attorney  of  Rensselaer  County;  since  1S83  he  has  practiced  alone  in 
New  York  City. 

Among  cases  specially  noticed  in  the  public  press  were  the  action 
against  the  estate  of  William  Engeman,  the  racetrack  king,  in  which 
Mr.  Averill  represented  the  deceased's  widow,  taking  her  from  the 
door  of  the  workhouse ;  the  suit  against  the  estate  of  Belle  Rivers, 
whose  sister  he  took  from  Charity  Hospital,  securing  to  her  a  half  of 
the  estate ;  the  case  of  the  Countess  Cheseboro,  also  taken  from  a 
charitable  institution  and  well  provided  for ;  and  the  action  against 
the  estate  of  William  Larkin,  for  whose  aged  mother  he  spent  a  season 
in  San  Francisco,  securing  for  her  a  competency. 

In  recent  years  Mr.  Averill  has  spent  much  time  and  money  in  the 
development  of  that  part  of  his  native  town  of  Sand  Lake  known  as 
"  Averill  Park."  In  May,  1895,  he  organized  a  syndicate  of  Troy  cap- 
italists and  built  that  part  of  the  Troy  &  New  England  Railroad, 
located  between  Averill  Park  and  Troy,  New  York,  and  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  He  has  since  conveyed  several  hundred  acres  of 
his  holdings  to  the  "  Averill  Park  Land  Improvement  Company,"  a 
corporation  which  will  immediately  develop  the  property. 

Mr.  Averill  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  public  office,  but  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  conservative  element  of  the  Democratic  party. 
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VCH,  ALBERT  (horn  in  New  York  (Jity,  I)("c.'iiil)er  28,  1854), 
received  his  early  education  in  Paris  and  London,  and,  re- 
turning to  New  Vorlv  in  liis  twell'th  year,  graduated  IVom  the 
public  schools  and  in  1873  from  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York  as  piize  orator  of  his  class,     lie  studied  law  in  the  office  of 


Henry  L.  Clinton,  gi-aduated  from  Columbia  College  Law  School  in 
1875,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1876.  He  has  practiced  in 
New  York  City  continuously  since  with  the  exception  of  three  years, 
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from  1878  to  1881,  wlien  lie  was  located  In  San  Francisco,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of:  the  Supreme  Court  of  California. 

Mr.  Bach's  practice  embraces  both  civil  and  criminal  law.  In  the 
recent  notable  case  of  Adolf  Hirshkopf,  tried  in  July,  1896,  for  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree  in  connection  with  arson,  as  the  alleged  leader  of 
the  so-called  "  fire-bugs  "  of  New  York  (conspirators  resorting  to  arson 
for  purposes  of  insurance  swindle),  Mr.  Bach  saved  his  client's  life  in 
the  face  of  inflamed  public  opinion.  He  has  also  represented  the  city 
of  New  York  as  special  counsel  in  cases  of  great  importance,  one  of 
these  being  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  city  to  condemn  property 
for  Colonial  Park,  involving  a  matter  of  several  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Bach  is  known  for  his  earnest  efforts  in  the  cause  of  reform  in 
our  lunacy  laws,  and  is  the  author  of  such  papers  as  "  Lunacy,  Real 
and  Fictitious,  and  its  Treatment";  " Medico-Legal  Aspects  of  Privi- 
leged Communications,"  and  ''  Proposed  Eeforms  of  the  Lunacy  Laws 
of  New  York  State."  The  address  last  mentioned  is  credited  with 
having  been  a  chief  factor  in  bringing  about  the  enactment  by  the 
New  York  Legislature,  May  12,  1896,  of  chapter  28  of  the  general  laws 
requiring  that  notice  must  be  given  before  commitment  to  one  accused 
of  insanity,  a  hearing  granted  upon  demand,  and,  in  case  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, a  jury  trial  granted.  Under  the  old  law  the  certificate  of  two 
physicians  of  three  years'  standing  was  sufficient  to  commit  to  an 
asylum  without  notice  or  hearing. 

Mr.  Bach  has  written  much  on  medico-legal  subjects  and  has  been 
an  active  political  speaker.  For  many  years  he  has  been  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Medico-Legal  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Conti- 
nental Whist  Club  of  New  York,  the  Order  of  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
the  Order  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor,  of  which  he  is  a  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Deputies  Grand 
Commander  of  this  State. 


]ACKUS,  HENRY  CLINTON  (born  in  Utica,  New  York,  May 
31,  1848),  is  the  son  of  Charles  Chapman  Backus  and  Harriet 
Newell  Baldwin.  His  ancestors  were  Puritans,  the  first, 
William  Backus,  coming  from  England  and  settling  at 
Say  brook,  Connecticut,  about  1687.  He  and  his  son  Stephen  were 
among  those  who  twenty-two  years  later  received  letters  patent  for 
and  settled  Norwich,  Connecticut.  In  1700  his  grandson  Stephen 
settled  the  town  of  Canterbury,  Connecticut.  From  1744  to  1756 
Timothy  Backus  engaged  with  success  in  a  keen,  theological  discussion 
causing  much  dissension  in  New  England.  Elisha  Backus,  grea1>grand- 
father  of  Henry  C.,  was  a  major  in  the  Revolution,  and  among  the 
soldiers  under  General  Putnam  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  removed  to  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  set- 
tling the  village  of  Manlius.    His  son  Elisha  was  a  colonel  in  the  War 
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of  1812,  and  after  its  close  owiumI  and  operated  tlie  staf;-e  I'onte  con- 
necting Utica  witli  Watertown  and  Ogdensburg,  New  York.  Charles 
Chapman  Backus,  his  son,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Utica,  where  for 
several  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  book  concern  and  publishing 
house  of  Bennett,  Backus  &  Ilawley,  and  issued  The  Baptht  Rrr/ister, 
now  The  Examiner,  of  New  York,  which  is  the  leading  Baptist  jjubli- 
cation  in  the  country.  He  removed  to  New  York  City  about  1850, 
and  became  active  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Express  Com- 
l)any  and  in  other  enterprises.  His  wife,  Harriet  Newell  Baldwin,  was 
a  daughter  of  Edward  Baldwin  who  came  to  this  country  from  Wales 
in  1800,  settling  in  Utica,  New  York,  in  1805. 

Henry  Clinton  Backus  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  and  at  private  schools  and  under  private 
tutors.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  New 
Hamjjshire,  and  entered  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1871.  He  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1873, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York.  He  was  at  first  connected 
with  the  office  of  Sanfoi'd,  Robinson  «!!:  Woodruff;  and  a  year  later 
with  that  of  Beebe,  AVilcox  &  Hobbs.  The  latter  firm  enjoyed  a  large 
admiralty  practice  in  the  United  States  courts,  and  Mr.  Backus  gained 
valuable  experience  in  this  department.  He  has  acted  as  coiinsel  in 
important  cases  ;  and  in  the  management  of  estates.  AVhile  not  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  criminal  practice,  in  the  notable  case  of  the  State  of 
Kansas  vs.  Baldwin  he  undoubtedly  saved  the  life  of  an  innocent  man. 
Sentence  of  death  had  been  passed  upon  the  defendant  for  the  murder 
of  liis  sister,  in  response  to  local  public  clamor  for  a  conviction.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  refused  to  rectify  the  wrong.  Mr.  Backus 
prepared  an  elaborate  brief ;  and  caused  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion throughout  Kansas  of  editorial  articles  in  the  New  York  Tribune, 
N'ew  York  Sim,  and  the  Albany  Law  Joirrnal,  thereby  creating  a 
counter  public  opinion :  which  constrained  the  Governor  of  Kansas 
to  investigate  carefully  ;  and  ultimately  to  gx-ant  the  application  for  an 
absolute  and  unconditional  pardon. 

Mr.  Backus  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican County  Committee  of  New  York  for  over  ten  years,  during 
five  of  which  he  served  upon  its  Committee  on  Resolutions.  He 
secured  the  passage  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
County  Committee  whereby  twenty-five  enrolled  voters  in  any  assem- 
bly district  were  empowered  to  compel  the  polls  at  any  primary  elec- 
tion to  remain  open  twelve  instead  of  six  hours.  In  1891  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee,  and  was  chosen  district  leader  of  his  Assembly  district. 
Frequently  he  has  represented  his  district  in  county  and  State 
conventions.  He  has  refused  nominations  for  the  Assembly,  for 
Surrogate,  and  for  Judge  of  the  City  Court.  In  1893  he  was  nomi- 
nated to  represent  the  Seventh  Senatorial  District  in  the  Constitu- 
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tional  Convention  of  New  York,  but  the  district  was  overwhelmingly 
Democratic.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  monument  on  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  City,  to  Ulysses 
S.  Grant. 

Mr.  Backus  is  a  member  of  the  Chelsea  Republican  Club,  the 
Dwight  Alumni  Association,  the  City  and  State  Bar  Associations,  a 
Fellow  of  the  American  Geographical  Society,  and  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Railway  Conductors  Club  of  North  America. 


ALDWIN,  GEORGE  VAN  NEST  (born  in  New  York  City, 
January  23, 1838),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Doctor  Eli  Baldwin, 
for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  for- 
merly located  at  the  corner  of  Greene  and  Houston  streets, 
New  York  City,  and  is  lineally  descended  from  Joseph  Baldwin,  a 
member  of  the  original  colony  of  New  Haven,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  settlement  of  Milford,  Connecticut,  in  1639,  and  who  subsequently 
removed  to  Newark  with  the  band  of  pioneers  who  founded  that  city. 
He  was  of  the  ancient  family  of  Baldwin  settled  in  Bucks  County, 
England,  prior  to  the  accession  of  William  the  Conqueror.  The  line 
can  be  traced  in  direct  descent  from  John  Baldwin,  who  in  1485  in- 
herited from  his  brother  Richard  "  the  Manor  of  Otterarsfee,"  acquired 
"  in  socage  of  the  King,  by  the  service  of  finding  litter  for  the  King's 
bed."  A  century  later  the  family  is  described  as  "  of  the  Manor  of  Dun- 
dridge " — a  gift  from  the  King  in  1544  to  Sir  John  Baldwin,  Chief- 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  from  1536  to  1546.  A  later  descendant, 
Richard  Baldwin,  of  Cholesbury,  County  Bucks,  was  the  father  of  Joseph 
Baldwin.  Mr.  Baldwin's  great-grandfather,  Ezekiel  Baldwin,  was  a 
Revolutionary  patriot,  serving  among  the  New  Jersey  troops.  On  his 
mother's  side  he  is  descended  from  the  old  Dutch  family  of  Van  Nest. 
His  great-grandfather,  George  Van  Nest,  served  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  in  the  New  Jersey  Line  in  Captain  Jacob  Ten  Eyck's 
company.  First  Battalion.  After  the  war  he  was  a  resident  of  Somer- 
set County,  New  Jersey,  and  a  large  landowner  and  slaveholder.  Mr. 
Baldwin's  grandfather,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  was  a  wealthy  New  York 
merchant  and  owned  a  handsome  country  seat  in  the  part  of  the  pres- 
ent city  then  known  as  Greenwich  Village. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  prepared  for  college  at  a  private  school  at  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and  graduated  from  Rutgers  College  in  1856 
and  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1860.  In  the  latter 
institution  he  took  first  honors,  winning  the  first  prize  of  $250.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  NeAV  York  bar,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
has  been  in  active  practice  in  this  city,  enjoying  a  large  and  successful 
business  and  recognition  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar. 
He  has  devoted  much  attention  to  the  law  of  trusts  and  the  investiga- 
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tion  and  trial  of  causes  arising  under  it.  in  iccent  years  liis  practice 
has  been  largely  as  a  consulting  lawyci'  and  in  tiic  inanagi'incnt  of 
large  estates. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  one  of  the  original   ineinhcis  of  flie  Bar  Associa- 
tion, was  tile  liist  vice-president  and  one  of  tlie  founders  of  the  Univer- 
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sity  Club  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  its  council.  He  is  the 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  New  York  Society  Library 
and  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan,  Union,  and  Century  clubs,  the  St. 
Nicholas  Society,  and  various  other  social  and  literary  associations. 
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]ARGER,  SAMUEL  F.  (born  in  New  York  City,  October  19, 
1832),  is  representative  among  lawyers  who  having  displayed 
not  merely  legal  talent  but  aptitude  for  the  management  of 
practical  affairs,  have  been  induced  to  abandon  general  prac- 
tice to  devote  their  whole  energies  to  building  up  a  single  great  inter- 
est. The  demands  of  the  vast  corporations  which  have  sprung  up  in 
America  have  created  a  special  department  for  the  adjustment  of  busi- 
ness intricacies.  The  association  of  men  with  legal  training  and  exec- 
utive ability  with  a  single  enterprise  is  another  step  in  this  develop- 
ment. The  Vanderbilts  have  been  among  the  first  to  recognize  the 
advantage  of  this,  and  their  policy  of  calling  to  their  aid  such  helpers 
as  Mr.  Barger  and  Mr.  Depew  has  been  justified  by  the  results.  With 
the  continued  development  of  coi'porate  enterprises  we  may  expect  to 
see  frequent  imitations  of  this  policy  ;  yet  the  credit  of  establishing 
the  precedent  must  always  remain  with  the  Vanderbilt  management, 
and  the  two  lawyers  named  will  hold  a  unique  place  in  the  history  of 
contemporaneoiis  legal  practice. 

Mr.  Barger  is  descended  from  Dutch  ancestors  who  came  to  New 
Amsterdam  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement,  and  located  on  Staten 
Island.  He  was  educated  at  the  Columbia  College  Grammar  School, 
conducted  by  Doctor  Charles  Anthon,  and  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  then  under  the  chancellorship  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  ; 
and  studying  law  in  the  office  of  Honorable  Aaron  S.  Pennington,  of 
Paterson,  New  Jersey,  was  admitted  to  the  New  Jersey  bar  in  1854, 
and  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1855.  Beginning  practice  in  New  York 
City,  he  exhibited  such  abilities  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  late 
Commodore  Vanderbilt,  who  employed  him  in  various  legal  capacities, 
and  in  1867,  when  Mr.  Barger  had  been  in  practice  but  twelve  years, 
associated  him  with  himself  as  a  director  of  the  New  York  Central 
Eailroad  Company. 

From  this  time  Mr.  Barger's  energies  were  employed  almost  exclu- 
sively in^  building  up  this  enterprise.  With  the  consolidation  of  the 
"  Central  "  and  "  Hudson  River"  companies  'in  1869,  be  became  a  di- 
rector of  the  new  organization,  Mr.  Depew  then  holding  the  post  of 
corporation  attorney.  The  details  of  Mr.  Barger's  efforts  from  that 
time  to  the  present  in  assisting  in  the  acquisition  and  development  of 
the  western  lines  and  various  connections  which  make  this  great  rail- 
road system  what  it  is  cannot  be  entered  into  here.  His  success  has 
doubtless  been  due  to  his  ability  to  add  to  business  qualifications  of 
the  first  order  the  advantage  of  looking  at  all  questions  from  the 
standpoint  of  a  trained  lawyer.  According  to  the  characterization  by 
one  of  his  colleagues,  he  also  has  "  what  seems  to  be  an  almost  intui- 
tive knowledge  of  men  and  human  nature,  and  a  remarkable  faculty 

^  The  confidence  in  Mr.  Barger  entertained  by  the  he  was  chosen  to  preside  over  the  famous  meeting  in 
directors  of  these  two  companies,  says  the  "Memorial  Albany,  November  1,  1869,  at  which  the  consolidation 
History  of  New  York,"  was  "shown  by  the  fact  that    was  effected." 
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Tor  jiiiliiini;-  ;il)ilities  and  motives  in  those  with  whom  lie  comes  in 
contact  or  lias  doalinps."  ' 

In  addition  to  the  responsil)lo  positions  ol'  director  and  nieiiiher  of 
the  executive  committee  and  chairman  of  the  law  committee  of  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  Rivei-  llailroad  Company,  Mr.  Barker 
has  for  many  years  served  in  the  same  relation  to  the  jireater  number 
of  the  chief  allied  lines."  While  lie  has  never  permitted  the  use  of 
his  name  in  connection  with  political  office,  he  has  accepted  a  few  pub- 
lic trusts  where  his  services  were  rendered  gratuitously,  such  as  com- 
missioner on  the  Board  of  Education  of  New  York  City,  and  com- 
missioner by  appointment  of  the  Legislature  in  1860  to  appraise  the 
damage  done  the  Quarantine  Station  on  Staten  Island  by  rioters.  lie 
likewise  represented  the  State  of  New  York  as  Presidential  elector  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  in  1870. 

Mr.  Barger  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  social  circles  of  New 
York  City  and  Newport.  He  is  a  x)atron  of  art,  and  has  collected 
many  exquisite  paintings.  His  library  also  contains  many  rare  treas- 
ures of  the  book-making  art.  He  is'  u  life  member  both  of  the  New 
Yorli  Historical  and  American  Geographical  societies,  as  well  as  of 
the  Saint  Nicholas  Society,  a  patron  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art,  an  attendant  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  (Doctor 
John  Hall,  pastor),  and  a  well-known  club  man.' 


|ARLOW,  FRANCIS  CHANNING  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  October  19,  1834;  died  in  New  York  City,  January  11. 
189(?),  was  the  son  of  David  Hatch  Barlow.  His  father  was  a 
prominent  Unitarian  minister,  born  at  Windsor,  A^ermont,  his 
mother  a  native  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts.  General  Barlow  gradu- 
ated from  Harvard  College  in  1855,  taking  the  highest  honor,  and 
pursuing  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  William  Curtis  Noyes,  of 
New  York,  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  and  practiced  con- 
tinuously in  this  city,  except  when  engaged  in  the  public  service,  until 
his  death. 

Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and 
from  April  19,  1861,  to  November  16,  1865,  his  career  was  one  of  con- 
ceited in**  Memorial  History  of  New  York."  of  the  original  "  Centrar'  company  prior  to  the  con- 

'  Including  the  Harlem  Railroad,  the  West  Shore,  solidation  of  1S69.     His   associates  in  that  body  were 

Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  Chicago  &  Notth-  CoEuuicKlore  Vandorbilt.  William  H.   Vanderhilt,  Au- 

western,  Michigan  Central,  and  the  Canada  Southern  gustus  Schell,  Horace  F.  Clarke,  Daniel  Torrance,  C. 

systems.    From  its  inception  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  W.  Chapm,  James  H.  Banker,  H.  H.  Baxter,  William 

the  Wagner  Palace  Car  Company  ;  and  he  is  a  director  A.  Kissam  and  George  J.  Whitney, 

of  the  Albany  Bridge  Company  and  of   the  Canada  'He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  early  governors  of 

Southern  Bridge  Company.     He  is  a  trustee  of   the  the  Manhattan  Club  ;  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the 

Union  Trust  Company.     He  was  also  a  director  and  governing  committee  of  the  Union  Club,  of  which  he 

member  of   the  executive  committee  of  the  Western  has  been  a  member  for  thirty  years ;  and  a  member  of 

Union  Telegraph  Company  from  the  death  of  Commo-  the  Jletropolilau,  Knickerbocker,  Kaciiuet,  Tennis,  and 

dore  Vanderbilt  in  1877  until  Jay  Gould  secured  a  con-  New   York  Yacht  clubs  of  New  Y'ork,  the  Somerset 

trolling  interest  in  1881,  when  he  resigned.    Mr.  Barger  Club  of  Boston,  and  the  Casino  and  Reading  Room 

is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Newport. 


86  HISTORY   OF  THE  BENCH   AND   BAR   OE  NEW   YORK 

tinuous  and  conspicuous  military  service  to  liis  country.  Enrolling  as 
a  private  in  the  Engineer  Company  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  State 
Militia  Volunteers,  he  emerged  as  major-general  of  volunteers,  having 
been  appointed  to  the  full  grade  May  26,  1865.  His  promotion  was 
rapid,  his  service  gallant  and  daring  throughout.  He  participated  with 
his  regimental  command,  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  in  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Virginia,  May  31  and  June  1,  1862  ;  in  the  seven 
days'  battle  of  the  Peninsular  campaign,  including  actions  at  Peach 
Orchard,  June  29,  1862  ;  AVhite  Oaks  Swamp,  June  30,  1862  ;  Malvern 
Hill,  July  1,1862  ;  and  in  the  valley  of  Antietam,  Maryland.  September 
17,  1862.  With  his  brigade  command  (Second  Brigade,  Second  Divi- 
sion, Eleventh  Army  Corps)  he  took  part  in  the  Chancellorsville  cam- 
paign of  May,  1863,  and  in  the  first  day's  battle  at  Gettysburg,  July  1, 
1863.  With  his  division  command  (First  Division,  Second  Army 
Corps)  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5  and  6, 
1864  ;  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  May  12  and  18,  1864  ;  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3,  1 864  ;  and  the  campaign  before  Petersburg  in  June,  July,  and 
August,  1864,  including  the  battle  of  Deep  Bottom,  Virginia,  August 
14,  1864. 

Returning  from  the  war  General  Barlow  was  elected  Secretary  of 
State  of  New  York,  serving  from  1866  to  1867  ;  was  appointed  United 
States  Marshal  in  1869  ;  and  elected  Attorney-General  of  New  York 
State  for  the  year  1872-73. 

General  Barlow  appeared  as  counsel  in  the  following  litigations 
growing  out  of  the  Tweed  frauds :  People  vs.  Starkweather,  People  vs. 
Connolly,  People  vs.  Ingersol,  Peo]5le  vs.  Tweed.  AVhile  Attorney- 
General  he  began  the  fight  against  the  Canal  Ring,  which  was  carried 
on  by  his  successors.  He  was  counsel  in  the  interest  of  depositors  in  a 
number  of  savings  bank  litigations,  including  the  following :  French, 
Receiver  vs.  O'Brien ;  Hun,  Receiver  vs.  Salter  ;  Hun,  Receiver  vs. 
Carey  ;  Paine,  Receiver  vs.  Willett.  He  also  appeared  in  many  other 
prominent  cases,  bearing  on  corporation  and  general  commercial  law. 


5  ARRETT,  GEORGE  CARTER  (born  in  Ireland,  July  28, 1838), 
is  the  son  of  Reverend  Gilbert  Carter  Barrett,  a  clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  subsequently  became  a  mission- 
ary to  the  Canadian  Indians,  and  grandson  of  Lieutenant 
John  Carter  Barrett,  of  the  English  army,  who  served  in  the  campaigns 
against  Napoleon,  receiving  a  medal  for  bravery  at  Waterloo. 

Judge  Barrett  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  London,  West  Canada, 
Columbia  College  Grammar  School  of  New  York,  and  Columbia 
College,  leaving  the  latter  at  the  end  of  his  freshman  year  to  begin  the 
study  of  law.  He  lai'gely  supported  himself  at  this  time  by  contribut- 
ing articles  to  the  newspapers  and  short  stories  and  serials  to  various 
literary  periodicals.     He  was  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law 


HISTORY    OF    TIIK    HKNCII    AND    HAR    OF    N'KW     YOItK  1^7 

for  several  years  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  and  in  18G3  was  elected 
justice  of  the  Rixtli  .liidicinl  District  of  New  York  City.  In  1809  he 
wiis  elected  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Couumou  Pleas,  serving  one  year 
and  nine  months,  when  he  resigned  to  resume  practice  as  a  lawyer. 

.lust  at  tliis  tiiue,  however,  occurred  the  attack  upon  the  Tweed  I'ing, 
in  which  Judge  Bairett  was  active.  Of  th(>  Young  Men's  Municipal 
Reform  Association,  whicli  so  strenuously  opposed  Tweed,  he  was 
president;  while  he  was  also  a  meml)er  of  the  lleforni  Coiiunittee  of 
Seventy  of  that  period,  serving  as  its  counsel,  witli  A.  R.  Lawience, 
Francis  C.  Barlow,  and  Wheeler  H.  Peckham.  He  was  counsel  of 
John  P\)ley  in  the  famous  injunction  suit  brought  against  the  ring. 

In  1871  Judge  Barrett  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for 
the  term  of  fourteen  years,  and  in  188.5  was  re-elected.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  State  Constitution  of  1894,  and  is 
one  of  the  seven  members  of  its  Ai)i)ellate  Division.  "  Identified  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  with  the  Supreme  Coiirt,  although  at  all 
times  possessed  of  unusual  political  power,  yet  unsullied  in  rejuitation 
either  as  a  man,  lawyer,  or  judge,  it  is  not  an  unfitting  tribute  that 
Judge  Barrett  should  be  one  of  the  original  seven  members  of  the 
Appellate  Division  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  First  Judicial 
District  of  the  State  of  New  York.'" 


EACH,  MILES  (born  at  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  in 
1883),  is  the  son  of  the  late  Honorable  William  A.  Beach, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  bar  of  his  genera- 
tion. He  graduated  from  Union  College  with  honors  in 
1854,  and  studied  law,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  associated 
himself  with  his  father  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Beach  &  Smith, 
of  Troy,  New  York,  whither  his  father  had  removed  from  Saratoga 
Sjirings  long  before. 

Judge  Beach  attracted  attention  as  a  young  lawyer,  and  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Troy,  as  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party, 
serving  two  successive  terms. 

In  1871  Judge  Beach  removed  to  New  York  with  his  father,  with 
whom  he  succeeded  Judge  Rapallo  (elected  to  the  Court  of  Appeals), 
in  the  firm  of  Rapallo,  Daly  &  Brown,  which  thus  became  Beach, 
Daly  &  Brown.  With  the  subsequent  retirement  of  Mr.  Daly,  the 
firm  style  was  changed  to  Beach  &  Brown.  Representing  the  interests 
of  Jay  Gould,  as  well  as  of  the  Vanderbilts  largely,  they  had  the  most 
extensive  railway  business  of  any  firm  in  New  York. 

Governor  Robinson,  in  1879,  appointed  Judge  Beach  to  succeed 
Judge  Robinson,  deceased,  as  a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of  fourteen  years, 
over  such  opponents  as  ex-Recorder  Smyth  and  Elihu  Root.     In  1893 

'  "  History  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,"  by  James  Wilton  Bn-oks  (New  York,  1896i,  pii^e  98. 
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he  was  re-elected  for  another  term,  and  by  the  Constitution  of  1894 
transferred  permanently  to  the  Supi-eme  Court  Bench,  in  connection 
with  which  court,  however,  his  work  previously  had  been  chiefly  done. 

"  More  litigation  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  city  of  New 
York  than  was  brought  before  either  the  Superior  Court  or  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas.  To  relieve  the  Supreme  Court  judges  the  governor 
was  accustomed  to  appoint  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  sit  on  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench.  Judge  Miles  Beach,  through  frequent  appoint- 
ments of  successive  governors  to  act  with  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  was  always  more  identified  in  the  popular  mind  with  the  latter 
than  with  the  court  to  which  he  had  been  originally  appointed  and 
twice  elected,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  last  judges 

"Judge  Beach  has  been  known  for  many  years  as  one  of  the  most 
cultivated  judges  of  the  New  York  courts.  His  opinions  are  models 
of  conciseness.  He  has  a  notable  faculty  of  expressing  his  conclusions 
in  half  the  space  usually  required  by  others."  ' 


EAMAN,  CHARLES  COTESWORTH  (born  at  Houlton, 
Maine,  May  7,  1840),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Charles  C. 
Beaman  and  Mary  Stacy,  both  of  old  New  England  families. 
He  was  educated  at  Smithville  Seminary  (in  North  Scituate, 
Rhode  Island)  and  at  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1861,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He  studied 
law  at  the  Harvard  College  Law  School,  and  in  1866  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  New  York  City. 

Since  1866  Mr.  Beaman  has  practiced  law  continuously  in  New  Yoi'k 
City,  during  the  greater  part  of  this  time  as  a  member  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Evarts,  Choate  &  Beaman.  In  1871  Mr.  Beaman  was  appointed 
examiner  of  claims,  at  the  State  Department,  Washington,  and  in  1872 
he  was  solicitor  of  the  United  States  before  the  Tribunal  of  Arbitration, 
at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  in  the  matter  of  the  famous  Alabama  claims. 


pECHER,  WILLIAM  C.  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
January  26, 1849),  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  famous  Henry 
Ward  Beecher.  He  was  educated  in  several  institutions, 
spending  two  years  at  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute, 
a  period  more  than  twice  as  long  in  the  Gunnery  School  at  AVashing- 
ton,  Connecticut,  and  three  years  in  the  Round  Hill  School  at  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts.  In  1868  he  entered  Yale  College,  graduating 
four  years  later. 
In  the  autumn  of  1873  Mr.  Beecher  entered  the  Columbia  College 

^  Brooka^  "  History  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,"  pages  119,  130. 
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Law  School,  aiul  two  yeai's  later,  in  May,  187^,  was  graduated  and 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  began  practice  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Lewis  &  Beeciier,  wliich  enjoyed  a  iirosjierous  existence  until  its 
dissolution  in  1885.     In   1881   .ludge  liollins  appointed  Mr.  Beecher 


Assistant  District  Attorney  for  New  York  County,  a  position  which 
he  held  until  the  following  year,  when  he  resumed  his  private  practice. 
General   C.  T.   Christensen  in  1880  having  appointed  Mr.  Beecher 
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judge-advocate,  with  the  rank  of  major,  on  the  stafE  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  National  Guard,  New  York,  lie  served  in  this  position  until 
the  reorganization  of  the  l^ational  Guard  in  1886  ;  the  merging  of  all 
existing  organizations  in  the  newly  formed  Second  Brigade  necessitat- 
ing the  retirement  of  all  staff  officers. 

Although  following  no  one  branch  of  the  law  as  a  specialty,  Mr. 
Beecher  has  had  much  experience  in  insurance  assignment  and  negli- 
gence causes,  and  in  the  trial  of  causes  in  court  has  proven  himself  a 
successful  jury  lawyer.  He  is  special  counsel  for  a  number  of  law 
lirms  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

He  resides  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hamilton, 
Crescent  Athletic,  and  Rembrandt  clubs. 


EEKMAN,  HENRY  RUTGERS  (born  in  New  York  City, 
December  8,  1845),  is  the  son  of  William  F.  Beekman,  late  of 
New  York,  and  Catherine  A.  Neilson,  daughter  of  a  New 
York  merchant.  Judge  Beekman  was  graduated  from 
Columbia  College  in  1865,  and  from  Columbia  College  Law  School  in 
1867,  in  the  latter  year  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  and 
entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  a  successful 
lawyer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  elevation  to  the  bench,  in  1894,  was  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Ogden  &  Beekman. 

Judge  Beekman  was  for  many  years  interested  in  political  reform, 
and  the  study  of  practical  social  and  economical  questions.  In  18S4  he 
was  appointed  school  trustee  for  the  Eighteenth  Ward,  New  York  City. 
Mayor  Grace,  in  1885,  appointed  him  a  park  commissioner,  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  William  M.  Oliffe,  deceased,  while  the  following 
year,  being  reappointed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  he  was  made 
president  of  the  board.  The  project  of  establishing  small  parks,  as 
"  breathing-places,"  in  the  heart  of  the  most  thickly  settled  parts  of 
the  city,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  classes,  was  his  conception;  and 
Mulberry  Street  Park  and  the  extension  of  the  East  River  Park  were 
fruits  of  his  efforts,  he  having  in  1887  prepared  and  secured  the 
passage  of  the  legislative  bill  providing  for  the  completion  of  these 
and  other  similar  park  enterprises. 

In  1886,  however,  having  been  elected  president  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  the  city,  on  the  United  Democratic  ticket.  Judge 
Beekman  resigned  from  the  park  board,  December  31,  1886.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1888,  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Hewitt  Corporation  Counsel,  to 
succeed  Honorable  Morgan  J.  O'Brien,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  1888,  under  Mayor  Hewitt,  and  in  1889,  under 
Mayor  Grant,  respectively.  Judge  Beekman  drew  up  the  two  bills 
providing  schemes  of  rapid  transit  for  the  city,  and  also  was  the 
author  of  the  "  Chamber  of  Commerce "  bill,  and  legal  adviser  of  the 
commission  appointed  under  it.    In  1890  Governor  Hill  appointed  him 
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a  member  of  the  commission  to  secure  uiiirorin  iiini  riM<;('  l;i\vs  in  nil  the 
States,  and  he  was  elected  cliniiniMii  (if  tlir  cniircit'iici-  of  State 
commissions  on  this  subject. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Beeknian  was  a  candidate  for  justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  New  York  City  on  the  Union,  or  "Committee  of 
Seventy  "  ticket ;  while  by  the  Constitution  adopted  in  the  same  elec- 
tion he  was  transferred  to  the  Sujjrenie  Court. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Century,  I'nion,  Manhattan,  Democi'atic, 
Reform,  and  University  clubs.  In  1870  he  married  Isabella,  daujihter 
of  Mr.  Richard  Lawrence,  of  New  York  City,  and  has  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters. 


ELL,  EDWARD  WELLS  (born  in  Marlborough,  Hartford 
County,  Connecticut.  December  23,  1841),  is  the  son  of  Rev- 
erend Hiram  Bell  and  grandson  of  Deacon  John  Bell,  of  An- 
trim, New  Hampshire,  whose  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
blood  and  among  the  first  settlers  of  Bedford,  New  Hampshire.  His 
great-great-grandfather,  John  Bell,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution 
under  the  command  of  General  John  Stark  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Bunker  Hill  and  Bennington.  His  mother,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Wells,  daughter  of  Noah  Wells,  of  Colchester,  Connecticut,  was  of 
English  extraction,  her  ancestors  being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 

His  earlier  educational  training  was  received  at  the  common  schools 
of  Marlborough  and  Killingworth,  Connecticut,  and  at  the  Military 
Academy  of  Peekskill,  New  York,  of  which  his  uncle,  Albert  Wells, 
was  for  many  years  the  principal.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1864, 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Roger  H.  Lyon,  of  New  Yorlv 
City,  and  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law^  School  in  1870. 

The  following  fall  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Brooklyn,  and  soon 
after  opened  an  office  in  New  York  City,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  practice.  He  was  in  the  office  of  Austin  Abbott  for  several  years, 
and  assisted  him  in  editing  his  report  of  the  famous  Tilton-Beecher 
trial,  as  also  the  lirst  six  volumes  of  "  Abbott's  New  Cases."  He  after- 
ward was  in  the  office  of  Dillon  &  Swayne  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
since  the  early  part  of  1889  has  been  in  the  legal  department  of  the 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 

Mr.  Bell  has  been  a  directTor  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Tele- 
phone Company,  the  New  England  Teleiihone  and  Telegraph  Company, 
and  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  and  is  now  sec- 
retary of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  of  Baltimore 
and  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  of  Indiana.  He 
was  for  several  years  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  is  an 
elder  in  Mount  Olivet  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  New  York 
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City  Bar  Association,  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  American  Statistical  Association,  Yale  Alumni  Association  of 
New  York,  and  the  Dwiglit  Alumni  Association.     He  is  a  Fellow  of 


EDWAED   WELLS   BELL. 


the  American  Geographical  Society  and  Councillor  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Civics. 

He  was  married  January  15,  1867,  to  Julia  E.  Skinner,  daughter  of 
Prentice  B.  Skinner,  of  Marlborough,  Connecticut. 
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|E'IT8,  I'MJKDEHK!  HENRY  (Ihhii  in  Newburgh,  Orange 
County,  New  York,  March  8,  1843),  is  the  son  of  Honorable 
Frederic  J.  Betts  and  Mary  Ward.  His  father  was  district 
attorney  of  Orange  County  in  1823  ;  master  in  cliancery, 
1823-27 ;  clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit  and  District  courts  of  New 
York,  1827-41  ;  judge  of  th(>  Hustings  Court,  Canii)bell  County,  Vir- 
ginia, lSt>7-70. 

Mr.  Betts  is  descended  from  New  England  ancestors,  including  many 
notable  colonial  ])ersonages.'  He  was  educated  at  llusseirs  Military 
Academy  (New  Haven,  Connecticut)  and  Yale  College,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1864,  and  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts.  He  studied  law  with  Governor  Henry  B.  Harrison,  of 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  Man  &  Parsons,  of  New  York  City,  and 
graduated  from  the  Yale  Law  School  in  186,'5,  and  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege Law  School  in  1866,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  the 
latter  year. 

Mr.  Betts  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  difficult 
department  of  patent  law,  and  has  been  counsel  in  many  of  the  most 
important  patent  litigations  of  the  past  twenty  years.  In  1874  he  was 
counsel  for  the  Insurance  Department  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
was  the  counsel  of  New  York  City  in  patent  causes  from  1877  to  1893. 
He  is  counsel,  also,  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  the 
Edison  Electric  Light  Company,  the  General  Electric  Company,  the 
Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Company,  the  Mergenthaler  Printing  Com- 
pany, the  Harvey  Steel  Company,  and  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Betts  is  the  author  of  "  Policy  of  Patent  Law"  (1879),  and  was 
lecturer  on  patent  law  iu  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  University 
from  1872  to  1883.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  city  reforms,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  citizens'  committees  of  "  Fifty  "  and  "  One  Hun- 
dred," in  1883  and  1884,  respectively  ;  also  serving  in  1884  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  County  Committee. 


ETTS,  SAMUEL  ROSSITER  (born  June  8,  1786,  in  Rich- 
mond, Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts),  was  the  son  of 
Uriah  Betts,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  of 
Sarah  Rossiter,  whose  great-grandfather  was  one  of  the 
assistant  governors  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Betts  was  educated  at  Lenox 
Academy,  being  the  first  student  of  that  institution  to  enter  college. 
He  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1806,  in  1830  being  made  a 

>  He  is  eighth  in  descent  from  John  Uaynes,  third  Louisburg ;  ninth  from  ('aptaiu  John  Taylor,  who  was 

governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  first  governor  of  Cou-  killed  by  Indians  ;  fourth  from  Samuel  Comstocli  Betts 

necticut ;  eighth  in  descent  from  George  Wyllys  and  and  third  from  Uriah  Betts,   Revolutionary   soldiers ; 

William  Leete,  respectively,  governors  of  Connecticut ;  and  is  also  lineally  descended  from  the  following  who 

ninth  from  Edward  Rossiter,  assistant  of  Massachu-  were  members  of  the  Connecticut  Provincial  .\ssem- 

setts  ;  seventh  from  Samuel  Wyllys  and  Samuel  Sher-  bly,— William  Spencer,  George  Bartle't,   Christopher 

man,  assistants  of  Connecticut ;   sixth  from  Colonel  Comstock,  Nathaniel  Stone,  Josiah  Rossiter,  Lieuten- 

Andrew  Ward,  who  served  in  the  expedition  against  ant  Johu  Scoville,  and  Captain  Andrew  Ward. 
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doctor  of  laws  by  the  same  college.  Having  read  law  with  Grosvenor 
&  Bay,  of  Hudson,  New  York,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  about  1809, 
and  commenced  practice  at  Monticello,  Sullivan  County,  jS^ew  York. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  district,  serving  from 
1815  to  1817. 

Afterward  settling  in  Newburgh,  Orange  County,  he  was  appointed 
State  Circuit  Judge  in  1823,  and  judge  of  the  United  States  District 
Court,  Southern  District  of  New  York,  in  1827,  by  John  Quiney 
Adams,  filling  the  latter  office  until  his  resignation  in  May,  3867.  In 
addition  to  his  labors  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench  he  compiled  Eetts' 
"  Admiralty  Practice,"  and  supervised  the  preparation  of  his  opinions, 
as  publislied  in  the  reports  of  Blatchford  &  Hadland.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  establishing  the  principles  of  admiralty  law  as  now  adminis- 
tered, in  interpreting  the  Bankrupt  Act  of  1840,  and  in  administering 
the  prize  law  during  the  Civil  War.  During  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  with  the  troops  called  into  service  to  defend  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  and  was  appointed  Judge-advocate  by  Grovernor  Tompkins.  He 
died  in  November,  1868,  at  eighty-two  years  of  age. 


IRDSEYE,  LUCIEN  (born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  County, 
New  York,  October  10,  1S21;  died  in  New  York  City,  January 
27,  1896),  was  the  son  of  Honorable  Victory  Birdseye  and 
Electa,  daughter  of  Captain  James  Beebe.  He  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Pompey  Academy,  which  his  father  had  founded, 
and  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1841.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  his  father's  ofiice,  at  Pompey,  at  the  end  of  two 
years  entered  the  office  of  Kirkland  &  Bacon,  prominent  lawyers  of 
Utica,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1S44.  In  October, 
following,  he  began  practice  at  Albany,  New  York,  when  he  was 
admitted  as  solicitor  in  chancery  and  counselor-at-law  in  chancery. 
Upon  the  removal  to  New  York  of  Mr.  Kirkland,  in  1850,  Judge  Birds- 
eye  became  a  partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Kirkland  &  Birdseye. 
In  1856  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Clark  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  the  Second  District,  to  succeed  Judge  William  Rockwell, 
deceased,  and  held  the  ofiice  until  the  fall  election  of  1857.  While 
on  the  bench  Judge  Birdseye  devoted  himself  with  marked  assiduity 
to  the  work  of  clearing  up  the  calendars  of  the  circuit  and  equity 
term  of  Kings  County,  the  legal  business  of  which  he  found  greatly 
in  arrears. 

Upon  his  retirement  he  returned  to  practice,  now  in  New  York  City, 
but  with  his  old  firm  (which  had,  however,  undergone  some  changes), 
under  the  style  of  Birdseye,  Sommers  &  Johnson.  In  1861  this  part- 
nership was  dissolved,  Mr.  Birdseye  remaining  in  pi-actice  alone  until 
1865,  when  he  took  into  partnership  Charles  P.  Crosby.  In  1872  the 
present  firm  of  Birdseye,  Cloyd  &  Baylis  was  formed.      For  several 
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years  Judge  Birdseye  was  iiuich  occupied  wiili  llic  liearing  of  refer- 
ences, but  liis  general  practice  became  so  exacting  tliat  he  declined 
fui-ther  referee  service.  He  lias  been  counsel  in  many  notable  liti- 
gations. Among  these  were  the  suits  of  Prouty,  Boardman,  Jermain, 
and  others,  against  the  Michigan  Southern  &  Northern  Indiana 
Railroad  Com]iany,  whicli  was  consolidated  with  other  corporations 
during  the  contest,  forming  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern. 
These  suits  were  the  prosecution  of  claims  for  arrears  of  dividends  on 
the  ])referied  and  guaranteed  stocks,  and  were  stubbornly  resisted,  the 
most  eminent  counsel  being  engaged  in  the  defense.  The  litigation  of 
the  various  cases,  which  were  many  times  in  the  General  Term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  extended  over  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  Judge  Birdseye  becoming  hnally  successful.  A  fore- 
closure case  of  great  magnitude  which  he  conducted  was  that  of  the 
mortgage  on  the  Maxwell  tract,  lands  granted  by  tlie  Republic  of 
Mexico  to  Beaubien  and  Miranda  in  18-il,  some  seven  years  prior  to 
the  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  the  territory  now  comprised  in 
Southern  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  California.  The  suc- 
cessful termination  of  the  proceedings  required  Judge  Birdseye's  pres- 
ence in  the  courts  of  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  and  Amsterdam,  in  the 
Netherlands,  wliere-.the.  bonds  secured  by  the  mortgage  were  largely 
held. 


TSCHOFF,  JUNIOR,  HENRY  (born  in  New  York  City, 
August  16,  1852),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Bischoff,  a  prominent 
l)anker.  He  is  of  German  descent.  His  grandfather,  of  Achim, 
Prussia,  was  a  church  builder  in  Germany  nearly  a  century 
ago,  and  subsequently  became  a  lumber  merchant  and  manufacturer  of 
brick,  some  of  his  descendants  still  carrying  on  the  business. 

Judge  Bischoff  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  Bloom- 
field  Academy  (Bloomtield,  New  Jersey),  and  was  subsequently  placed 
under  a  private  tutor.  He  graduated  in  1871  from  Columbia  Col- 
lege Law  School,  receiving  honorable  mention  in  the  department  of 
political  science.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  J.  II.  &  S.  Riker  for  two 
years,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He  commenced  practice  in 
New  York  City  with  F.  Leary,  with  whom  he  remained  in  partnership 
until  1878,  after  which  he  continued  alone. 

Mr.  Bischoff's  practice  has  been  confined  exclusively  to  civil  cases, 
being  largely  in  the  direction  of  real  estate  litigations  and  surrogate 
cases.  In  1870,  becoming  interested  in  politics,  he  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  party  leaders  and  soon  took  a  prominent  place  in  the  counsels 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  appointed  to  collect  the  arrears  of 
personal  taxes  for  the  city,  holding  the  position  until  his  election  as 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1889.  In  the  change  arising 
from  the  revision  of  the  State  Constitution  in  1894  (the  Court  of  Com- 
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men  Pleas  being  abolislied)  he  became  a  Supreme  Court  Judge,  January 
1,  1896,  for  the  balance  of  his  term,  expiring  January  1,  1904.  With 
Honorable  Joseph  F.  Daly  and  Honorable  David  McAdam,  he  holds 
the  Appellate  Term,  before  which  all  appeals  from  the  lower  courts  are 
carried. 

His  early  practical  education  in  the  details  of  banking  and  finance, 
acquired  while  connected  with  his  father's  banking  house  during  the 
period  immediately  after  leaving  college  (having  at  times  entire  charge 
of  the  business),  became  invaluable  to  him  in  his  legal  and  judicial 
career.  His  decisions  upon  all  questions  appertaining  to  these  sub- 
jects have  been  marked  by  exceptional  clearness  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  points  involved.  His  work  upon  the  bench  has  been 
thus  characterized  : 

"  His  moral  courage,  his  self-reliance,  his  independence  of  character, 
his  firm  adherence  to  the  right  cause  have  rendered  his  decisions  more 
than  usually  acceptable  to  the  bar.  Though  one  of  the  youngest  judges 
on  the  bench,  he  has  already  become  noted  for  his  industry,  his  uniform 
courtesy,  and  the  soundness  of  his  decisions."  ' 

Judge  Bischoff  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  Square  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  also  a  founder.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  Club, 
the  Democratic  Club,  the  Tammany  Society,  the  German  Society,  the 
Liedei'kranz,  Arion,  and  Beethoven  societies,  and  many  other  German 
organizations.  He  belongs  to  a  musical  family,  and  is  himself  master 
of  many  instruments,  excelling  upon  the  piano.  He  sjjeaks  German 
with  perfect  accuracy  and  purity  of  accent,  and  has  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  German  literature. 

He  was  married  in  1873  to  Annie  Moshier,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Louise  Moshier,  of  Connecticut,  and  has  one  daughter,  Loula,  born 
May  13,  1876. 

LACK  WELL,  FEANK  ENGS  (born  in  New  York  City, 
March  28,  1846),  is  the  son  of  James  Madison  Blackwell  and 
Jennet  D.  Engs.  Receiving  his  preparatory  education  at 
private  schools  and  under  tutors,  he  entered  Hobart  College, 
graduating  in  1867.  He  attended  law  lectures  at  the  Columbia  College 
Law  School,  but  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  the  close  of  the  course, 
and  did  not  graduate.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in  New  York, 
May  8,  1869,  he  at  once  commenced  practice  in  this  city. 

He  has  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  corporation  and  commercial  law, 
and  has  neither  embarked  in  outside  business  ventures  nor  engaged  in 
politics,  but  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  practice.  While  he 
frequently  appears  before  the  Kings  County  bar,  and  the  bar  of 
Queens  County  (the  county  in  which  he  resides),  his  main  clientage 

'  Brooks's  "  History  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleae  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York '"  (New  York,  1896), 
page  126. 
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continues  to  be  in  New  York  City,  a  ml  liis  Im.siness  is  largely  before 
the  various  courts  of  that  city. 
Mr.  l^lackwell  has  never  accepted  aiipointiucrits  to  oflRcp,  oi'  politicii] 


FKAXK   ENQS   BLACKWELL. 


nominations,  believing  that  the  best  tradition  requires  a  close  hewing 
to  professional  lines.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  and 
the  Downtown  Association  of  New  York  City. 
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ILAIR,  CHARLES  HILDRETH  (born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
Jul}^  5, 1851),  is  the  son  of  John  A.  Blair,  a  prominent  lawyer 
and  statesman,  and  Theresa  Van  Voorhis.  He  received  his 
early  education  at  the  public  schools  of  Zanesville,  and  at 
the  Mclntire  Academy  and  High  School,  and  afterward  attended 
Kenyon  College  and  Cornell  University,  graduating  from  the  latter  in 

1872.  Four  years  later  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  was  conferred 
upon  him.  He  read  law  in  the  offices  of  Blair  &  Randall,  of  Zanes- 
ville, and  Goode  &  Bowman,  of   Springfield,  Ohio,  and  in  January, 

1873,  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar,  at  Columbus,  and  three  years  later 
to  the  New  York  bar,  at  New  York  City.  He  began  practice  at  Zanes- 
ville, but  since  1876  has  continuously  jiracticed  in  New  York  City. 

He  has  been  connected  with  numerous  important  litigations,  includ- 
ing the  Draughbaugh  Telephone  case,  the  Cotton  Oil  Trust  litigation, 
and  that  over  the  Ezra  Cornell  estate.  As  attorney  for  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Ezra  Cornell,  he  recovered  a  Judgment  of  $489,000  in  her  favor 
against  F.  C.  Cornell.  Mr.  Blair  is  director  of  various  railroads.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  "National  Railway  Act,"  and  proposed  the 
"Amendment  to  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Law"  of  New  York,  in 
1888. 

He  was  nominated  in  1890  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Congress 
from  the  Twelfth  District  (New  York  City),  but  was  defeated  by 
Roswell  P.  Flower.  He  was  elected  a  captain  of  the  New  York 
National  Guard  in  1876-77,  commissary  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade, 
New  York  National  Guard,  in  1877-79,  and  lieutenant-colonel  and 
engineer  of  the  Seventh  Division,  New  York  National  Guard,  in 
1879-81. 


LISS,  GEORGE  (born  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  May  3, 
1830),  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  S.  Bliss.  His  father 
and  grandfather  were  prominent  lawj'ers  of  western  Massa- 
chusetts. From  1837  to  1847  his  father  was  connected  with 
great  railroad  corporations,  being  successively  agent  and  president  of 
the  Western  Railroad  of  Massachusetts,  now  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  ;  while  in  1850  he  became  president  of  the  Michigan  Southern 
and  North  Indiana  railroads,  and  was  also  president  of  the  Chicago  & 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  director  in  manj^  other 
prominent  Western  railroads. 

Mr.  Bliss  received  his  early  education  at  home,  spent  eighteen 
months  in  European  travel,  and  entered  Harvard  College  as  a  sopho- 
more in  1848,  graduating  in  1851.  During  his  college  course  he  was 
associated  with  David  A.  Wells  in  the  publication  of  two  volumes  of 
the  "  Annual  of  Scientific  Discovery  "  and  a  work  called  "  Things  Not 
Generally  Known,"  both  of  which  were  successful.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  spent  two  years  in  Europe,  studying  at  the  University  of  Ber- 
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lin  and  in  Paris,  and  traveling  through  Sweden,  soutliern  Germany, 
Switzerhind,  northern  Italy,  Spain,  and  I'oitngal,  much  of  the  time  on 
foot.     Returning  to  this  country,  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  George 


Walker,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  after  a  year  in  Harvard 
Law  School  came  to  New  York,  entering  the  office  of  William  Curtis 
Noyes.    The  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
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Declining  a  partnership  oflEered  him  by  William  Curtis  Noyes,  he 
engaged  in  practice  for  himself.  In  1859  and  1860  he  was  private  sec- 
retary to  Governor  Edwin  D.  Morgan  ;  in  April,  1861 ,  was  placed  upon 
his  staff,  and  in  1862  became  paymaster-general  of  the  State  with  the 
rank  of  colonel.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed  captain  in  the 
Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  and  detailed  to  the  staff  of  Major- 
General  Morgan,  commanding  the  Department  of  New  York.  In  1862 
and  1863,  under  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  organized  the 
Twentieth,  Twenty-sixth,  and  Thirty-first  Regiments  of  the  United 
States  colored  troops,  as  the  representative  of  the  Union  League  Club 
of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Returning  to  the  practice  of  law,  in  1866,  he  became  the  attorney  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  and  Metropolitan  Board  of  Excise.  In  the 
litigation  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  acts  creating  these  boards, 
as  attorney  for  the  boards,  with  Dorman  B.  Eaton  as  counsel,  Mr.  Bliss 
carried  the  cases  to  a  successful  close  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Pend- 
ing the  litigation  in  the  excise  cases  a  thousand  injunctions  were 
granted  in  the  Common  Pleas  Court  alone. 

On  January  1,  1873,  he  was  appointed  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  Southern  District  of  New  York,  which  position  he  held  for  more 
than  four  years,  successfully  clearing  up  a  congested  calendar.  Among 
important  cases  during  this  period  was  the  trial  of  Robert  Des  Anges, 
a  deputy  collector,  whom  Mr.  Bliss  convicted  of  conspiracy  to  defraud 
the  government.  Another  case  led  to  the  exposure  of  what  was  known 
as  the  "Lawrence  Conspiracy,"  whereby  the  customs  had  been 
defrauded  of  over  a  million  dollars. 

In  1881  and  1882,  by  appointment  of  President  Garfield,  Mr.  Bliss 
was  the  active  counsel  of  the  government  in  the  trial  of  the  celebrated 
"  Star  Route  Cases  "  against  ex-Senator  Dorsey,  ex- Assistant  Postmas- 
ter-General Brady,  and  others.  The  cases  were  twice  tried  in  Wash- 
ington before  a  jury,  each  trial  occupying  from  four  to  five  months. 
In  the  first,  though  some  of  the  minor  accused  were  convicted,  the 
verdict  was  unsatisfactory  and  was  set  aside  by  consent ;  the  second 
trial  resulted  in  an  acquittal.  The  law  upon  which  the  prosecution 
was  based  was  subsequently  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  The  trials  put  a  final  end  to  a  system  of  frauds  by 
which  the  government  was  robbed  of  many  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Bliss  is  the  author  of  several  works  of  a  legal  nature.  He  has 
published  three  editions  of  the  "  Law  of  Life  Insurance  "  and  four  edi- 
tions of  the  "  Annotated  New  York  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,"  which 
has  become  the  standard  authority  on  that  subject.  At  one  time  he 
contributed  to  the  North  American  Review,  and  was  for  many  years 
an  active  newspaper  contributor,  writing  editorially,  chiefly  on  political 
subjects,  for  the  Springfield  Republican,  the  New  York  Tribune,  and 
the  New  York  Times. 

Mr.  Bliss  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  was  an  intimate 
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friend  of  President  Artliur,  Imt  lias  always  refused,  except  during  the 
war,  to  take  any  unprofessional  oflice.  lie  has  been  closely  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  laws  relating  to  New  York  City,  having  drawn 
up  many  of  the  existing  statutes.  He  prepared  the  Charter  of  187:} 
and  many  of  the  important  amendments  since  passed.  He  drew  and 
procured  the  passage  of  the  original  TcMiement  House  act  for  the  city 
of  New  York,  ami  was  one  of  three  commissioners  who  in  1879  and 
1880,  under  the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  prepared  the  comi)ilation 
known  as  the  "  Special  and  Local  Acts  Relating  to  the  City  of  New 
York,"  and  later  drew  the  "New  York  City  Consolidation  Act." 

Despite  a  large  practice,  Mr.  Bliss  has  found  much  time  for  travel, 
especially  in  out-of-the-way  places  in  Phirope  and  America.  He  has 
been  twice  nuuried  and  has  two  children. 


LUMENSTIEL,  ALEXANDER  (born  in  New  York  City, 
August  28,  1843),  is  of  German  parentage,  the  son  of  Isaac 
and  Janet  Blumenstiel.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  pulilic  schools,  later  entering  the  Free  Academy  (now 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York),  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1863,  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  in  18U(i 

He  began  his  legal  studies  with  Hall  &  Arnold,  the  latter  of  whom 
is  the  present  Surrogate,  graduating  from  Columbia  College  Law 
School  in  1866,  and  the  same  year  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar. 

He  has  followed  his  profession  in  this  city  continuously  since, 
acquiring  a  lucrative  practice.  His  extensive  acquaintance  with 
commercial  interests  opened  a  iield  for  his  abilities  in  business  circles  ; 
while  he  has  also  been  retained  in  imi)ortant  cases  in  the  law  of  bank- 
ruptcy. He  has  also  found  time  for  some  literary  work,  publishing  in 
1877  ''Blumenstiel  on  Bankruptcy,"  which  is  received  as  authority  on 
the  subject  it  discusses. 

He  was  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  ])arty  for  judge  of  the 
Marine  Court  in  1879,  but  was  not  electe<l.  He  was  married.  February 
3,  1867,  to  Theresa  Wolfsbruck,  of  New  York  City.  Tbey  have  eight 
children,  one  of  whom,  Emanuel,  is  now  a  member  of  the  tirm  of 
Blumenstiel  &  Hirsch  ;  the  other,  Edwin,  is  pursuing  the  study  of  law 
in  his  fathers  ofhce  and  at  the  Columbia  College  Law  School. 


OOKSTAVER,  HENRY  WELLER  (born  in  Montgomery, 
Orange  County,  New  York,  September  17,  1835),  is  the  son 
of  Daniel  Bookstaver  and  Alletta  Weller.  He  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Henry  Buchstabe,  of  Switzerland,  the  religious 
reformer  of  the  sixteenth  century,  who  was  compelled  to  oppose  his  own 
brother,  Johannes  Buchstabe,  equally  prominent  on  the  conservative 
side,  in  the  theological  contest  in  the  Swiss  republic.  From  Switzer- 
land some  of  the  family  emigrated  to  Germany  ;  while  from  the  latter 
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country,  near  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Jacobus  Buch- 
stabes,  or  Boochstabers,  ancestor  of  Judge  Bookstaver,  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settling  in  Orange  County,  New  York. 


Judge    Bookstaver    was    educated   at    Montgomery    Academy,  in 

Orange  County,  New 
York,  and  at  Rutgers 
College,  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, New  Jersey,  from 
which  last  he  was  grad- 
uated with  high  honoi's 
in  1859,  subsequently 
receiving  the  degrees 
of  master  of  arts,  and 
in  1888  doctor  of  laws. 
He  studied  law  with 
the  firm  of  Brown, 
Hall  &  Vanderpoel,  of 
New  York  City,  and 
was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar  in  1861. 
A  little  later  he  became 
a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Brown,  Hall  &  Van- 
derpoel, and  since  that 
time  has  successfully 
practiced  in  this  city, 
with  the  exception  of 
the  considerable  period 
during  which  he  has 
been  upon  the  bench. 
AVhile  enjoying  a  lai'ge  private  practice,  he  became  successively  Sheriii's 
attorney,  counsel  to  the  Police  Board,  and  counsel  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  Charities  and  Correction.  His  defense  of  Sherifl"  Reilly  won  him 
considerable  reputation  as  an  eloquent  pleader.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  this  city,  since  which  time 
his  services  in  this  judicial  capacity  have  been  highly  creditable  to  him. 
Judge  Bookstaver's  interests  outside  his  professional  work  are  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Archeeological,  Geogi-aph- 
ical,  and  Historical  societies  of  this  city,  and  a  patron  of  the  Metro- 
politan Museum  of  Art  and  the  Museum  of  Natiiral  History.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Casino  Club  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  of  the 
Manhattan,  St.  Nicholas,  and  Zeta  Psi  clubs  (which  last  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing)  of  New  York.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  alumnus  of 
Rutgers  College  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees.  He  was 
married  September  6,  1865,  to  Mary  Bayliss  Young,  of  Orange  County, 
New  York. 


HENRY    WELLER   BOOKSTAVER. 
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OWMAN,     HENRY     nOPPEK    (boni    in    Paterson,    New 

.lt'1-.sey,  aVfiiy  U,  1851),  is  the  son  of  .loiin  Harkness  ]5owman 
and  Eliza  Jane  lloiiper.     His  four  grandparents  rejjresented 
four  distinct  nationalities — English,  Scotch,  Ilollandish,  and 
Frendi.  His  father,  born  in  Galston,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  an  enii- 


nent  civil  engineer  and  controlled  many  large  contracts  in  connection 
with  extensive  plantations  in  Cuba.  Mr.  Bowman  was  educated  in  public 
and  private  schools,  spent  a  year  at  Cornell  University,  a  year  at  the 
University  of  New  York,  and  two  years  at  the  Columbia  College  Law 
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Scliool,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1875.  AYhile  studying  law  he  had 
entire  charge  of  the  theoretical  work  in  Packard's  Commercial  College, 
New  York  City,  lecturing  on  commercial  law  and  the  theory  of 
accounts. 

Although  admitted  to  the  bar  upon  graduation  in  1875,  he  did  not 
commence  practice  until  18T7,  when  he  opened  an  office  in  New  York 
City.  In  1880  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Artemas  B.  Smith,  as 
Smith  &  Bowman,  which  still  continues.  The  firm  enjoys  a  lai'ge  and 
general  real  estate  practice.  In  the  latter  class  of  work  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  is  a  recognized  specialist.  Mr.  Bowman's  own 
specialty  is  jury  work,  in  which  he  has  been  remarkably  successful. 
Among  interesting  cases  was  that  of  Vantassel  vs.  New  York,  Lake 
Erie  &  Western  Railroad,  in  which  his  client,  an  injured  employee, 
obtained  a  A^erdict  for  $15,500,  which  was  eventually  increased  to  Sl9,- 
200.  In  another  case,  Blair  vs.  the  New  York  Electrical  Equipment 
Company,  he  secured  for  an  injured  workman  a  verdict  for  $15,000. 
In  the  case  of  Bamford  vs.  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  he  secured 
§8,500  damages. 

Since  1888  Mr.  Bowman  has  been  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Peter  Adams  Company  and  the  Adams  &  Bishop  Company,  among 
the  oldest  manufacturers  of  high-grade  paper  in  the  country.  For  the 
last  eight  years  he  has  also  been  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Passaic 
Quarry  Company,  near  Newark,  New  Jersey,  a  quarry  famous  for  its 
building  stone.  Mr.  Bowman  is  a  member  of  the  Montauk  Club, 
Brooklyn,  and  the  Aldine  Club,  New  York  City. 


RISTOW,  BENJAMIN  HELM  (born  at  Elkton,  Todd  County, 
Kentucky,  June  20,  1832),  was  the  son  of  Honorable  Francis 
Marion  Bristow  and  Emily  Edwards,  niece  of  the  first  gov- 
ernor of  Illinois.    His  father  was  a  congressman  and  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Kentucky  in  1 850. 

General  Bristow  was  graduated  from  Jefferson  College,  Pennsylvania, 
in  18.50  ;  studied  law  in  his  father's  office,  and  practiced  as  his  partner 
until  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Judge  R.  T.  Petrie.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Kentucky  Regiment.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Fort 
Donaldson,  and  Shiloh,  being  wounded  in  the  last  mentioned.  When 
he  recovered  he  was  active  in  recrniting  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Cavalry 
Regiment,  of  which  he  was  made  colonel.  He  participated  in  the 
pursuit  and  captiire  of  Morgan's  Raiders  in  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and 
Ohio.  While  in  the  field  in  1863  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  during  his  term  as  senator  was  appointed  Assistant  United  States 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  Kentucky.    He  thereupon  removed  to 
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Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  a  little  later  was  appointed  United  States 
Attorney  for  that  district.  After  holding  tliis  office  for  a  short  time 
he  resigned  and  formed  a  paitnersliip  witli  John  M.  Harlan.  In  istlO 
the  office  of  vSolicitor-General  was  createtl  by  Congress  and  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Grant  as  the  first  Solicitor-General  of  the 
United  States.  After  two  years  he  resigned,  and  returning  to  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  IST-i  he  was  ai)pointed 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years.  In  1876 
his  name  was  prominently  mentioned  as  nominee  of  the  Republican 
party  for  the  Presidency,  and  he  received  a  large  vote  for  the  nomina- 
tion in  the  Republican  convention  of  that  year.  Upon  his  resignation 
as  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until  187S,  when  he  moved 
to  the  city  of  New  York.  Here  he  formed  a  partnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  Bristow,  Peet,  Burnett  &  Opdyke,  which  was  continued 
nnder  the  various  styles  of  Bristow,  Peet  &  Opdyke  and  Bristow, 
Opdyke  &  Willcox. 

The  work  of  the  United  States  District  Attorney's  office,  during  Mr. 
Bristow's  service,  was  exceedingly  onerous  and  varied.  At  the  same 
time  he  engaged  in  heavy  private  litigation.  As  Solicitor-General  he 
had  charge  of  the  argument  of  the  government  cases  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  and  took  part  in  many  cases  that  have  become 
leading  authorities.  After  his  removal  to  New  York,  his  practice 
included  the  argument  of  cases  not  merely  in  the  New  York  courts, 
but  also  many  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as  in  the 
higher  courts  of  various  States  and  in  the  Federal  courts  throixghout 
the  country. 

In  1879  he  was  president  of  the  American  Bar  Association. 

He  was  married,  November  21,  1854,  to  Abbie  Slaughter  Briscoe,  in 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  Two  children  survive  him,  Nannie  Bristow, 
wife  of  Eben  Sumner  Drapei",  of  Hokedale,  Massachusetts,  and 
William  Benjamin  Bristow,  of  New  York  City. 
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]RONK,  WILLIAM  REA  (born  in  New  Baltimore,  Greene 
County,  'New  York,  September  17,  1856),  is  the  son  of 
Ephraim  P.  Bronk  and  Jane  Van  Slyck.  The  Bronk  family 
is  one  of  the  old  Dutch  stocks  settled  in  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  valleys  since  1626.  An  extensive  grant  of  land  from  the 
Indians  to  Pieter  Bronk,  the  pioneer  of  the  family,  is  on  record  at  the 

office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Albany.  The  same  family  gave  its 
name  to  the  Bronx  River  in  West- 
chester County. 

Mr.  Bronk  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twelve,  when  he  was  placed  in 
a  private  school  at  Coeymans,  New 
York.  Later,  he  prepared  for  col- 
lege under  a  private  tutor — Profes- 
sor Altmayer,  of  Albany — and 
entered  Cornell  University,  from 
Avhich  he  graduated  in  1880.  He 
studied  law  in  the  offices  of  Myn- 
derse  Van  Cleef  &  David  M.  Dean, 
both  of  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Saratoga  Springs  in  September,  1880. 

Mr.  Bronk  removed  to  New  York  City  in  January,  1881,  and  was 
for  a  time  connected  with  the  United  States  District  Attorney's  office, 
under  Stewart  L.  Woodford.  Since  October,  1882,  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  private  practice. 


WILLIAM   BEA   BROKK. 


ROOKS,  JAMES  WILTON  (born  April  19, 1854,  in  New  York 
City),  is  the  son  of  Honorable  James  Brooks,  a  native  of  Maine, 
the  son  in  turn  of  Captain  James  Brooks,  who  was  killed 
during  the  War  of  1812  while  in  command  of  the  United 
States  Privateer  Yankee,  and  who  married  a  Miss  Folsom,  the  descend- 
ant of  a  Puritan  who  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1638.  Honorable 
James  Brooks  was  a  member  of  the  legislatures  of  Maine  and  New 
York,  held  several  important  Federal  and  State  offices,  was  the  founder 
of  the  New  York  Evening  Express,  and  died  in  Washington  while 
serving  his  seventh  term  as  a  member  of  Congress  from  New  York. 
Mr.  Brooks's  mother,  formerly  Mrs.  Randolph,  was  a  Vii'ginian,  whose 
principal  plantation  was  Wilton,  on  the  James  River,  some  ten  miles 
below  Richmond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  met  at  the  White  House, 
where  the  latter  was  the  guest  of  her  relative,  the  elder  President 
Harrison. 

Prepared  for  college  by  tutors  abroad  and  at  home,  Mr.  Brooks  en- 
tered Yale  University,  graduating  in  1875.   In  college  he  was  one  of  the 
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editors  ot  tlie  Yale  Literary  Magazine.  After  graduation,  he  became 
connected  witli  the  Evciiiiiri  Express,  and  for  two  yeais  lilled  different 
])o.sitions  both  in  the  counting-house  and  on  the  editorial  staff,  his 
uncle,  Erastns  Brooks,  l)ein<?  at  that  time  editor  of  the  paper.  He 
retired  when  the  interest  of  his  family  in  the  Express  was  sold  to  Mr. 
John  Kelly,  and  passed  the  next  few  years  partially  in  P^urope  and 
partially  in  attendance  at  the  Columbia  College  Law  School.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  New  York  Legislature  for  1882-83,  and  was 
particularly  identified  witli  the  statutes  concerning  Civil  Service  and 


JAMES   WII/rON    BROOKS. 


Political  Assessments.  He  soon  after  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
law,  although  his  activities  since  have  not  been  altogether  confined  to 
his  profession.  He  became  counsel  in  1888  to  a  small  paper  called 
University,  which  was  gradually  developed  under  his  guidance  into 
The  University  Magazine.  lie  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  peri- 
odical in  1894.  In  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  cause  of  univer- 
sity education,  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred  irpon  him 
in  June,  1890,  by  St.  John's  College,  Annapolis.' 


^  The  following  editorial  notice  appeared  in  the  New- 
York  Sun  of  June  S'.l,  1S90  : 

"Our  distinguished  townsman,  >Ir.  James  M'ilton 
Jirooks,  has  received  from  St.  John's  College  at  Annap- 
olis the  degree  of    Doctor  of    Laws.    Doctor  Brooks 


graduated  from  Yale  in  KS75  and  is  lu>w  only  thirty-six 
years  of  age.  Few  scholars  have  ever  achieved  the 
enviable  learned  distinction  of  the  doctorate  at  hie 
years." 
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Mr.  Brooks  has  been  for  over  twenty  years  a  member  of  the  Union 
and  Knickerbocker  clubs  of  New  York.  He  has  contributed  articles  to 
various  journals  and  magazines,  and  is  the  author  of  a  "  History  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  (1896)," 
which  was  well  received  by  the  press  and  the  bar.  He  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  dying  in  1888,  he  was  married  in  1893  to 
Florence,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  James  Miller,  for  many  years 
president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas  and  Coke  Company. 


|ROWEE,  GEORGE  VANDERHOOF  (born  in  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  October  18,  1843),  is  the  son  of  Richard  Brower 
and  Margaret  Van  Buskirk,  and  is  descended  from  an  old 
family,  established  in  Brooklyn  from  early  colonial  days. 
His  great-grandfather,  Abraham  Brower,  was  an  officer  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  joint  owner,  with  Jeremiah  Brower,  of  the  old  tide- 
mill  at  Gowanus  which,  by  order  of  General  Washington,  was  burned 
during  the  battle  of  Long  Island  to  prevent  the  grain  and  other  prop- 
erty from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Brower  was  prepared  for  Princeton  College,  but  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  preventing  him  from  pursuing  his  studies  at  that  insti- 
tution, he  subsequently  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  Judge  Charles 
W.  Waller,  of  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania.  In  1866  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bar,  and  to  the  New  York  bar,  in  New  York  City,  in 
March,  1867.  He  has  practiced  law  in  Brookljm  continuously  since 
that  time,  acquiring  a  large  real  estate  and  commercial  business.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  many  of  the  most  important  real  estate  cases 
tried  in  Brooklyn  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  counsel,  and  one  of 
the  trustees,  of  the  Kings  County  Trust  Comi^any. 

January  3,  1885,  he  was  appointed  general  appraiser  of  the  port  of 
New  York  by  President  Cleveland,  resigning  the  position  in  1889, 
when  Mr.  Cleveland's  first  term  expired.  In  July,  1889,  he  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  Chapin  one  of  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
city  of  Brooklyn,  under  the  law  limiting  the  Park  Commissioners  to 
three,  and  was  elected  president  of  the  board.  Subsequently  the  Park 
Department  was  made  a  single-headed  commission  and  Mr.  Brower 
was  appointed  commissioner,  retaining  the  position  until  February  1, 
1894.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  and  organizers  of  the 
Rembrandt  Club  of  Brooklyn,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Atlantic  Yacht 
Club,  the  Brooklyn  Club,  Montauk  Club,  and  other  social  organizations 
of  Brooklyn. 
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ROWN,  AUGUSTUS  CLEVELAND  (born  in  York,  Livinf?- 
stoii  (\)unty,  New  Yoi'k,  October  23,  ISIJ'.t),  is  the  son  of  Rev- 
erend Silas  Clai'k  J5ro\\ii,  of  Nortliainpton,  Massachnsetts, 
and  Mary  Cleveland,  of  Brooklyn,  Connecticut.  He 
alteiided  the  vilhiue  sriiools  of  West  Bloonifield,  New  Yoi'k,  from  1^40 
to  IS'hi,  the  Canandaigua  Academy  from  1853  to  isr)4,  tli(^  Genesee 
Academy  from  18S5  to  1857,  and  in  1861  graduated  IVom  Williams 
College.  He  studied  law  in  tlie  offices  of  Smitii  &  Lapiiam,  of  Canan- 
daigua, New  York,  of  which  lirni  James  C.  Smith  became  a  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  Elbridge  G.  Lapham,  United 
States  Senator. 

Mr.  Brown  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  New  York,  June 
5,  1863,  and  in  1865  began  practice  in  New  York  City,  where  he  has 
continued  since  in  association  at  different  times  with  Honorable 
Charles  A.  Rapallo,  Honorable  James  C.  Spencer,  William  M.  Hoes, 
James  B.  Metcalf,  and  Eugene  F.  Daly  in  the  firm  of  Rapallo  &  Spen- 
cer, and  with  Honorable  William  A.  Beach  and  Honorable  Miles  Beach 
in  the  firm  of  Beach  <t  Brown. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  June,  1863,  until  he  began  the  j^rac- 
tice  of  law  in  New  York  City  in  1865,  Mr.  Brown  was  a  .soldier  in  the 
Civil  ^Var.  In  March,  1864,  he  was  commissioned  cajitain  of  Battery 
H  of  the  Fourth  New  York  Artillery,  and  in  command  of  his  battery, 
which  was  at  different  times  attached  to  the  Fifth  and  Second  Corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  participated  in  the  campaign  of  1864,  from  the 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg  and  in  the  engagements  about  Petersburg. 

As  a  lawyer  in  New  Y^ork  City  Mr.  Brown  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  has  been  engaged  in  a  large  number  of  important  and 
interesting  cases. 


jROWN,  CHARLES  F.  (born  in  Newburgh,  New  York\  is  the 
son  of  the  late  Honorable  John  W.  Brown,  of  Newburgh. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  October  11,1796, 
and  brought  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  who  originally 
settled  in  Putnam  County,  New  York,  but  in  1801  removed  to  West 
Newburgh.  Here  the  grandfather  of  the  present  Judge  Brown  was 
the  successful  proprietor  of  a  fulling-mill. 

Honorable  John  W.  Brown,  as  a  lawyer  and  jurist,  was  no  less  dis- 
tinguished than  his  son,  the  present  Sui^reme  Court  Justice.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Newburgh,  and 
studied  law  with  Jonathan  Fisk,  the  most  eminent  lawyer  of  his  day 
in  Orange  County.  Judge  John  W.  Brown  was  connected  in  early 
life  with  the  Orange  County  militia,  in  which  he  held  the  commis- 
sions, first  as  captain  and  subsequently  as  colonel.  He  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  from  1821  to  1825  was  clerk  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  village  of  Newburgh.  He  served  two  successive 
terms  in  Congress,  1833-35  and  1835-37  ;  was  an  active  member  of  the 
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Constitutional  Convention  of  this  State  in  1846  ;  in  1849  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Second  Judicial  District,  and  in 
1857  was  re-elected.    As  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  enjoyed 


the  distinction  of  never  having  one  of  his  decisions  reversed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals ;  while  he  himself  served  as  an  associate  justice  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  during  the  later  years  of  his  second  term  on 
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the  Supreme  Court  bench.  Distinguished  iis  un  advocate,  he  was  still 
more  so  as  a  judge.  One  of  his  decisions,  in  which  he  witlistood  a 
strong  public  opinion,  was  against  a  projjosed  State  loan  of  !t;7,()()(),(i()i). 
Honorable  Charles  F.  Brown,  like  his  father,  a  successful  lawyer 
and  distinguished  jurist,  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1806, 
and  early  achieved  success  and  recognition  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  Newburgh.  He  was  elected  District  Attorney  of  Nevvburgh  in 
1874,  and  continued  in  the  position  until  1877,  distinguishing  himself 
in  the  service  of  the  city.  At  the  end  of  his  term,  in  1877,  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Orange  County.  His  abilities  as  a  judge, 
displayed  in  this  position,  were  recognized  in  his  elevation  in  1882 
to  the  Supreme  Court  bench,  where  he  has  since  continued.  His  many 
notable  decisions,  in  cases  of  great  importance,  cannot  be  entered  into 
here.  From  1889  to  1892  he  served  upon  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  and  in  December,  1893,  he  became  the  presiding 
justice  of  the  General  Term  of  the  Second  Department.  On  the  crea- 
tion of  the  new  Appellate  Division  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  (1896)  he  was  appointed  presiding  justice  by  Governor  Morton. 
On  October  5,  1896,  he  declined  the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed 
himself,  giving  the  following  reason  :  "^At  the  approaching  election  I 
shall  cast  my  vote  for  the  candidates  of  the  Eepublican  party,  as  I  can- 
not support  the  candidates  nominated  at  the  Chicago  Convention  or 
give  my  adherence  to  the  political  principles  set  forth  in  the  platform 
adopted  by  that  body. " 

]IICKINGHAM,  CHARLES  LUMAN  (born  in  Berlin  Heights, 
Ohio,  October  14, 1852),  is  the  son  of  George  Buckingham  and 
Ariadne  Andrews.  His  grandfather,  Samnel  Buckingham, 
and  great-grandfather,  Tiiomas  Buckingham,  were  early 
settlers  of  the  famous  "  Western  Reserve,"  to  which  they  had  removed 
from  Connecticut.' 

His  father's  death  left  Mr.  Buckingham  and  a  brotlier  dependent  npon 
their  mother,  "  a  lady  of  unusual  attaiiunents  and  great  strength  of 
character."  Thrown  into  circumstances  calculated  to  develop  self- 
reliance,  his  educational  advantages  were  largely  of  his  own  providing. 
Finishing  with  the  public  schools,  he  made  a  business  trip  to  the  West 
when  sixteen,  and  returning  to  Ohio  engaged  in  some  successful  enter- 

^  The  Buckingham  family  can  be  traced  to  a  remote  eral  Court.  Mr.  Charles  L.  Buckingham  is  ninth  iu 
antiquity.  From  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  descent  from  this  gentleman  and  eif^hth  from  his  dislin- 
branches  of  the  family  were  ainonti  the  English  no-  guished  son.  Reverend  Thomas  Buckingham — ex-Gov- 
bility  and  landed  gentry.  Many  ancient  manors  in  ernor  Buckingham,  of  Connecticut,  being  of  the  same 
Buckinghamshire,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk  still  bear  the  family.  Through  his  mother,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Bucking- 
family  name,  yir  Owen  Buckingham  was  Lord  Mayor  ham  is  also  descended  from  the  old  New  England  fara- 
of  London  in  the  seventeenth  century.    The  American  dies  of  .\dams  and  .\ndre\vs. 

emigrant,  Thomas    Buckingham,  one    of   the   promt-  The  paternal  line  is  as  follows:   Thomas  Bucking- 

nent  early  settlers  of  Connecticut,  arrived  iu  Boston,  ham  i,  Ifeverend  Thomas^^  Thomas  3,  Thomas *,  Jede- 

Junc2ti,  ItWT.  became  a  fouEider  of  New  Haven  m  lu:j8  diah 'i,  Thomas  ",   Samuel',  George  •,  Charles  L.  Buck- 

and  of  Milfotd  in  1039,  was  one  of  "seven  pillars"  Ingham  «,  of  New  York. 
of  Milford  Church,  and  represented  the  town  in  Gen- 
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prises.  He  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated 
in  1875,  an  easy  mastery  of  mathematics  and  meclianics  characterizing 
his  course.  Receiving  an  appointment  as  examiner  in  the  United 
States  Patent  Office,  he  held  positions  in  this  office  several  years,  receiv- 
ing various  promotions,  and  at  the  same  time  attending  the  Columbian 
Law  School  of  Washington.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  subsequently  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
began  practice  as  counsel  of  the  \Yestern  Union  Telegraph  Company. 
"  Almost  at  once  he  attracted  attention  by  his  brilliant  abilities  as 
a  lawyer,  no  less  than  by  his  remarkable  knowledge  as  an  expert." 

Mr.  Buckingham's  work  as  a  lawyer  has  been  of  a  character  so 
remarkable  as  to  deserve  some  notice.  It  is  from  the  difficulties  arising 
in  many  deiDartments  of  legal  practice  that  the  necessity  for  specialism 
has  grown,  and  it  is  in  the  most  difficult  of  these  fields  that  he  has 
achieved  distinction.  The  success  of  Mr.  Buckingham  in  the  line  of 
practice  which  he  has  followed  strikingly  illustrates  the  possibilities  of 
a  professional  career  where  systematic  special  training  has  been 
added  to  the  greatest  natural  aj^titude.  His  work  has  been  thus  char- 
acterized : 

Mr.  Buckingham  has  attained  uuusual  prominence  in  the  legal  profession,  at  an 
age  when  most  men  have  their  reputation  yet  to  make.  He  stands  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  distinguished  lawyers  who  have  made  a  specialty,  of  the  vast  interests 
and  intricate  questions  involved  in  modern  patent  litigation,  and  in  the  peculiarly 
difficult  field  of  electrical  cases  he  is  pre-eminent.  It  may  be  said  that  he  is  the 
creator  of  a  legal  method  ia  this  department,  requiring,  in  addition  to  the  high- 
est abilities  of  the  lawyer,  an  expert  scientific  knowledge  and  a  genius  for  original 
and  exhaustive  investigation,  which,  in  the  degree  he  exhibits  them,  few  men  can 
ever  hope  to  possess 

He  has  conducted  many  of  the  most  important  patent  cases  which  have  ever  come 
to  trial,  involving  enormous  interests,  and  in  this  work  has  enjoyed  an  extraor- 
dinary success 

His  industry  is  one  of  the  marked  characteristics  of  Mx.  Buckingham's  work. 
....  The  study  of  the  mechanics  of  a  single  great  case  has  cost  him  the  labor  that 
would  be  necessary  to  acquire  a  profession,  and,  ....  as  preliminai-y  work,  he  has 
given  months  to  the  study  of  publications  and  patents  bearing  even  remotely  upon 
the  question  at  issue.  Thus  equipped,  and  with  a  technical  knowledge  quite  as  com- 
plete as  that  of  the  expert  witnesses,  he  possesses  a  power  in  cross-examination  which 
is  almost  unprecedented  in  this  department  of  law. 

The  labor  involved  in  the  larger  of  these  cases  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
printed  report  of  evidence  and  briefs  sometimes  occupies  nine  or  ten  volumes,  aggre- 
gating several  thousand  pages,  with  hundreds  of  intricate  illustrations. 

The  mere  financial  importance  of  his  cases  frequently  amounts  to  inunense  sums, 
and  it  is  the  guarding  of  such  large  interests  which  has  directed  the  best  legal  talent 
into  the  special  field  of  patent  law.  Moreover,  with  the  multiplication  of  intrica- 
cies, this  field  lends  itself,  in  turn,  to  subdivision,  in  which  process  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham's peculiar  expert  work  has  contributed  not  the  least  factor,  separating  the  sub- 
field  of  electrical  cases — most  diificult  of  all — into  a  division  by  itself.  In  this 
department  Mr.  Buckingham  is  the  most  original  figure. 

But  if  attention  is  naturally  drawn  to  his  unusual  technical  skill,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  as  a  lawyer,  pure  and  simple,  Mr.  Buckingham  is  one  of  the 
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most  skillful  ci-oi^K-cxaiuiiioi's  at  the  bar.  and  that  his  carcruily-prepared  briefs  are 
distiiifi-uishcd  for  tlicir  oloariicss,  unusual  vijjor  and  ori^^iiiality,  and  remarkable 
command  of  irony  and  satii'o  in  exposing  the  weakness  of  the  ()])|)osition.' 

Following  are  the  titles  of  a  conspiciioiis  line  ol'  suits,  in  most  oH 
which  the  cause  of  Mr.  Buckingham's  clients  was  achieved  before  the 
cases  came  to  a  hearing,  either  through  abandonment  or  settlement  by 
the  opposing  side :  four  or  live  suits  of  the  Holmes  Burglar  Alarm 
Company  vs.  the  American  District  Telegrajih  Company,  1882-83, 
prosecuted  by  General  Duncan  and  Roscoe  Conkling;  The  Brush  Elec- 
tric Company  vs.  The  Schuyler  Electric  Light  Company,  18S3-8i), 
prosecuted  by  E.  N.  Dickerson,  Senior,  C.  E.  Mitchell,  and  Witter  & 
Kenyon  ;  several  suits  of  The  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company 
vs.  the  Commercial  Telegram  Company,  1883-8.'i,  successfully  prose- 
cuted against  David  Dudley  Field,  Roscoe  Conkling,  General  Duncan^ 
and  James  E.  Chandler ;  The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  vs. 
The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Telegraph  Company,  1885-87,  in  which  the 
defendant  was  represented  by  Messrs.  F.  H.  Belts,  G.  P.  Lowrey,  and 
Edward  R.  Bacon;  State  of  Delaware  vs.  Delaware  &  Atlantic  Telephone 
Company,  1889-01,  involving  the  question  of  common-carrier  precedence 
over  patent-right  and  contract;  Edi.son  Electric  Light  Company  vs.  New 
Haven  Electric  Company,  1890-92,  prosecuted  by  Frederic  H.  Belts  and 
Dyer  &  Seely  ;  the  Ore  Separator  cases,  two  suits  (Magnetic  Separator 
Company  vs.  International  Ore  Separating  Company,  and  same  vs. 
William  Dean  Hoffman),  1892-96,  defended  by  Dyer  &  Seely  and 
Cowen,  Dickerson,  IVicoll  &  Brown;  two  suits,  involving  the  great  issue 
of  electric  overhead  traction  (Overhead  Conductor  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany vs.  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  &  Manchester  Traction  Company,  and 
same  vs.  Duquesne  Traction  Company,  virtually  an  issue  between  the 
General  Electric  and  Westinghoiise  companies),  1892-96  ;  Deprez  vs. 
Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company,  1892-95,  prosecuted  by  Edmund 
Wetmore ;  three  suits  involving  the  Tesla  patents  (Westinghouse 
Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Tesla  Electric  Company 
against  the  Thomson-Houston  Electric  Company),  1893-96,  prosecuted 
by  Edmimd  Wetmore,  Duncan  &  Page,  and  Kerr  &  Curtis. 

Mr.  Buckingham  is  an  active  member  of  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  tlie  American  Academj^  of  Political 
and  Social  Science,  and  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
as  well  as  of  a  number  of  social  clubs  and  societies  of  New  York  City 
and  Washington.  He  was  also  a  contributor  to  the  series  of  technical 
articles  written  by  the  leading  engineers  of  the  country,  which  were 
published  in  Scribner^s  Magazine  (1889-90). 

'  "Stemorial  History  of  New  York,"  Vol.  V.,  pp.  346-8;  National  Magazine,  September,  1894,  pp.  495-7. 
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UEL,  OLIVER  PRINCE  (born  in  Troy,  New  York,  January 
22,  18B8),  is  of  Connecticut  ancestry  on  both  sides.  His 
mother,  Harriet  Hillhouse,  was  of  an  ancient  Connecticut 
family,  while  all  the  Buels  of  this  country  are  descendants 
of  Connecticut  ancestors.  Mr.  Buel's  father,  the  late  Honorable 
David  Buel,  Junior,  was  for  nearly  half  a  century  a  practicing  lawyer, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  bar  of  Northern  New 
York,  and  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1821.  His 
son,  Oliver  P.,  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1859,  and  studied 
law  under  his  father,  and  after  his  death  under  the  late  ex-Judge 
John  K.  Porter.  After  a  few  years'  practice  in  Troy,  Mr.  Buel  removed 
to  New  York,  where  he  has  been  in  active  practice  since. 

Although  not  a  specialist,  as  general  counsel  of  the  United  States 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  other  corporations,  he  has  been  largely 
engaged  in  insurance  and  corporation  litigations.  In  1871,  in  an 
attack  upon  the  Tobacco  Manufacturers'  Association,  instituted  by  a 
political  ring  backed  by  Boss  Tweed,  and  before  a  judge  afterward 
driven  from  the  bench,  Mr.  Buel  succeeded  in  rescuing  the  corporation 
from  the  clutches  of  a  receiver.  In  the  case  of  Harley  against  the 
United  States  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  Supreme  Court,  he 
succeeded  in  a  defense  depending  upon  destroying  on  cross-examina- 
tion the  testimony  of  the  most  eminent  medical  expert  in  the  country. 
The  defense  was  sustained  by  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  more 
recent  case  of  Gould  vs.  Seney  (31  N.  Y.  State  Reporter)  he  obtained 
for  his  client  a  decision  compelling  the  syndicate  committee  of  the 
projected  Richmond,  Allegany  &  Ohio  Central  Railroad  to  account 
for  more  than  a  million  dollars  alleged  to  have  been  misappropriated. 

Mr.  Buel  is  a  Democrat,  inclined  to  the  doctrine  of  free  trade. 
Soon  after  his  removal  to  New  York,  in  the  early  days  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Club,  he  was  accustomed  to  engage  in  its  debates.  From  1881 
to  1885,  while  residing  in  Yonkers,  he  was  president  of  the  Democratic 
club  of  that  city,  and  was  also  interested  for  several  years  in  educa- 
tional matters  as  a  member  of  the  Yonkers  Board  of  Education.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Reform,  Catholic,  and  Salmagundi  clubs  and  the 
Bar  Association.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Bar  Association  committee 
which  favorably  reported  a  proposition  submitted  by  him  to  consoli- 
date the  courts  of  New  York.  On  behalf  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Buel 
made  an  argument  before  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  consolidation,  and  the  Senate  approved  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  to  this  end,  but  adverse  influences  succeeded  in  shelv- 
ing the  measure  in  the  Assembly.  However,  this  proposition  was 
adopted  by  the  ConstitutioiuTl  Convention  of  1894.  As  a  member  of 
the  Excise  Reform  Association,  Mr.  Buel  also  appeared  before  Gover- 
nor Hill  in  favor  of  high  license. 

Mr.  Buel  was  brought  up  an  Episcopalian,  but  in  1881  his  convic- 
tions led  him  into  the  Catholic  Church.     He  is  fond  of  controversial 
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literature,  mid  has  cniiliihuti'd  to  inTioilicals.  Iluxlcv's  attack  on 
Christianity  led  liiiii  to  i>iiblisli  in  tlie  ('aUiolic  World  a  satire  on 
"The  Al)ial:ani  jjincoln  Mvtli,"  since  re-iuihlished  in  1>oo]c  form. 


^^^^>^  /^^^^^^ /y^^>£^ 


In  December,  1871,  Mr.  Buel  married  Josephine,  daughter  of  the  late 
General  Charles  McDougal,  one  of  the  ablest  surgeons  in  the  United 
States  Army. 
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URNETT,  HENRY  L.  (born  in  YoungstoAvn,  Ohio,  December 
26,  1838),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Burnett  and  Nancy  Jones. 
His  mother  was  of  an  old  Virginia  family,  her  parents  emi- 
grating to  Ohio  about  the  year  1800,  from  Lynchburgh, 
Virginia. 

The  Burnett  family  is  one  of"  the  oldest  and  most  honorable  in 
America,  tracing  directh^  to  William  Burnett,  colonial  governor  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  from  1720  to  1728,  and  afterwards  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  A  later  AVilliara  Burnett,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  family,  was  a  distinguished  physician  of  New  Jersey,  a 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1776,  and  served  from  that 
year  until  the  close  of  the  Revolution  as  surgeon- general  of  the  army 
for  the  eastern  district  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Buimett's  grandfather,  Samuel  Burnett,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  was  a  prominent  supporter  of  the  Revolution  and  a  man  of 
rare  culture  and  polish,  as  well  as  of  exalted  patriotism.  At  the  close 
of  the  struggle  for  independence,  finding  himself  impoverished  by  the 
war,  he  sought  to  better  his  fortune  in  the  territorial  wilderness  of 
northern  Ohio.  In  spite  of  the  rigors  of  pioneer  life,  he  established 
a  substantial  home,  but  was  unable  to  give  his  children  the  educational 
advantages  which  he  had  enjoyed.  By  necessary  environment,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Burnett's  father  became  a  farmer,  but  added  to  his  vocation 
the  business  of  contractor  and  builder. 

To  young  Burnett,  having  inherited  the  propensities  of  his  grand- 
father, and  aspiring  to  a  professional  career,  the  plodding  life  of  a 
farmer  was  distasteful.  Unable  to  get  the  consent  of  his  father  to 
acquire  an  education  beyond  that  of  the  district  schools,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  stealing  away  from  the  old  homestead  at  night,  equipped  with 
a  biindle  of  clothing,  forty-six  dollars  which  he  had  saved  up,  cojjies 
of  "  Thaddeus  of  Warsaw  "  and  the  "  Lady  of  Lyons,"  he  walked  about 
a  hundred  miles  to  Chester  Academy,  where  James  A.  Garfield  was  then 
a  student.  He  built  fires,  rang  the  bell,  and  did  any  odd  job  at  hand 
to  help  pay  expenses  while  at  the  academy.  Later  he  went  to  Hiram 
Institute,  where  Garfield  A\'as  one  of  his  teachers.  Leaving  the  insti- 
tute, he  entered  the  Ohio  State  and  National  Law  School  and  was 
graduated  in  1859.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1860,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law  in  Warren,  Ohio,  the  same  year.  He  had 
scarcely  started  in  his  iDrofession  when,  the  Civil  War  breaking  out, 
he  responded  to  the  first  call  for  volunteers,  enlisting  in  the  first 
cavalry  authorized  in  Ohio.  Each  recruit  was  to  bring  his  own  horse 
and  receive  pay  for  it  from  the  government.  When  the  recruits  were 
assembled  at  AVarren,  they  were  informed  that  government  certifi- 
cates would  be  tendered  instead  of  cash.  This  caused  great  dissatis- 
faction and  the  men  were  about  to  disperse.  At  this  juncture  Mr. 
Burnett  leaped  upon  a  fence  and  shouted :  "  Those  who  go  into  this 
war  to  fight  for  the  cause,  and  not  to  sell  their  horses,  follow  me  into 
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tliiit  yard,"  and  luniniting-  liis  liorse  dashcil  iiilo  tlir  yard.  Tin'  i-llVct 
was  electrical;  the  company  I'ollowed  him  to  a  man.  'I'ln'  tinop  was 
orp-anized  afterwards  as  Company  C,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  wilii  the 
impetuous  Burnett  as  captain.     The  regiment,  under  Colonel  Double- 


UtMlY    L.    BURNETT. 


day,  participated  in  the  battles  of  Carthau-e  and  Fort  "Wayne,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Cherokee  expedition  through  Arkansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory  under  Colonel  Weir,  who  was  intemperate  and 
proved  utterly  incompetent.     He  finally  reduced  his  command  to  such 
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straits  that  a  council  of  the  officers  of  the  troop  composing  the  expe- 
dition decided  to  arrest  him,  and  detailed  Major  Burnett  to  carry  out 
their  mandate,  prepare  the  manifesto  to  the  soldiers  in  defense  of  their 
action,  and  inform  General  Bhint  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  Major  Bur- 
nett's regiment  also  served  under  General  Burnside  during  a  part  of 
the  Knoxville  campaign,  and  he  was  promoted  from  time  to  time  until 
he  reached  the  rank  of  brigadier  general.  In  July,  1863,  he  was 
appointed  by  General  Burnside  judge-advocate  of  the  Department  of 
Ohio,  in  place  of  Captain  Ciitts,  relieved  from  duty  and  ordered  to  be 
tried  by  court-martial.  The  ability  displayed  in  the  trial  and  con- 
viction of  Captain  Cutts  led  eventually  to  the  extension  of  his  juris- 
diction to  the  Northern  Department,  in  which  were  situated  nearly  all 
the  military  prisons.  He  tried  the  famous  Sons  of  Liberty  or  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle  cases  in  Indiana,  and  the  cases  growing  out  of 
the  Chicago  conspiracy  to  liberate  and  arm  the  large  force  at  Camp 
Douglass.  He  had  scarcely  closed  these  cases  when  he  was  summoned 
to  Washington  by  Secretary  Stanton  to  aid  in  trying  the  Lincoln 
assassins.  Associated  with  Judge  Holt  and  Honorable  John  A.  Bing- 
ham, he  secured  the  conviction  of  the  consjiirators. 

He  resigned  from  the  army  in  December,  ISGii,  and  associated  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law  in  Cincinnati  with  Honorable  T.  W.  Bartley, 
late  chief  justice  of  Ohio.  Judge  Bartley  removing  to  Washington, 
in  1869,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  ex-Governor  Jacob  D.  Cox  and 
Honorable  John  P.  FoUett,  of  Cincinnati,  which  continued  until  1872, 
when  General  Burnett  removed  to  New  York.  He  was  at  once 
accorded  a  recognized  position  at  the  bar  of  the  metropolis.  In  1873 
he  became  associate  attorney  and  counsel  of  the  Erie  Railway  Com- 
pany, resuming  general  practice,  however,  in  1875,  in  partnership  with 
Honorable  B.  H.  Bristow,  Willian  Peet,  and  W.  S.  Opdyke.  He  sub- 
sequently formed  a  partnership  with  ex-Judge  Emot,  continuing  until 
the  death  of  the  judge,  and  was  associated  with  Edward  B.  Whitney 
until  the  latter  was  appointed  assistant  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States  under  President  Cleveland.  His  practice  has  always 
been  important  and  eminently  successful.  He  was  counsel  for  the 
English  bondholders  in  the  Emma  Mine  litigation,  in  which  he  was 
successful.  He  was  associated  with  Honorable  A.  F.  Walker,  and 
made  the  closing  argument  in  the  great  case  of  the  Rutland  Railway 
Company  against  Governor  Paige,  of  Vermont,  involving  some  four 
millions  of  dollars.  The  trial,  lasting  three  months,  was  one  of  the 
most  exciting  legal  battles  ever  fought  in  New  England.  In  the  clos- 
ing argument  General  Burnett  spoke  for  sixteen  hours,  his  address 
attracting  wide  comment  from  the  press.  "  If  General  Burnett  had 
won  no  previous  reputation  in  the  legal  forum,"  said  one  joui'nal, 
"  the  consummate  ability  displayed  in  the  defense  of  Governor  Paige 
would  stamp  him  the  peer  of  the  greatest  advocate  of  the  age." 

General  Burnett  is  a  member  of  many  clubs,  including  the  Union, 
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Colonial,  Cciitui'v,  inul  Mt^ti*oiM)liI:in.  lie  is  i)r('si(lent  of  tlic  Ohio 
Society,  succeeding  Colonel  Strong,  tlie  reform  mayor  of  18134,  and  is 
ex-president  of  the  Land  and  Water  Club,  lit*  is  also  one  of  tlip  new 
reform  directors  of  the  Northern  Pacific  l^ailroad  Company.  His 
Avife,  a  lady  of  literary  culture  and  high  social  ))osition,  was  formerly 
Miss  Tailer,  descended  from  Governor  Taller  of  the  eolony  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 


URRILL,  JOHN  EBENEZER  (born  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  July  17,  1822  ;  died  at  his  summer  home  in  Lenox, 
Massachusetts,  September  23,  1898),  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer 
Burrill  and  grandson  of  John  Ebenezer  Burrill,  both  pi*omi- 
nent  merchants  of  New  York  City.  Prior  to  their  coming  to  New 
York  (with  the  exception  of  a  short  sojourn  of  this  liranch  in  Khode 
Island),  tlie  BurriU  family  was  identified  with  Lynn,  Massachusetts, 
being  one  of  the  most  iirominent  colonial  families  of  Massachusetts.' 

John  E.  Burrill  was  carefully  educated  at  Hnddert's  noted  school  in 
this  city  and  at  Columbia  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
high  honors  in  183i),  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Studying  law  in  the 
office  of  Honorable  Samuel  O.  Poote  and  Honorable  Henry  E.  Davies, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  continuously  practiced  in  New  Yoi'k  City.'  He  was  presently 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  lucrative  business,  conducted  many  of 
the  notable  cases  of  his  day,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  as  he  was 
one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  New  York  bar.  Says  Mr.  Davison, 
his  former  partner : 

Mr.  Burrill,  early  in  his  professioiial  career,  bei2:an  to  attract  attention  by  the 
signal  ability  which  lie  displayed  in  the  trial  and  argument  of  cases,  and  soon  came 


i"The  Burrill  family  was  formerly  called  the  royal 
family  of  Lynn,  in  view  of  the  many  famous  persons 
connected  with  it."  ("History  of  Lynn,"  by  Lewis  & 
Newhall,  Boston.  1865,  page  116.)  George  Burrill.  the 
original  emigrant,  came  from  Seven  Oaks,  England, 
and  settled  in  Lynn  in  Hi30.  lie  was  one  of  the  largest 
landowners  and  one  of  the  mogt  influential  citizens  of 
that  town.  The  line  of  descent  to  ihe  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  as  follows  :  George  Burrill  ',  of  Lynn,  founder 
of  the  American  family  ;  his  son,  Lieutenant  John 
Burrill  2,  a  representative  in  the  General  Court,  who 
married  Lois  Ivory,  of  Lynn,  in  1(3.56 ;  their  son.  Honor- 
able Ebenezer  BurrilP  (born  at  Lynn,  July  13,  1679, 
and  died  September  G,  1761),  who  was  many  years  a 
Kepresentative  and  for  nine  years  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  and  who  married  Martha  Farring- 
ton  ;  their  son,  Ebene/.er  Burrill,  Esquire  ^  (born  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1702),  who  was  town  clerk  seventeen  years, 
and  for  twelve  years  a  Representative,  and  who  married 
a  daughter  of  General  Mansfield ;  their  son,  John 
Ebenezer  Burrill  ^,  of  Khode  Island  and  New  York  City, 
who  was  a  successful  merchant  of  Newport  and  New 
York,  and  an  officer  in  the  Hevolution  ;  his  son,  Eben- 
ezer Burrill '',  of  New  York  ;  his  son,  John  Ebenezer 
Burrill '.  the  well-known  New  York  lawyer. 

Other  early  members  of  the  family  of  note  were  The- 


ophilus  Burrill,  captain  and  judge;  the  famous  John 
Burrill,  who  for  twenty-two  years  was  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Court,  and  for  ten  years  presided 
as  the  ■■  beloved  speaker"  of  that  body  ;  Samuel  Bur- 
rill, a  Representative  during  the  Revolution,  and  one  of 
the  f  ramers  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Constitution  ; 
James  Burrill,  chief  justice  of  Rhode  Island  and 
United  States  Senator  from  that  State,  and  the  great- 
uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  and  Alexander 
Burrill^  lawyer  and  author  of  "■Burrill's  Law  Diction- 
ary,'''"'TJurrill  on  Assignments,"  "  Burrill's  Practice,'* 
and  many  other  books  in  Use  to-day. 

2  Mr.  Burrill  began  practice  in  partnership  with  John 
Pirnie.  Some  years  later,  under  the  tirui  name  of  Ellis. 
Burrill  &  Davison,  he  was  associated  with  Honorable 
Chesselden  Ellis  and  Charles  A.  Davison,  this  partner- 
ship continuing  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Ellis.  In  the  re- 
organization which  followed,  ]\Ir.  Burrill's  brother. 
Charles  D.  Burrill.  became  a  partner,  the  linn  style 
becoming  Burrill.  Davison  &  Burrill.  Upon  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Davison  in  IHT9.  Sir.  George  Zal)riskie  mv\ 
Mr.  Burrill's  eldest  son,  Middleton  S.  Burrill.  became 
members  of  the  tirm,  ^^hich  was  thereafter  known  as 
Burrill.  Zabri^kie  it  Burrill.  This  style  is  still  retained, 
althongh  Mr.  J.  Archibald  Murray  has  since  become  a 
member  of  the  firm. 
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to  occupy  a  hig-li  rank  iu  liis  profession.  His  mind  was  of  an  analytical  order,  and 
his  earnest  and  ardent  temperament,  united  with  a  vigorous  and  never-failing 
energy  and  great  fertility  of  resources,  were  always  at  the  service  of  his  clients,  to 
whose  interests  he  was  devoted.  He  came  to  be  prominent,  hoth  personally  and 
professionally,  in  the  large  commercial  and  corporate  interests  which  centre  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  was  retained  in  many  notable  legal  controversies  of  the 
day,  frequently  appearing  before  the  courts  in  cases  involving  interests  of  great 
magnitude  and  important  questions  of  law.' 

Outside  the  strict  lines  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Bnrrill  was  a  student 
and  wide  reader,  and  found  his  chief  relaxation  in  his  library.  He 
espotised  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  the  friend  of 
many  of  its  chief  leaders,  but  did  not  actively  participate  in  politics  as  a 
partisan.  "With  the  exception  of  a  term  as  assistant  district  attorney 
of  the  city  early  in  his  professional  career,  the  only  public  office  which 
he  held  was  as  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1867. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  City  Bar  Association,  served  among 
its  officers,  and  continued  his  active  connection  with  it  until  his  death. 
In  his  will,  moreover,  declaring  his  "  iinswerving  faith  in  the  purposes 
and  power"  of  the  Bar  Association,  he  left  a  generous  behest  for  the 
furtherance  of  its  work. 

Mr.  Burrill  was  mai-ried  in  1853  to  Louise  M.  Vermilye,  daughter  of 
the  late  "William  M.  Yermilye,  the  well-known  Xew  York  banker. 
This  lady  and  their  five  children  survive  him. 


lURRILL,  MIDDLETOJSr  SHOOLBRED  (born  in  New  York 
City  October  16, 1858),  is  the  son  of  John  E.  Burrill,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  above,  and  his  wife,  Louise  M. Yermilye, 
daughter  of  William  M.  Yermilye,  a  distinguished  New  York 
banker.  The  antecedents  of  the  Burrill  family  have  been  outlined  in 
the  preceding  article.  Through  his  mother  Mr.  Burrill  is  descended 
from  the  old  New  York  Huguenot  family  of  Vermilye,  the  founder  of 
which,  Johannes  Yermilye,  was  an  original  patentee  of  Harlem,  an 
elder  in  the  old  Dutch  Church,  and  prominent  in  public  affairs,  hold- 
ing many  positions  of  trust  in  the  early  history  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Burrill  received  his  early  education  in  the  school  of  "\Yilliam  H. 
Leggett,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  prepared  for  college  by  Thomas 
Thacher,  a  private  tutor.  He  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1879, 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Blatchford,  Seward,  Griswold  &  Da 
Costa,  of  New  York,  at  the  same  time,  attending  the  Columbia  College 
Law  School. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Y^ork  City,  in  June,  1881,  and 
since  that  time  has  continuously  practiced  his  profession,  becoming  in 
1884  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Burrill,  Zabriskie  &  Burrill.  He  has 
been  successful,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  practice. 

>  Memorial  sketch  of  John  E,  Burrill  adopted  by  the  Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  May  8, 
1894,  page  85  of  Twenty-flfth  A\mual  Report, 
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I'TLEH,  WILLIAM  ALLEN  (luuii  in  Alhaiiy.  New  York, 
February  20,  1825),  is  the  sou  of  Honorable  lienjaniin  Fi'ank- 
liii  Butler,  one  of  the  most  i)romineiit  leaders  of  the  bar  of 
the  State  of  New  York  (luring  t lie  lirst  iiaif  of  llie  present 
cenlury,  and  wlio  was  one  of  the  revisers  of  the  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  attoi-ney-Keiieral  of  the  Tnited  States  in  the  eabin^ets 
of  Jacivson  and  \'an  Buren.  Imitatinu-  iiis  father  in  winning  a  lore- 
most  place  as  a  lawyer,  William  Allen  P)iitler  lias  also  distinguished 
himself  as  an  author,  esiieclally  in  the  direction  of  i)oetical  satire,  and 
has  exhibited  a  deep  interest  in  the  study  of  social  problems  and  in 
educational  matters. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  schools  at  Albany  and  Georgetown, 
D.  C,  was  graduated  in  1843  from  the  University  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  and  .studied  law  in  his  father's  office.  Before  entering  upon  the 
practice  of  law,  he  spent  part  of  two  years,  1840  to  1848,  in  travel  in 
Europe.  Upon  his  return  he  commenced  practice  in  New  York  City, 
and  has  continuously  followed  his  profession  here  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  His  early  practice  was  in  association  with  his  father.  For 
many  years  past  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  well-known  law  firm 
ol'  liufl(M-,  Stillman  &  Hubbard.  Mr.  13utler  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  among  the  leading  lawyers  of  New  York  City,  and  has  been 
counsel  in  many  of  the  most  notable  cases  occurring  during  the  long 
period  of  his  active  practice. 

Ill  has  been  concerned  in  the  organization  and  business  of  some  of 
rile  most  im]iortant  banking,  trust,  and  insurance  corporations,  and  has 
long  held  a  consi)icuous  position  at  the  admiralty  bar.  His  interesting 
cases  include  tlie  following  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  settling, 
accorditig  to  the  piincii:)les  which  he  advocated  in  each  case,  important 
rules  of  the  maritime  law  of  tills  country:  "The  Pennsylvania  "  U9 
Wallace  125);  "The  Lottawanna"  (21  Id."^558)-,  "The  Scotland"  (lOo 
U.  S.  24),  and  "  The  Montana  "  (129  Id.  897).  He  has  been  president  (.f 
the  American  Bar  Association  (,188<')),  and  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar 
of  the  City  of  New  York  (1886  and  1887),  under  whose  auspices  lie  pub- 
lished, in  1888,  a  history  of  the  Revision  of  the  Statutes  of  New  York, 
with  biographical  sketches  of  the  revisers. 

Mr.  Butler's  contributions  to  literature  have  been  notable.  Dur- 
ing his  explorations  in  Europe,  in  184(5-48,  he  contributed  to  tlie 
Literary  World  a  series  of  sketches  of  travel  entitled,  "  Out-of-the- 
Way  Places  in  Europe."  In  the  same  periodical  he  also  published  a 
series  of  humorous  papers  under  the  general  caption  of  "  The  Col- 
onel's Club."  His  "  Cities  of  Art  and  the  Early  Artists "'  Avas  published 
in  the  Art  Union  Bulletin.  "  The  Future,"  a  i^oem,  was  issued  in  1846, 
while  from  that  time  "  poetical  pieces,  displaying  wit  and  fancy,"  fre- 
quently appeared  in  the  current  jieriodicals.  and  especially  in  the 
Demuvratic  Jiei^icw.  In  1850  he  published  a  volume  entitled,  "  Bar- 
nuni's  Parnassus."     In  1857  lie  published  anonymously  in  Harpefs 
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Weekly  Ms  famous  satirical  poem,  "  Nothing  to  AVear."  This  satire 
obtained  immediate  celebrity,  was  reproduced  in  many  forms  in  the 
United  States  and  England,  and  translated  into  German  and  French. 
Its  authorship  being  a  secret,  it  was  claimed  by  an  impostor,  until  Mr. 
Butler  publiclj^  acknowledged  himself  the  author. 

In  1858  Mr.  Butler  published  his  "  Two  Millions,"  written  and  origi- 
nally delivered  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Yale  College.  A 
little  later  appeared  the  ''  General  Average,"  a  "  stinging  satire  on 
sharp  practices  in  mercantile  life."  His  notable  address  delivered 
before  the  New  York  Bible  Society  on  "  The  Bible  by  Itself  "  was  pub- 
lished in  1860,  and  in  1862  a  biographical  sketch  of  '•  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren."  In  1871  he  published  an  essay  on  the  ethical  relations  of  "  Law- 
yer and  Client,"  founded  upon  a  lecture  on  the  same  subject  before  the 
Law  School  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York.  About  the 
same  time  appeared  his  collected  poems  (Boston,  ]871).  In  1879  he 
j)ublished  a  memorial  address  on  "Evert  A.  Duyckinck,"  who  had  been 
his  intimate  personal  friend.  Mr.  Butler  is  also  the  author  of  two  suc- 
cessful works  of  fiction — "  Mrs.  Limber's  Raffle,"  which  was  originally 
published  anonymously  in  1876,  and  '' Domesticus,"  a  story  touching 
upon  the  labor  problem  in  various  ways,  which  appeared  in  1886. 

Mr.  Butler  has  been  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and 
for  a  long  term  of  years  has  maintained  an  active  part  in  the  direction 
of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  serving  upon  the  council 
of  that  institution,  by  continuous  re-elections,  since  1862,  and  deliver- 
ing an  annual  course  of  lectures  on  admiralty  law  before  the  Law 
School. 


]UTTS,  ARTHUR  CLARKSON  (born  in  New  York  City, 
August  3,  1848),  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Susan  M.  Butts. 
He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  New  York  until 
eleven  years  of  age,  when  forced  to  earn  his  own  living.  In 
1864,  and  for  two  years  following,  he  attended  the  Delaware  Litei'ary 
Institute,  at  Franklin,  New  York.  He  studied  law  with  Honorable 
Henry  R.  and  Benjamin  Low,  at  Monticello,  Sullivan  County,  New 
York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  December  20, 
1869.  He  practiced  law  at  Monticello  from  1870  to  1874,  and 
continuously  since  that  time  has  practiced  in  New  York  City. 

He  was  counsel  in  the  case  of  Charity  Lifts,  indicted  for  murder  and 
tried  in  Sullivan  County  in  1872;  in  that  of  Joseph  Dudd,  indicted 
for  murder  in  1886  ;  and  in  that  of  Ysevet  Dudley  for  attempting  to 
kill  O'Donovan  Rossa  in  New  York  City  in  188o.  He  was  special 
county  judge  and  surrogate  of  Sullivan  County  from  1873  to  1876, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly  from  the  twenty-ninth  New 
York  City  district  for  two  terms,  in  1893  and  1894.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Citizens'  Local  Improvement  party 
in  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth  wards  of  this  city  in  1892  and 
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189y,  and  is  the  founder  of  llic   lleliel"  Associiilion  of  llir  siniir  wards 
oraimized  in  18!JH. 

llei-njoys  a  sMecessi'ul  legal  practice  and  lias  been  coiiiiccleil  with 
various  iniiioilanl  and  iiileresting  cases. 
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ANDLER,  FLAMEJST  BALL  (born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  De- 
cember 16,  1838),  is  tlie  son  of  Sam^^el  M.  Candler  and 
j  Elizabeth  C,  daughter  of  Flamen  Ball  of  New  York  City. 
His  father  was  born  in  Marblehead,  Massachusetts,  from  an 
old  Puritan  family  of  colonial  N"ew  England,  on  his  mother's  side,  his 
father.  Captain  Samuel  Candler,  having  been  born  in  England. 


r^ 


FLAMEN   BALL   CANDLES. 


Mr.  Candler  was  educated  in  the  New  York  schools  and  in  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York,  and,  reading  law  with  Barrett  &  Brins- 
mead,  was  admitted  to  the  law  in  I860.  In  1864  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship in  this  city  with  Edgar  A.  Van  Winkle,  who  remained  a  partner 
till  his  death,  in  1882.     Since  1868  Colonel  William  Jay  has  been  a 
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ineinl)er  of  the  fiiTii.  Al't.-i'  the  death  of  Mi'.  Van  Winkle  the  firm 
stylt'  Ix'canic  .lay  A:  CaTidlcr.  Mr.  ("aiidh'r  has  for  iiiaiiy  years  enjoyed 
a  large  and  valiialile  le^;d  lu-aclice,  and  lias  been  <'()iinsel  in  niaii\'  im- 
portant cases. 

Since  isuo  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  w  liere  he  is  a  lueinber 
of  the  llandUcm  and  Congregational  clnbs.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Tuxedo  Chil)  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  lie  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Oxford  Club,  but  resigned,  as  well  as  of  the  Downtown 
Club  of  New  York  City.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club  df  the  city  of  New  York. 
From  1800  to  ISSd  Mr.  Candler  was  an  ofhcer  and  member  of  the  Clinton 
Avenue  Congregational  chnrch.  of  Brooklyn,  and  is  now  a  member,  and 
was  formi  riy  a  tiaistee,  of  the  Church  of  the  Pilgrims. 

He  was  manied  October  IS,  1S65,  to  Marcia  Lillian,  daughter  of 
Captain  Robert  W.  Welch.  They  have  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
The  elder  son,  Robert  \V.  Candler,  is  a  jiaitiiei'  in  his  father's  law  lirm. 


ARTER,  JAMES  COOLIDGE  (born  in  Lancaster,  Ma.ssacliu- 
setts,  October  14,  1827),  is  the  son  of  Major  Solomon  Carter, 
■^^^^  I  a  iMominent  citizen  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts,  and  at  times 
''°"°^~  its  representative  in  the  Legislature,  and  is  lineally  descended 

from  the  Reverend  Thomas  Carter,  the  original  emigrant,  who  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  came  to  New  England  in  the  ship  Planter  in  1635, 
having  ])reviously  been  educated  at  St.  John's  College.  Cambridge.  Rev- 
erend Tlioinas  Carter  was  "ordained  as  the  first  minister  of  ^Voburn, 
December  2,  HM-i."  '  and  served  the  church  continuously  tor  forty-two 
years,  until  his  deatii  in  1084,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.' 

Mr.  Carter  was  preptired  for  college  at  Derby  Academy,  Ilingham, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1850,  having  distin- 
guished himself  at  this  university  for  .scholarship,  and  by  winning  two 
prizes  for  essays  ami  one  for  a  Latin  dissertation.  He  was  graduated, 
from  the  Harvard  College  Law  School  In  1853,  and  the  same  year  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Y'ork  City,  where  he  has  been  in  active 
practice  since. 

By  brilliant  and  thorough  professional  work  he  achieved 
the  distinction  now  universally  accorded  him  of  a  foremost  place 
among  great  American  lawyers.  His  treatment  of  questions  of  law, 
in  the  words  of  another,  exhibits  the  possession  of  "  one  of  the  finest 
legal  minds  this  country  has  ever  produced."  His  penetration  and 
grasp  of  a  subject  may  be  described,  in  lien  perhaps  of  better  adjec- 
tives, as  intellectual  and  logical  ;  although,  in  the  presentation  of  his 

'  "History  of  Middlesex  County,  Masuachnsette,"  by  tied  in  Lancaster,  Massachusetts;  his  son,  Ephraim 

Samuel  Adams  Drake,  Vol.  II.,  Boston,  IS^O.  Carter*,  of  Lancaster;  his  oldest  surviving  son.  Captain 

'The  line  comes  down  from  this  clergyman  to  James  Ephraim  ('arler  ',  of  Lancaster;  his  son,  Major  Solo- 

C.  Carter  as  follows  :  Reverend  Thomas  Carter  ' ;  his  mon  Carter  ",  of  Lancaster ;  his  son,  James  C.  Carter ', 

oldest  child.  Reverend  Samuel  Carter  =,  minister  of  the  of  New  York. 

church  in  Groton,  Massachusetts  (born  August  8,  1640  ;  Through  his  mother,  Elizabeth  White,  Mr.  Carter  is 

died  lti93) ;    his  oldest  surviving  son,  Samuel  Carter  ^  descended  from  John  White,  one  of  the  early  settlers 

(bom  January  7, 1677;  died  August  30,  1738),  who  set-  of  Lancaster. 
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theme,  he  is  able  to  add  much  of  the  persuasive  warmth  of  eloquence 
to  the  more  convincing,  if  less  emotional  effect  of  searching  analysis 
and  keen  logic. 

He  has  been  prominent  in  famous  litigations  and  contro- 
versies involving  questions  of  public  interest  and  of  national  and 
international  law.  He  has  been  counsel  for  the  city  of  New  York  in 
many  of  its  most  important  cases  carried  to  the  New  York  Court  of 
Api^eals.  Among  such  litigations  were  the  proceedings  in  the  nature 
of  quo  icarranto  respecting  the  title  to  several  important  city  offices  ; 
■cases  of  the  alleged  claims  of  private  parties  against  the  city  for 
wharfage  rights  ;  the  important  proceedings  for  exemption  from  tax- 
ation institnted  by  the  elevated  and  surface  railroad  companies  and 
various  foreign  banks  and  other  corporations  ;  the  claims  against  the 
city  for  the  recovery  of  huge  sums  as  alleged  rents  of  private  build- 
ings leased  for  use  as  armories  ;  and  the  recent  suits  for  enormous 
amounts  brought  by  the  contractors  for  the  building  of  the  new  aque- 
duct. He  Avas  also  counsel  for  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  the  famous  suit  to  recover  from  William  M.  Tweed  $6,000,000 
for  moneys  abstracted  from  the  city  treasury  under  the  fraudulent 
contrivance  known  as  the  "  Six  Million  Audit." 

He  has  argued  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  a 
large  number  of  cases,  manj^  of  them  involving  questions  of  constitu- 
tional law.  Among  others,  the  proceedings  of  the  banks  of  New  York 
City  to  set  aside  their  tax  assessments  were  carried  before  this  tri- 
bunal, Mr.  Carter  arguing  for  the  city  ;  he  also  appeared  in  the  Louis- 
iana Lottery  cases,  which  raised  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
United  States  statutes  denying  to  lotteries  the  use  of  the  public  mails  ; 
in  the  Counselman  case,  involving  the  right  of  the  government  to  com- 
pel the  testimony  of  the  accused  before  grand  juries  ;  in  a  series  of 
cases  testing  the  claims  for  land  grants  made  by  the  United  States  to 
aid  the  construction  of  transcontinental  railroads ;  in  the  cases  ques- 
tioning the  validitj'  of  Congressional  litigation  prohibiting  the  immi- 
gration of  Chinese  laborers  ;  and  the  important  case  of  the  Bate 
Refrigerator  Company,  involving  the  construction  of  United  States 
statutes  upon  the  subject  of  patents. 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  he  was  one  of  the  principal 
counsel  for  the  defendants  in  the  noted  litigations  some  years  ago  in 
connection  with  the  will  of  the  celebrated  Madam  Jumel,  which  were 
carried  through  the  various  tribunals  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court.  The  original  case — an  attack  upon  the  will— was  followed  by 
the  claims  of  various  pretenders  to  the  right  of  inheritance.  These 
cases  presented  a  singular  union  of  professional  and  dramatic  personal 
Interest,  and  in  his  able  conduct  of  them  Mr.  Carter  attracted  wide 
attention. 

More  recently  he  has  also  argued  in  the  United  Sates  Supreme 
Court  the  important  cases  to  recover  on  foreign  judgments  from 
the   late  firm   of  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.    Another  of   his  litigations, 
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tliccasi'  of  flic  Sro/ ill,  WHS  carricil  t  lii()iii;li  the  liiiii'd  States  coiU"ts 
and  up  to  the  Suiireiiic  Court.  This  case  invohccl  two  ini])ortant 
issues:  first,  concei'iiing  tiie  liinifation  of  liability  Tor  iiiai'ine  torts; 
second,  the  question  wlietlici'  a  I'liiish  m'sscI,  lilicllcd  in  flic  courts 
of  tlio  Fnited  States  by  the  ownci's  of  an  American  vessel,  could  avail 
of  the  defense  afl'orded  by  United  States  statutes  ]»rescribin;;-  rules  of 
navigation,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  American  vessels  libeled  by  Brit- 
ish citizens  in  the  English  admii'alty  courts  are  dnnieil  the  I)euefif  of 
si  mi  la  1'  IJritish  statutes  by  the  courts  of  England. 

I'lUt  of  cases  involving  international  law,  the  inore  important  and 
most  recent  in  mind  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  was  the 
argument  in  1893,  before  flie  Tiibuiial  of  Arbitration  at  Paris,  upon 
the  question  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  seal  herds  and 
seal  industries  of  the  Pribyloff  Islands  in  the  Behring  Sea.  As 
counsel  for  the  United  States  he  delivered  a  brilliant  argument.  In 
the  income  tax  cases  he  was  counsel  for  the  government  ami  delivered 
a  powerful  argument  for  the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

An  independent  in  ]X)litics,  he  is  one  of  the  more  prominent 
figures  in  the  group  of  distinguished  New  York  lawyers  who  have 
been  active  in  all  movements  looking  to  municipal  reform.  His  activity 
in  this  direction  b(»gan  with  the  organization  of  the  Bar  Association 
of  the  City  of  New  York  as  a  protest  against  the  Tweed  regime,  and 
more  especially  against  the  degradation  of  the  liencli  under  Tweed's 
corrupt  henchnien,  Judges  liarnard  and  Cardoza  ;  and  from  that  time 
to  the  piesent  he  has  paiticipated  in  every  similar  movement  for  the 
elevation  of  the  legal  profession  or  the  purification  of  our  i)olitical 
institutions.  In  187.T  he  rendered  distinguished  service  as  a  member, 
by  ai)pointment  of  Governor  Tilden,  of  the  commission  to  devise  a 
form  of  municipal  government  for  the  cities  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Since  its  oi'ganization  in  1892  he  has  been  president  of  the  City  Club, 
a  society  of  about  GiiU  well-known  citizens  associated  expressly  to 
reform  the  evils  of  corrupt  or  incompetent  municipal  government.' 

He  is  the  author  of  several  notable  addresses  and  monographs 
on  legal  subjects.  "  The  Proposed  Codihcatiou  of  our  Common  Law  " 
(New  York,  1884),  a  masterly  argument  against  the  threatened  codifica- 
tion, prepared  at  the  request  of  a  committee  of  the  Bar  Association, 
attracted  wide  attention  to  the  subject  and  added  to  the  fame  of  its 
airthor.  The  address  before  the  Virginia  State  Bar  Association  in  1889 
on  "  The  Provinces  of  the  Written  and  the  Unwritten  Law,"  and  that 
on  "  The  Ideal  and  the  Actual  in  the  Law,"  delivered  at  the  thirteenth 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  August  "21,  1890,  and 
reprinted  (Philadelphia,  1890)  from  the  Transactions  of  that  Association, 
were  scarcely  less  notable. 

'  Ue  is  also  a  nK'niber  of  the  Union  Leagne,  Centnry,  University,  Metropolitan,  and  Alpha  Delta  Phi  clnbe 
of  New  Vork  City. 
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lARTER,  \YALTER  STEUBEN  (born  in  Barkliamsted,  Litch- 
Helcl  Count}^,  Conuecticut,  February  24,  1833),  is  descended 
from  distinguished  colonial  ancestry  in  botli  the  paternal 
and  maternal  lines.     The  founder  of  the  Carter  family  emi- 
grated to  New  England  in  1630.     Mr.  Carter's  grandfather,  William 


Taylor,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  later  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature.  His  father  held  the  local  offices  of  assessor, 
collector,  and  postmaster. 
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Mr.  Carter's  enrly  I'diicntinn  wiis  (ilitaiiicil  in  llic  coiiuiHrn  schools  of 
his  native  town,  witli  the  exceiiliou  ol'  a  sin,<ile  term  in  a  in'ivate 
scliool  at  Winsted.  lie  eomnieiiced  the  study  of  law,  in  Maich,  LS")!), 
with  Judue  Elisha  Johnson,  of  Plymouth,  continued  it  the  following 
year  with  Judne  .Fared  B.  Foster,  of  New  Hartford,  and  conqilcted  his 
studies  (havinii-  nieanwliile  tau!i-ht  school  during  winters),  with  Judge 
Waldo  P.  \'inal,  of  Middletown,  in  IHoo.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  April  of  that  year.  He  immediately  engaged  in  successful  practice 
in  Middletown.  In  one  of  his  early  cases  there,  the  State  «.s\  Nugent, 
he  defended  a  pilsoner  indicted  for  the  murder  of  a  man  afterwaixl 
found  to  be  alive.  In  March,  1858,  he  removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, where  for  a  few  months  he  was  legal  assistant  in  the  office  of 
Finches,  Lynde  &  Miller,  and  afterward  in  that  of  exChief-Justice 
Hubbell.  He  commenced  practice  for  himself  early  the  next  year, 
and  in  1800,  under  the  firm  name  of  Carter  &  Whipple,  he  entered 
into  partnersliip  with  William  G.  Whipple,  now  of  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  of  which  State  he  was  late  Republican  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor. In  1803  the  firm  of  Carter,  Pitkin  &  Davis  was  organized,  Mr. 
AVhipple  being  succeeded  by  the  late  ex-tTOvernor  Pitkin,  of  Colorado, 
and  De  Witt  Davis.  This  firm  continued  without  essential  change 
until  June,  180',),  when  Mr.  Carter  removed  to  Chicago,  taking  into 
partnership  Frederick  W.  Becker  and  Samuel  E.  Dale,  under  the  iirm 
name  of  Carter,  Becker  &  Dale.  This  connection  continued  until  after 
the  great  tire  of  October,  1871,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  as  legal 
representative  of  the  Chicago  creditors  of  the  suspended  lire  insurance 
companies  here  and  in  other  Eastern  cities.  Judge  Leslie  W.  Russell, 
now  of  the  Supreme  Court,  became  his  partner  under  the  firm  name 
of  Carter  &  Russell.  Since  the  return  of  Judge  Russell  to  St.  Law- 
rence County,  in  1878,  Mr.  Carter  has  had  as  partners,  at  different 
times,  Sherburne  B.  Eaton,  Eugene  H.  Lewis,  ex-Governor  Daniel  H. 
Chamberlain,  William  B.  Hornblower,  James  Byrne,  Lloyd  W.  Bowers, 
Paul  I).  Cravath,  John  W.  Houston,  George  M.  Pinney,  Junior.  Fred- 
eric R.  Kellogg,  and  the  members  of  his  present  firm  (Carter,  Hughes 
&  D wight),  Charles  E.  Hughes,  Edward  F.  D wight,  Arthur  C.  Rounds. 
Marshall  li  Clarke,  and  George  W.  Schurman. 

Mr.  Carter  voted  for  Lincoln  in  1860,  and  has  ever  since  been  strongly 
devoted  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  manager 
of  the  campaign  resulting  in  the  election  of  Matthew  H.  Carpenter  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  in  W^isconsin,  in  1869,  and  has  often  served 
on  city,  county,  and  State  committees.  He  has  also  frequently  l>een 
a  delegate  to  political  conventions,  and  for  ten  years  was  a  member  of 
the  Kings  County  Republican  general  committee.  He  has  never 
sought  office,  his  only  official  position  having  been  that  of  United 
States  commissioner  and  master  in  chancery  of  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court,  in  Wisconsin,  which  he  resigned  after  a  brief  period  of 
service.     He  was  once  nominated  for  the  Legislature,  in  Middletown, 
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but  declined.  He  has  always  been  much  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, having  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  in  Middletown, 
and  a  trustee  of  Lawrence  University  during  his  residence  in  Mil- 
waukee, while  he  is  now  one  of  the  trustees  of  Syracuse  University. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Carter  has  been  a  noted  collector  of  etchings 
and  engravings,  being  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  framed  collec- 
tions in  the  world,  containing  three  hundred  masterpieces.  He  has 
been  a  traveler  in  many  lands,  especially  visiting  the  art  galleries  to 
make  sure  that  his  collection  was  complete.  A  lecture  delivered  by 
him,  at  Milwaukee,  in  1892,  on  the  "Masterpieces  of  Reproductive 
Etching  and  Engraving,"  probably  contains  a  more  careful  descrip- 
tion of  the  various  processes  of  etching,  line,  mezzotint,  and  stipple 
engraving  than  has  yet  been  published,  furnishing  a  reliable  guide  to 
collectors. 

Mr.  Carter  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
since  1858.  He  has  been  a  Sunday-school  superintendent,  class 
leader,  steward,  and  trustee,  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  ]N"ew  York  Avenue  Church,  of  Brooklyn,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  church  of  his  native  village,  of  which  his  grandfather, 
Carter,  was  one  of  the  founders.  For  three  years  he  was  State  sec- 
retary of  the  Wisconsin  Sunday-school  association,  and  was  the  mem- 
ber from  that  State  of  the  Christian  commission,  and  chairman  of  its 
Wisconsin  branch.  With  John  Y.  Farwell,  of  Chicago,  and  Morris  K. 
Jesup,  of  New  York,  he  is  one  of  the  few  surviving  members  of  that 
great  charity  organization.  His  account  of  the  battle  of  Nashville,  at 
which  he  was  present,  published  originally  in  the  Kortlncestem 
Christian  Advocate,  was  selected  for  publication  in  its  official  history 
as  the  best  description  of  the  battlefield  work  of  the  coiumission.  He 
presented  to  the  NeAv  York  Avenue  Church  one  of  the  largest  organs 
ever  constructed. 

Mr.  Carter  has  been  three  times  married.  By  his  first  wife,  An- 
toinette Smith,  of  New  Hartford,  Connecticut,  he  had  four  children : 
Dr.  Colin  S.  Carter,  a  well-kuowu  dental  surgeon  in  this  city  ;  Emma, 
wife  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Seneca  Falls  ;  Antoinette,  wife  of  Mr.  Hughes,  her  father's  j)artner,  and 
another  son,  George  S.,  a  graduate  of  Columbia  College  and  educated 
at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  who  died  in  Kansas  City  in  1887.  His 
second  wife,  Mary  Boyd  Jones,  of  Frederick,  Maryland,  died  in  1869, 
without  issue.  In  1870  he  married  Harriet  Cook,  of  Chicago,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children,  Walter  Frederick,  who  graduated  at  Yale 
in  1895,  and  was  the  famous  pitcher  of  the  baseball  nine,  and  Leslie 
Taylor,  who  entered  Yale  in  the  fall  of  1897. 

Mr.  Carter  has  a  wide  membership  in  clubs  and  societies.  In 
Brooklyn,  where  he  resides,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League, 
Republican,  and  Musicians'  clubs,  having  served  as  one  of  the  gov- 
ernors and  upon  the  art  committee  of  the  former.     He  was  one  of 
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tlic  iiicoriKiiiitoi's  iiiid  is  ;i  lil'e  menilici'  oii  tlic  Brooklyn  Institute  of 
Arts  iind  ScitMiccs,  and  in  1S'.)'2  succei'diMl  Dudley  J^uclv  as  pi'esiilent 
of  its  department  of  music,  wliicii  ]iosition  lie  still  holds.  He  is  one 
<>['  I  lie  inistees  of  the  Homa>opathic  Hospital  Association,  and  a  mem- 
liiT  (if  the  New  Entiland  Society.  In  New  York  he  l)elon^s  to  the 
LauviMs".  (xrolier.  Republican  State,  and  Clef  clubs,  is  a  life  niend)er 
i<\'  I  lie  New  Kiiulaiid  Society,  a  member  of  the  Manuscript  Society, 
and  an  hontuary  associate  of  the  Anieiican  Uuild  of  Or.iiani.sts.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  the  American 
Geographical  Society,  the  American  iVfiiseiim  of  Natural  History,  the 
Metropolitan  >ruseum  of  Art,  the  Sons  of  the  devolution,  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Kevoliition,  and  the  Oidei'  (»f  the  Founders  and  Patriots 
of  .\merica.  lie  is  a  niemher  of  the  New  York  State  I'ar  Association 
and  the  American  Har  Association,  being  upon  the  committee  on 
uniform  State  laws  of  the  latter. 


[ASK,  GEORGE  CAH.MAN  (born  October  30.  18(i.-),  at  Flat- 
bush,  Kings  County,  New  York),  is  the  son  of  John  A.  Case, 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Case,  who  came  to  Amei'ica 
in  1G57,  settling  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  removing 
later  to  Massacoe  (now  Simsbury),  in  the  same  State.  He  represented 
the  latter  town  in  the  Genei-al  Court. 

Mr.  Case  receivetl  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the  imblic  school 
of  his  native  town.  After  graduating,  in  turn,  from  the  .select  school 
of  Heverend  Robert  G.  Strong  and  Erasmus  Hall  Academy,  he  took  a 
sj>ecial  course  of  two  years  under  Professor  Amos  Clark,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York.  In  1880  he  entered  the  law  office  of  William  J.  Gay  nor 
(now  Supreme  Court  Judge),  remaining  as  managing  clerk  until  1884, 
when  he  entered  New  York  University  Law  School.  Graduating  in 
1885,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  commenced  practice  in  Brooklyn 
with  Honorable  Mark  I).  Wilbur,  United  States  district  attorney 
under  President  Cleveland.  Later  he  occupied  offices  with  William  B. 
Davenport.  In  January.  1888,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles 
S.  Taber,  of  Brooklyn,  and  in  June  following  married  and  spent 
four  months  in  European  travel.  Mr.  Case  enjoys  a  large  corporation 
practice,  being  counsel  of  the  Wilbur  Agency,  various  paper  manufac- 
turers and  twine  and  cordage  manufacturers,  the  Germania  Real  Estate 
and  Land  Improvement  Company,  of  New  York,  and  the  Brooklyn 
Lumber  Company.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  the  law  of  mechanics" 
liens,  taxation  and  assessment  frauds  and  trusts.  In  the  action  brought 
against  the  city  of  Brooklyn  to  foreclose  mechanics'  liens  against  the 
public  schools,  in  which  he  was  appointed  referee  by  Judge  Cullen, 
and  in  which  the  hearings  continued  for  two  years,  with  a  great 
mass  of  testimony  taken,  his  decisions  were  accepted  without  dissent 
or  opposition.     After  a  three  years'  fight  in  behalf  of  the  people  adja- 
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cent  to  the  Hospital  for  Contagions  Diseases,  he  obtained  jndgment 
against  the  city  of  Brooklyn  for  870,000.  He  has  appeared  before  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  a  number  of  successful  cases,  involving  large 
interests. 


Mr.  Case  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Midwood,  Montauk,  and  Logan 
clubs,  the   Knickerbocker    Field    Club,   National    Provident  Union, 
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Epwortli  lifiiuuo.  .Etna  Tlistoiical  Society,  of  Brooklyn,  Boston  and 
Brooklyn  Law  associations,  and  llie  I'.iooklyn  Institnte  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  

IHANLKIJ,  LEWIS  STUYVESANT  (born  Sei.lnnlH.r  24.  180!), 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island i,  is  the  son  oi'  ,101:11  Wiiiliirop 
Clianlei-  and  Mar<;ai-i'l  Astor  Ward.  Tlis  eailii'st  education 
ilurin^-  boyhood  and  early  youth  was  received  at  the  hands 
of  a  jirivate  tutor.  Later,  turning  his  attention  to  legal  studies,  he 
entered  the  office  of  INforris  t\:  Steele,  of  New  York  City,  in  the  mean- 
time attending  lectures  at  the  ('<)lunil)ia  College  Law  School.  He  was 
adiiiirted  to  the  bar,  at  General  Term,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1891.  Subsequent  to  his  admission  he  took  a  special  course  of 
one  year  in  international  law  and  history  at  Cambridge,  England.  He 
began  practice  in  New  York  City,  where  he  still  continues.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  notable  Myers  poisoning  ease,  has  appeared  in  a 
large  number  of  criminal  actions,  and  has  defended  many  homicide 
cases,  in  no  one  of  which  has  tliere  been  a  conviction  for  murder  in 
the  first  degree.  INfr.  Chanler  has  been  manager  of  the  Hudson  River 
State  Hospital  since  1892.  and  is  also  a  manager  of  the  House  of  Refuge, 
Randall's  Island.  While  in  Cambridge  he  was  president  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Union,  tlie  University  debating  society,  being  the  second 
American  wlio  has  held  that  office. 


^IIEDSEY,  NATHAN  AUGUSTUS  (born  in  Durham,  near 
North  Cinlford,  Connecticut,  September  10,  1821;  died  in 
New  York  City  August  20,  1895),  had  practiced  law  con- 
tinuously in  New  Y'ork  during  the  extended  term  of 
forty-five  years,  occui^ying  the  same  offices  throughout  this  period. 
He  was  descended  from  several  old  Puritan  families  of  New 
England.  His  direct  ancestor,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  coun- 
try, John  Chedsey,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony.  Some  of  the  descendants  of  this  man  removed  to  Old 
Guilford,  and  later  on  were  among  the  pioneers  who  hewed  their 
lionies  out  of  the  forest,  founding  the  settlement  of  North  Guilford. 
Here  they  remained  for  several  generations.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Chedsey  (like  his  own  father  and  grandfather  before  him)  was  a  well- 
to-do  fanner  of  North  Guilford.  His  grandmother,  on  the  paternal 
side,  was  a  niece  of  Lot  Benton,  the  rugged  old  farmer  and  philanthro- 
pist mentioned  in  Doctor  Lyman  Beecher's  "Autobiography." 

Mr.  Chedsey's  early  boyhood  was  passed  on  the  farm,  assisting  his 
father,  who  was  an  engineer  and  surveyor,  as  well  as  farmer.  He 
studied  under  his  father,  and  was  subsequently  educated  at  \Vesleyan 
University,  Middletown,  Connecticut.  In  1844  he  went  AVest,  and  for 
two   years   was  principal    of    the   academy   at    Marshall,   ^Michigan. 
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Returning  to  CoBnecticut  at  the  end  of  tliis  period,  lie  entered  the 
Law  School  of  Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1848. 
He  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  1849  Mr.  Chedsey  came  to  New  York  City,  where  he  hired  the 
offices  which  he  occupied  np  to  the  time  of  his  death:  Despite  his 
long  career  in  active  practice,  his  faculties  seemed  as  vigorous  as  in 
the  prime  of  life.  He  was  formerly  engaged  in  active  daily  practice 
in  the  courts,  where  he  handled  many  notable  cases.  Of  late  years 
he  had  devoted  himself  especially  to  real  estate  and  probate  business. 
He  enjoyed  a  large  practice  in  these  lines,  and  as  executor  administered 
many  large  estates. 

HEW,  JOHN  CALHOUN  (born  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi, 
May  28,  1838),  is  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Captain  John 
Chew  and  Mary  Ann  Smith,  both  natives  of  Maryland  ;  and 
is  of  the  ninth  generation,  in  this  country,  in  direct  descent 
from  the  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the  Chew  family,  John 
Chew  of  Chewton,  Somersetshire,  England,  who  settled  in  Jamestown, 
Virginia,  in  1620-21. 

Mr.  Chew's  education  was  acquired  mainly  at  Chalmers  Institute, 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  but  it  was  supplemented  by  a  private 
course  of  study,  and  by  extensive  travel  in  this  country,  while  recuper- 
ating from  a  precarious  state  of  health,  which  precluded  a  two  years' 
term  at  a  Virginia  college  for  which  he  had  prepared.  Later  he  read 
law  with  Thomas  W.  Harris,  of  Holly  Springs,  concluding  his  law 
studies  at  the  University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  from  which  he 
graduated,  March  6,  1860.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  following 
April,  at  Brenham,  Texas,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  law,  estab- 
lishing the  same  year  a  cotton  plantation  on  the  Brazos  River  in  that 
State.  The  Civil  War  intervening,  Mr.  Chew  at  its  close  resumed 
practice  at  Houston,  Texas.  In  1866,  during  an  extensive  European 
tour,  he  wrote  a  series  of  letters  to  the  Galveston  Ish'ws  that  attracted 
wide  attention.  On  his  return,  in  addition  to  his  law  practice,  he 
became  connected "  with  the  press  of  Houston,  as  editor  and  pro- 
prietor and  afterward  as  correspondent  at  ..New  York  of  the  Houston 
Telegraph. 

In  1872  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New  York  City,  where  he  estab- 
lished an  office,  representing  large  Texas  interests  at  the  metropolis. 
For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  remained  counsel  and  fiscal 
agent  at  New  York  of  important  corporations,  municipal,  railway,  and 
land,  and  has  been  promoter  of  various  industrial  interests  in  the 
great  Southwest.  In  1873  and  1874,  by  appointment  of  Governor 
Davis,  he  was  Fiscal  Agent  of  the  State  of  Texas  in  New  York  City  ; 
and  from  1873  to  1876,  by  appointment  of  President  Grant,  he  was 
United  States  Centennial  Commissioner,  from  the  same  State,  in  charge 
of  the  International  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia. 
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Mr.  Chew  li:is  hceii  ('iniiiently  siu-cpssfiil  in  (Icaliii^-  with  tlie  iiitii- 
cacit's  of  iiiKiiicial  (lucstioiis  ;  aiul.  tlii'oiiiih  iiis  clloits  lor  the  interests 
lie  lias  represented,  lie  has  conlriinileil  largely  to  tlie  develoiiincnl  of 
the  resources  of  tlie  Soutliwesi. 

In  18G1  Mr.  Chew  niarri.d  Zili)liia  (Jiithrie  Fuller.  She  died 
August  8,  1803,  leaving  issue  a  smi.  JJev.  .lolin  Marshall  Chew,  who, 
since  June,  1891,  has  been  rectoi'  of  the  "Church  of  the  Good  Sliep- 
herd,"  at  Newbui'gh,  New  York.  Mr.  Chew  married  again  February  1, 
1870,  Theodora  R.  Seixas. 


|HILI)S,  DANIEL  BREWER  (born  at  Syracuse,  New  York, 
May  o,  1843).  is  the  son  of  Noadiah  M.  Childs  and  Martha 
Brewer.  His  father  was  a  civil  engineer,  merchant  and  large 
salt  manufacturer  ;  at  one  time  president  of  the  Syracuse 
Salt  Company,  :ind  now  one  of  the  oldest  among  the  ])rominent  ivsi- 
dents  of  Syracuse,  having  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  The 
latter's  brother.  Colonel  "Orville  W.  Childs,  formerly  State  engineer 
and  surveyor,  was  conspicuous  in  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
and  surveyed  the  Nicaragua  Ship  Canal  iov  Commodore  Vanderbilt  in 
18r)0-.52.  Mr.  Childs'  great-uncle.  Honorable  Salmon  Child,  was  first 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Saratoga  County,  New  York, 
in  1808-1.5.  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1821,  and  a 
presidential  elector  in  1828. 

Mr.  Childs  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ephraim  and  Benjamin  Child, 
who  were  the  j)ersonal  friends  of  Governor  John  Winthrop,  and  came 
over  with  him  in  the  ship  Arhelht  in  1630,  and  settled  at  Watertown 
and  Roxbury,  Massachu.setts.' 

Mr.  Childs  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Syracuse  ;  spent  several  years  at  Oberlin  College  ;  entered  the  junior 
class  in  Yale  College  in  1862,  and  graduated  in  1863.  He  graduated 
from  the  Albany  Law  University  in  1864,  having  received  much  legal 
help  from  Judge  John  K.  Porter. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  was  for  a  time  in  the  office  of  the 
present  Chief  Justice  Charles  Andrews,  at  Syracuse.  In  1867  he  came 
to  New  York,  in  1868  forming  a  law  partnership  with  the  Honorable 
Amos  G.  Hull.  They  did  an  extensive  business  of  a  civil  and  com- 
mercial nature,  and  in  the  Surrogates'  Courts,  and  for  a  time  were 
attorneys  and  counsel  for  the  New  York  Times,  the  American 
Af/rivultiirist,  and  other  newspapers  and  periodicals.  In  1874  Mr. 
Cliilds  formed  a  partnership  with  Herbert  G.  Hull,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Childs  &  Hull,  this  association  continuing  nearly  twenty 
years.     The  firm  enjoyed  an  extensive  civil  and  commercial  business, 

>  Thu  line  is  as  follow  :   Epliraim  ',  born  in  Eii^hin.l,  mil  Eplirnim  ' ;  E|iliraim  ',  of  Woodstock,  Connecticut: 

1593,  a  relative  of  Sir  Josiah  anJ  Francis  Chikl  ;  lien-  Captain  Increase",  of  Woodstock  ;  Doctor  Ephraim'. 

jamin  2,  of  Roxbnry,  Massachusetts,  1630  ;  Benjamin  =.  of  Woodstock  ;  Noadiah  M.*,  of  Saratoga  County,  New 

of  Roxbury  (baptized  by  the  Apostle  Eliot)  ;   Lienten-  York;   Daniel  Brewer  Childs  «,  of  New  York. 
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including  that  pertaining  to  bankruptcy  and  real  estate.  Among  their 
clients  were  the  National  Ice  Company,  the  Domestic  Sewing  Machine 
Company,  P.  T.  Barnum,  Barnum  &  Bailey,  the  estate  of  John  J. 
Cisco,  and,  in  their  inception,  the  elevated  railway,  electric  light,  and 
telephone  companies.    They  also  had 


charge 


of  several 


large  trust 


o&^«.c:^-7<3>.  (U-<itJ^ 


estates,  including  the  estates  of  Judge  William  Inglis,  formerly  chief 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  his  sister,  Margaret  Inglis. 
Mr.   Childs  has  been  counsel,  receiver,  executor,  and    trustee   in 


i 
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ooniiection  witl)  luaiiy  laip*  and  imiioitant  cases  and  estates.  He  was 
a  (liiector  in  the  Manhattan  Quotation  Telegraph  Company  in  1874-75, 
and  one  of  its  counsel  in  its  suits  with  the  (iold  and  Stock  Telegraph 
Company,  before  the  companies  wei'e  merged.  He  was  associated  with 
Honorable  John  II.  B.  Latrobe.  of  Baltimore,  in  the  defense  of  diaries 
T.  Chester  in  liis  suits  willi  tlie  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
wliich  involved  the  validity  of  llu-  well-known  Page  i)atents.  He  was 
one  of  I  he  projectors,  as  well  as  vice-president  and  director,  of  the  Law 
Telegrajili  Coniiiany,  which  put  the  courts  and  the  lawyers  in  commu- 
nication with  clients  and  witli  cacli  other,  in  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Brooklyn,  in  1874,  before  tin-  Bell  and  Metropolitan  telephone 
companies  were  known.  Later,  in  connection  with  Honorable 
AVilliain  (i.  Clioatc  and  Honorable  Homer  A.  Nelson,  he  carried  to  a 
successful  termination  the  long  litigation  of  the  Law  Telephone  Com- 
pany with  the  Metropolitan  Com]>any.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
one  of  the  standing  counsel  of  tiit-  l.aw  Telephone  Company  and  its 
various  Inanches. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Cliilds  had  his  iiiace  of  residence  at  Englewood, 
New  Jersey,  and  while  there- the  noniinatiou  of  county  judge  of  Bergen 
Connty  was  tendered  him,  but  declined.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors 
and  earliest  members  of  the  University  Club,  of  New  York  City,  in 
1807.  He  has  given  some  attention  to  music,  literature,  and  the  fine  arts, 
and  in  several  dejiartments  is  a  collector  and  connoisseur.  He  is  fond  of 
agriculture  and  stock-raising,  and  for  many  years  owned  a  large  farm 
in  Saratoga  County.  New  York,  extending  a  mile  along  the  Hudson 
River  above  \Varcrford.  He  has  a  country  seat  at  Great  Barrington, 
;^^assacllusetts. 

JHOATE,  JOSEPH  HODGES  (born  in  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
January  24,  1832),  is  lineally  descended  in  tlie  sixth  genei'a- 
tion  from  John  Choate,  who  emigrated  to  Ipswich,  Massa- 
chusetts, from  England  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1667.  Various  members  of 
the  Clioate  family  attained  distinction  in  Essex  County,  Massachusetts. 
Thomas  Choate.  born  in  1671,  and  commonly  called  "  Governor  Choate," 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
and  a  zealous  opponent  of  Governor  Andros  and  his  tyrannous  govern- 
ment. John  Choate,  grandson  of  the  pioneer  of  that  name,  was  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  from  1741  to 
1761.  serving  also  as  speaker  of  the  House,  and  for  five  years  was  one  of 
the  govern(jr"s  council.  Another  grandson  of  the  first  settler,  Francis 
Choate,  was  for  thirty  years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  a  writer 
and  speaker  of  note.  David  Choate,  in  the  fourth  generation  of 
descent,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
while  his  son,  Rufus  Choate,  was  the  famous  orator,  jurist,  and  states- 
men, who  attained  a  national  reputation.     Rufus  had  a  brother  David, 
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who  was  a  trial  justice  in  Essex  County,  aud  served  in  both  branches 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  Captain  Rufus  Choate,  Junior,  son 
of  the  famous  lawyer  of  that  name,  was  a  Union  soldier  during  the 
war. 

Joseph  Hodges  Choate,  of  New  York  City,  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  entered  Harvard 
College  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  graduated  four  years  later  in  1852. 
In  ISo-t  he  graduated  from  the  Dane  Law  School,  in  1855  was  admitted 
to  the  Massachusetts  bar,  and  in  1856  removed  to  New  York  City  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State.  He  has  since  practiced  contin- 
uously in  this  city,  and  has  risen  to  a  position  where  he  stands,  in  a 
group  with  a  few  other  lawyers,  confessedly  at  the  head  of  the  bar  of 
this  city  and  State.  He  has  achieved  a  national  reputation  as  an 
orator,  and  as  a  pleader  in  cases  at  law.  He  has  been  counsel  in  many 
of  the  most  famous  litigations  which  have  occurred  in  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  of  seventy  which  organ- 
ized the  campaign  against  the  Tweed  ring,  twenty-live  years  ago,  and 
he  was  associated  with  Charles  O'Conor  in  the  prosecution  and  convic- 
tion of  Tweed  and  his  confederates.  He  was  also  counsel  for  General 
Pitz  John  Porter,  and  secured  his  client's  reinstatement  to  military 
rank  after  several  years'  litigation  and  argumentation  before  the  mili- 
tary commission  at  West  Point,  appointed  by  President  Hayes  to  try 
the  case.  He  also  successfully  defended  General  di  Cesnola  in  the 
libel  suit  brought  against  him  by  Gaston  L.  Feuardent,  growing  out  of 
the  controversy  regarding  the  integrity  of  the  Cyprus  antiquities  pre- 
sented by  Cesnola  to  the  Metropolitan  ]\Iuseum  of  Art.  More  recently 
Mr.  Choate  was  counsel  for  Laidlaw  in  the  action  of  Laidlaw  vs.  Rus- 
sell Sage,  for  damages  incurred  at  the  time  of  the  throwing  of  the 
Norcross  bomb  in  Mr.  Sage's  office.  He  was  also  counsel,  in  May,  1895, 
for  Medical  Inspector  Kershner,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  tried  by 
court-martial.  But  perhaps  no  argument  by  Mr.  Choate  has  been 
more  notable  than  that  before  the  United  States  Sujireme  Court  in  the 
recent  income  tax  case.  In  the  first  hearing  of  this  case  Mr.  Choate 
secured  exemption  from  taxation  for  corpoi'ate  and  vested  interests, 
and  in  the  rehearing  he  succeeded  in  having  the  remnant  of  the  income 
tax  law  declared  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Choate  is  famous  as  an  after-dinner  speaker,  and  his  deft  services 
in  this  direction  are  in  constant  requisition  at  important  public 
social  functions.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  and  a  leader 
in  refonn  movements  within  the  party,  as  contrasted  with  the  methods 
of  the  *'  practical  politicians."  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  and  of  the  New  England  Society,  and  has  served  as  president  of 
each  of  these  organizations. 
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^LA1M\  JOHN  llKNHVdioni  in  Wliite  Pliiins,  Westclifstpr 
('(iiinfy.  New  Yolk,  Sepli^'iiibcr  0,  1«47),  is  the  son  of  .John  J. 
Cliipii,  for  iiiaiiy  years  leader  of  the  Westchester  County  bar, 
who  (lied  III  Wiiitc   IMaiiis,   Febriinry  <1,   1800,  and  Maria  C. 
Haiita.  wild  died  in   I'ortciicstcr,  Wcstrlu'ster  Coiinty,   Nowniljer  27, 
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1895.     He  is  of  Dutch  ancestry,  bis  ancestors  on  botli  sides  coming  to 
this  country  from  Holland  about  1652. 

He  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  schools  of  liis  native  town,  and 
entered  Union  College,  graduating  in  1869,  and  later  receiving  the 
degree  of  master  of  arts.  His  legal  studies  were  pursued  in  White 
Plains  in  the  office  and  under  the  tutorship  of  Honorable  Jackson 
O.  Dykeman.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  in  June,  1870.  He  first  commenced  practice  in  Portchester, 
later  removing  his  office  to  New  Yorlv  City,  where  he  soon  established 
a  large  and  remunerative  practice.  He  has  been  counsel  in  many 
important  cases,  among  others  the  will  case  of  John  A.  Merritt.  His 
practice  is  general  and  his  clientage  represents  every  phase  of  business 
and  commercial  life. 


LAE.KE,  RICHARD  HENRY  (born  in  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  July  3,  1827),  is  the  youngest  son  of  Walter 
Clarke  and  Rachael  Boone  (being  connected  through  his 
motlier  with  the  famous  Daniel  Boone,  the  founder  of  Ken- 
tucky), and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Clarke,  one  of  the  leading 
Maryland  Pilgrim  Fathers,  who,  in  1631,  under  Lord  Baltimore, 
founded  the  Colony  of  Maryland. 

Tliis  ancestor  was  privy  councillor,  and  afterward  surveyor-general 
of  the  colon j^  He  acquired  a  large  landed  estate,  but  the  revolution 
of  1688-89  having  placed  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  English  throne 
and  destroyed  tlie  Catholic  ascendency  in  Maryland,  for  professing  his 
faith  openly  in  court  his  estate  was  confiscated. 

William  Clarke,  grandfather  of  Richard  H.  Clarke,  was  an  ofiicer  in 
the  Revolutionary  army,  served  in  the  Maryland  Regulars  under  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  and  was  witb  Washington  in  several  important  engage- 
ments. He  w-as  at  the  battles  of  Long  Island  and  Trenton  and  at 
Valley  Forge. 

Richard  H.  Clarke  received  his  education  at  Georgetown  LTniversity, 
where  he  graduated  in  1816,  subsequently  receiving  the  degrees  of 
master  of  arts  and  doctor  of  laws.  He  also  received  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  laws  from  St.  Jolm's  College,  Fordham. 

About  1848  Mr.  Clarke  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Washington  and 
practiced  law  there  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  City. 
While  a  young  lawyer  at  AVashington  he  won  distinction  at  tlie  bar, 
and  gained  several  important  cases  there  ;  one  establishing  the  legality 
at  common  law  of  building  associations,  and  the  other  the  principle 
that  municipal  corporations  are  liable  generally  in  default  of  payment 
for  debts  contracted,  even  though  the  contract  and  certificate  of  indebt- 
edne.ss  limited  the  pajonent  by  the  corporation  to  a  special  fund.  He 
served  also  in  the  City  Council  of  Washington,  where  his  father  had 
served  before  him.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  numbering  of 
the  houses  in  "Washington  City. 
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Likf  liis  Miicfstors,  Richard  II.  Clarke  was  always  and  is  an  ardent 
liliilaiillirojiist.  At  Wasliinntoii  he  introduced  the  benevolent  societies 
of 'I'lif  Voiniii- Catholic's  h'ricnd  and  St.  \'incentde  I'aid,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  lidih  :  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Joseph's  Male 
Orphan  Asylum,  lie  took  a  Icadini;-  ]>art  in  all  the  charitable  niove- 
nienls  of  thai  day.  At  an  early  aue  lie  adopted  literature  in  addition 
til  his  law  luisiness,  and  while  in  \\'asiiiiii;1on  was  a  constant  contrib- 
ntor  to  Till  Ml hdptililii lu  a  Catholic  ina.uazine  published  at  Baltimore. 
When  Mousiiiiior  Hedini  visited  the  L'nited  States  as  the  envoy  of  Pope 
Pins  IX.  and  his  mission  was  discussed  and  misunderstood  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  press.  Doctor  Clarke  wrote  an  article  in  The  Ndtinridl  Infclli- 
(H')iv('i\\\\w\\  explained  the  true  character  and  purpose  of  the  Nuncio's 
mission. 

In  lStl4,  on  conunu-  to  New  York,  he  Itecanie  associated  with  the  late 
Doctor  Levi  Silliman  Ives,  the  former  Protestant  bisliopof  North  Caro- 
lina, who  had  iicciiine  a  Catholic,  and  was  then  the  founder  and  presi- 
dent of  the  ^aw  York  Catholic  Protectory  ;  and  Doctors  Ives  and 
Clarke  resided  toirether  until  the  death  of  the  former.  At  New  York 
Doctor  Clarke  resumed  the  pi'actice  of  the  law,  was  associated  with 
Charles  O'Conor  in  some  of  his  great  law  cases,  and  had  been  retained 
by  Mr.  O'Conor  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Jefferson  Davis  in  the  prose- 
cution instituted  against  him  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
wliicli  the  government  finally  abandoned. 

In  New  York  he  also  took  an  active  part  in  Catholic  and  benevolent 
movements;  was  vice-piesident of  the  National  Circle  of  the  Society  of 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Catholic  Union  and  of 
the  Catholic  Clid).  He  was  a  sti'ong  sujiporter  of  Father  Drunigool  in 
liis  earnest  elforts  to  found  tlie  Mission  of  the  Immaculate  Virgin, 
which  now  suiipoits  and  educates  at  Lafayette  Place  and  Staten  Island 
in  its  institutions  nearly  two  thousand  indigent  boys  and  girls.  He 
letl  the  first  ell'orts  for  securing  to  Catholic  children  and  other  inmates 
of  public  institutions  tlie  rights  of  conscience  and  freedom  of  worship. 
He  became  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  New  York  Catholic 
Protectory,  and  when  that  institution  was  assailed  as  a  sectarian  insti- 
tution. Doctor  Clarke  published  in  the  New  York  Herald  a  vindication 
of  the  Protectory,  which  N'icar-Oeneral  Quinn  pronounced  unanswer- 
able.    He  subsequently  became  its  president. 

In  New  York  Doctor  Clarke  continued  his  literary  labors  in  addition 
to  his  law  business.  He  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  The  Catho- 
lic World,  TJie  American  Catholic  Quarterlt/  Beiu'ew,  and  other  periodi- 
cals. He  was,  with  Doctor  John  Gilmary  Shea,  the  founder  of  the 
United  States  Catholic  Historical  Society.  His  published  worksare  "The 
Lives  of  the  Deceased  Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  United 
States,"  ''  Hints  for  Prolonging  Life,"  "  The  Illustrated  History  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  the  United  States,"  "  Old  and  New  Lights  on  Co- 
lumbus," etc.     He  is  eminent  especially  in  the  department  of  history 
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and  biograpliy,  and  among  tlie  biographies  lie  has  piiblished  are  those 
of  Father  Andrew  White,  the  Jesuit  missionary  in  Maryland  at  its 
foundation  ;  Leonard  Calvert,  first  colonial  governor  of  Maryland  ; 
Archbishop  Carroll,  first  Catholic  bishop  ;  Charles  Carroll  of  Carroll- 
ton  ;  Commodore  Barry,  founder  of  the  American  navy  ;  Reverend 
Prince  Gallitzin  ;  Fathers  Breboeuf,  Jogues,  Marquette,  and  Rale  ;  and 
he  wrote  the  first  life  of  the  colonial  governor,  Thomas  Dongan,  of  New 
York.  His  series  of  papers  reviewing  Bancroft's  centennial  edition  of 
the  "History  of  the  United  States  "are  well  known  as  Dr.  Clarke's 
"Bancroft  Papers";  his  articles  on  the  "Northmen  in  America "  are 
valuable  contributions  to  our  Norse  literature;  his  article  on  "The 
New  Crusade  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  "  is  an  eloquent  and  powerful 
appeal  to  Americans  to  join  the  war  against  African  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade,  in  which  European  sovereigns  and  philanthropists  have 
labored  so  earnestly,  conspicuous  among  whom  were  Popes  Pius  IX. 
and  Leo  XIII.  and  Cardinals  Lavigerie  and  Massaia. 

In  politics  Doctor  Clarke  was  educated  as  an  old-line  Whig  before 
present  party  lines  were  drawn,  but  since  the  Know-nothing  movement 
he  has  been  a  Democrat,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  labored  valiantly 
for  civil  service  reform,  good  government,  and  arbitration  in  lieu  of 
war.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  American 
Catholic  Lay  Congress  and  the  Catholic  Summer  School,  and  lectured 
before  them.  When  the  New  York  History  Company  was  preparing 
"  The  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  edited  by  General 
James  Grant  Wilson,  Doctor  Clarke  was  selected  on  the  advice  of  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities  to  write  the  historical  sketch  of  the  Catholic 
Ckurch  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Among  the  testimonials  I'eceived  by  him  from  many  colleges  and 
institutions  was  the  bestowal  of  a  gold  cross  by  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  on  the  publication  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Ameri- 
can Catholic  Bishops."  Doctor  Clarke  is  a  menjber  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 


LEMENT,  GEORGE  ANSEL  (born  in  New  York  City,  Feb- 
ruary 22, 1851),  is  the  son  of  William  J.  and  Ann  M.  Clement. 
His  father's  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts,  and  were  prominently  identified  with 
the  early  history  of  New  England.  Mr.  Clement  was  educated  in  the 
piiblic  schools  of  this  city  and  at  Doctor  Quackenbos'  Collegiate 
School,  at  the  corner  of  Fourteenth  Street  and  Sixth  Avenue.  He 
studied  law  in  the  ofiices  of  O'Conor  &  Dunning,  and  with  Honorable 
B.  F.  Dunning  after  Mr.  O'Conor's  retirement.  He  graduated  from  the 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  May  l.'^,  1872,  and  on  the  19th  of  June 
following  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  where  he  has 
since  practiced,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years  (1873  and  1874), 
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(liiiini^'  which    liiiii'   lie   juai'tici'il    in   <  )r;iii,i;-c   County,  New  Yoi'iv.  mikI 
\\;is  I  hi'  cdiloi-  of  the  I'oit  .h'lvis  ilazdli'. 

Mr.  Clciiit'iit  \v:is  coiiiiscl  for  plaiiitilf  in   l)illinij,iiani  r.v.  Npw  York 


Cotton  Excliaiia'p.  involvinii-   an  ini])oitant   jxiint   in   assessment  life 
insurance  ;   in  Lerclie  r.v.  Brasher,  a  leading  case  on  the  construction 
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of  section  829  of  the  Code  as  affecting  an  attorney's  right  to  recover  for 
services  against  representatives  of  a  deceased  party  ;  and  for  the 
defendant  in  Gilligan  vs.  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  Doran  vs. 
Franklin  Insurance  Company,  and  Yelie  vs.  Newark  City  Insurance 
Company,  leading  cases  under  lire  insurance  law.  He  was  one  of  the 
counsel  in  the  case  of  Thomas  vs.  The  Musical  Protective  Union,  and 
for  Margaret  Mather  in  her  controversies  with  her  managers,  and  has 
been  associated  with  or  opposed  to  most  of  the  prominent  members  of 
the  bar  in  other  leading  mercantile  or  insurance  cases.  He  was  the 
principal  assistant  of  Colonel  Bliss  in  the  preparation  of  the  earlier 
editions  of  "  Bliss'  Annotated  Code,"  and  was  a  law  partner  of  Horatio 
C.  King  until  the  latter's  removal  to  Brooklyn.  He  was  also  editor  of 
an  edition  of  "  Court  Rules,"  and  is  author  of  the  well-known  "  Fire 
Insurance  Digest."  He  was  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Seward, 
of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  N.  G.  N.  Y.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Bar  Association,  the  Association  of  the  Bar  in  New  York  City,  and  of 
the  Law  Institute.  

LEVELAND,  GROYER  (born  at  Caldwell,  Essex  County, 
New  Jersey,  March  18,  1S37),  is  descended  from  an  English 
family,  early  seated  at  Ipswich,  Suffolk  County,  a  member  of 
which,  Moses  Cleveland,  emigrated  to  Massachusetts  in  1635, 
settling  at  AYoburn.  President  Cleveland  is  lineally  descended  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  this  pioneer.  Mr.  Cleveland's  father,  Richard 
Falley  Cleveland,  a  graduate  from  Yale  College,  and  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  married  Annie  Neal,  daughter  of  a  Baltimore  merchant. 
^Ylien  four  years  of  age,  his  father  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Fayette ville.  New  York,  and  here  the  boy  received  an 
academic  education,  and  afterward  served  an  apprenticeship  as  clerk 
in  a  country  store.  He  then  removed  with  his  father  to  Clinton, 
Oneida  County,  where  he  enjoyed  further  educational  advantages.  In 
his  seventeenth  year  he  was  appointed  assistant  teacher  in  the  New 
York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  New  York  City,  where  his  elder 
brother,  William,  was  also  a  teacher.  In  1885,  Mr.  Cleveland  assisted 
his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allen,  in  the  compilation  of  the  "  American  Herd 
Book,"  as  also  in  the  preparation  of  a  number  of  the  succeeding 
volumes.  In  August,  1855,  he  had  also  obtained  a  clerkship  in  the 
law  firm  of  Rogers,  Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo  :  while  in  1859  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  from  that  time  until  January  1,  1863, 
remained  in  the  employ  of  his  firm  as  managing  clerk. 

In  1863  Mr.  Cleveland  was  appointed  assistant  district  attorney  of 
Erie  County,  and  held  this  office  for  three  years.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  was  drafted  to  serve  in  the  Union  army,  but  borrowed  money 
and  hired  a  substitute  to  take  his  place.  Two  of  his  brothers  were 
already  in  the  army,  while  his  mother  and  sisters  were  dependent  upon 
his  earnings  for  their  support. 
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In  Im;."i  Mr.  ( '|i'v<'I:iii(!  rcccivfil  tlic  ii;iiiiin;il ion  for  ilislrirt  attorney 
of  Erie  Coiiiily  oil  tlw  Deiiiociatic  ticket,  but  was  dcrcatcil.  He  I'ornit-d 
■a  law  i)artiu'rslii|i  willi  Isaac  V.  Vanderpool,  which  coulinucd  I'roni 
January  1,  ISfW;.  until  August  1,  1869,  when  he  became  a  member  of 
the  iiriu  ol'  Lanninu'.  Clevehuid  cV  Folsom.  In  1870  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  sherilV  ol'  Krie  County.  At  the  ex])ii'ation  of  his  term  of  office, 
in  187;^.  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bfiss, 
Cleveland  &  Bissell.  By  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bass  in  1881,  and  the 
admission  of  (icoi'nc  .1.  Sicard,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Cleveland, 
Bissell  &  Sicai'd. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  ]iiililie  r  ■putation  may  be  said  to  date  from  his  elec- 
ti(m  as  mayor  of  Hiillalo  iu  1881,  as  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic 
])arty,  but  also  tlie  acknowledged  candidate  of  the  reform  elements 
ontside  of  ]i:iiiy  lines.  He  was  elected  by  an  nnprecendented  majority. 
Enteriiii:-  upon  his  tluties  as  mayoi-  ^lay  2,  1882,  he  became  known 
almost  iunnediarely  as  the  "Veto  Mayor."  '"By  vetoing  extravagant 
appropriations  he  savi'd  the  ciry  nearly  sl.odd.odi)  in  the  first  six 
months  of  his  adminisiiatiou.""  The  city  government  of  Buffalo  at 
tliat  time  was  tlagrautly  corinpr.  and  Mr.  Cleveland's  determined  stand 
for  pui'e  governnieiii  brouiilit  him  into  a  bitter  contest  with  the  City 
Council,  in  which,  however,  he  was  victorious.  His  course  as  mayor 
attracted  attention  thronghout  the  State  of  New  York,  and  u])on  the 
convening  of  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Syracuse,  September 
22,  1882,  he  was  nominated  for  governor  of  the  State. 

In  his  inaugural  address  as  mayor  of  Buifalo,  Mr.  Cleveland  said  : 
"It  seems  to  me  that  a  successful  and  faithful  administration  of  the 
government  of  our  city  may  be  accomplished  by  constantly  bearing  in 
nnnd  that  we  are  the  trustees  and  agents  of  our  fellow-citizens,  holding 
their  funds  iu  sacred  trust,  to  be  expended  for  their  benefit;  that  we 
shonld  at  all  times  be  ]irepared  to  render  an  honest  account  of  them, 
touching  the  m:mner  of  their  expenditure  ;  and  that  the  affairs  of  the 
city  should  be  conducted,  as  far  as  possible,  upon  the  same  principles 
as  a  good  l)usiness  man  manages  his  private  concerns."  This  profession 
Mr.  Cleveland  had  zealously  carried  out  in  the  conduct  of  the  mayor- 
alty. Siuiihuiy.  iu  his  letter  of  acceptance  of  the  nonunation  for  gov- 
ernor, he  wrote :  "Public  officers  are  the  servants  and  agents  of  the 
l)eople,  to  execute  the  laws  wiiich  the  people  have  made,  and  within 

the  limits  of  a  constitution  which  they  have  established We 

may.  1  tliink.  reduce  to  (piite  simple  elements  the  duty  which  public 
servants  owe,  by  constantly  bearing  in  mind  that  they  are  put  in  place  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  i)eople,  to  answer  their  needs  as  thej'  arise, 
and  to  expend  for  their  benefit  the  money  drawn  from  them  by  taxa- 
tion." IMr.  Cleveland  was  elected  governor  by  the  unprecedented  plu- 
rality of  192,8r)-l  over  ex-Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Charles  J.  Folger. 
It  has  been  well  said  that  Cleveland's  "  State  administration  was  only 
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an  expansion  of  the  fundamental  principles  that  controlled  his  official 
action  while  mayor  of  Buffalo." 

Moreover,  just  as  his  course  as  mayor  had  won  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State,  so  now  his  course  as  governor,  together  with  the 
enormous  plurality  of  his  election,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  nation, 
and  at  the  National  Democratic  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in  July, 
1884,  Mr.  Cleveland  was  nominated  for  the  presidency,  with  Thomas  A. 
Hendricks  as  candidate  for  vice-president.  The  ticket  was  elected  by 
a  popular  majority,  as  well  as  by  a  majority  in  the  electoral  college. 
As  president  of  the  United  States,  Cleveland  once  more  exhibited  a 
determination  to  veto  legislation  which  he  deemed  injurious,  and  thus 
gained  the  distinction  of  using  the  veto  power  beyond  all  precedent  on 
the  part  of  a  chief  executive  of  the  United  States.  A  majority  of  these 
vetoes,  however,  were  of  private  pension  bills,  and  Mr.  Cleveland  took 
a  bold  stand  in  relation  to  this  species  of  abuse,  irrespective  of  the 
clamor  which  was  raised  in  the  name  of  the  old  soldiers. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  first  administration  was  characterized  by  his  efforts 
for  civil  service  reform,  and  by  the  message  of  1887,  in  which  he  made 
the  tariff  question  the  issue  of  the  succeeding  presidential  election. 
In  1888  Mr.  Cleveland  was  again  the  Democratic  candidate,  but  was 
defeated  by  Benjamin  Harrison  in  the  electoral  college,  although  Cleve- 
land received  a  popular  majority.  At  the  end  of  his  administration, 
Mr.  Cleveland  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  locating  in  New  York  City, 
and  subsequently  appeared  in  many  important  cases  which  were  argued 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  1892,  notwithstanding  the  most  bitter  opposition  of  the  Democratic 
machine  in  his  own  State,  Cleveland  was  the  choice  of  the  Democrats 
of  the  country  for  a  third  nomination  for  the  presidency,  and  he  was 
nominated  on  the  first  ballot  in  the  National  Democratic  Convention 
held  at  Chicago.  He  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  both  of  the  pop- 
ular vote  and  in  the  electoral  college.  Cleveland's  present  administra- 
tion has  been  characterized  by  his  determined  efforts  in  urging  an 
unwilling  Senate  into  action  to  secure  a  sound  currency  to  the  country, 
and  by  a  modification  of  the  tariff  laws  enacted  by  the  last  Congress, 
in  accordance  with  the  message  of  the  chief  executive. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  candidacy  for  the  various  public  offices  which  he  has 
filled  has  been  remarkable  for  the  large  independent  vote  which  he  has 
commanded,  and  the  considerable  number  of  voters  whom  he  has 
drawn  from  opposing  parties.  The  great  lesson  of  his  public  career  is 
its  demonstration  that  an  honest  and  earnest  administration  of  office, 
as  opposed  to  the  scheming  and  wire-pulling  tactics  of  "  practical  poli- 
ticians," will  generally  win  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  prove  in 
the  end  to  be  the  wisest  and  shrewdest  policy. 
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ILOPTON,  WIIJJAM  CAPET  (honi  on  one  of  liis  father's 
estates  near  Molly  S]irinu's,  Mississippi,  .Marcli  Ki,  ISf):!),  is 
tile  son  of  Major  .loim  llo^'nat  Cloptou  and  Matilda  Caro- 
line Diake.  His  lallicr  was  an  extensive  cotton  planter  in 
the  Slates  of  'I'ennessee,  Mississijipi,  Arkansas,  and  Lonisiana.  His 
niotlier  was  a  ,i;ian(lilan,i;-hter  of  Francis  Drake  of  Viro-inia,  a  direct 
descendant  of  Sir  I-'rancis  Drake.  His  paternal  -irandfatlier,  Anthony 
Wentworih  Clopton.  was  a  bosom  friend  of  President  Andrew  Jackson. 
The  American  anci-stor  four  uenerations  farther  back,  Sir  Walter 
Cloi^ton,  of  Snifolk,  Kimland,  having-  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Stuarts, 
11, m1  Iiisi  to  Holland,  and  after  the  execution  of  Charles  the  First  in 
104!)  settli'd  in  Hanover  County,  N'irainia,  whither  a  cousin  had  pre- 
ceded him.  'I'he  grandson  of  Sir  William  Clopton,  and  son  of  Sir 
Walter,  held  niin"  milrs  of  his  estate,  lying  along  the  Pamunkey 
River,  under  cullivalion,  and  was  regarded  as  the  wealthiest  man  in 
the  colonies.  An  ardent  patriot,  he  supported  the  army  of  Lafayette 
for  six  months  during  the  Revolution. 

WilUam  C.  Clopton  was  educated  by  private  tutors,  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Columbia  Collegiate  School  (,Cohnnl)ia,  Tennessee),  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Virginia  in  L872.  In  1873  he  entered 
the  I'luversity  of  Berlin,  Germany,  and  after  attending  the  law  lectures 
until  lS7tj,  re-entered  the  University  of  \irgiuia  and  took  a  course  of 
law  uiuler  the  late  Professor  Minor.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Virginia 
bar  in  1870,  and  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  New  York  in  1877,  the 
same  year  attending  for  one  session  a  course  of  law  lectures  by  the 
late  Professor  D wight. 

Mr.  Clopton  has  won  a  successful  practice  as  a  corporation  attorney, 
a  railroad  director,  and  an  executor  and  trustee  of  important  trusts. 
He  has  been  the  legal  adviser  of  many  prominent  bankers  in  New^ 
York  and  elsewhere.  Following  are  titles  of  leading  cases  in  which  he 
has  appeared  in  the  State  and  Federal  courts :  Moffit  vs.  Cavaiiagh, 
Redlow  /vv.  Levy,  Chambers  i^s.  Harney,  Clrady,  Assignee  rs.  Bowe, 
Sheritf,  Merchants  and  Planters  Bank  (of  Virginia)  PS.  Robinson, 
National  Bank  of  Virginia  r.s.  Oliver,  Emery  rs.  Cavanagh,  Buttertield 
et  id.  rn.  Dean  cf  dl.,  Wanamaker  (John)  vs.  McKay,  Farmers  Bank 
vs.  Coney,  Stuart  i\s.  Golf,  Seward  vs.  Metropolitan  Elevated  Railway 
Coiu]>any,  National  Bank  of  Commerce  vs.  City  of  Dallas,  Wigmore 
vs.  Carrnthers,  Peters  vs.  Long  Island  Railroad  Company,  The  Matter 
t)f  Hubert  O.  Thompson,  Commissioner,  to  acquire  Lands  and  Water 
Rights  in  the  County  of  Westchester ;  Glenn,  Trustee  vs.  Ginter  et  aJ., 
and  Glenn  vs.  ilahoney.  Of  recent  note  was  his  defense  in  the  case  of 
Glenn,  Trustee  vs.  Harrison  ei  al.,  a  corporation  litigation  involving 
large  interests  and  many  intricate  questions  of  law.  Stubbornly  and 
ingeniously  contested  by  able  counsel,  it  was  passed  upon  by  the 
appellate  courts  six  different  times,  Mr.  Clopton  finally  winning  at 
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the  General  Term,  in  the  Conrt  of  Appeals,  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clopton  is  author  of  two  prize  essaj's,  and  has  done  other  liter- 
jirv  work   in   connection  with   magazines   and   newspapers.     He   was 


special  correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis  Times  and  other  papers  while 
a  student  at  the  University  of  Berlin.  Outside  of  his  law  practice, 
he"'built  the  Texarkana  &  Fort  Smith  Eailroad,  which  was  absorbed 
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bv  the  Kansas  City.  IMltshurgli  iV  (iulf  system,  and  for  tliis  road 
aiso  built  across  the  Red  River  tli.-  li nest  steel  bridge  in  the  State  of 
Texas,     lie  has  never  sought  nor  held  public  office. 


niOLEMAN,  GEORGE  SILAS  (born  June  8,  185G,  in  Flatlands, 
Long  Island,  now  a  part  of  Brooklyn),  is  the  son  of  Wiilinm 
Hunl^er  Coleman  and  Cornelia  Barnard  Allen.  Among 
liis  ancestors  on  his  father's  sitle  were  John  llowland,  one  of 
the  Mmjflower  pilgrims  of  lf)20,  and  Isaac  Coleman,  one  of  the  original 
s(>ttlers' of  Nantucket,  whose  father,  Thomas,  came  from  England  in 
K!:^.").  One  of  Mr.  Coleman's  female  ancestors  was  an  aunt  of  Benjamin 
Franklin.  He  is  related  through  his  mother  to  the  Barnards  and 
Comstocks  of  Columbia  and  Dutchess  counties,  New  York. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  educated  at  Fairfield  Academy  (Fairfield,  Con- 
necticut) from  18G.5  to  ISOT,  and  at  Wesleyan  Academy  (Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts)  from  1867  to  1872,  graduating  second  in  his  class.  A 
four  years'  course  followed  at  Wesleyan  University  (i\Iiddletown,  Con- 
necticut), where  he  received  various  prizes  for  scholarship,  and  was  one 
of  the  editors  of  the  College  Argus  and  Olla  Podrida,  graduating  in 
1870  with  first  honors.  He  later  received  the  degree  of  master  of  arts. 
From  ]87()  to  1879  he  read  law,  during  intei'vals  of  teaching,  in  the 
offices  of  Honorable  Edwin  Countryman  and  Honorable  Samuel  A. 
Bowen,  of  Cooperstown,  New  York,  and  of  Honorable  Isaac  Dayton, 
New  York  City,  attending  lectures  at  Columbia  College  Law  School 
the  following  year. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1880,  and  has  been  continuously 
in  New  York  City  since.  From  ISSl  to  1883  he  was  clerk  in  the  office 
of  Shearman  &  Sterling,  and  for  two  years  following  was  managing 
cl(>rk  foi-  Bristow,  Peet  &  Opdyke.  In  October,  1885,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  in  the  City  law  department  by  Corporation  Counsel  (now 
Judge)  E.  Henry  Lacombe,  resigning  in  1892  to  form  a  partnership 
with  .lohn  E.  Eustis  and  Tallmadge  W.  Foster,  which  still  continues 
under  the  firm  name  of  Eustis,  Foster  &  Coleman. 

During  Mr.  Coleman's  official  connection  with  the  law  department 
he  had  special  charge  of  matters  relating  to  taxation,  and  has  since 
been  retained  by  the  city  in  important  tax  litigations.  Among  the 
cases  in  which  he  has  represented  the  city  were  those  involving  the 
i-elations  of  the  State  and  county  ;  the  taxation  of  the  capital  stock  of 
domestic  corporations  of  various  kinds  under  different  laws  ;  of  joint 
stock  conij)anies  ;  of  foreign  corporations  and  non-residents  on  capital 
invested  in  the  State ;  of  estates  held  by  executors  and  trustees ;  of 
bank  shares  ;  of  real  estate  partly  used  for  religious  or  charitable  pur- 
poses or  parochial  schools  ;  aiul  various  questions  of  practice  in  the 
review  of  assessments  by  certiorari  and  the  collection  of  taxes  by  suit 
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or  summary  proceedings.     Mr.  Coleman  has  been  engaged  in  general 
practice  since  1S92. 

At  college  Mr.  Coleman's  Greek  letter  societies  were  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fi'aternity  and  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa.     He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
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"  Mystics,"  a  senior  society.  He  belongs  to  the  State  and  City  Bar 
associations,  the  Psi  Upsilon  Club  of  New  York,  and  the  Hamilton 
Club  of  Brooklyn. 
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i^OTTERILL,  GEOKGE  WASHINGTON  dx.rn  in  Mont i uglier, 
Vermont),  is  descended  from  ;in  olil  \<Tinoiit  I'nmily,  the  son 
of  M;ilil(m  Cotterill,  iind  -iiiiKlson  oi  Patiick  Cotterill,  of 
Middli'l)iiry,  Vermont.  His  hit  licr  \v;is  one  of  tin-  originators 
of  till'  \  I 'I'mont  Central  Railroad,  and  in-oniinmtlN  roiinccted  with  its 
construction.  His  mother,  Gatiiciinc  ivlmonds  (Joucii,  a  native  of 
New  llamiisliirc,  was  lineally  descended  froin  the  two  wi>li-i<nown 
families  of  ivlmonds  and  Coiicii.  of  the  same  State,  and  was  related  to 
the  Lei>  family  of  \ir-inia,  and  to  the  late  .liidn'e  William  E.  Curtis  of 
this  city. 

.Mr.  Cditeiill  was  uiadnateil  from  the  Iniversity  of  Vermont,  being 
the  youngest  of  his  class,  and  read  law  witii  Peck  &  Coll)y.'  of  Mont- 
pelier,  leading  lawyers,  with  the  largest  ])ractice  of  any  iirm  in  the 
State.  In  conducting  cases  for  this  firm  Mr.  Cotterill  frequently  met 
in  court  three  yonng  lawyers  who  afterward  became  distingiiisiied  : 
I'nitiMl  States  Senator  ]\fatt  Carpenter,  Honorable  Edward  E.  Phelps, 
and  Inited  States  Senator  Edmunds.  After  his  adnii.s.sion  to  the  bar, 
Mr.  Cotterill  continued  for  some  time  in  charge  of  the  business  of 
Peck  &  Collty,  but  in  l.Si'i.'i  came  to  New  York  City  to  take  a  similar 
position  witli  Ludwig,  Snnth  &  Finke— at  that  time,  with  perhaps  a 
single  exception,  the  oidy  linn  of  German  practitioners  in  New  York. 
]\Ir.  Cotterill  iiad  made  a  sjiecial  study  of  German  language  and  litera- 
ture while  at  college.  He  later  formed  a  partneiship  with  his  brother, 
w  hicli  was  dissolved  by  the  removal  of  the  latter  to  Wisconsin  (where 
he  became  a  leading  lawyer).  From  that  time  Mr.  Cotterill  juacticed 
ah)ne.  He  has  numl)ered  among  his  clients  for  many  years  William 
Steinway  &  Sons,  several  German  banks,  and  various  insurance  compa- 
nies. Within  five  years  after  coming  to  New  York  he  became  counsel 
of  the  Underwriters  Agency,  composed  of  four  important  insurance 
companies,  the  Germania,  Hanover,  Niagara,  and  Republic.  Mr. 
Alexander  Stoddart  conceived  the  plan  of  effecting  a  joint  insurance 
by  these  companies  and  issuing  but  one  policy.  After  ten  years  of 
successful  operation,  two  of  the  companies  retired,  the  business  being 
carried  on  jointly  by  the  Hanover  and  Germania  companies.  At  the 
end  of  another  decade,  a  litigation  arose  as  to  the  right  oi  ownership 
of  the  good  will,  the  Citizens  Insurance  Company  having  formed  an 
alliance  witli  the  Hanover.  The  result  of  the  suits  and  counter-suits 
which  were  commenced  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cotterill's  contention  that 
the  business  and  good  will  were  the  property  of  Mr.  Stoddart,  and  that 
the  arrangement  between  the  Hanover  and  Citizens  companies  was 
lawful. 

Mr.  Cotterill  was  also  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  chief  case  of  the 
New  England  Iron  Company  vs.  the  Gilbert  (afterward  the  Manhattan) 

1  TliiH  linn  consisted  of  Lucius  B.  Peck,  one  of  the  most  cniiiH'nt  advociitos  in  Vermont,  and  Stoddard  B.  Colby, 
Bcarcely  leas  distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  and  who  was  appointed  rejiister  of  the  United  States  Treasury  by 
President  Lincoln. 
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Elevated  Kailroad  Company.  A  contract  to  construct  the  entire  road, 
after  the  fall  of  the  market  price  of  iron  had  been  repudiated.  The 
last  trial  of  the  action  for  damages  brought  by  the  iron  company 
occupied  forty-two  days  before  a  struck  jury  in  the  Superior  Court. 
The  jurj^  disagreed  and  the  case  was  settled  by  the  payment  of  $250,000 
to  Mr.  Cotterill's  clients.  Among  other  interesting  cases  should 
be  mentioned  those  in  which  Mr.  Cotterill  has  represented  Mr. 
William  Steinway  and  Steinway  &  Sons.  In  one  case,  Mr.  Steinway 
had  sold  a  block  of  property  on  Lexington  Avenue.  While  the 
property  was  being  improved,  a  Us  pendens  was  filed  by  a  person  who 
claimed  that  the  property  had  escheated  to  the  State  by  reason  of 
alienage,  that  the  title  of  the  various  grantees  was  derived  through  the 
foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  and  that  the  State  not  having  been  made  a 
party,  the  plaintiff  had  the  right  to  redeem  from  the  mortgage  and  take 
the  property  by  virtue  of  a  release  to  her  from  the  State.  Mr.  Cotterill 
admitted  the  facts,  but  established  the  law  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
make  the  people  a  party  to  the  foreclosure  suit,  and  that  the  action  of 
escheat  would  not  lie  in  a  bill  to  redeem. 

In  the  case  recently  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a  nephew  of  Mr. 
William  Steinway,  as  stockholder,  brought  suit  against  him  and  the 
other  trustees  for  an  accounting  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  claiming 
that  large  sums  had  been  expended  for  charitj',  by  donations  to  fairs, 
musical  artists,  and  others,  and  in  building  residences,  carrying  on 
schools,  and  establishing  a  library  for  the  benefit  of  employees,  and 
that  such  expenditures  were  ultra  vires,  and  beyond  the  power  of  the 
trustees  to  make.  While  holding  it  to  be  the  general  rule  of  law  that 
a  corporation  must  keep  within  its  charter,  the  court  decided  that  the 
rule  had  been  greatly  modified  by  modern  necessities,  and  that  the 
exi^enditures  were  made  in  the  good  faith,  were  necessary  and  proper, 
and  resulted  in  large  benefits  to  Steinway  &  Sons.  The  progress  of 
this  case  was  closely  watched  by  many  large  corporations  whose  trus- 
tees might  become  liable  for  expenditures  made  in  good  faith,  but 
which  might  apparently  be  outside  their  lawful  powers. 

Mr.  Cotterill  is  counsel  for  the  well-known  German  societj^,  the 
Leiderkranz,  which  he  reorganized,  and  of  which  he  is  a  member.  For 
more  than  thii'ty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
Chib,  and  is  a  member  of  the  New  England  Society,  the  New  York 
Lawyers'  and  Insurance  clubs,  and  the  Fish  and  Game  Association. 


FREDEKIC  K.    COUDBRT. 
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^OUDERT,  FKEDERIC  RP^NE  (born  in  New  Yoik  City,  March 
1,  1832),  is  the  son  of  Charles  Coiulert,  born  in  Bordeaux, 
Frant-e,  179;"),  who  after  an  adventuious  caieei'  in  the  service 
of  the  Bonn  partes  escaped  to  America  in  1824,  where  he 
settled  for  the  ri'iii.-iimli  r  of  his  life.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Guard 
of  Honor  attacht-d  to  the  old  Imperial  Herald  of  Napoleon  I.,  was 
wounded  in  the  famous  three  days'  light  at  Leipsic,  i)articipated  in 
the  liaiilc  of  MonliTcaii  and  Mountmirial,  and  served  actively  in  the 
dcsiicrate  ennaucmciit  wlicn  the  allies  entei'ed  Paris.  After  the  "Resto- 
ration, tliroiigli  till'  intlucnce  of  Lafayette,  he  became  involved  in  the 
coiisiiirai'v  to  \A:icf  the  i)iil<.f  of  Reichstadt  (Napoleon  IT.)  on  The 
throne  of  France.  The  conspiracy  failed  ;  he  was  tried  and  condemned 
to  be  shot^.  Tlirouuli  some  iul'ormality  in  the  tiial,  the  execution  was 
postponed,  and  alter  many  months  spent  in  ])ii.son  he  escaped  to  Eng- 
land. Two  years  afterward  he  returned  to  France  in  disti;iiise,  which 
was  discovered,  but  through  the  assistance  of  influential  friends  he 
escaped  to  the  United  States.  He  was  awarded  two  decorations  for  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Bonapartes,  one  being  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  and  the  other  a  medal  presented  by  the  Second  Empire  for 
services  rendered  to  the  First.  This  was  the  medal  which  Napoleon  I., 
when  dying  at  Helena,  desired  to  have  presented  to  the  companions  of 
his  glory,  and  wiiich  was,  in  accordance  with  his  wishes,  awarded  by 
Louis  Napoleon  to  everj-  surviving  officer  and  soldier  of  the  First 
Em])ire.  Louis  and  .loseph  Bonajjarte  were  entertained  at  Charles 
Coudert's  house  during  their  visit  to  America. 

Frederic  R.  Coudert  received  his  early  education  at  his  father's 
school  in  New  York  City,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered  Columbia 
College,  graduating  with  the  highest  honors  in  1850,  his  address  on 
that  occasion  attracting  attention  from  the  press.  In  1852,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  His  brothers, 
Louis  and  Charles  Coudert,  Jr.,  joined  him  in  the  practice  of  law, 
forming  the  lirm  of  Coudert  Brothers,  which,  with  its  Paris  branch,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  law  firms  in  New  York,  transacting  a  large  business 
and  numbering  among  its  clients  many  of  the  governments  of  Europe. 

Of  late  years  there  have  been  a  great  number  of  cases  involving  nice 
questions  of  law,  in  which  the  advice  of  Mr.  Coudert  has  been  sought. 
His  success  as  a  jury  lawyer  has  been  pronounced.  He  has  the  happy 
faculty  of  quickly  recovering  himself  in  a  trial,  if  the  facts  seem  to 
change  or  the  evidence  to  go  against  him.  He  at  once  leads  the  jury  to 
believe  that  the  particular  adverse  evidence  brought  out  was  exactly 
what  he  had  contemplated  as  a  possibility. 

As  a  mark  of  his  fairness,  courtesy,  and  popularity,  he  was  selected 
by  his  fellow-members  of  the  bar  to  be  their  spokesman  in  opposition 
to  the  Civil  Code  which  was  so  persistently  urged  upon  the  Legislature. 
He  was  also  selected  to  write  the  memorial  of  Charles  O'Conor,  and 
again  honored  by  being  elected  president  of  the  Bar  Association  of 
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New  Fork  City.  As  a  speaker  lie  commands  the  closest  attention  of 
liis  professional  brethren.  His  style  is  clear,  his  ready  wit  enlivens 
the  most  tedious  subjects,  and  he  also  has  the  power  of  appealing  to 
the  judgment  and  convincing  the  intellect.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  a  complete  list  of  his  orations  and  after-dinner  speeches.  One  of 
the  most  notable  was  his  address  at  the  centennial  celebration  at 
Columbia  College  in  1887.  He  lectures  at  times  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, and  has  treated  as  platform  subjects  "  Edmund  Burke,"  "  Lying 
as  a  Fine  Art,"  "  Manners  and  Morals,"  "  The  Church  and  the  Bar." 
He  has  written  largely  for  the  leading  periodicals  upon  subjects  out- 
side of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Coudert  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  political  work  of  the 
Democratic  party.  During  the  Tilden  and  Hayes  campaign  his  serv- 
ices were  in  constant  requisition.  After  that  election,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Democratic  committee  to  go  to  'New  Orleans  and  assist  in 
securing  a  fair  count  of  the  vote  of  Louisiana.  He  was  a  personal 
friend  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  and  in  1879  an  ardent  supporter  of  Gov- 
ernor Robinson.  During  the  latter  campaign  he  made  an  eloquent 
speech  in  favor  of  "  Democratic  Union,"  and  was  the  only  speaker  who 
claimed  the  rapt  attention  of  the  noisy  crowd.  He  supported  Mayor 
Grace  in  both  his  campaigns,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  election 
of  Mr.  Cleveland.  He  was  president  of  the  Lawyers  Campaign  Club, 
and  made  many  speeches  in  favor  of  the  candidate. 

Mr.  Coudert  has  himself  positively  refused  political  preferment,  and 
has  several  times  declined  nominations  which  signified  election  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  Aside  from  this,  he  has  held  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  to  represent  the  interests 
of  American  commerce  at  the  International  Congress  on  the  Law  of 
Nations,  held  at  Antwerp.  In  1882  he  attended  another  session  of 
that  Congress,  held  in  Liverpool.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  the  so-called  "  Anti-snap  "  organization,  the  activity  of  which 
was  chiefly  instrumental  in  securing  the  nomination  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land for  President  in  1892.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Maynard  com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Bar  Association,  which  investigated  the 
alleged  election  frauds,  influencing  the  defeat  of  Maynard  in  1893. 
He  was  counsel  for  the  United  States,  with  Edward  J.  Phelps  and 
James  C.  Carter,  in  the  famous  Behring  Sea  controversy  with  Great 
Britain,  before  the  Jury  of  Arbitrators  at  Paris  in  July,  1893. 

For  ten  years  Mr.  Coudert  was  president  of  the  French  Benevolent 
Society  ;  while  he  was  the  first  president  of  the  United  States  Catholic 
Historical  Society,  holding  this  office  several  terms.  He  w^as  president 
of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic  Club  of  New  York  City,  and  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Columbia  College  Alumni  Association.  For  three 
years  he  was  government  director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  ;  for 
several  years  vice-president,  and  is  now  president,  of  the  Manhattan 
Club  ;  for  a  considerable  period  was  trustee  of  Seton  Hall  College, 
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Xt'w  Jersey;  and  is  a  Inisiee  of  ('nlmnliia  and  liai-naid  rolleses,  a 
iiieinl.er  of  the  visiting-  connuittee  of  llarvaid  College,  and  a  director 
ill  iiumeroiis  sociable  and  ('liaritul)li'  instiliilions.  He  was  awai'ded  the 
degivc  of  doctor  of  laws  from  Setoii  Hail  (Jollege  in  Issn,  nnd  from 
Fordliani  College  in  1 SS4.  and  the  degree  of  doctor  of  canon  and  civil 
hiw  (,l.  I  .  D.)  from  Columbia  in  1S87. 

Mr.  Cdiidert  has  also  I'eceived  many  honors  from  foreign  govern- 
ments, lie  was  made  a  Knight  of  I  lie  Legion  of  Honor  of  Prance 
during  the  presidency  of  iNfarshal  McMahon  ;  an  ofTicer  of  the  Crown 
(if  Italy  I'or  services  rendered  to  the  ItaUan  Ambas.sador  to  Washing- 
IdU  ;  aiul  an  Oflicer  of  the  Order  of  Bolivar  by  Venezuela,  as  a  graceful 
comiilinumf  in  return  for  the  address  which  he  delivered  on  the  inau- 
iiiiration  of  the  I'.olivar  statue  in  Central  Park. 


OWIXG.  RUFCS  BILLINGS  (born  in  Jamestown,  Chantau- 
I   qua  County,  New  York,  May 'J."),  1840),  is  the  son  of  John  Kirk- 


land  Cowing  and  Sedate  Foote.  He  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  took  courses  in  Jamestown  Academy  and  the 
Brooklyn  I'olyteclinic  Institute,  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege. He  -studied  law  in  the  office  of  Niles  &  Bradley,  New  York  City, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard  College  Law  School,  being  ad- 
7nitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year  (1804)  both  in  Boston  and  New  York. 

Judge  Cowing  began  practice  in  New  York  City,  and  was  soon  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  successful  business.  A  few  years  later  his  practice  was 
interrupted  by  liis  elevation  to  the  bench,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
served  continuously  since.  As  a  judge  Mr.  Cowing  has  acquired  an 
established  reimtation.  He  has  been  on  the  criminal  bench  of  New 
York  for  seventeen  years,  and  during  that  time  has  disposed  of  more 
than  seventeen  thousand  cases. 

During  1877  he  was  alderman-at-large  of  New  York  City.  He  is  a 
member  of  various  social  organizations,  president  of  the  New  Y'ork 
Honui'opathic  Medical  College  and  Hospital,  and  vice-president  of  the 
Union  League  Club.  As  lawyer  and  judge  he  has  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  three  of  his  uncles,  one  of  whom  was  judge  of  Chautauqua 
County  for  twenty-five  years,  another  city  judge  of  Milwaukee  for 
seven  years,  and  a  third  ex-law  partner  of  Honorable  John  G.  Carlisle, 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  in  President  Cleveland's  cabinet. 
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|ROOK,  ABEL  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  July  6,  1842), 
is  the  son  of  Samuel  Crook  and  Mary  Hanson,  of  New 
England  ancestry  on  both  sides.' 

He  was  graduated  from  Williams  College  with  honors  in 
1862,  and  from  Columbia  College  Law  School  two  years  later,  having 
meantime  entered  the  law  office  of  Honorable  Abraham  B.  Tappen.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Newburgh,  New  York,  in  1864,  and  at  once 
began  practice  in  this  city,  in  partnership  with  Honorable  John  B. 
Haskin.  His  practice  has  chiefly  been  in  the  capacity  of  counsel  to 
corporations,  and  in  the  lines  of  insurance  and  wills  and  the 
interpretation  of  statutory  and  constitutional  law. 

Among  cases  of  special  interest  was  that  of  the  Stadt  Theatre,  in 
which  he  established  that  a  lien  upon  real  estate  can  be  enforced 
against  a  voluntary  bankrupt  without  waiting  for  the  appointment  of 
an  assignee,  and  that  the  judgment  upon  the  assignee  when  appointed, 
notwithstanding  his  appointment,  relates  back  to  the  time  of  filing  the 
petition  previous  to  the  suit.  In  the  Neil  Dougherty  will  contest  the 
extent  of  the  rights  of  aliens  to  inherit  under  a  devise  and  by  descent 
was  determined,  and  an  attempt  to  create  an  indefinite  charity  in  a 
foreign  country  defeated.  The  John  Tyler  Insurance  case  was  unique 
in  the  history  of  attempted  insurance  frauds.  It  disclosed  a  scheme  to 
defraud  insurance  companies  out  of  nearly  $300,000  under  a  plan  of 
hypothecating  the  policies,  and  failing  in  this,  a  resort  to  deliberate 
suicide  to  enable  the  holders  of  the  policies  to  realize  upon  their 
securities.  After  months  of  hard  labor,  and  a  sensational  trial  lasting 
a  week,  Mr.  Crook  succeeded  in  exposing  the  conspiracy.  He  also 
argued  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  the  case  of  Asher  vs.  The 
State  of  Texas,  resulting  in  the  first  unanimous  decision  of  that  court 
affirming  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  "Drummers'  Tax"  law,  on  the 
ground  that  one  State  cannot  levy  a  tax  upon  commercial  travelers 
from  other  States  doing  business  in  its  territory.  This  was  the  fore- 
runner of  the  "  original  package  "  decision,  and  led  to  the  inter-state 
commerce  legislation  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Crook  was  also  engaged  in  the  litigations  growing  out  of  the 
acts  of  the  State  Legislature  of  1873  and  1874,  annexing  to  New  York 
City  the  southern  portion  of  Westchester  County,  the  present  Twenty- 
third  and  Twenty-fourth  Wards  ;  was  especially  active  in  determining 
the  right  to  issue  bonds  for  the  completion  of  the  boulevards  in  the 
annexed  district,  and  prepared    and    argued    before    the    Court  of 

1  The  Crook  family  in  England  included  among  its  1700  to  1750  the  family  was  settled  at  Haddani,  Con- 
members  General  Crook  of  Cromwell's  army,  Reverend  necticut.  Andrew  Crook  removed  from  Haddam  to 
Doctor  Crook  of  Brasenoee  College,  Oxford,  one  of  Pierniont,  New  Hampshire,  where  in  175fi  was  born  his 
those  persecuted  by  the  bigoted  Archbishop  Laud,  and  son,  Samuel.  The  latter's  son,  Samuel,  born  at  Pier- 
Judge  Crook  who  in  1C37  disputed  the  right  of  the  mont  in  1803,  was  the  father  of  Abel  Crook.  Jfarrying 
English  king  to  levy  direct  taxes  without  tlie  autboriza-  Mary  Hanson,  of  Berwick,  Maine,  he  removed  to  New 
tion  of  Parliament.  Captain  Thomas  Crook,  founder  York  City  in  ]82.'>,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
of  the  American  family,  landed  on  Manhattan  Island  in  until  his  death,  in  1866. 
the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  centtn-y.    From  about 
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Appeals  the  Flaii;ii;;iu  cast-  in  which  lln'  validity  of  the  Tenth  District 
Court  ill  the  new  section  of  the  eity  was  sustained.  In  IHSO  tlie  Union 
of  Mutual  l^enetit  Societies  of  tlie  State  of  New  Yorlv,  embracing  nearly 
sixty  organizations,  elected  Mr.  Crook  counsel  to  represent  their  inter- 
ests, and  he  was  chairman  of  the  convention  of  representatives  of  these 
societies  which  framed  llie  insurance  law  of  1881,  many  of  the  main 
features  being  draflnl  l)y  him.  The  various  acts  of  1881,  1883,  and 
1887,  regulating  insurance  corporations  doing  business  on  the  co-opera- 
tive ])laii,  and  wliicli  were  incorpoi-nted  in  the  haws  of  1892,  were 
largely  due  to  his  efforts. 

Mr.  Crook  is  a  Den rat  in  politics.  He  has  contributed  occa- 
sional articles  to  newspapers  and  reviews  on  scientific  and  sporting 
themes,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Auu-rican  Academy  of  Political  and 
Social  Science,  the  American  Fisheries  Society,  for  more  than  eighteen 
years  lias  been  president  of  the  Fountain  fiun  Club  of  Brooklyn,  and  is 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Accomack  Club,  a  lishiiig  and  sixirting 
association  with  headquarters  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Virginia.  In 
1880  he  was  elected  president  of  the  New  York  State  Association  for 
the  Protection  of  Fish  and  Game,  and  presided  over  the  largest  con- 
vention in  the  history  of  that  organization,  at  Coney  Island,  in  1881. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  the 
Brooklyn  Bar  Association,  and  tlie  Manhattan,  Brooklyn,  and 
Larchmont  Y'acht  clubs. 


^^ULLEN,  EDGAR  MONTGOMERY^  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
Jt£)^  York,  December  4,  1843),  is  the  son  of  Doctor  Henry  James 
g^/  CuUen  and  Eliza  McCne.  His  father,  born  in  Irelaud,  came 
to  America  early  in  life,  studied  medicine,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Brooklyn.  His  grandfather,  Henry 
James  Cullen,  Senior,  was  settled  at  Malla  Might,  County  Sligo,  Ire- 
land. Judge  Cnllen's  mother  was  the  sister  of  Judge  Alexander 
McCue,  of  Brooklyn. 

Judge  Cullen  prepared  foi^  college  at  Kinderhook  Academy,  was 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  18G0,  and,  having  decided  to 
become  a  civil  engineer,  attended  the  Troy  Polytechnic  Institute. 
With  tlie  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  entered  the  Union  army  as  a 
volunteer,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  First  United 
States  Infantry.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Farmington.  In 
1862  Governor  Morgan  commissioned  him — at  the  age  of  nineteen — 
colonel  of  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  attached  to  the 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  in  this  capacity  he  served  throughout  the 
operations  in  Mrginia,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Petersburg  and  the 
surrender  of  Richmond. 
Resigning  his  command  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  resumed  the  voca- 
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tion  of  civil  engineer,  which  he  followed  actively  for  a  year  and  which 
led  to  his  appointment,  in  1875,  as  engineer-in-chief  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Tilden.  Meantime  he  had 
stndied  law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Judge  McCue,  was  admitted  to 


the  bar  at  Brooklyn  in  May,  1867,  and  had  successfully  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  law.    He  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  McCue,  Hall  & 
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Ciillcii.  irornaiii/i'd  iilidiii  ISTn  ;is  Hall  iV  ( 'iilli'ii.  w  liicli  imi joyi'd  a  large 
(•i)r|Mii'aliiiii  iMisiiirss.  Ill  IS?-.'  Iir  was  a]i|M>iiilr(|  assislaiit  (Histrict 
attorney,  and  served  the  city  several  years  in  that  otiice.  In  1880,  as 
iioiiiiiiee  of  tlie  Deiiiocratic  ))arty,  lie  was  elected  a  jiisti<'e  oj'  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  the  second  judicial  district  oT  the  State  of  New 
York. 

On  the  liencli  he  attracted  atleiition  liy  his  integrity  and  legal  acii- 
iiieii.  His  coniieciiiin  willi  the  notorious  Dutchess  (!oiiiity  election 
case  is  worthy  of  special  attention.  It  is  alike  coiujiliineiitary  tf)  the 
integrity  of  the  justice  and  to  the  intelligence  and  jiatriotism  of  the 
people  of  the  second  judicial  district,  who,  irrespective  of  party,  has- 
tened to  sup])ort  with  their  franchises  a  judge  whose  honest,  ini])ai"tial 
administration  of  the  law  had  mortally  offended  the  unscrupulous  ele- 
ment in  control  of  his  own  political  party.  No  attempt  can  be  made 
here  to  explain  to  those  who  have  not  the  facts  in  mind  the  many  legal 
complications  in  the  Dutchess  ca.se.  Suffice  it  to  .say  that  the  political 
comple.vionof  the  State  Legislature  for  the  ensuing  year  depended  upon 
the  returns  of  the  1891  election  for  Senator  in  the  hands  of  the  board 
of  canvassers  for  Dutchess  County,  and  that  in  the  partisan  sti'ife  over 
this  issue  two  sets  of  returns  had  come  into  existence  through  the 
action  of  this  board,  one  of  which,  if  accepted  liy  the  State  Board  of 
Canvassers,  would  elect  the  Republican  cjindidate,  while  the  other 
would  elect  his  Democratic  rival.  The  original  ligures,  as  tabulated 
by  the  county  board  (which  was  overwhemingly  Democratic),  favored 
the  Reimblican.  .\n  adjournment  was  had,  however,  and  at  the  next 
meeting,  instead  of  footing  iqi  the  figures  which  it  had  already  officially 
tabulated,  and  sending  the  result  to  the  State  canvassers,  the  board  arbi- 
trarily adopted,  by  resolution  of  a  Democratic  supervisor,  other  figures, 
derived  how  or  whence  no  one  knew.  When  the  county  clerk,  the 
legal  secretary  of  the  board,  who  chanced  to  be  a  Republican,  hesitated 
to  certify  this  fabricated  return,  a  Democratic  secretary,  ^jro  tern.,  was 
appointed  (one  Mylod),  who  signed  and  transmitted  the  false  figures 
to  the  State  Board  of  Canvassers.  Actions  were  at  once  begun  restrain- 
ing the  State  board  from  canvassing  this  return  and  compelling  the 
county  board  to  reconvene  and  correct  its  work.  The  facts  were  so 
notorious  that  Mr.  Justice  Barnard,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  himself  a 
Democrat,  said  in  his  opinion  in  one  of  these  actions :  "  The  State 
board  has  a  return  whicJi  does  not  indicate  the  true  result.  It  is 
proper  that  the  board  should  hold  its  hand  until  the  true  record 
reaches  it." 

Eventually  the  Dutchess  board  reconsidered  its  action  and  issued 
corrected  returns  which  demonstrated  the  election  of  the  Republican 
candidate,  but  meantime  Governor  Hill  had  peremptorily  removed  the 
Republican  county  clerk  of  Dutchess  and  appointed  a  Democrat  (Mr. 
Storm  Emans)  in  his  place.  With  the  co-operation  of  this  appointee 
every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  forwarding  of  the  corrected  returns 
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to  the  State  Board  of  Canvassers.  Orders  requiring  their  transmission 
from  one  judge  were  followed  by  stays  from  another.  In  this  situation 
the  case  was  bi'ought  before  Mr.  Justice  Cullen,  December  19,  1891. 
He  ordered  the  transmission  of  the  corrected  returns  to  Albany,  but 
upon  the  agreement  of  tlie  counsel  on  botli  sides  to  promptly  carry  the 
wliole  case  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  decision  on  its  merits,  he  re- 
strained the  State  Board  of  Canvassers  from  canvassing  either  return 
imtil  a  decision  from  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  their  guidance  should 
be  handed  down  ;  pro^-iding,  however,  in  case  of  unwillingness  of 
counsel  to  bring  the  case  to  a  decision  as  agreed,  or,  as  he  expressed 
it,  "  on  proof  that  said  appeals  are  not  prosecuted  with  due  diligence," 
the  restraint  upon  the  Board  of  Canvassers  might  be  vacated  on  a  day's 
notice.     In  making  this  order,  Mr.  Cullen  declared : 

I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  great  political  question  and  must 
be  decided  by  strict  law.  If  each  party  is  desirous  of  seeing  justice  done,  I  think 
they  will  agree  that  it  ought  to  go  to  the  court  of  last  resort.  Though  this  court  does 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  evading  any  responsibility,  it  suggests  that  the  case  be 
taken  to  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  First  Department  in  New 
York  on  Monday,  where  a  formal  judgment  may  be  taken,  and  that  the  next  day  it 
be  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  condition  being,  however,  that  the  certificate 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  county  clerk  of  Dutchess  be  transmitted  to  Albany,  so  that 
the  State  Board  of  Canvassers,  now  under  a  stay  which  you  do  not  question,  may 
act  at  once  on  whatever  return  the  Court  of  Appeals  may  decide  to  be  valid. 

The  next  important  development  was  of  a  sensational  character. 
Pursuant  to  Mr.  Justice  CuUen's  order  of  December  19th,  the  new 
county  clerk  of  Dutchess,  on  the  evening  of  December  21st,  mailed  at 
Poughkeepsie  copies  of  the  corrected  returns  to  the  governor,  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  comptroller,  respectively,  but  at  three  o'clock  the 
following  morning  set  out  for  Albany,  where  he 

Proceeded  fii'st  to  the  executive  mansion  to  consult  Governor  Hill.  Hill  testified 
that  he  directed  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Isaac  H.  Maynard,  the  deputy  attorney-general, 
for  advice,  which  he  at  once  did,  and  then  with  Maynard  proceeded  to  the  offices  of 
the  three  ofiBcials  to  whom  the  copies  of  the  return  had  been  sent.  At  the  gover- 
nor's office  a  messenger  boy  was  found  in  charge,  who  testifies  that  he  permitted 
them  to  look  over  the  governor's  mail,  take  out  the  letter  containing  the  return, 
and  carry  it  off,  and  that  when  he  subsequently  informed  the  governor  of  what  had 
been  done,  the  latter  told  him  "that  was  all  i-ight."  At  the  office  of  the  comp- 
troller an  office  boy  was  in  charge  who  testifies  that  Mr.  Maynard  came  in  and  told 
him  he  wanted  to  get  a  letter  that  had  been  "misdirected,^''  and  thereupon  went  to 
the  table  on  which  the  mail  had  been  deposited  and  helped  himself.  But  at  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  that  official  himself  was  in,  and  states  under  oath 
that  he  handed  back  to  Mr.  Emans  the  envelope. ' 

Proceedings  were  instituted  to  punish  Clerk  Emans  for  contempt  of 
Justice  CuUen's  order,  it  being  assumed  that  he  had  not,  in  effect,  trans- 
mitted the  returns.     This  view,  had  it  prevailed,  would  have  made 

^  "  Tho  Dutchess  County  Cuee,"  by  John  I.  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie,  1892,  page  19. 
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Eluiiiis  tilt;  sciipt'iioiit  l(ir  tlif  uuilty  State  officials,  wliilt- at  the  same 
time  establisliintj  tlu'  opinion,  wliicli  t!:.'  conspirators  so  fjreatly  de- 
sired, that  till'  cori'cct  rftnrns  liad  n(»t  been,  in  law,  transmitted  to 
tlu'in.  But  y\v.  .Instii'e  Cullen,in  liis  notable  decision  in  the  coiiteinpt 
proceediiiffs,  held  otherwise.  He  denied  the  motion  to  punish  I'oi-  con- 
tempt, on  the  ^n'onnd  that  the  order  of  the  court  reipiirinii;  an  actual 
transmission  of  the  returns  to  the  State  Board  of  Canvassers  had  been 
complied  with,  and  that  any  ci'imiual  o]ierations  by  the  clerk  subse- 
(ph'Htly  in  re- possessing  himself  of  the  returns  must  be  reached  through 
some  action  other  than  contempt  proceeilings.     lie  declared  : 

Though  tlio  dutj'  imposed  on  the  clerk,  both  by  the  statute  and  the  order  of  this 
court,  was  to  transmit,  still  it  is  clear  that  at  some  point  this  duty  of  tlie  clerk 
ceased,  anil  that  tlie  responsibility  for  the  returns  devolved  upon  other  officers.  The 
pei-son  who  was  clerk  miprht  afterward  purloin  the  returns  and  thereby  commit  an 
offense,  but  it  would  not  lie  otKcial  misconduct,  but  pei-sonal  crime,  nor  would  it 
be  a  disobedience  of  the  court's  oi-der.  Such  point  occurred  when  the  returns 
reached  tlir  ollicers  to  whom  by  the  law  and  the  court's  mandate  they  were  directed 

to  Ije  -sent Though  the  enclosures    containing    the   returns   had    not   been 

opened,  no  imposition  was  practiced  upon  any  of  the  officers  as  to  their  contents, 
but  the  officers  were  entirely  aware  of  the  character  of  the  papers  delivered  up. 
There  was,  therefore,  in  law  and  in  fact,  a  complete  transmission  of  tlie  returns  to 
the  olhcers  prescribed  by  statute.  The  retin-ns  were  not  before  the  Board  of  State 
Canvassers,  not  because  of  any  defect  in  the  transmission,  nor  of  a  disobedience  of 
the  order  of  the  court,  but  because  by  the  action  of  the  secretary  of  state,  the  gov- 
ernor, and  the  counsel  (Maynard)  of  the  comptroller,  the  returns  were  taken  from 
the  several  public  offices,  where  they  had  been  properly  received,  and  were  given  to 
Mr.  Emails.' 

Thus,  as  the  eminent  committee  of  the  New  York  City  Bar  Associa- 
tion, citing  Mr.  .lustice  Cullen's  opinion,  justly  remarked: 

The  county  clerk's  transmission  of  the  returns  of  the  21st  was  regular  and  law- 
ful. On  the  morning  of  the  "iSd  they  were  regularly  and  lawfully  in  the  respective 
otKces  of  the  governor,  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  comptroller.  The  secre- 
tary of  state,  under  the  statute,  was  bound  to  procure  the  two  copies  in  the  offices 
of  the  governor  and  comptroller.  And  those  otKcers  had  no  right  in  law  to  deliver 
those  copies  to  any  other  person  than  the  secretary  of  state. 

It  was  this  o]iinion  of  ^fr.  Cnllen,  moreover,  which  that  committee 
refers  to  as  the  occasion  of  their  organization  as  a  committee  to  report 
njion  Mr.  Maynard's  connection  with  the  case,  the  resolution  nnder 
which  they  were  appointed  beginning,  '"  Whereas,  It  appears  from  a 
late  opinion  prononnced  by  a  judge  of  tlie  Snpreme  Court  that  grave 
offenses  may  have  recently  been  committed  in  the  taking  of  an  election 
return  from  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  this  State,"  etc. 

Naturally  enough,  Mr.  Cullen's  straightforward  coiu'se  in  this  case, 
together  with  a  similar  impartiality  in  other  instances  bearing  a  politi- 
cal complexion,"  was  a  cause  of  grave  otfen.se  to  that  stripe  of  politicians 

^  Report  of  Coiniiiittee  of  New  York  City  Bar  As-  ^  Notably  in   liberating   by  habeas    corpus    citizens 

Bociation.  appointed  March  8,  1811:1.  Also  report?  of  who  had  been  summarily  arrested  and  refused  bail  by 
Joint  Legislative  Committees,  Albany,  18113.  the  political  bosses  of  Gravesend,  Long  Island. 
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who  justified  the  fraud  which  had  been  perpetrated  at  Albany.  In  1894 
it  became  apparent  that  this  element  hoped  to  avenge  itself  by  nomi- 
nating a  successor  to  Mr.  Cullen.  But  the  scheme  was  frustrated.  The 
Brooklyn  Bar  Association,  as  a  body  and  irrespective  of  party,  passed 
resolutions  declaring  that,  in  view  of  the  character  and  reasons  for  the 
opposition  to  Mr.  Justice  Cullen,  the  honor  of  the  judiciary  and  the 
bai"  required  his  re-election.  Accordingly,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Republican  convention  of  Kings  County,  September  29, 1894,  and  one 
week  later  (October  6th)  was  nominated  by  both  wings  of  the  Democracy. 
Thus,  as  the  candidate  of  all  parties,  he  was  re-elected  by  an  enormous 
vote  of  confidence. 

In  his  acceptance  of  the  Republican  nomination,  Mr.  Cullen  said : 
"  That  I  am  a  Democrat,  you  all  know.  That  party  faith  may  influence 
a  judge  in  the  decision  of  principles  which  are  the  cardinal  doctrines 
of  his  party,  may  well  be.  N"ay,  I  go  further ;  siicli  should  be  the 
case  ;  otherwise  the  profession  of  political  faith  would  be  mere  politi- 
cal hypocrisy.  But  in  the  application  of  those  rules  of  justice,  honesty, 
and  fairness,  which  people  of  all  parties  hold  alike — aye,  even  in  the 
ai^plication  of  those  principles  which  are  pai-ty  tenets — certainly  the 
judge  should  know  no  distinction  between  man  and  man,  or  party  and 
party,  but  award  according  to  his  light  the  same  justice  to  each." 


lUMMINS,  JOHIS'  (born  in  Steuben  County,  Indiana,  May  13, 
1888),  is  the  eldest  son  of  "William  Cummins  and  Almira 
Clark,  who  were  the  first  white  couple  married  in  that 
county,  the  Indians  at  that  time  not  having  been  removed 
from  that  part  of  the  country.  In  1848,  with  their  children,  they 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  in  1853  from  thence  to  Oregon,  making  the  trip 
across  the  country,  by  means  of  ox  and  horse  teams,  in  six  months 
time.  No  settlements  then  existed  between  the  Missouri  River,  wliich 
they  crossed  near  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  Willamette  Valley,  Oregon, 
along  the  line  traversed  by  them. 

Judge  Cummins  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools, 
supplementing  it  by  pi'ivate  studies.  He  studied  law  under  Honorable 
L.  F.  Grover,  of  Oregon,  at  the  same  time  receiving  instructions  from 
Honorable  R.  P.  Boise,  many  years  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  that  State.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  July  16,  1862,  already 
having  considerable  business  in  the  office  with  Honorable  John  R. 
McBride,  brother  of  the  United  States  Senator  of  that  name. 

In  1862  Judge  Cummins  was  a  member  of  the  Oregon  Legislature. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Idaho,  and  in  1864  became  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory,  being  j)resident  of  the 
Council.  In  186.5  he  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of  internal  revenue 
collector,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  President  Lincoln.     In 
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ISCiCi  111'  was  a])iM)inted  assdciad'  justice  cif  tlic  Siiinvinc  ( 'oiirl  of  Malio, 
and  was  assiniu'd  to  ciiTiiit  duty  in  the  third  judicial  distiict.  He 
lias  iiclii  othei- <iflicial  positions.     lie  prepared  and  iMd)lislied  the  lirst 


volume  (small  edition)  of  the  Idaho  Reports.     In  1868  he  removed  to 
New  York  City,  since  which  time  he  has  enjoyed  a  successful  practice. 
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URIE,  CHARLES  (born  at  Audincourt,  Department  du 
Duobs,  France),  is  the  son  of  Frederick  Curie  and  Dorethe 
Maliena  Diemer.  He  accompanied  liis  parents  to  the  United 
States  at  an  early  age,  and  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  and  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Com- 
mercial College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  studied  law  with  Thomas 
J).  Hoxsey,  of  Paterson,  and  in  tlie  office  of  Hawkins,  Barnet  &  Pannes, 
of  New  York  City,  also  attending  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  fi-om  which  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  in  May  of  the  same 
year,  and  at  once  began  practice  in  New  York  City,  where  he  has  since 
continued.  The  most  noticeable  featiire  of  his  practice  has  been  the 
tariff  cases,  he  having  appeared  as  counsel  in  all  the  principal  litiga- 
tions of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Curie  saw  active  service  during  the  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  known  as  the  Hawkins 
Zouaves,  and  was  engaged  at  Hatteras,  in  August,  1861 ;  at  Roanoke 
Island,  February  8,  1862  ;  at  Camden,  North  Carolina,  April  19,  1862  ; 
at  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862  ;  at  Antietam,  September  17, 
1862,  and  in  the  Washington,  Virginia,  and  Maryland  campaign  in 
July,  1863  ;  the  campaign  against  Forest  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
Mississippi,  in  the  fall  of  1863  ;  Sherman's  raid  to  Meridian  in  February, 
1864,  and  the  Red  River  expedition  in  the  spring  of  1865.  He  also 
participated  in  the  Missouri  campaign  from  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Kansas  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  was  engaged  in  many  battles  in  the  East 
and  West.  On  account  of  disability,  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty,  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service  with  the  rank  of  captain  of  the  Second 
Battalion,  Hawkins  Zouaves  (One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers).  It  was  after  his  return  from  the  war  that  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  law. 

Mr.  Curie  resides  in  Brooklyn  during  the  winter,  and  at  Idlewild, 
Cornwall-on-Hudson,  in  the  summer. 


URTIS,  GEORGE  MILTON  (born  at  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts, June  20,  1843),  is  descended  from  distinguished  ances- 
try in  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  He  was  educated 
at  the  High  School  of  his  native  city  and  at  the  Worcester 
Academy.  The  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  while  he  was  prepar- 
ing for  college,  and  he  abandoned  his  studies  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
army. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Massachusetts  Rifles 
under  Major  (afterwards  General)  Charles  Devens.  He  remained  in 
service  beyond  the  period  of  his  enlistment  in  order  to  participate  in  a 
great  battle  then  expected.  Returning  to  private  life,  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  study  of  the  law  under  Honorable  John  W.  Ashmead, 
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:iii(l  iiiade  such  progress  that  he  was  adinittecl  to  the  bar  in  New  York 
City  (liiriiifj;  Ihe  November  term,  1804.  lie  at  onre  cTipiiied  in  active 
pi'acticc  in  tliis  city,  wlicre  he  lias  I'cmaincd  since.  .Indue  Ciiilis  has 
tried  cases  in   liie  \ai'i(ms  New  Wh'Iv  courts  iii\(il\inu' evict  ion,  iiikIih; 


influence,  testamentary  capacity,  the  law  of  corporations,  and,  in 
short,  almost  every  conceivable  issue  which  can  be  argued  in  a  court 
of  law.    His  reputation  in  connection  with  will  proceedings  is  espec- 
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ially  notable.  He  broke  the  wills  in  the  John  Anderson,  Maltby  G. 
Lane,  and  other  important  cases.  In  1885  he  defended  Riddle,  presi- 
dent of  the  Penn  Bank  of  Pittsburgh  and  acquitted  him  ;  and  in  1879 
defended  Buford  for  the  murder  of  Chief  Justice  Elliott  in  Kentucky, 
saving  his  client's  life. 

He  was  the  counsel  of  Commissioner  John  C.  Sheehan  charged  with 
contempt  of  the  Lexow  Committee.  He  was  also  counsel  for  Lee  Yuen, 
the  Chinese  immigrant  proceeded  against  under  virtue  of  the  Chinese 
exclusion  laws.  He  has  defended  the  accused  in  forty-nine  murder 
cases  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  Only  one  of  his  clients 
ever  suffered  capital  conviction.  He  secured  absolute  acqnittal  in 
thirty -three  cases. 

Judge  Curtis  was  appointed  assistant  corporation  attorney  of  New 
York  City  in  1865,  one  year  after  his  admission  to  the  bar.  He  served 
two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly  (1864-1866),  and  distin- 
guished himself  upon  the  bench,  from  1868  to  1874,  as  judge  of  the 
Marine  (now  City)  Court.  He  has  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  both 
in  the  capacity  of  writer  and  editor,  and  has  appeared  freqiiently  as 
an  author  in  medical,  legal,  and  literary  magazines  and  journals.  He 
is  a  member  of  Lafayette  Post  140,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
of  various  clubs  and  societies. 


URTIS,  WILLIAM  JOHN"  (born  in  Brunswick.  Maine, 
August  28,  1854),  is  the  son  of  Captain  John  and  Letitia 
A.  Curtis,  his  father  having  been  a  sea  captain.  He  received 
his  eai'ly  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Brunswick,  and 
was  graduated  from  Bowdoin  College  in  1875.  He  first  studied  law  in 
the  ofiices  of  Wilson  &  Woodard,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  and  coming  to 
New  York  City,  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
attended  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  taking  the  full  course  in 
one  year. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Penobscot  County,  Maine,  in  April, 
1878,  and  to  the  New  York  bar  in  May,  1889.  He  has  practiced  law 
continuously  in  New  York  City  since  the  date  last  mentioned.  With 
the  exception  of  one  year,  during  which  he  was  in  partnership  with 
W.  Z.  Larned,  under  the  firm  name  of  Larned  &  Curtis,  he  has  been 
connected  since  1882  Avitli  the  firm  of  Sullivan  &  Cromwell,  first  as 
clerk,  and  later  as  a  partner. 
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lAI.Y.  (IIAHLES  PATRICK  (Ixun  in  New  V,,ik  City, 
OclolxM'  :il,  ISKl),  is  descciidcd  IVoin  tlic  niii-iciil  liisli  riiiiiily 
of  U'J);ily,  of  County  (iiilwiiy,  his  ])iU(Mits  liavinii'  cmignitt'd 
to  New  York  frojii  tlir  North  of  Ircliind  in  1S14.  He  was 
educated  at  a  private  school,  and,  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
by  his  fatlier's  deatii,  obtained  employment  as  a  clerk  at  Savannah, 
Georgia,  and  a  little  later  sliipi)ed  befoi'e  the  mast.  Three  years  of  a 
sailor's  life  sufJicino-  him.  ]\f  returned  to  New  York  City  and  appren- 
ticed himself  to  the  trade  of  stationery  manufacture.  At  the  same 
time  he  pursued  his  studies  and  joined  a  dcbatinii'  society.  His  abil- 
ities in  debate  attracted  ilu'  ald'Htion  of  W'illiani  Soulr,  wiio  persuaded 
him  to  enter  his  law  office.  After  tiiree  and  a  half  years  of  legal  study 
he  was  admitted  to  tiie  bar,  the  ruh'  of  that  day  requiring  seven  years 
of  preparation  being  suspended  (nv  the  occasion. 

Judge  T)aly  formed  a  i)artnership  with  Thomas  IMcElrath  ('who  with 
Greeley  founded  tiie  New  York  Tribxiic),  and  entered  upon  a  succes.s- 
ful  practice.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1843,  refused 
a  nomination  foi'  Congress,  and  in  184-1  was  appointed  ))y  Governor 
Eoiick  to  succeed  .ludge  Ingiis  on  the  bench  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas.  The  Constitution  of  1846  making  the  judges  elective,  he  was 
continued  u]ion  the  bench  by  jiopular  vote,  and  successively  re-elected 
until  his  enforced  retirement,  December  3o,  188,5,  having  reached  the 
constitutional  limit  of  seventy  years  of  age.  His  term  of  continuous 
service  for  forty-two  years  upon  the  same  bench  is  perhaps  only  par- 
alleled in  the  history  of  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States  in  the  case 
of  Judge  William  Cranch,  of  Washington.' 

In  1857  he  succeeded  Honorable  Daniel  P.  Ingraham  as  "Chief 
Judge  "  of  the  court,  this  title  of  the  presiding  justice  being  changed 
to  "Chief  Justice"  in  1871. 

A  meeting  of  the  bar  of  New  York  City  was  held,  December  30,  1885, 
in  testimonial  to  Ciiief  Justice  Daly,  ujiou  his  retirement,  ex-President 
Arthur,  David  Dudley  Pield,  William  Allen  J?utler.  Honorable  Richard 
O'Gorman,  and  Honorable  Richard  L.  Larremore  making  addresses,  to 
which  Mr.  Daly  responded.  The  gavel  which  he  had  so  long  wielded, 
encased  in  gold,  was  presented  to  him.  Ten  years  later,  December  30, 
1895,  Judge  Daly  was  himself  a  chief  participant  in  the  meeting  of  the 
bar  to  commemorate  the  dissolution  of  the  historic  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  under  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  of  1894,  consolidating  the 
Superior  courts  of  cities  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  He 
delivered  an  address,  giving  an  historical  account  of  the  court.  From 
William  Allen  Butler's  address,  upon  the  retirement  of  Jutlge  Daly, 
the  following  is  extracted : 

To  liave  served  as  associate  judge,  first  judge,  and  eliief  justice  of  the  Court 
of  Commou  Pleas  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  is  to  have  lield  a  foremost 

1  Judire  Cnindi  gervod  the  extrflonliiiary  term  of  lifty-folir  yeiirs  on  the  bunch  of  the  ciicuit  court  of  the 
District  of  (.'olnnibia,  imtl  for  a  half  century  was  presidinj;  justice. 
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place  as  a  judicial  officer  in  the  commercial  centre  of  the  nation,  during  the  most 
eventful  period  in  the  history  of  our  jui'isprudence ;  a  period  marked  by  progress 
and  reform;  by  the  simplification  of  the  methods  of  procedure;  by  the  application 
of  the  principles  of  justice  to  all  the  new  and  unprecedented  activities  of  the  age; 
by  the  enlargement  of  the  field  of  judicial  cognizance  and  research  through  the  aid 
of  science  and  the  inexhaustible  energies  of  commerce;  by  the  investiture  of  the 
courts  of  common  law  with  the  benignant  powers  of  equitable   jurisdiction;  and 

by  the  unexampled  advance  of  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man 

Very  near  to  the  people  in  its  original  and  its  appellate  jurisdiction,  this  com-t 
has  commanded  the  respect  of  the  bench  and  the  bar,  by  the  character  of  its  judges, 
and  the  weight  of  their  decisions,  a  respect  largely  due,  as  many  of  us  can  testify, 
to  the  personal  probity,  the  undeviating  courtesy,  the  ability,  the  industry,  and 
painstaking  of  the  learned  and  accomplished  jurist  who  for  more  than  twoscore 
years  has  aided  in  its  administration  of  justice,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  been  its  presiding  judge.  Standing  thus  as  a  representative  of  the  past  as 
well  as  the  present  judicial  system,  we  may  well  point  to  the  chief  justice  as  an 
example  of  the  best  working  of  both ;  and  as  illustrating,  in  his  person  and  career, 
the  excellence  of  the  judges  we  had  when  judges  were  appointed,  and  the  excel- 
lence of  the  judges  we  have  had  since  judges  became  elective;  while  his  protracted 
term  certainly  vindicates  the  wisdom  of  the  popular  suffrage  by  which  his  long 
continuance  in  office  has  been  secured. 

In  1860  Judge  Dalj^  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from 
Columbia  College.  He  has  delivered  numerous  addresses  on  public 
occasions  and  before  learned  bodies,  has  lectured  at  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege Law  School,  and  for  manj'  years  been  president  of  the  American 
Geographical  Society.  Many  of  his  decisions  appear  in  the  "  Reports 
of  cases  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  City  and  County  of  New  York  " 
(New  York,  1868-87),  compiled  under  his  supervision.  His  published 
works  include  :  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Judicial  Tribunals  of  New 
York,  from  1623  to  1846 "  (New  York,  1855) :  "  History  of  Natural- 
ization and  its  Laws  in  Different  Countries  "  (1860)  ;•"  Are  the  Southern 
Privateersmen  Pirates  ?  "  (1862) ;  "  Origin  and  History  of  Institutions 
for  the  Promotion  of  Useful  Arts  by  Industrial  Exhibitions  "  (Albany, 
1864);  "When  was  the  Drama  Introduced  in  America?"  (1864); 
"First  Settlement  of  Jews  in  North  America"  (1878) ;  "  The  Jews  of 
New  York";  "What  we  know  of  Maps  and  Map-making  before  the 
Time  of  Mercator"  (1879);  "The  Ancient  Feudal  and  the  Modern 
Banking  System  Compared  "  ;  "  History  of  the  Surrogate's  Court  of 
New  York "  ;  "  Barratry :  Its  Origin,  History,  and  Meaning  in  the 
Maritime  Law "  ;  "  History  of  Physical  Geography "  ;  "  Have  we  a 
Portrait  of  Columbus  % "  "  Is  the  Monroe  Doctrine  Involved  in  the 
Controversy  Between  Venezuela  and  Great  Britain  \ "  "  Wants  of  a 
Botanical  Garden  in  New  York";  "  Biographical  Sketch  of  Gulian 
C.  Verplanck";  "Sketch  of  Henry  Peters  Gray,  the  Artist";  "Bio- 
graphical Sketch  of  Charles  O'Conor." 
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AI>V,  .lOSKIMI  FRANCIS  (born  in  Plyiiioulli,  Noitli  Oaro- 
liiKi,  Dt'ct'inbcr  ',i,  1840),  is  tiie  son  of  ('aptiiin  Denis  Daly,  of 
Linicriclv,  Ireland,  who  while  a  yontli  I'cceived  an  appoint- 
nieiit  as  jjurser's  clerk  in  the  l^ritisli  navy,  afterward  built 
and  sailed  his  own  vessel  in  the  merchant  service,  and  finally  settled 
in  North  Carolina  as  wharfinger,  ship-owner,  and  merchant.  His  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  New  York,  .Inly  151,  1834,  was  Elizabeth  'i'herese 
(born  March  !),  181"i,  in  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica),  daugliter  of  Lieutenant 
John  DiifTi'v.  (if  flic  Biitish  service,  and  Margaret  Moriarty,  of  Tralee. 

.hidgv  Duly  has  i'('si(h'(l  in  the  city  of  New  York  since  184!).  He 
began  I  he  siiidy  nf  the  l;i\v  wilii  S.  Weir  and  Robert  B.  Roosevelt,  and 
was  ailrnilli'd  to  tiie  l)ar  in  May,  18(i^.  From  that  time  until  his  eleva- 
tion to  till'  bench,  in  Alay,  1870,  he  was  actively  engaged  in  ])ractice. 
Among  ins  ]irominent  and  interesting  cases  were  the  prosecutions  of 
])ublic  (illicials  licfoie  the  governor  in  18Gn';  injunctions  against 
waste  by  numicipal  ollicers  in  Hecker  vs.  the  Mayor,  in  January,  186.1, 
the  lirst  action  of  the  kind'';  trials  of  public  officials,  investigations  of 
local  de])ai'tm('nts,  and  a  suit  involving  the  constitutionality  of  legisla- 
tive appropriation  of  private  wharf  property  for  a  canal  district  with- 
out compensation  to  owners  (Roosevelt  vs.  Godard).' 

Together  with  Hamilton  AV.  Robinson,  Charles  H.  Van  Brunt,  and 
Richard  L.  Larreniore,  Judge  Daly  was  elected  to  tlie  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  May  17,  1870,  taking  office  July  1  of  the  same  year.  He 
has  served  as  judge  continuously  since  that  time,  having  been  re-elected 
with  Judge  Larremore  and  Henry  Wilder  Allen  in  November,  1884. 
In  October,  18'J0,  he  was  chosen  chief  judge,  and  under  the  amended 
constitution  of  1894  was  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Court,  January  1, 
1896. 

Mr.  Justice  Daly  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  editorial,  critical,  and 
miscellaneous  writing,  besides  his  judicial  opinions,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  Daly's,  Abbott's,  Howard's,  and  the  Miscellaneous  Reports, 
the  State  liiporter,  and  the  New  York  Si/ppleme/it.  He  was  married 
to  Emma  Robinson  Barker,  step-daughter  of  Judge  Hamilton  W.  Rob- 
inson, November  19,  1873.  She  died  in  1886,  leaving  three  children. 
He  was  married  June  18, 1890,  to  Mary  Louise,  daughter  of  Edgar  M. 
Smith.  Judge  Daly  was  one  of  the  founders  and  incorporators  of  the 
Players'  Club,  together  with  Edwin  Booth,  Augustin  Daly,  his  brotlier, 
Lawrence  Barrett,  and  others.  He  is  president  of  the  Catholic  Club, 
and  a  member  of  the  Geographical  Society,  the  New  York  Law  Insti- 
tute, the  Southern  Society,  the  Democratic  Club,  the  Friendly  Sons  of 
St.  Patrick,  tlie  American  Authors'  Guild,  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Asylum,  the  advisory  board  of  St.  Vincent's  Hos- 
pital, and  other  societies.  The  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred 
upon  him  in  1883  by  St.  John's  College,  Fordham,  New  York. 

'  19  Abbott's  Practice  Reports  370.  -  18  Ibid.  369.  3  5d  Barbour's  lieports  534. 
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AVIES,  JULIEN"  TAPPAN  (born  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1845),  represents  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of 
New  York  families.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Henry  E.  Davies  of  this  city  ;  nephew  of  Professor  Charles 
Davies,  the  mathematician  and  author ;  nephew  of  Major-General 
Thomas  Alfi'ed  Davies,  and  brother  of  Major-General  Henry  Eugene 
Davies.  His  grandfather,  Honorable  Thomas  John  Davies,  was  judge 
of  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York.  He  is  also  lineally  descended 
from  the  famous  colonial  jurist.  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Sewell,  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the  Davies  family,  John 
Davies,  came  to  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  in  1735.  He  brought  with  him 
considerable  wealth,  acquired  large  landed  interests,  and  was  influen- 
tial in  the  colony.  He  was  descended  from  Robert  Davies,  of  Gwysany 
Castle,  in  the  parish  of  Mold,  Flintshire,  England  (born  1606),  who  was 
high  sheriff  of  Flintshire,  knight  of  the  royal  oak,  and  derived  un- 
broken descent  from  the  famous  Cymric  Efell,  lord  of  Eylwys  Eyle, 
who  lived  1200  a.d.,  and  was  seventh  in  descent  from  Rodic  Maur. 

Julien  Tappan  Davies  was  educated  at  the  Washington  Collegiate 
Institute,  of  this  city,  and  the  Walnut  Hill  School,  of  Geneva,  New 
York  :  was  graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1866  ;  studied  law  in 
the  office  of  Alexander  W.  Bradford,  of  New  York  City  ;  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  November  6,  1867 ' ;  and  in  1868  graduated  from  the 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  the  same  year  taking  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts  from  Columbia  College.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
Mr.  Davies  has  practiced  in  New  York  City,  acquiring  a  distinguished 
reputation  at  the  bar  and  enjoying  high  social  position  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  Davies  has  not  confined  himself  to  any  particular  branch  of  the 
law,  but  has  devoted  himself  in  turn  to  several.  At  the  commencement 
of  his  professional  career,  for  about  seven  years,  he  devoted  himself 
almost  exclusively  to  conveyancing,  and  laid  the  foundation  then  for 
his  subsequent  success  as  a  draughtsman  of  railroad  and  other  compli- 
cated mortgages.  From  the  commencement  of  his  legal  studies  he  has 
also  had  close  professional  relations  with  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  of  which- he  has  been  a  trustee  since  1882,  succeeding  his 
father  in  that  position.  During  this  time  he  has  been  connected  with 
much  life  insurance  litigation,  in  which  the  soundness  of  his  judgment 
and  the  thoroughness  of  his  research  have  added  not  a  little  to  his 
reputation.  This  was  particularly  true  in  the  settlement  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  of  the  question  of  the  company's  liability  to  its 

'  His  admission  to  the  bar  prior  to  graduation  from  son,  and  Mr.  Davies.  Tliis  event  compelled  Mr.  Davies  to 

the  Law  School  was  due  to  the  responsibility  which  apply  at  once  for  admission  lo  the  bar.  He  was  admitted 

Mr.  Bradford  devolved  upon  him.    He  had  entered  the  November  6,  1867,  and  at  once  formed  a  partnership 

latter's  office  before  graduation  from  Columbia  College,  with  Mr.  Harrison.    Though  coming  thus  into  a  large 

and  continued  as  his  clerk  while  attending  the  Law  practice,  he  continued  his  studies  at  the  Law  School 

School.    Mr.  Bradford,  at  his  death,  in  the  fall  of  1867,  until  his  graduation,  as  stated. 
left  his  bueiness  by  will  to  his  partner,  Mr.  R.  M.  Harri- 


/ 
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Soiitlifin  pdlicy  lioliltTs,  iiiid  ;ils()  in  I  Ik;  disposil  idii  <A  llic  question  of 
the  ;issi,nii:il)ilily  ol'  endow  iiiciit  iKilicics  in  (lie  courts  of  tliis  Stiitc. 
During-  Inlcr  ycais  lu'  lias  .sIikIIimI  more  iniiliculaily  questious  relating 
to  assessniciil  and  taxation,  and  liis  arg-uments  and  briefs  on  these 
subjects  slniw  indefatigable  industry  and  thorou.nJmess. 

Mr.  Davies  repre.sented  the  banks  of  xs'ew  York  City  in  I  lie  Clearing- 
House  tax  cases  of  1881  ;  and  as  general  counsel  of  the  Manhattan 
Elevated  Uailway  ('ompany  has  had  cliai-ge  of  its  famous  land  damage 
and  tax  litigations  since  1884.  In  J88(i  and  1888  he  rendered  notable 
service  to  the  State  in  ])reiiaring  a  compilation  of  the  tax  and  assess- 
ment laws  :ii  llie  recpiesl  of  t he  New  York  Senate.  While  eschewing 
])olitical  jirefernient,  he  has  been  active  in  municipal  alfairs,  and  in 
I8!)()  was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Muiiicii)al  League. 

Ml'.  Davies  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Twenty-second  Regiment 
from  18(i:!  to  ISOC),  and  saw  active  service  in  the  summer  of  ISiJ'.i,  par- 
ticiiiating  in  the  skirnush  of  Sporting  Hill  and  the  bombardment  of 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

Beyond  liis  legal  pie-eminence.  jNfr.  Davies  is  a  gentleman  of  ttie 
iiighest  cultivation  and  of  striking  presence,  well  eipiipped  to  di.scharge 
with  distinction  the  social  duties  connected  with  his  position  in  the 
society  of  \e\v  York  and  Xe\v]]ort. 


AVIS,  KDWTN  GEOKOE  (born  at  Green  port,  Long  Island, 
March  11),  1842),  is  the  son  of  Salem  li.  Davis  and  Sarah  A. 
Parks.  Mis  father  was  boi'n  at  Baiting  Hollow,  Long  Island, 
and  held  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  police  jus- 
tice at  Greeni)ort  for  se\eral  years.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  Chat- 
ham, Kent  County,  l^jUgland.  Mr.  Davis  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Green jxtit  and  al  tlu^  University  Law  School  of  New  York 
City. 

In  .lanuary,  ISCc*,  he  acconijianied  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  New 
York  N'olunteers  into  \'irginia  as  sergeant  of  Company  D,  and  was 
promoted  to  sergeant-major  and  subsequently  to  the  command  of  a 
company.  He  particii)ated  in  the  battles  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Autietam,  Chancellorsville,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Ringgold,  and  others. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn  in  18('i;5,  and  since  that  time 
has  practiced  in  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn.  He  luis  been  engaged 
in  various  im]>ortanr  and  interesting  cases,  among  which  was  that  of 
Ehvood  r.v.  Gardinei'  1^44  N.  Y'.,  referred  to  in  Abb.  Pr.  R.  N.  S.),  which 
settled  the  jiiactice  concerning  the  right  to  issue  an  execution  against 
a  person  in  certain  ciicumstauces.  He  defended  Rogers  in  the  Rings 
County  Oyer  and  Terminer  Couit  chargetl  with  the  murder  of  Police- 
man Donahue,  and  also  successfully  defended  .John  II.  Preston  in  the 
Kings  County  Sessions  for  shooting  the  alleged  paramour  of  his  wife. 
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Mr.  Davis  was  connected  with  the  cases  of  Flores  vs.  the  Scotia,  in 
admiralty,  which  finally  settled  for  this  district  the  right  of  a  stevedore 
to  a  maritime  lien,  and  likewise  with  the  case  of  Nelson  vs.  ManTianset, 
where  the  ship  was  held  liable  to  a  sailor  who  sustained  personal  injury 
by£i'eason  of  his  employer's  failure  to  light  up  the  spot  where  he  was 


EDWIN   GEORGE   DAVIS. 


working.  This  decision  was  upheld  by  the  United  States  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  and  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  Davis  was 
also  one  of  the  counsel  in  the  Hancock  will  case,  and  maintained  a 
unique  position,  which  was  sustained  by  the  General  Term  in  the 
second  department  and  by  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
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AVIS,  NOAH  (])oiii  in  lliivrrhill.  New  llaiiijishire,  Septeml)*'!' 
10,  lsl>i),  riM'civt'd  liis  early  education  in  tlic  pnlilic  schools 
of  Alliion,  New  York,  wliitlier  his  paii-nts  had  icinoved  in 
\s-2:>,  and  at  a  scniinai-y  in  Lima.  Studying'  law,  he  was 
admit  led  to  1  iir  \k\v  in  IS  1 1.  and  Ix'u-an  jiractice  in  the  village  of  Gaines 
and  later  in  Huiraio.  In  KS4t  he  retmned  to  Alliion,  i'ornnng  a  ]iait- 
nership  with  Honorable  Sani'ord  E.  Church,  which  continued  for  four- 
teen years.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  in  March,  1857,  Mr.  Davis  was 
apitointed  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was  subsequently 
elected  to  succeed  himself. 

In  November,  IStiS,  however,  he  resigned  from  the  bench  to  accept 
the  seat  in  Congress  to  which  he  had  been  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  After  serving  from  March  4,  IStiO,  to  July  20.  1870,  he  resigned 
from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  to  accept  an  appointment  by  Presi- 
dent Grant  as  United  States  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York.  This  office  he  also  resigned,  December  31,  1872,  having  been 
elected  a  justice  of  the  Supr(>nie  Court  of  New  York  for  the  first 
judicial  district.  He  served  with  distinction  upon  the  bench  in  New 
York  City  until  his  retirement  at  the  end  of  his  term,  in  January, 
18S7,  at  which  time  a  committee  of  niend)ers  of  the  New  Y'ork  bar 
presented  a  portrait  of  him  by  Daniel  Huntington  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  Judge  Davis  said  at  the  time :  "  It  is  my  nature  to  form  strong 
convictions,  and  sometimes  I  express  them  too  stronglj',  but  neither 
by  speech  nor  silence  have  I  ever  designed  to  injure  any  suitor  or  his 
counsel.  In  searching  the  record  of  my  judicial  life  I  can  find  no 
entry  that  I  ever  decided  any  cause  or  matter  contrary  to  my  then 
convictions  of  right." 

Two  interesting  trials  before  Judge  Davis  were  those  of  Edward 
Stokes  for  the  murder  of  Fisk,  and  William  M.  Tweed,  indicted  on 
twelve  counts  for  malfeasance  in  office.  The  penalty  for  Tweed's 
offense  was  inii)risonment  for  a  year,  but  in  order  to  punish  him  more 
severely  .Judge  Davis  made  the  sentence  cumulative,  inflicting  the  full 
penalty  of  a  year's  imprisonment  for  each  of  the  twelve  counts  of  the 
indictment.  In  the  Court  of  Appeals,  two  years  later,  this  cumulative 
sentence  was  set  aside  as  contary  to  law.  Judge  Davis  and  Charles 
O' Conor  (who  had  prosecuted  Tweed)  thereupon  indulged  in  severe 
strictures  upon  the  justices  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  much  feeling 
was  exhibited. 

In  1874  Judge  Davis  became  presiding  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  first  judicial  district,  holding  the  position  until  his  retirement 
from  the  l)ench. 
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AVISOS,   GEORGE  WILLETS   (born  in  Rockville  Centre, 
Qneens  County,  New  York,  March  25,  1872),  is  the  son  of 
Robert  A.  Davison,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Brooklyn,  and 
Emeline  Sealey.    He  was  educated  at  the  Brooklyn  High 
School,  at  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  at 
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Wesleyan  I  iii versify,  Micldletown,  Connecticut,  being  ^iiulii.ited  from 
the  latter  in  ISD'i  with  liii;li  honors,  during  each  yeai'  in  college  taking 
tlie  Seney  ycholaiship,  awarded  for  yearly  standing  in  class.  Entering 
the  New  York  University  Law  School,  he  was  graduated  in  1894, 
taking  during  the  cours(>  the  "Faculty  Scholarship,"  awarded  for 
thoronghness  and  excellence  in  the  course.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Brooklyn  bar  in  February,  1894. 

During  his  Law  School  course  he  also  studied  in  the  office  of  Davies, 
Stone  iK-  Auerbach.  of  New  York  City,  remaining  there  until  July, 
18!)."i.  Ill'  has  since  jiracticed  in  partnership  with  A.  N.  Weller, 
surrogate  of  <^)iieeiis  County,  in  Queens  County  and  Brooklyn,  and 
with  him  enjoys  an  exiensive  practice  in  litigated  cases  and  real  estate 
law.     He  is  a  memlier  of  the  Queens  Ctuintv  Bar  Association. 


AYTOX.  CilAULES  WlLLUL'CllB Y  ^buru  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York.  October  3,  1846),  is  the  son  of  Abraham  Child 
Dayton  and  .\raria  A.  Tomlinson,  whose  families  were  promi- 
nenr  in  early  colonial  and  Revolutionary  days.  His  grand- 
I'atlier,  Charles  Willuughby  Dayton,  a  native  of  Stratford,  Connecticut, 
became  a  leading  New  York  merchant,  and  his  paternal  grandmother 
was  a  daughter  of  Francis  Child,  a  gentlenuin  of  Huguenot  extraction. 
llis  father  Avas  born  in  New  Y'ork  City  and  educated  in  Europe,  and 
was  the  author  of '•  Last  Days  of  Knickerbocker  Life  in  New  Y'ork." 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Doctor  David  Tomlinson  and  Cornelia 
Adams,  both  of  Connecticut.  Doctor  Tomlinson  was  distinguished  in 
his  jirofession,  and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  New  York  Legis- 
lature. His  wife  was  a  granddaughter  of  Andrew  Adams,  colonel  in 
the  Continental  army,  speaker  of  Congress  in  1779-81),  and  chief 
justice  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

jMr.  Dayton  has  resided  in  New  Y'ork  City  since  his  infancy.  He 
attended  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  Y^ork  and  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  From  his  youth  an 
ardent  Demociat,  he  early  developed  a  predilection  for  politics. 

In  the  presidential  campaign  of  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  took 
the  stump  for  General  George  B.  McClellan.  He  was  a  mendier  of  the 
Assembly  in  1881,  serving  upon  the  judiciary  committee.  In  1882  he 
organized  the  Harlem  Democratic  Club,  was  secretary  of  the  Citizens' 
reform  movement  which  gave  Allen  Campbell  78,000  votes  for  mayor 
after  a  campaign  of  only  ten  days,  and  in  1881,  1882,  and  1883  (and 
again  in  1892)  was  a  delegate  to  Democratic  State  conventions.  In 
1884  he  was  elected  a  member  and  chosen  secretary  of  the  Electoral 
College  of  the  State  of  New  Y^ork  and  voted  for  Cleveland  and  Hen- 
dricks. In  1888  he  delivered  a  speech  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  which  was 
printed  by  the  national  Democratic  committee  as  a  campaign  docu- 
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ment.  In  1893  lie  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  during  that  year  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  New  York  City  by  President  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Dayton  has  introduced  many  improvements  in  the  postal  service 
of  New  York  City,  including  the  opening  of  new  branch  offices  and  the 
operation  of  novel  post-office  cars  on  the  street  railways.  An  interest- 
ing case  was  his  ejection  of  John  I.  Davenport,  supervisor  of  elections 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  from  the  rooms  occupied  by 
him  in  the  post-office  building.  This  building  is  used  in  part  for  court 
purposes,  and  as  a  government  building  is  in  the  custody  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  From  this  official  Mr.  Dayton  obtained  an  order 
for  the  evacuation  of  Mr.  Davenport's  rooms,  and  with  this  authoriza- 
tion took  and  held  possession  of  the  rooms  by  superior  force  and 
strategy.  By  this  coup  d'6tat  Mr.  Davenport  was  forced  to  become 
complainant  in  the  United  States  Circiiit  Court.  Mr.  Dayton  was  his 
own  lawyer,  appearing  in  the  case  at  the  same  time  as  custodian,  post- 
master, and  attorney  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Judge  E. 
Henry  Lacombe's  decision  sustained  every  point  set  forth  in  his  brief. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  City  and  State  Bar  associations, 
the  Harlem  Democratic,  Sagamore,  Manhattan,  and  Players'  clubs,  the 
Downtown  Association,  and  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  In  1871  he 
married  Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Doctor  John  B.  Newman  and  Rebecca 
Sanford,  and  has  three  children. 


E  GROVE,  EDWARD  RITZEMA  (born  in  New  York  City, 
May  5,  1848),  is  the  son  of  Edward  W.  De  Grove  and  Hester 
Strachan,  both  descendants  of  families  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  New  York  City.  His  grandfather,  Adolphus 
De  Grove,  was  the  son  of  Peter  Adolphus  De  Grove  who  lived  in 
Franklin  Square.  His  maternal  grandfather,  David  Ritzema  Strachan, 
was  a  descendant  of  Johannes  Ritzema  who  preached  in  Dutch  in  the 
old  Dutch  church  in  Nassau  Street  (afterward  used  as  the  Post-Office, 
and  now  the  site  of  the  Mutual  Life  Building). 

Mr.  De  Grove  prepared  for  college  at  General  Russell's  school  in 
New  Haven,  and  at  AYoodbury,  Connecticut,  and  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1869,  later  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He 
commenced  his  legal  studies  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  in  the  office 
of  Norwood  &  Coggeshall,  also  attending  Columbia  College  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871,  having  previously,  in 
November,  1870,  been  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar. 

Shortly  after  graduating  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  H.  &  S.  Riker  as 
clerk,  and  was  subsequently  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr.  Samuel  Riker 
retiring  in  1893  (Mr.  John  H.  Riker  having  previously  retired),  the  firm 
was  reorganized  as  De  Grove  &  Riker,  Mr.  De  Grove's  partner  being  Mr. 
Samuel  Riker,  Junior.    Tlie  bulk  of  the  firm's  business  is  conveyancing 
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and  settlement  of  estates,  in  many  of  wliicli  lar,a;e  amounts  of  money 
liavc  1h«oti  involved.     In  one  of  llie  more  important  oases  i^fi'.  l)e  fJrove 


was  the  attorney  for  the  executors  of  Sarah  Burr,  whose  will,  leavin.a: 
$3,0()(),000  to  charity,  was  contested.  The  will  was  in  all  respects 
sustained. 
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E  LAlSrCEY,  EDWAED  FLOYD  (born  in  Mamaroneck, 
Westcliestei-  County,  New  York,  October  23,  1821),  is  tlie 
son  of  Bishop  William  Heatlicote  De  Lancey  and  Frances, 
daughter  of  Peter  Jay  Munro,  and  is  fifth  in  descent  from 
the  original  Etienne  (Stephen)  De  Lancey,  and  fourth  from  Chief 
Justice  James  De  Lancey.  He  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  at  Hobart  College,  being  graduated  from  the  latter 
in  1843.  He  studied  law,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Law  School  in 
1815,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  city  in  December,  1846. 

Mr.  De  Lancey  has  practiced  law  in  this  city  more  or  less  continii- 
ously  since  his  admission  to  the  bar,  but  is  perhaps  still  better  known 
as  an  author.  He  has  been  an  extensive  traveler  in  British  America, 
Europe,  Egypt,  and  Asia  Minor.  He  has  been  a  student  of  American 
history,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  various  historical 
societies,  and  has  published  a  number  of  works  in  this  department  of 
research.  He  was  president  of  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Bio- 
graphical Society  from  1873  to  1877,  of  the  Westchester  County  His- 
torical Society  from  1874  to  1879,  and  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  Society  in 
1880  and  1881,  and  since  1879  has  been  domestic  corresponding  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

He  edited  Jones'  "  History  of  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary 
War"  (New  York,  1879),  and  the  "  Secret  Correspondence  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,"  appearing  in  a  series  of  articles  in  the  Magazine  of  American 
History  from  October,  1883,  to  August,  1884.  He  is  also  author  of  a 
"  Memoir  of  the  Honorable  James  De  Lancey,  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  York"  (Albany,  1851),  which  also  appeared  the 
same  year  in  Volume  IV.  of  O'Callaghan's  "  Documentary  History  of 
New  York "  ;  of  "  The  Capture  of  Fort  Washington  the  Result  of 
Treason"  (New  York,  1877);  a  "Memoir  of  James  W.  Beekman" 
(New  York,  1879),  a  "Memoir  of  William  Allen,  Chief  Justice  of  Penn- 
sylvania" (Philadelphia,  1879);  the  "Origin  and  History  of  Manors 
in  the  Province  of  New  York  "  (New  York,  1886),  and  a  "  History  of 
Mamaroneck,  New  York  "  (New  York,  1886). 


E  LA  MARE,  JAMES  C.  (born  in  London,  England,  January 
15,  1840),  is  the  son  James  C.  de  La  Mare.  All  his  uncles, 
with  one  exception,  together  with  all  his  coiisins,  and  his 
two  grandfathers,  and  their  fathers  in  turn,  were  lawyers. 
He  was  educated  at  Kings  College,  London,  came  to  this  city  in  1856, 
in  lb60  entered  the  employ  of  the  law  firm  of  Harrison  &  Waring  as 
clerk,  and  in  1867  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  firm,  which  was  reorganized  as  Harrison,  Waring  &  de  La  Mare, 
and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  successful  business,  chiefly  in  the  depart- 
ment of  real  estate.  He  is  master  of  his  masonic  lodge,  high  priest  of 
his  chapter,  and  is  grand  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  in  New 
York,  and  supreme  representative  for  New  York. 
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<;MAI{KST.  (;E0RGE  Francis  (iH)ni   in   Xrw  York  City, 

Ainil    l:;.   lt>45),  is  the   son   of  William    II.    I>ciiiart'st  and 

Haclicl    Siiiitli.     Ilis   father  was  lor   luaiiy  years  coiinerted 

with  llie  weil-kuowii  ])iililishiii,n-  house  of  Harper  F)rothers, 

nd  is  of  Iliiiiiieiiol   descent.      .Mr.    Deniarest  received  his  education 


GEOnC.E   FU.^SCIS   DEM.\REST. 


in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  at  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  July,  1804.  After 
leaving  college  he  read  law  with  Wright  &  Merrihew  (afterwards 
Wright,  ^Merrihew  &  Aruoux,  and  subsequently  Merrihew  &  Arnoux), 
and  was  adnutted  to  the  l)ar  in  New  York  City,  in  November,  1868. 
He  soon  after  commenced  practice  in  New  York,  devoting  himself  to 
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general  practice  until  1876,  when  lie  took  charge  of  the  real  estate 
bureau  of  the  law  department  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 
With  the  exception  of  a  single  year,  1894-1895,  when  he  was  connected 
with  the  tirm  of  Davies,  Stone  &  Auerbach,  he  has  since  continued  in 
this  connection.  His  long  experience  in  real  estate  law  has  given  him 
a  wide  and  varied  knowledge.  He  has  been  connected  Avith  the 
National  Guard,  New  York,  since  1873,  and  now  holds  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Twenty-second  Regiment. 


EMOREST.  WILLIAM  CURTIS  (born  in  New  York  City, 
August  2,  18.'")9),  is  the  son  of  W.  Jennings  Demorest  and 
Ellen  Louise  Curtis,  both  of  old  New  York  State  families.  He 
attended  an  Episcopal  academy  in  Connecticut  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Columbia  College  in  1881  and  from  Columbia  College  Law 
School  in  1883,  also  studying  in  the  law  office  of  Norwood  &  Cogge- 
shall,  of  this  city,  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  here  in  June,  1883. 
He  has  continuously  practiced  in  New  York  City  since  his  admission 
to  the  bar.     He  is  author  of  several  magazine  articles. 


]EPEW,  CHAUNCEY  MITCHELL  (born  in  Peekskill,  New 
York,  April  23,  1834),  is  of  Huguenot  descent  on  his  father's 
side  and  of  New  England  descent  through  his  mother.  He 
was  prepared  for  college  at  Peekskill,  was  graduated  from 
Yale  College  with  honors  in  1856,  studied  law  with  Honorable  William 
Nelson,  of  Peekskill,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1838.  The  same 
year  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  State  convention, 
having  been  active  in  connection  with  the  Republican  party  during 
the  two  years  of  his  legal  study.  He  began  the  practice  of  law,  but 
did  not  cease  his  political  activity,  canvassing  the  State  for  Lincoln  in 
1860.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  from  the  third  district 
of  Westchester  County,  and  re-elected  the  following  year,  during 
which  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  and 
frequently  acted  as  si^eaker.  In  1863  he  was  the  successful  Republican 
candidate  for  secretary  of  state.  He  declined  a  re-nomination  for  this 
office  in  1865,  and  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he  was  soon 
appointed  tax  commissioner.  President  Johnson  had  made  out  the 
papers  for  Mr.  Depew's  appointment  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
Y'ork,  but  a  rupture  between  the  president  and  Honorable  Edwin  D. 
Morgan  led  to  a  change  of  plan.  Appointed  United  States  Minister  to 
Japan  by  Secretary  of  State  Seward,  Mr.  Depew  resigned  after  holding 
the  commission  a  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Depew  early  abandoned  the  regular  practice  of  law  to  devote 
himself  to  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  great  corpora- 
tion. In  1866  he  was  appointed  attorney  for  the  New  York  & 
Harlem  Railroad  Company.    Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  New  York 
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Ceiiti;il  and  IIikIsuii  Kivcr  IJailroad  fonipaiiics,  iu  ISi!!),  lie  was  niiide 
general  ((lunsel.  Subsequently  he  became  a  director.  In  187.')  he  was 
aiijJoiMted  g-eneral  counsel  of  the  entire  Vanderbilt  system,  and  elected 
a  directoi'  of  each  company  composing  it.  Upon  the  reorganization  in 
188'i  lie  w  as  elected  first  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Central,  and 
succeeded  .lames  11.  Hiitter  as  pi'esidont  of  this  road  and  the  West 
Shore,  .June  14,  ]S8.").     These  jKJsitions  he  has  held  ever  since. 

Contemporaneously  with  his  business  activity,  Mr.  Depew  lias 
retained  his  active  intiivst  in  politics.  Tn  1872  he  was  the  candidate 
for  lieutenant-governor  of  New  York  on  the  ticket  of  the  Liberal 
Repul)licans  who  had  nominated  (Jreeley  for  president.  In  1874  the 
Legislature  appointed  him  a  regent  of  the  State  University,  and  he  has 
held  this  office  ever  since.  His  name  was  before  the  Legislature  eighty- 
two  days  for  election  to  the  United  States  Senate  in  1881,  when  Senators 
Conklingand  Piatt  had  sought  to  embarrass  President  Garfield  by  their 
resignations.  lie  was  the  leading  candidate,  and  failed  of  election  by 
but  ten  votes  on  joint  ballot.  After  the  assassination  of  President 
Garfield  he  withdrew,  feeling  "that  the  Senatorial  contests  should  be 
brought  to  a  close  as  decently  and  s]ieedily  as  jiossible."  In  lss4,  with 
a  two-thirds  Republican  majority  in  the  Legislature,  he  was  offered 
the  Uiiiteil  States  Senatorshiii.  l)ut  declined.  In  1SS8,  in  the  national 
Keituhlican  convention,  he  received  the  solid  vote  of  the  delegation  of 
tiiis  State  for  the  presiilency.  Diverting  his  strength  to  Benjamin 
Harrison,  the  latter  was  nominated.  In  the  national  convention  of 
1892  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  who  secured  Harrison's  renomination, 
as  oijposed  to  Mr.  Blaine.  Mr.  Depew  refused  the  appointment 
as  secretary  of  state  to  succeed  Blaine  offered  him  by  President 
Harrison. 

As  an  orator  and  after-dinner  speaker  Mr.  Depew  enjoys  a  national 
reputation.  Since  1872  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  Yale  College,  and  in 
1887  he  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from  that  institution. 
lie  is  president  of  the  New  York  Society  of  the  Sons  of  tlie  American 
Revolution  and  of  the  St.  Nicliolas  Society,  for  seven  years  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  League  Club,  for  ten  years  president  of  the  Yale 
Alumni  of  New  York  City,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Holland  Society  of 
New  York  and  the  Huguenot  Society  of  America. 


ESSAR,  LEO  C,  is  the  son  of  Doctor  .Tulius  H.  Dessar,  an 
author  who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  1848  and 
settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dessar  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
an  academy  in  Cincinnati,  and  while  yet  a  mere  boy  during  his  col- 
lege days  he  left  his  studies  to  take  part  in  the  war  for  the  Union, 
joining  the  three  months  volunteers  and  performing  honorable  services 
in  Kentucky.     On  his  discharge  he  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia 
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College  Law  Scliool,  and  in  1870  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  He  at 
once  engaged  in  practice,  while  at  the  same  time  taking  a  prominent 
part  in  the  anti-Tweed  reform  movement  of  which  Samuel  J.  Tilden 


was  the  leader,  being  one  of  Mr.  Tilden's  chief  associates  and  lieuten- 
ants in  carrj'ing  out  the  reform  measures. 

"With  the  nomination  of  Tilden  for  governor  of  the  State  in  IS 74, 
at  his  request  Mr.  Dessar  became  a  candidate  for  the  Assembly  ;  and 
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h.'iiin'  cIccIimI  fidiii  till'  seventeenth  district  of  New  York  City.  Iwcniin' 
;i  lr;iilfr  ill  tih'  Lpgislatnre.  He  was  a  nienilicr  of  the  jiidiciary  coni- 
niitlct';  w;is  niit-  of  tile  first  advocates  of  rai)id  tiansit,  fiii-thenn<,' tlie 
bills  ("stahlishiiiii- tlie  present  elevated  railway  ;  and  was  pronunent  in 
till'  iiiovcniriit  wliich  succeeded  in  overtlirowing  the  famous  "  Canal 
Ring  "of  the  State.  Rut  perhaps  his  most  distinguished  service  was 
as  one  of  the  Assembly  committee  on  crinic,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
Ihts  iipiioinicd  Id  investigate  the  vaiious  departments  of  the  New  York 
City  govcniniciit.  This  committee  carried  on  its  investigation  during 
tlic  summer  of  ls7r>.  including  in  its  inciuiry  the  jjolice  department, 
tlie  sireel  cleaning  (leiiartnieiil.  tile  districi  attorney's  office,  the 
jiolice  courts  and  otiier  criminal  trilmnals,  the  exci.se  board,  the 
coroner's  t)ffices.  Ludhnv  Street  jail,  and  all  the  various  i)ris(ms, 
reformatories,  and  houses  of  detention  connected  with  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York.  The  findings  of  this  committee  exposed  the 
most  horrible  condition  of  corruption  in  various  departments  of  the 
city  government,  in  this  respect  perfectly  anticipating  the  agitation 
of  Doctor  Parkhurst  and  tlie  investigation  of  the  late  Senate  com- 
mittee. A  report  witli  testimony,  making  four  volumes  and  more  than 
3,000  pages  of  printed  matter,  was  made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year.  l>nt  the  Ke])ublican  i)arty  having  meantime  swept  the 
State  no  aciion  was  taken  upon  these  findings  of  a  Democratic  com- 
mittee, and  the  whole  matter  was  suppressed. 

In  1S.S4  Mr.  Dessar  was  elected  the  first  civil  justice  of  the  then 
newly  erected  eleventh  judicial  district  court.  In  no  instance  was  a 
judgment  rendered  by  him  reversed  in  the  higher  courts.  Upon  his 
retirement  from  the  bench,  Judge  Dessar  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  is  a  specialist  on  railroad  law.  and  is  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  the  condiu't  of  railroad  litigations.  He  has  been  counsel  in 
the  suits  of  several  thousand  owners  of  land  on  the  route  of  the  ele- 
vated railway,  and  in  every  case  has  recovered  damages  from  the  cor- 
]M)ration.  He  has  i)i'ol)al)ly  tried  more  railroad  cases  than  any  other 
lawyer  in  New  York  City  during  the  past  six  or  seven  years. 

Judge  Dessar  is  a  constant  student  of  literature,  and  the  owner  of  a 
splendid  library  in  his  home  at  Xyack-on-the-Hudson.  Since  his  retire- 
ment from  the  bench  he  has  refused  to  become  a  candidate  for  any 
political  office. 

KIEL,  JOSEPH  MERRITT  (born  in  Deerfield,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  April  23,  1846),  is  the  son  of  John 
Cramer  Deuel  and  Elmina  Barnard,  a  descendant  of  Ad- 
nural  Nelson.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Poland,  Herkimer  County,  and  Deerfield,  Oneida  County,  and  at 
Whitestown  Seminary  near  Utica.  He  studied  law  with  Roscoe 
Conklingat  Utica.  United  States  District  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  being  a 
fellow-student,  and  was  admitted  to  the  liar  at  Syracuse,  October  8, 1868. 
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Mr.  Deuel  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Hampton,  Elizabeth  City 
County,  Virginia,  followed  by  a  few  months  at  Utica,  and  subsequently 
came  to  New  York  City,  where  he  has  continued  in  practice  while  not 
engaged  in  official  positions.  He  was  commonwealth  attorney  in  Vir- 
ginia from  1869  to  1871.  In  the  latter  year  he  became  private  secretary 
to  Roscoe  Conkling,  continuing  in  this  capacity  until  1871.  Mr.  Conk- 
ling  was  then  United  States  Senator,  and  Mr.  Deuel  was  made  clerk  of 
the  United  States  Senate  committee  on  revision  of  laws,  serving  with 
ability  in  this  position.  In  1875  and  1876  he  served  as  assistant  United 
States  district  attorney  in  New  York  City  under  United  States  Attor- 
ney George  Bliss,  and  was  connected  with  important  cases. 

From  1876  to  1880  he  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  and  at  the  same  time  United  States  commissioner,  "  wielding  an 
influence  in  the  latter  position  which  made  itself  mdely  felt."  He  was 
clerk  of  the  same  court  from  1880  to  1882.  He  resigned  this  position 
to  devote  himself  to  private  practice,  which  he  followed  up  to  the  time 
of  his  apiDointment  as  a  police  justice,  November  21,  1894. 


ILL,  JAMES  BROOKS  (born  in  Spencerport,  New  Jersey, 
July  24,  1854),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  James  H.  Dill,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  Catliariue  Brooks,  of  the  promi- 
nent Brooks  family  of  Connecticut,  and  is  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Boston.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1876,  and 
from  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York  in 
1878,  and,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  at  once  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  this  city.  He  early  made  a  specialty  of  corpora- 
tion and  financial  law,  a  branch  in  which  he  has  achieved  success. 
In  1881  he  founded  the  firm  of  Dill,  Chandler  &  Seymour.  Through 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Chandler  and  the  admission  of  Frederic  R.  Kel- 
logg, this  firm  subsequently  became  Dill,  Seymour  &  Kellogg,  a  firm 
style  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Dill  is  counsel  for  many  banks,  trust  companies,  and  corpora- 
tions, and  as  a  man  of  afl'airs  has  attained  positions  of  trust  and  honor 
outside  the  strict  routine  of  his  professional  career.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Seventh  National  Bank  of  New  York  and  the  People's  Bank  of 
Orange,  New  Jersey,  vice-president  of  the  Savings  Investment  and 
Trust  Company,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Trust  Company  of  New  Jersey,  and  a  director  of  the  New  England 
Street  Railway  Company,  the  American  School  of  Architecture  at 
Rome,  and  other  corporations.  He  has  devoted  much  time  to  charita- 
ble work,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years  has  been  counsel  for  the  Loan 
Relief  Association  of  Doctor  John  Hall's  church.  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  City.  He  is  a  resident  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  and  has  his  sum- 
mer residence  at  Huntington,  Long  Island.     He  is  an  ardent  advocate 
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of  <iiit(l(K)i-  I'ccicntion  mill  is  pi'csidciit  of  tlic  Oi'ange  Ridiii.t;'  Cliili,  :is 
also  a  iiu'inher  of  other  clubs  ol'  that  jjlace.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Bar  Association  ot  the  City  of  New  York  as  well  as  of  the  Lawyers' 
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Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Essex  County  Country  Club.  In 
1880  he  was  married  to  Mary  W.  Hansell,  of  Philadeli)hia,  and  has  a 
family  of  three  daughters. 
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ILLON,  JOHN  FORREST  (born  in  Northampton,  Montgom- 
ery County,  New  York,  December  25,  1831),  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  Dillon  and  Rosanna  Forrest,  and  grandson  of  Tim- 
othy Dillon,  of  the  ancient  Irish  family  of  Dillon.  When  he 
was  sei^en  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Iowa,  then  a  sparsely 
settled  Territory.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and,  entering  the 
medical  department  of  the  Iowa  University,  was  graduated  three  years 
later  and  practiced  medicine  for  six  months.  Believing  he  had  been, 
unwise  in  the  choice  of  a  profession,  he  supported  himself  by  engaging 
in  business  as  a  druggist  and  began  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1852. 

After  practicing  law  a  few  months  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Scott  County,  Iowa.  Declining  renoniination,  he  formed  a  legal 
partnership  and  engaged  upon  a  successful  practice  which  gave  him 
local  reputation.  In  1858  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  seventh  Judicial 
district  of  Iowa,  embracing  four  counties,  and  was  re-elected  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  bar  of  the  district.  During  this  period  he  prepared 
his  first  legal  work,  a  digest  of  Iowa  Reports,  the  fruit  of  careful 
study  of  the  decisions  of  the  Iowa  Supreme  Court.  During  his  second 
term  as  district  judge  he  was  elected  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
by  the  Republican  party  and  served  his  term  of  six  years,  dating  from 
January  1,  1863,  a  part  of  the  time  as  chief  justice.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1869,  but  before  he  had  qualified  was  appointed  by  President  Grant 
United  States  circuit  judge  of  the  eighth  judicial  circuit,  embracing 
the  States  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas, 
and  (eventually)  Colorado.  He  had  already  accumulated  materials  for 
his  notable  work  on  "  Municipal  Corporations "  (Chicago,  1872),  and 
being  under  contract  to  the  publishers,  completed  it  with  the  help  of  his 
gifted  wife,  Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Honorable  Hiram  Price,  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa.  During  his  ten  years  as  circuit  judge  (1869-1879)  he  also 
founded  and  himself  for  one  year  edited  the  Central  Law  Journal  ; 
published  "Removal  of  Causes  from  State  to  Federal  Courts"  (1875), 
and  "  Municipal  Bonds "  (1876) ;  each  winter  delivered  lectures  on 
medical  jurisprudence  before  the  students  of  the  Iowa  State  Univer- 
sity, and  prepared  five  volumes  of  "  United  States  Circuit  Court  Re- 
ports "  (1871-1880),  largely  made  up  of  his  own  decisions. 

In  September,  1879,  Judge  Dillon  removed  with  his  family  (two  sons 
and  two  daughters)  to  New  York  City  to  accept  the  professorship  of 
real  estate  and  equity  jurisprudence  in  Columbia  College  Law  School 
and  the  position  of  general  counsel  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany. In  1881  he  formed  a  partnership)  with  General  Wager  Swayne 
(which  was  dissolved  in  1893),  and  in  1882  resigned  his  professorship 
in  Columbia  College,  giving  his  attention  entirely  to  practice  in  New 
York  City.  He  has  argued  notable  cases  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in- 
cluding the  Arcade  Railway  cases  and  the  cause  of  the  property  hold- 
ers in  connection  with  the  new  parks  acquired  by  New  York  City. 
He  also  enjoys  a  large  practice  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
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III' ariiiK'd,  nnioiii;- ullicrs,  1  lie  express  cases  intliiii  court,  the  Boyd- 
'i'liiiVfi'  coiitt'st  lor  tlie  governoisliip  of  Nchiiiska,  I  he  ijno-irnrraiito  case 
of  the  State  of  Kansas  a<i:ainst  tlie  Kansas  Pacific  and  Union  Pacilic 
railroad  companies  involving  tlie  title  to  the  Missouri  Pacific  Hail  way 
and  the  Texas  Railway  Commission  case.  lie  was  also  senior  counsel 
for  the  defense  in  the  trials  of  the  uni(pie  case  of  Laidlaw  vs.  Sage,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  exploding  of  a  bomb  by  the  dynanuter  Norcross.  He  is 
standing  counsil  of  such  important  interests  as  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
way system,  Missouri  Pacific  system.  Western  Union  Telegrajdi  Coui- 
]iany,  M:inii;itt;iii  I{ailw:iy  (\imp:niy,  Texas  &  I'acihc  Railway  Com- 
pany, Ki'wiM'uaw  Asxicialicin  i  Limited),  and  the  estates  of  James  C. 
Aver,  Sidney  Dillon,  and  .lay  (iould. 

.ludge  nilloii  is  a  menibci'of  the  association  for  the  reform  and  codi- 
tication  of  llie  law  of  nations  and  attfiidfd  its  third  anniud  conference 
in  Kiiro|.e.  He  is  also  one  of  two  Americans  \\  lio  are  among  the  forty 
membei-s  of  the  Institute  de  Droit  liiternalional.  He  is  at  present  one 
of  the  cnnimissioners  apiiointed  iiy  (rovevnor  Morton  to  prepare  a 
(diarter  for  "(heater  ^'ew  York.""  Judge  Dillon's  work  on  "  Muni- 
cijial  Corporations"  reached  the  foui'tli  edition  in  IS'.tO,  and  his  "Re- 
moval of  Causes"  the  third  edition  in  issl.  He  is  also  author  of 
"Laws  and  Jurisjirudence  of  England  and  America"  ( I'^f'-t).  and  nu- 
mei'ous  atldresses.  In  lyui-!)"^  he  was  "Storrs"  jjrofessor  of  municipal 
law  in  Yale  University,  and  in  1892  was  elected  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association.  The  famous  work  on  "Municipal  Corporaticms " 
has  been  characterized  (by  Mr.  Irving  Browne  in  the  Albany  Laxo 
Jbw77?«^  as  "a  legal  classic,  a  work  that  will  live  alongside  of  Kent 
and  Story  and  Washburn  and  Parsons  and  Greenleaf,  when  neaily  all 
the  other  books  of  the  past  decade  are  quite  forgotten." 


ITTENHOP^FER,  ABRAM  JESSE  (born  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  Jfarch  17,  1836),  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Babetta 
Dittenhoefer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1834,  settling  at  Baltimore,  removing  thence  to 
Charleston,  and  in  1840  to  New  York  City,  where  Isaac  Dittenhoefer 
became  a  prominent  merchant.  Judge  Dittenhoefer  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  New  York,  the  Columbia  College  Grammar  School,  and 
Columbia  College,  where  he  received  first  laizes  in  Latin  and  Greek. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  and 
at  once  entered  upon  a  successful  pi'actice. 

As  a  lawyer,  Judge  Dittenhoefer  has  been  conspicuous  in  litigation 
relating  to  the  dramatic  stage,  and  is  recognized  as  an  authority  in 
that  branch  of  the  law.  He  ])i'ocured  the  incorporation  of  the  benevo- 
lent institution,  the  Actors'  Fund,  and  has  since  been  its  counsel  with- 
out compensation.  While  successful  in  stage  litigations,  he  has  also 
been  active  in  every  other  branch  of  the  law.  appearing  as  counsel  in 
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many  commercial  and  corporation  cases.  He  is  at  present  counsel  for 
the  Lincoln  National  Bank,  the  Franklin  National  Bank,  and  the  Mer- 
cantile Credit  Guarantee  Company.  He  has  also  been  retained  in  im- 
portant criminal  cases.  Years  ago  he  was  appointed  one  of  its  counsel 
by  the  board  of  aldermen  indicted  for  granting  permits  to  encum- 
ber the  streets  with  newspaper-stands,  and  succeeded  in  quashing  the 
indictment.  He  was  counsel  for  the  old  excise  commissioners,  Doctor 
Merkle,  Richard  Harrison,  and  Murphy,  indicted  for  an  infraction  of 
the  law,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  In  the 
more  recent  indictments  against  the  excise  commissioners,  Meakim, 
Fitzpatrick,  and  Koch,  he  was  one  of  the  leading  counsel  for  the  com- 
missioners, and  after  years  of  litigation  the  indictments  were  dismissed 
on  a  motion  argued  by  him. 

Judge  Dittenhoefer  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party  in 
its  infancy.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  German  Republican  cen- 
tral committee  for  twelve  consecutive  terms.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  was  the  iinsuccessful  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for  justice 
of  the  City  Court,  Imt  some  yeai's  later  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Fenton  to  the  bench  of  that  court,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Honorable  Florence  McCarthy.  In  1860  he  was  a  Republican 
elector.  President  Lincoln  offered  him  the  position  of  United  States 
judge  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  his  native  State,  but  he 
declined,  being  unwilling  to  abandon  his  practice  in  New  York.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  convention  that  nominated  President 
Hayes.  Judge  Dittenhoefer  was  married  in  1858.  His  son,  Irving 
Mead  Dittenhoefer,  is  a  law^yer,  a  partner  with  his  father. 


]ONOGHUE,  FRANCIS  XAVIER  (born  in  Yonkers,  New 
York,  March  20,  1856),  is  the  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Dono- 
ghue,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland  and  early  came 
to  America.  The  family  is  one  of  the  ancient  Irish  stocks, 
claiming  descent  fi-om  the  royal  line  of  the  Milesian  monarchs  of  Ire- 
land, and  members  of  the  family  were  lords  of  great  estates  and  promi- 
nent in  early  Irish  history.  Mr.  Donoghue's  education,  previoiis  to  his 
fourteenth  year,  was  mainly  received  at  the  parochial  schools  connected 
Avith  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  at  Yonkers.  In  September,  1870,  he 
entered  the  college  of  Saint  Francis  Xavier,  in  New  York  City,  where 
lie  was  graduated  June  29, 1875.  He  studied  law  in  the  oflBce  of  Thomas 
Bracken,  of  New  York  Citj^,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  general 
term  of  the  Supi'eme  Court,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  as  an  attorney, 
February  15,  1878,  and  as  a  counselor  in  September  of  the  same  year. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  began  tlie  active  practice  of  law  in 
New  York  City,  and  later  removed  to  Yonkers,  where  he  continued  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  been  counsel  in  various 
interesting  cases,  and  has  held  a  number  of  official  positions  under 
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tilt'  I'ity  govciiiMKMil   (if   Yoiikrrs  oi-  tlie  liovciiiniciit   ol'  Wt-stcliester 
County.     He  was  clcik  of  tli:'  City  Coiiit  of  Yoiikcrs,  jiisticci  of  the 


A.-<^<jC_ 


peace  and  actino-  city  judge  of  Yonkers  for  years,  clerk  of  the  Surro- 
gate's Court  of  Westchester  County  from  April,  1889,  to  April,  1892, 
and  in  March,  1892,  was  elected  city  judge  of  Yonkers. 
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UGRO,  PHILIP  HENliY  (born  in  New  York  City,  October 
3,  1855),  is  the  son  of  Anthony  and  Dorothea  Dngro.  He 
was  educated  in  New  York  City  at  the  famous  grammar 
school  of  Doctor  Charles  Anthon,  and  in  1876  was  graduated 
from  Columbia  College.  His  legal  studies  were  prosecuted  in  the  law 
offices  of  McKeon  &  Smyth  and  at  the  Columbia  College  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878,  the  same  year  being  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  has  practiced  his  profession  in  New  York  City  continu- 
ously since  his  admission. 

In  the  fall  of  1878,  when  but  twenty -three  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Assembly  from  the  fourteenth  district  of  the  city.  He  also 
served  a  term  in  Congress  (1881-82),  being  elected  from  the  seventh 
Congressional  district  in  the  fall  of  1880.  In  1883  he  was  nominated 
for  comptroller  of  the  city,  but  declined  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
father.  In  1886  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  New 
York  City,  and  in  1896  elevated  to  the  Supreme  Court  bench  through 
the  reorganization  of  the  judiciary  effected  by  the  Constitution  of 
1S94. 


UPIGNAC,  FRANK  JAY  (born  in  New  York  City,  January 
10,  ISIS),  is  the  son  of  James  B.  Dupignac,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  New  York  and  member  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  is  descended  from  a  family  of  French  Huguenots  of 
Lyons,  France,  one  of  whom  emigTated  in  1781  to  New  London,  Con- 
necticut. There,  in  1790,  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Dupignac  was  born, 
later  removing  to  New  York  City.  Mr.  Dupignac  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools '  and  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  in 
1869  was  graduated  from  Columbia  College  Law  School,  having  pre- 
viously studied  in  the  law  offices  of  Honorable  Alexander  W.  Bradford 
and  Honorable  Jonathan  W.  Edmunds.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  this  city  in  June,  1869,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  practice.  He  was 
counsel  in  the  case  of  James  C.  King,  who  killed  witness  O'Neil,  at  the 
hearing  before  Judge  Sutherland  ;  in  the  Hoyt  will  case,  was  associ- 
ated with  General  Butler  and  General  Pryor ;  was  counsel  in  three 
cases  of  Charles  A.  Beckwith,  who  defrauded  B.  T.  Babbitt,  his  em- 
ployer, of  8200,000  ;  was  counsel  in  the  case  of  William  E.  Gray, 
accused  of  the  "great  AYall  Street  forgeries";  and  as  counsel  of  James 
A.  Richmond,  president  of  the  Broadway  Railroad,  who  was  charged 
with  bribery  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  ISSi,  he  succeeded  in  saving 
his  client  from  trial.  He  has  also  appeared  in  various  other  cases  of 
public  interest,  individually,  and  as  associate  counsel  with  Honorable 
William  Fullerton  and  other  leaders  of  the  bar. 

1  When  but  thirteen  years  of  tige,  upon  the  return  of  Major  Anderson  from  Fort  Sumter,  in  1861,  Mr.  Dupig- 
nac delivered  an  address  of  welcome  from  the  steps  of  the  Brcvoort  House,  on  behalf  of  500  small  school  children. 


a/iOAlL 
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I'TCIIKI?,  ANI)1{I":\\'  (l)()rii  at  East  Sprinyficld.  Otsogo 
Cuuiity,  ^ew  York,  Aiiiiiist  2'.J,  1S22),  is  tho  son  ol'  Paicefor 
Carr  Dutclier  and  .lolninnah  Low  Frink.  Many  of  liis  an- 
cestors on  botli  sides  came  from  Holland,  wliile  there  was 
also  an  En.nlisli  strain  throngh  liis  mother  from  t lie  Low  family  and 
tlirougii  his  lather  from  the  IJeardsley  family  of  Stratford,  Connecti- 


'^^^^^'Z^.^-r^'^^^z/^^fey 


cut.  His  grandfather,  John  Butcher,  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecti- 
cut, January  5,  1759,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Dutclier  and  Elizabeth 
Knickerbocker,   John    Dutcher    being    in    turn   the    son   of    Roeliflf 
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Dnijster,  who  appeared  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  as  early  as 
1714.  The  Low  family  was  settled  in  Somerset  County,  New  Jersey, 
at  an  early  jDeriod  and  intermarried  with  the  old  Holland  family  of 
Ten  Eyok. 

Mr.  Butcher  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the  private 
classical  schools  of  Otsego  County,  New  York,  and  studied  law  with 
the  firm  of  Noxon,  Leavenworth  &  Comstock,  of  Syracuse.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  August  8,  1845,  and  the 
same  year  began  practice  at  Ontario,  Lagrange  County,  Indiana.  In 
July,  1851,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Jersey  and  practiced  at 
Trenton  until  April,  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 
He  practiced  in  that  city  until  May,  1876,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
time  spent  in  New  York  City ;  since  1876  he  has  practiced  in  New 
York.  In  1861  he  was  associated  with  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney for  New  Jersey  in  the  trial  of  Jackalow  for  murder  committed 
on  Long  Island  Sound.  The  case  occupied  three  weeks,  the  main  ques- 
tion of  law  being  whether  Long  Island  Sound  was  a  portion  of  the  high 
seas.  He  was  also  counsel  in  1876  in  the  case  before  the  New  Jersey 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  which  settled  the  law  relative  to  assess- 
ments for  the  improvement  of  the  streets  of  Elizabeth.  This  case  was 
of  great  importance.  It  invalidated  assessments  for  street  improve- 
ments made  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  Elizabeth  and  de- 
clared tlie  charter  unconstitutional,  causing  the  bankruptcy  trial 
which  followed.  Mr.  Dutcher  represented  the  property  owners 
against  the  citJ^ 

In  the  course  of  his  law  practice  Mr.  Dutcher  has  held  various  offi- 
cial positions.  In  1861  and  1862  he  was  captain  of  a  military  com- 
pany at  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  He  was  district  attorney  of  Lagrange 
Coiiaty,  Indiana,  during  the  three  years  from  1847  to  1850 ;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  city  council  of  Trenton  in  1855  and  1856  ; 
city  attorney  of  Trenton  in  1858  and  again  in  1862  ;  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  Legislature  in  1856  and  1857  and  again  in  1872  ;  and  in 
1857  was  speaker  of  the  House.  He  was  a  member  of  the  council  of 
Elizabeth  in  1871  and  city  attorney  of  the  same  municipality  in  1872. 
He  was  law  reporter  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey  from  April, 
1856,  to  November,  1864,  and  published  five  volumes  of  reports,  and 
was  clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  New  Jersey  from 
June,  1862,  to  September,  1869. 


]YKMAN,  JACKSON  O.  (born  in  Patterson,  Putnam  County, 
New  York,  in  or  about  1 826),  is  the  great-grandson  of  Captain 
Joseph  Dykman,  an  early  settler  of  Putnam  County,  and  a 
captain  in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolution.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  taught  school,  and  studied  law  with 
Honorable  William  Nelson,  of  Peekskill.    After  his  admission  to  the 


HISTORY    OF   TIIK    BENCH    AND    UAH    OF    N  K\V    VOIIK  143 

bar,  he  commenced  practice  at  Cold  Spiino;,  Putnam  County,  wliere 
he  was  elected  school  commissioner  and  distiict  attorney  of  I'litnaiii 
County. 

In  1860  he  removed  to  White  Plains,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  was  elected  district  attorney  of  Westchestei'  County  in  the  fall  of 
1868,  and  in  this  othce  "particularly  distinguished  himself  by  the 
energy,  skill,  and  success  with  which  he  pi'osecuted  the  famous  Buck- 
liout  murder  trial,  one  of  the  celebrated  cases  in  the  history  of  the 
county.''  Although  a  Democi'at  in  politics,  Judge  Dyknian  received 
the  nomination  of  the  Republican  party  in  1875  for  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  second  judicial  district,  and  receiving  the  sup- 
port of  the  best  elements  of  both  parties  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  fourteen  years  he  was  re-elected, 
and  has  served  on  this  bench  continuously  to  the  present  time;  al- 
though now  soon  to  retire  on  account  of  the  constitutional  limitation 
as  to  age.     As  a  judge  he  has  been  thus  characterized: 

In  the  perforuiauce  of  his  judicial  duties.  Judfj-e  Dykinan  is  ever  patient,  affable, 
and  courteous.  He  is  kind  and  oblig-ing  to  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  especially 
so  to  the  younjjer  lawyers.  He  lias  been  a  member  of  the  General  Term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  from  the  time  he  took  lus  seat  on  the  bench,  and  his  opinions  in  that 
coui't,  in  the  numerous  cases  on  appeal,  evince  laborious  research,  sound  judgement 
and  discretion,  and  absolute  fairness  and  impartiality,  and  demonstrate  the  propi'iety 
of  his  elevation  to  the  high  judicial  position  which  he  occupies.  At  the  circuit  for 
the  trial  of  cases  he  is  a  favorite  with  both  lawyers  and  suitors  for  his  patience  and 
impartiality.  He  manifests  great  love  for  justice  and  right,  and  deep  abhorrence 
for  wrong  and  oppression.' 

Judge  Dykman  was  married  to  Emily  L.  Trowbridge,  of  Peekskill, 
of  the  old  family  of  that  name  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Their 
two  sons,  William  N.  Dykman  and  Henry  T.  Dykman,  are  Iwth  prac- 
ticing lawyers,  the  former  in  Brooklyn  and  the  latter  in  White  Plains, 
New  York. 


ATON,  DORMAN  BRIDGIMAN  (born  in  Hardwick,  Xer- 
mont,  June  27,  1823),  is  the  son  of  Honorable  Natlianiel 
Eaton  and  Ruth  Bridgman,  of  early  New  England  ancestry 
on  both  sides.  He  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Vermont  in  1818,  subsequently  receiving  the  degrees  of  master  of  arts 
and  doctor  of  laws,  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  18.50,  taking 
fir.st  prize  for  a  legal  essaj'  in  the  latter  institution.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  bar  in  1851,  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Wil- 
liam Kent,  and  was  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law  in  this 
city  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Eaton  is  especially  known,  however,  through  his  efforts  in  the 

-  Scharf's  '•  History  of  Westchester  County,*'  Vol.  1.,  page  533. 
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direction  of  various  public  reforms.  In  1865  be  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  establishment  of  a  paid  fire  department  in  New  York 
City.  He  drafted  the  law  of  1S66  creating  the  board  of  health,  and 
the  next  year  drew  up  its  sanitary  code.  He  also  prepared  the  law 
lender  which  the  police  courts  were  organized.  From  1870  to  1873  he 
was  abroad  studying  the  civil  service  systems  of  Europe.  Upon  his 
return  President  Grant  aj^pointed  him  a  civil  service  commissioner  to 
succeed  George  W.  Curtis.  He  was  made  president  of  the  commission. 
In  1874,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  he  prepared  a  code  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  1877  he  visited  Great  Britain 
for  a  further  study  of  this  subject.  He  di'afted  the  civil  service  law 
enacted  by  Congress  in  1883,  and  was  the  first  commissioner  ap]Dointed 
under  its  provisions  by  President  Arthur. 

He  is  an  acknowledged  authority  on  the  question  of  civil  service  re- 
form and  has  written  much  on  this  and  other  subjects.  He  has  been  a 
frequent  contributor  to  the  North  American  R.eview  and  prepared  a 
number  of  articles  for  Lalor's  "Cyclopgedia  of  Political  Science." 
Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  assisted  Judge  William  Kent  in 
editing  "  Kent's  Commentaries,"  and  in  1852  prepared  an  edition  of 
"  Chipman  on  Contracts  Payable  in  Specific  Article."  He  published  a 
volume  giving  a  history  of  civil  service  in  Great  Britain  as  the  result 
of  his  investigation  in  1877.  He  is  also  the  author  of  "  The  Independ- 
ent Movement  in  New  York"  (1880),  "Civil  Service  Reform  in  Great 
Britain  "  (1880),  "  Spoils  System  and  Civil  Service  Reform  in  the  New 
York  Custom  House  and  Post  Office,"  "  Term  and  Tenure  of  Office," 
and  "  Secret  Sessions  of  United  States  Senate." 

For  many  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  political  reform 
of  the  Union  League  Club.  The  first  civil  service  reform  society  formed 
in  this  country  was  organized  at  his  home  in  1878. 


ATON,  SHERBURNE  BLAKE  (born  at  Lowell,  Massachu- 
setts, February  23, 1840),  is  the  son  of  Forrest  Eaton,  a  cotton 
manufacturer  of  Lowell,  and  Shuah  Blake,  and  is  lineally 
descended  from  John  and  Anne  Eaton,  who  came  to  New 
England  with  their  six  children  in  1639,  locating  in  Salisbury, 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Andover  Academy, 
and  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1862.  After  graduation  he  at  once 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  as  captain  of  an  Ohio  regiment,  and  later 
served  on  the  staff  of  General  William  B.  Hazen,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Chattanooga,  Knoxville,  and 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  major, 
having  received  at  Atlanta,  July  19,  1864,  a  wound  thought  fatal  at 
the  time. 


*  /f^/^^^^ 
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After  till'  will-  Mr.  Iviloii  Idciilfil  in  Chicag-o,  ami  in  1870  was 
adniittcd  to  tlic  li;ir.  IJcniovin^-  In  ^'cw  Yoi-k  the  follow  in.ii'  year,  lie 
entered  the  ollice  of  tlie  law  lirni  of  Porter.  Lowi-ey  &  Soren.  and  in 
1874  formed  a  iiailnersliiji  as  Cartel-  <V  Iviton.  later  icoriiani/.ed  as 
Chaniliei-lain,  Carter  &  Eaton.  Tn  18NI  lie  abandoned  the  general 
practice  of  law,  befominy  vice-iiresident,  and  eventually  president,  of 
the  Edison  Electric  Light  Company.  He  was  also  ]i resident  of  several 
other  com])anies  engaged  in  developing  tlie  Kdison  jiatents.  In  1884 
he  also  became  general  counsel  fcjr  these  corporations,  and  personal 
counsel  to  Mr.  Edison,  and  was  tlius  engaged  in  many  notable  patent 
litigations.  More  recently  j\Ir.  Eaton  resigned  from  many  of  these 
pt)sitions  and  resumed  the  general  practice  of  law,  associating  with 
liim  Eugene  H.  Lewis,  nnder  the  firm  style  of  Eaton  &  Lewis,  which 
still  continues.  Said  Mr.  William  P..  Iloriddower,  in  an  article  in  the 
Unirersifi/  Ma  (/a z  hie  : 

Mr.  Eaton  "s  tirst  pi-ouiiuence  in  New  Yoi-k  City  came  from  his  professional 
services  in  1874,  as  counsel  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  when  that 
body,  aided  l)y  .simihir  organizations  in  the  other  .sealjoard  cities,  souifht  to  reform 
the  custouKS  revenue  laws,  and  to  repeal  the  revenue  law  authorizing'  moieties  and 
the  seizm'e  of  books  and  papers.  Mr.  Eaton's  law  arnument  before  the  Congressional 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  at  Washington,  when  the  representatives  of  these 
various  business  organizations  were  given  a  hearing,  was  widely  read  in  this  coun- 
try, aiul  being  in  part  translated  into  French  and  German,  was  circulated  aljroad. 
The  success  of  this  movement  gave  Mr.  Eaton  a  large  clientage  among  importing 
houses,  and  lie  Ijecame  a  recognized  authority  on  questions  of  customs  laws,  being 
retained  in  tlie  trials  of  most  of  the  important  cases  of  the  time.  He  also  made  a 
specialty  of  bankruptcy  law,  being  comiected  with  the  principal  bankruptcy  cases 
in  tlie  Federal  courts  in  New  York,  and  of  corporation  law,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  new  legislation  aH'ecting  corporations, 

Mr.  Eaton  is  a  mend)er  of  the  Bar  Association,  Law  Institute,  Union, 
University,  Lawyers',  Players',  and  Metroi^olitan  clubs  of  New  Y^ork. 


]MMET,  WILLIAM  TEMPLE  (born  in  New  Rochelle,  West- 
chester County,  New  York,  July  2S,  1869),  is  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard S.  Emmet  and  Katharine  Temple.  He  is  the  grandson 
of  Honorable  Robert  Emmet,  a  distinguished  lawyer  of 
New  York  City  and  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  great-gi'andson  of  Honorable  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  the 
Irish  patriot,  who  was  graduated  from  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  was 
graduated  in  medicine  from  Edinburgh  University,  studied  law  at 
Temple  Bar,  London,  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  Dublin  bar, 
and  through  his  patriotic  activity  having  been  banished  from  Ireland 
became  an  eminent  lawyer  in  New  York  City,  and  was  attorney-general 
of  the  State.  This  gentleman  was  an  elder  brother  of  Robert  Emmet, 
the  famous  Irish  patriot  who  was  executed  at  Dublin  in  1S04,    Another 
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member  of  the  family,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Junior,  was  also  a  promi- 
nent New  York  lawyer,  and  for  many  years  was  master  in  chancerJ^ 

William  Temple  Emmet  was  educated  at  Saint  Paul's  School,  Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire,  and  at  Columbia  College.  He  studied  law  in 
the  New  York  office  of  Judge  Martin  J.  Keogh,  of  Westchester  County, 


WILLIAM   TEMPLE   EMMET. 


and  spent  a  year  in  the  Columbia  College  Law  School.  After  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar,  he  practiced  law  at  New  Rochelle,  Westchester 
County,  continuously  until  1892,  when  he  opened  an  office  in  New 
York  City.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  successful  practice.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S94,  as  the 
representative  of  the  fifteenth  Senatorial  district. 


iiisroiiv  OF   iiii:  r.Kxcii  and  hai;  ok  nkw  yoi:k 
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\' AIM'S.  FREDEHK'K  MOUGAN  (born  in  Mexico,  Oswego 

(niHity.  Nrw  York,  February  '•>,  is:.:',),  is  the  son  of  Henry 
W.  K\;irts,  ol'  the  old  fiiniily  of  tliat  naiiip  of  Connefticut, 
ami    Mary  .1.  Soiijc,   of  a   wcllknowii    iltii^Micnot  family   of 

Ifliudc  IsliiiMJ.      lie  ri'ci'ivcd  his  nliical  inn  in  llir  ciuniniin   scliools  and 


^l)Ml&^^ 


a  local  aradi'iny,  being-  also  instructed  by  his  mother,  who  for  years  liad 
been  a  school  teaciierof  unusual  abilities  and  considerable  prominence. 
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He  studied  law  with  Honorable  Daniel  F.  Gott,  of  Syracuse,  New  York, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  "Rochester,  April  9, 1S75,  and  began  practice 
at  Syracuse  as  the  partner  of  Mr.  Gott.  He  made  the  argument  in 
cases  on  appeal  at  the  same  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  which  he 
was  admitted  to  practice. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  declining  a  partnership  offered  him  by  Hon- 
orable "William  C.  Ruger  (soon  afterward  elected  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals),  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he  has  prac- 
ticed continuously  since.  He  has  been  engaged  in  various  railway  re- 
organizations, and  in  qiiestions  concerning  the  issuance  of  town  bonds 
in  aid  of  railroads.  He  has  also  been  counsel  in  a  number  of  interest- 
ing libel  suits,  in  one  of  which  he  represented  Mr.  Townsend,  known 
to  the  newspaper  public  as  "  Gath,"  and  successfully  justified  the 
charges  made  by  the  latter  against  Truth  and  others,  arising  from 
the  famous  "Morey  letter.'"  Another  of  his  cases  constituted  the  first 
judicial  investigation  in  this  country  of  organized  anarchists.  He  was 
counsel  in  numerous  fire  insurance  cases,  in  one  of  which  the  real  cul- 
prit, earnestly  working  for  the  offered  reward,  well  nigh  succeeded  in 
fastening  the  crime  of  arson  upon  a  poor  negro,  who  was  enabled,  un- 
expectedly, however,  to  prove  an  alibi.  He  was  special  counsel  for  the 
AVest  Shore  Railroad  in  various  proceedings,  and  has  represented  the 
State  of  New  York  in  many  legal  matters,  recently  acting  as  special 
counsel  for  the  attorney -general  of  the  State.  He  was  counsel  for 
Miss  Mary  Anderson  and  for  other  celebrities,  and  has  written  opinions 
for  advocates  in  foreign  countries  on  questions  arising  under  or  involv- 
ing American  law. 

Mr.  Evarts  is  author  of  a  number  of  articles  on  various  legal  topics, 
and  of  a  lecture  on  ''  Conditions  Precedent  or  Subsequent." 


VARTS,  WILLIAM  MAXWELL  (born  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, February  6,  ISIS),  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Evarts, 
the  well-known  Christian  philanthropist  who,  bred  a  lawyer, 
devoted  himself  to  the  cause  of  missions  and  the  rights  of 
the  Indians.  Mr.  Evarts  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  and  in  1837  was  graduated  from  Yale  College,  having  founded 
the  Yale  Literary  Magazine  during  his  course.  His  legal  studies 
were  prosecuted  at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and  in  the  office  of  Daniel 
Lord,  of  New  York  City.  Admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1841,  he 
at  once  engaged  in  practice  here,  and  "  soon  established  a  reputation 
for  learning  and  acumen,  and  was  often  consulted  by  older  lawyers."  ' 

In  the  article  which  introduces  this  volume  Mr.  Coudert  happily 
characterizes  him  as  "  polished,  self-possessed,  keen-witted,  the  hero  of 
the  three  great  cases  of  our  generation — the  Johnson  impeachment, 
the  Tilden  election  case  of  1876,  the  Geneva  arbitration  case."    There 
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were  nlsd  dllicr  cases  cil'  alniosl  <m|ii:iI  i-fiidun.  iidtalilf  anionic:  tin-in 
lu'iiifi-  liis  (Icfcuse,  as  senior  counsel,  of  llciiry  Wai<l  I'.itcIici-  in  tlie 
suit  hidu.nlil  aii-ainst  him  by  Theodore  Tiltou. 

Fioin  l>^4',t  to  is:i:5  Mr.  Evarts  was  assistant  district  attorney  of  New 
York  t'ity.  In  \^'>\  lie  snccessfuly  prosecuted  the  lilihusters  enframed 
ill  tilt'  expcditidn  (if  the  Cleopatra  to  ('id)a,  and  the  same  year  delivered 
iIm'  iiinuiiicnl  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  metropolitan 
pdlicc  act.  In  lSo7  before  the  Snpreme  Court,  and  in  18(iO  before  the 
Courr  of  Appeals,  hi>  aruned  the  Lemmon  slave  case  as  counsel  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  oiiposiui:-  Cliailes  O'Conor,  counsel  for  the  State 
(if  \ii,uina.  In  i^'i--',  in  the  liiited  States  Supreme  Court,  he  argued 
tlie  riiiht  of  the  ii()Vfninicnt  in  civil  war  to  treat  captured  vessels  as 
ju'lzes,  accordiiiii-  to  the  laws  of  war.  In  lSi;r)  and  IStlt!  he  successfully 
establish. ■(!  the  unconstitutionality  of  State  laws  taxing  national  bank 
stock  and  I'liited  States  bonds  without  autliorization  by  Congress.  In 
18(is  he  was  chief  coun.sel  of  President  .lohnson  in  the  iniiieaclunent 
proceedings  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  by  aiipointinent  .(idy  IT), 
b"-i)!S,  became  attorney-general  in  President  Johnson's  cabinet,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  administration.  In  1^7:^,  as  counsel  for  the 
United  States  before  the  arbitration  tiiliunal  at  Geneva  on  the  Ala- 
bama claiins,  he  "presented  the  arguments  on  which  the  decisions  favor- 
able ti)  the  L'nited  States  were  to  a  large  extent  based."  In  1875 
occurred  the  sensational  trial  of  Beeclier.  in  which  he  was  conspicuous 
as  leader  of  the  brilliant  ai'ray  of  counsel  for  the  defen.se.  Two  years 
later,  in  1877,  he  was  again  successful  at  his  appearance  as  the  advo- 
cate of  the  liepublican  jiarty  before  the  electoral  commission  in  the 
famous  Tilden-IIayes  pre.sidential  contest.  He  was  likewise  counsel 
in  tile  Parish  will  contest  and  the  litigation  over  the  will  of  Mrs. 
(lardner,  mother  of  President  Tyler's  widow,  both  of  which  involved 
great  fortunes  and  aroused  wide  interest  at  the  time.  Mr.  Evarts' 
"services  were  often  .sought  in  cases  in  which  large  corpoi'ations  were 
parties,  and  he  received  in  some  instances  fees  of  §25,000  or  S50,00i>  for 
an  opinion,  such  as  that  on  the  Berdell  mortgage  upon  the  Boston, 
Tlartford  &  Erie  Pailroad."'  For  many  years  he  has  been  the  head 
of  the  law  tinn  of  Evart.s,  Choate  &  Reaman,  a  firm  comprising  sev- 
eral of  the  leaders  of  the  New  York  bar. 

()utsid^^  the  strict  ])rofessi()n  of  the  law,  Mr.  Evarts  is  univer.sally 
conceded  a  high  rank  as  a  statesman.  He  was  early  prominent  as  a 
leader  of  the  Republican  party,  being  chairman  of  the  New  Y'ork 
delegation  in  the  Reiiublican  national  convention  of  lS(iO,  in  which 
body  he  nominated  \Yilliam  H.  Seward  for  the  presidency.  In  1801 
he  was  Horace  Greeley's  rival  before  the  New  Y'ork  Legislature  as  a 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  and  by  his  subsequent  with- 
drawal from  the  contest  secured  the  election  of  Ira  Harris.  His  ele- 
vation to  the  position  of  attorney -general  of  the  United  States  under 
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President  Johnson  has  been  already  noted.  In  1877,  in  recognition  of 
his  distinguished  services  to  the  Republican  party  in  the  presidential 
contest,  as  well  as  in  recognition  of  his  profound  abilities,  he  was 
given  the  portfolio  of  secretary  of  state  in  President  Hayes'  cabinet, 
serving  the  full  presidential  term.  "His  administration  of  the  State 
Department  was  marked  by  a  Judicious  and  dignified  treatment  of 
diplomatic  questions,  and  especially  by  the  introduction  of  a  higher 
standard  of  efficiency  in  the  consular  service,  and  the  publication  of 
consular  reports  on  economic  and  commercial  conditions  in  foreign 
countries." '  At  the  close  of  his  term,  in  1881,  Mr.  Evarts  was  ap- 
pointed as  delegate  of  the  United  States  to  the  international  monetary 
conference  at  Paris.  He  was  subsequently  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  by  the  New  York  Legislature  to  succeed  Elbridge  G.  Lapham, 
and  served  the  full  term,  from  March  4,  1885,  to  March  3,  1891.  In  the 
Senate  Mr.  Evarts  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  figures,  and  was 
the  recognized  leader  of  his  party. 

As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Evarts  is  distinguished  by  the  brilliancy, 
depth,  and  intellectual  power  of  his  oratory.  His  published  addresses 
include  orations  at  the  unveiling  of  the  statues  of  William  H.  Seward, 
Daniel  Webster,  and  Earth  oldi's  "Liberty,"  in  New  York  City;  on 
Chief  Justice  Chase,  at  Dartmouth  College,  in  June,  1873  ;  and  upon 
the  opening  of  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in  1876. 


jAmCHILD,  BEN"  LEWIS  (born  in  Sweden.  Monroe  County, 
New  Y^ork,  January  .5, 1863),  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Fairchild 
and  Calista  Schaeffer,  of  New  England  ancestry  on  his 
father's  side,  and  of  German  descent  through  his  mother. 
His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  He  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  Wilderness  campaign,  while  the  loss  of  both  health  and  prop- 
erty at  the  close  of  the  war  led  him  to  locate  with  his  family  in  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  thus  reared  and  educated  in  Washington.  At 
thirteen  years  of  age  he  had  finished  the  course  in  the  public  schools,  and 
during  the  nine  succeeding  years,  until  188.5,  was  employed  in  various 
government  departments.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the  draughtsman's 
division  of  the  Interior  Department.  Later  he  was  clerk  in  the  bureau 
of  engraving  and  printing  of  the  Treasiiry  Department. 

At  the  same  time,  taking  a  night  course,  he  was  graduated  from 
the  Spencerian  Business  College;  and  in  1885  was  graduated  from 
the  Law  Dej^artment  of  Columbia  University  with  the  degree  of 
master  of  laws,  having  already  taken  that  of  bachelor  of  laws.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Washington,  and  resigning  his  position 
in  the  Treasury  Department  came  to  this  city,  studied  a  year  in  the 
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(illi r  II, Miry  ('.  AihIivws,  iind  w;is  iiilniillrd  to  llic  New  Yoi'k  h.-ir  in 

May,  issti. 

Mr.  Faiivhild  hccaiiic  associated  willi  llic  law  linn  of  Kuiii;^-  & 
Soutliard,  in  1887  becoming- a  meinlHT  of  IIh'  linn  nndiT  ihc  style  of 
Ewin.u'.  Soutliani  &  Faiicldld.  In  is;i:!  (Jcnci-ai  Kwiu.ii'  id iivd  to  asso- 
ciate his  sons  witii  him,  tiie  firm  thus  becoming  Southard  &  Fairchiid. 
Mr.  F'airciiild  is  en<iaged  in  a  general  practice.  The  case  of  the  United 
States  Bank  vs.  Ewing,  which  he  successfully  argued  in  the  Ooui-t  of 
Appeals,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  his  cases,  involving  the 
question  of  the  law  of  restiictions  ujjon  accfmimodation  ])ai)er. 

In  1SS7  he  look  nji  his  resideiiee  in  Pi'lhani,  Westchester  County. 
In  1S03,  as  the  Hepnlilican  candithUe  lor  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, he  carried  Westchester  County  :  but  this  majority  was  overcome 
by  the  Democratic  majority  in  the  portion  of  the  district  in  New  York 
City.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  Congress  on  the  Republican  ticket 
from  the  sixteenth  New  York  district,  receiving  a  nuij(M'ity  of  tifty- 
tive  hundred  against  an  <>i)ponent  elected  the  pi'evious  year  by  sixty- 
tive  hundred,  and  in  a  district  which  lunl  bnl  (nn'e  before  (at  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War)  icturned  a  Kepnblican. 

Mr.  Fairchiid  was  married,  in  February,  IS'.):!,  to  Anna,  daughter  of 
the  late  James  Crumble,  of  an  old  New  York  faniih'. 


lANNlNC,  ^VILLIA]^r  .TOSEPH  (born  in  Crescent.  Saratoga 
County,  New  York,  July  12,  18.50),  is  the  son  of  James  Fan- 
ning and  Johanna  Fitzgerald,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  He 
received  an  academic  education  at  the  Half  Moon  Institute, 
Middletown,  Saratoga  County,  where  he  passed  the  Regents'  examina- 
tion and  received  a  certilicate.  lie  afterward  pursued  the  stndy  of  the 
classics  under  private  tutors,  and  before  entering  upon  his  legal  studies 
spent  a  year  in  Rome,  Italy.  In  the  s|)ring  of  1870  he  entered  the 
office  of  James  F.  Crawford,  of  Cohoes,  New  York,  subsequently 
attending  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1873.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
New  York  City  in  May,  1873,  and  entered  at  once  into  copartnershi]> 
with  his  former  preceptor  at  Cohoes,  James  F.  Crawford,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Crawford  &  Fanning. 

He  soon  became  established  in  a  successful  practice,  but  in  1880  re- 
moved to  New  York  City,  where  he  has  since  practiced  alone.  In  1881 
he  was  chosen  legal  adviser  of  tln^  Hotel  Association  of  the  State  and 
city  of  New  York,  and  still  continues  in  that  capacity.  Since  that 
time  lie  has  drawn  all  the  statutes  relating  to  hotel-keepers  and  has 
frequently  appeared  before  the  Legislature  and  its  committees  in  behalf 
of,  or  in  opposition  to,  pending  legislation  relating  to  hotels.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  general  practice. 
Mr.  Fanning  has  given  some  attention  to  literary  work.     An  article 
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in  the  North  American  Review  for  August,  1898,  on  "The  American 
Hotel  of  To-day,"  was  widely  quoted.  He  is  also  the  author  of  "A 
Handbook  of  Hotel  Law,"  in  which  the  relation  of  landlord  and  guest 
is  clearly  set  forth.  The  book  was  intended  for  the  use  of  his  clients, 
and  is  regarded  as  an  authority  upon  the  subject  treated.  Mr.  Fanning 
was  school  trustee  of  the  Eighteenth  Ward  of  New  York  City  from 
1887  to  1891,  and  in  1895  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Strong  a  city  magis- 
trate for  the  term  of  four  years  and  at  a  salary  of  |7,000,  but  declined 
the  appointment.     Mr.  Fanning  is  an  impressive  speaker. 


lELD,  WILLIAM  HILDRETH  (born  in  New  York  City, 
April  16,  1843),  is  the  son  of  William  Field,  a  native  of 
London,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1837  and  in  1841 
married  Frances  A.,  daughter  of  Africa  Hildreth,  of  Chester- 
field, New  Hampshire.  William  Hildreth  Field  was  the  eldest  and 
only  surviving  child.  His  father  died  in  1845.  His  mother  carefully 
educated  him  at  the  famous  Mount  Washington  Collegiate  Institute  of 
this  city  and  at  Union  College  (then  under  Doctor  Elij)halet  Nott),  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1863  with  honors,  having  won  special  dis- 
tinction in  mathematics  and  philosophy.  In  1865  he  was  graduated 
with  honors  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  in  May  of  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  and  the  following  Sep- 
tember began  practice  in  partnership  with  Honorable  J.  W.  Edmonds. 
This  association  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  Judge  Edmonds  in 
1874,  after  which  Mr.  Field  practiced  alone  for  several  j^ears.  The 
ninth  volume  of  Edmonds' '' Statutes "  was  edited  by  him.  In  1881 
the  firm  of  Field  &  Harrison  was  formed,  doing  a  real  estate  business, 
and  later,  with  Charles  A.  Deshon  as  partner,  the  additional  firm 
of  Field,  Hildreth  &  Deshon  was  organized,  conducting  a  litigated 
practice.  Mr.  Field  has  remained  at  the  head  of  these  two  firms 
to  the  present  time.  While  one  branch  of  his  business  thus  covers 
real  estate  jjractice,  Mr.  Field  has  appeared  in  some  important  litiga- 
tions, and  "  has  tried  many  cases,  in  which  his  construction  of  the 
statutes  has  settled  the  laws  of  the  State  by  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals."  Among  his  interesting  cases  was  the  first  suit  instituted  by 
George  Washington  Bowen  to  annul  the  will  of  Madame  Jumel  and 
recover  her  property  under  the  law  permitting  an  illegitimate  child  to 
inherit  from  its  mother.  In  the  Court  of  Appeals  he  also  won  the 
case  of  Swift  vs.  the  Mayor  of  New  York,  recovering  on  a  contract 
which  had  not  been  awarded  on  a  public  letting.  He  represented  the 
defendant  in  Smith  vs.  Long,  which  confirmed  the  title  of  the  Hopper- 
Mott  farm  to  those  in  possession,  and  was  on  the  same  side  in  the  case 
of  the  Mayor  vs.  the  Tenth  National  Bank,  whereby  a  recovery  was 
secured  by  the  bank  of  funds  loaned  to  the  courthouse  commissioner, 
notwithstanding  the  misappropriation  of  a  part  of  these  funds  by  the 
said  commissioner,  who  was  also  a  director  in  the  bank. 
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Ml-.  iMild  is  a  Deniociat.  Whilt^  not  set'kiiig  political  ])rcf('niifiit, 
lie  acct'plt'tl  tlie  apiiointniciit  l)y  xMayor  (Traiit.  March  G,  18Sy,  a.s  a 
iiienihcr  of  the  supi-rvisoiy  board  of  the  municipal  civil  service  com- 
mission. He  is  one  of  the  most  active  laymen  ol"  the  Catholic  (nmich 
in  the  United  States.  One  of  the  early  members  and  in  1887  president 
of  the  Xavier  Union,  diirinu-  jMr.  P'ield's  administration  this  society 
was  reoriiaiii/.cd  as  the  Catholic  Club  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of 
which  he  iu'caine  tirst  pn'sident.  Vov  many  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  nianaucment  of  the  Koman  Catholic  Orphan  Asy- 
lum,and  Imcu  iiiirivsifd  ill  the  many  other  iihilanthropies  and  charita- 
ble institutions  connciMcd  wilii  the  Catliolic  Church. 


TELT),  STEPTIEX  JOHNSON  (born  in  TTaddam,  Conn.'cticnt, 
Novenii)ei'  4,  IslC),  is  the  s(m  of  Revei'cnd  David  Dudley 
Field,  and  a  Innllier  of  the  late  David  Dudley  Field  and 
Cyrus  \V.  Field.  At  the  a.uv  of  ten  he  accomiiauied  his  sister, 
wife  of  a  nussionary,  to  Smyina.  for  the  study  of  oriental  languages. 
Returning,  he  was  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1857,  at  the 
head  of  his  class.  He  studied  law  in  New  York  City  with  his  brother, 
David  Dudley  Field,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  became  a  partner. 
Discontinuing  this  association  in  lS-J-8,  he  traveled  extensively  in 
Europe,  and  in  the  fall  of  184!)  went  to  San  Francisco. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Marysville,  California,  serving  as  its 
tirst  alcalde  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  judiciaiy  of  the  State.  As 
a  member  of  the  first  legislature  after  the  admission  of  California  as  a 
State,  serving  on  its  judiciary  committee,  he  secured  the  passage  of 
important  laws  affecting  the  judiciary  and  the  civil  and  criminal  pro- 
cedure of  the  various  courts  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  law  giving  a 
legal  sanction  and  authority  to  the  regulations  of  minors  among  them- 
selves, "thus  solving  a  perplexing  problem." 

During  the  succeeding  six  years  he  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ex- 
tensive practice.  He  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  California  Supreme 
Court  for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  in  January,  1S5S,  but  took 
his  place  on  the  bench  in  October,  1857,  being  appointed  to  fill  a 
vacancy.  Tn  Septend)er,  lS5t),  he  succeeded  David  S.  Terry  as  chief 
justice  of  the  court,  and  so  continued  until  his  appointment  as  a  justice 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  by  President  Lincoln  in  1863. 

In  ISO!*  he  was  appointed  professor  of  law  in  tlie  University  of  Cali- 
fornia. In  187;3  the  governor  of  California  appointed  him  a  member 
of  the  commission  to  examine  the  laws  of  that  State  and  make  recom- 
mendations for  legislative  amendments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Tilden-Hayes  electoral  commission  in  lsT7  and  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic minority.  In  the  Democratic  national  convention  at  Cincinnati, 
in  1880,  he  received  sixty  five  votes  on  the  first  ballot  for  the  nomina- 
tion for  the  ]n-esidency. 
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As  a  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  lie  attracted  atten- 
tion by  liis  dissenting  opinions  in  the  legal  tender  cases,  the  confisca- 
tion cases,  and  the  New  Orleans  slaughtei'-house  case.  He  wrote  the 
notable  opinion  of  the  court,  and  gave  the  deciding  vote,  annulling  the 
validity  of  the  "iron-clad"  oath  in  the  test  oath  case.  In  1864:  he 
received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from  Williams  College. 


KICHARD   L  H05IMEDIED   FINCH. 


IINCH,    EICHARD    L'HOMMEDIEU    (born    in    Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  July  4,  1842),  is  the  son  of  William  Finch,  of  New 
England   descent,  who  located  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
and  there   died    in  1849,  and  Frances  Mary,  daughter  of 
Philip  Young,  who  settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1810.     Mr.  Finch 
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ivccivcil  liis  early  filiinili. ill  in  juivatc  scIkkiIs  ami  t  lie  ]iiililic  scliools 
of  New  York  City,  and  )miisiiim|  his  Icual  slinlifs  in  tin-  law  depart- 
iiKMit  of  till'  rnivci'sily  of  llh'Cily  of  New  York,  from  wliicii  ho  was 
liraihiatci!  .Mai'cii  -klNCil.  lie  was  ailmilli-d  to  the  ><V'W  York  liar 
imimdialcly  upon  tiiadiial  ion,  and  at  once  commenced  practice  in  this 
(■ii\.  lie  siihsi'iincntly  opi'Mi'd  an  ollice  ill  New  Hiiu^liton,  Staten  Ishnid, 
and  lias  I.immi  contiiiiKHisly  in  ]iracl  ice  at  l)otli  placi's  to  tlic  jnvsent  time. 
Mr.  l-'inch  lias  Iniill  iiji  a  .nvncial  jiracl  ice  of  laruv  pro]  lort  ions,  pay- 
ing;- pailicnlar  atli'iitior.  to  miiiiiciiial  and  real  estate  law,  in  wliicli  lie 
has  Immmi  eminently  siiccessfiil  and  liis  clientage  very  extensive.  Tie  is 
a  (lirecior  in  ilie  Bank  of  Staten  Island,  a  trustee  in  the  Riclimoiid 
Coiiiity  Savin.i:s  Bank,  counsel  to  the  comity  hoard  of  assessors  of 
Kichinond  (  oimty,  and  counsel  to  the  hoanl  of  trustees  of  the  village 
ol  .New  I'.i  i-liioii.  Ill  1870  he  was  married  to  Hannah  B.  W., daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Ann  (  ook,  of  Point  Pleasant,  New  Jersey.  They  have 
one  surviving  <hild,  William  Young  Pinch,  who  in  June,  181)4,  was 
graduated  from  ihc  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  medical 
deparlmeiil  of  ( 'olmnliia  ( 'ollege. 


XDLKY.  WILld.VM  L.  (born  in  Pennsylvania.  Angu.st  23, 
8tS),  is  the  sou  of  Reverend  William  Pindley  and  Elizabeth 
Cunningham.  He  was  graduated  from  Westminster  College, 
Pennsylvania,  in  18G:3,  and  from  the  law  school  of  Colnmbia 
College,  Washington,  in  I8()8.  He  continued  his  studies  with  Stewart, 
IJitili  \  Woodford,  of  this  city,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Pough- 
keepsie  ill  May,  180!).  Tie  has  continuously  ])iacticed  in  this  city  since, 
in  IS74  formiuir  a  jKirtnership  with  Ihuiorable  Robert  H.  Strahan, 
wliicii  coniiniied  until  the  hitter's  death,  in  October,  1884.  In  June, 
1S80.  Mr.  l-'indley  was  apjioiuted  attorney  to  the  fire  department  of 
the  city,  anil  in  this  capacity  has  had  charge  of  many  important  liti- 
gations, lie  has  been  active  in  remodeling  the  laws  relating  to  this 
deiiaitmeut,  while  the  present  building  law  of  this  city,  the  most  ad- 
mirable statute  on  this  subject  in  existence,  is  largely  the  fruit  of  his 
labor,  research,  and  experience  in  connection  with  the  fire  department. 


ISHEL.  EUGENE  (born  in  Patchogue,  Sufl'olk  County,  New 
York,  January  L'<>,  bSf)!)),  is  the  son  of  Ephraim  F.  and  The- 
resa Fishel.  He  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York  in  1S78,  and  from  Columbia  College  Law  School 
in  issu;  also  .studied  in  the  office  of  Sullivan  &  Cromwell,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Poii,iihkee])sie  in  May,  1880.  He  has  offices  both 
in  New  York  City  and  I'.abylon,  Long  Island.  In  the  case  of  Young 
et  al.  ?\<f.  Flower  ef  aJ.  he  obtained  the  injunction  prohibiting  the  land- 
ing of  cholera  patients  at  Fire  Island  from  the  steamship  Normanki  in 
September,  1892. 
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ITCH,  JOSEPH  (born  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  August  27, 
1S57),  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Fitch  and  Avis  J.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  H.  Leggett,  of  Flushing.     His  preparatory  education 
was  received  at  Flushing  Institute,  Long  Island,  from  wMcli 
he  entered  Swarthmore  College,  Pennsylvania.    He  was  graduated  from 


JOSEPH   FITCn. 


this  institution  in  18Y9  and  commenced  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
Charles  W.  Pleasants,  of  New  York  City,  from  18S1  to  1882  also  attend- 
ing lectures  at  Columbia  College  Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Brooklyn  in  February,  1882,  and  engaged  in  practice  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  has  continued  since. 


IIISIOUV    OF    rilK    ItKNCII    AND    BAIJ    OF    M:\V    VoKK  1 ." 7 

Mr.  l-'iicli  \v:is  clccti'd  lo  tlic  New  York  Assembly  in  tlif  fnll  ol'  1885 
Irom  \\\i-  first  district  of  Queens  County,  serving  acceptably  as  a 
iii("inl)fr  (luring  tiic  legislative  session  of  1S8(>,  and  was  re-elected  to  the 
AsstMiil)ly  of  1SS7.  lie  was  the  Democratic  noininee  for  member  of 
Congress  for  the  lirsi  New  York  district  in  1894,  but  was  defeated  in 
The  iJepubiican  lidal  wave  of  that  year,  lie  is  at  present  a  member  of 
the  Flusliing  hoard  of  education,  having  been  appointed  to  the  office 
in  18t);i  lo  till  a  vacancy,  and  being  re-elected  in  1894  for  the  full  term, 
ex])ii-ing  in  is'.i'.i.  lit"  was  second  lieutenant  of  the  Seventeenth  Sepa- 
rate ('oni]iany.  National  (Juard,  from  isso  to  1SS7.  In  18S(J  he  was 
nianii'd  lo  .\nnii'  b.,  ilauiihtei' of  Levi  1'.  Hose,  of  Yonkers. 


ri'CII.  'IMIEODORE  (horn  in  Franklin,  Delaware  County,  Xew 
York.  .March  So,  1844).  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Silas  Fitch 
and  Maiy  A.  White,  both  of  early  New  England  ancestry.' 
Mr.  Fitch  was  prepared  for  college  at  academies  in  Pough- 
keepsie  and  Middletown,  New  York,  and  was  gradmited  from  Yale 
College  in  lSt'>4.  He  liecanie  tutor  in  Latin,  Ureek,  and  mathenuitics 
in  Delhi  Academy  (Delaware  County,  New  York),  of  wliich  his  father 
was  then  ])rincipal.  at  the  same  time  stiulying  law  with  Honorable 
William  Murray,  of  Delhi  (then  county  judge  and  subsequently  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court).  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Bing- 
hamton,  in  May,  18<i7,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  commenced 
practice  at  Y'onkers.  While  Yoidcers  has  always  remained  his  resi- 
dence, he  also  opened  a  law  otRce  in  New  York  City,  and  since  1883 
has  had  his  office  exclusively  in  New  York,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  as  T.  &  S.  H.  Fitch. 

He  soon  actpiired  a  high  standing  at  the  "Westchester  bar,  and  has 
enjoyed  a  successful  practice  for  many  years  both  in  Westcliester 
County  and  this  city.  His  work  has  been  chiefly  in  the  provinces  of 
corporation  and  real  estate  law.  Prom  1876  to  1883  he  was  city  attor- 
ney of  Yonkers,  serving  three  terms,  and  during  that  time  won  every 
case  for  that  city,  with  a  single  exception,  in  which  also  he  was  vir- 
tiudly  siu'cessful,  greatly  diminishing  the  claim  against  the  city. 
Among  his  interesting  cases  were  the  People  ex  rel.  Manhattan  Savings 
Institution   r.v.  Otis,  Mayor  (90  New  York  48),  in  which  it  was  held 

'  The  fiunil.v  vt  Fitch  is  of  ancient  antecedents  iu  learn  that  Thomas  ffilch  married  Anna  Pew,  6  August. 

England.   In  old  records  tlie  name  is  written  "  F.vtclie,'*  Kill.     Of  tlieir  children,  five  eons  and  the  widowed 

*'ff.viche,"  "F.vtcli,""ff.vtch,"and  "ftitdi."  Tlie  family  mother  emigraled  to  America  and  settled  in  Connecti- 

ia  of  German  origin,  its  modern  German  representatives  cut." 

bearingthe  names  of  "Fichte,"  "Ficht,"  and  ■•  Fecht."  From  the  eldest  of  these  sons,  Thomas  Fitch,  Mr. 

According  to  tradition.  Ilie  English  emigrant  came  from  1'heodore  Fitch  is  descended,  the  line  beint;  as  follows  : 

Saxony   under  Ilengist  and    llorsa.     In  the  Heralds'  Thomas  Fitch '.  of  Bocking,  Essex.  England :  Thomas 

Visitations  for  Essct  the  pedigree  descends  from  Wil-  Fitch '^,  of  Norwalk.  Connecticut  ;  John  Fitch  =  ;  John 

ham.  second  son  of  John  Fitch,  who  was  living  in  Fitch  <;   Matthew  Fitch  ^;  Matthew  Fitch*;  General 

Fitch  Castle  (in  the  parish  of  Widdiiigton  in  north-  Silas    Fitch ' ,    of    Norwalk,    Connecticut ;    Beverend 

western  Esse.x)  m  is  Edward  I.  (.\.  d.  1J94).    "  From  Silas  Fitch » ;   Theodore  Fitch »,  of   New  York  City, 

one  of  the  remaining  fragments  of  the  ancient  church  Honorable  Thomas   Fitch,    governor  of   Connecticut, 

register  of  Becking,  adjoiuiug  Braintree  in  Essex,  we  was  also  of  this  branch  of  the  family. 
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unconstitational  to  reissue  bonds  in  place  of  those  stolen  ;  Hobbs  vs. 
City  of  Yonkers,  a  peculiar  suit  for  back  fees  which  had  been  relin- 
quished by  the  ijlaintiff  while  a  candidate  for  office  as  an  inducement 
to  his  election  ;  Theall  vs.  City  of  Yonkers,  involving  the  historic 
boundary  between  the  townships  of  Yonkers  and  Eastchester ;  the 


^mxttUr^  -/ikir 


suit,  several  times  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  of  Levi  P.  Rose,  to  regain 
title  to  Getty  Square,  Yonkers,  on  the  ground  of  breach  of  condition 
in  the  original  grant  through  the  encroachment  of  the  Radford  build- 
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iiiu,'  u|i<in  I  III'  si|iuiii';  ;iiiil  I  he  1  itifjiitioiis  I'or  .s('\i'ral  vi-ars  over  the 
Siiiil  li  Mo(iiictle  Ijooiii  paliMits,  in  w  liich.  in  association  with  Josepli  II. 
Ciioatt!  and  Francis  ^J.  J5angs,  lie  successrully  represented  the  Smith 
Carpet  Conijiany. 

ri'Z(iKRALl),  IIJAKK  T.  (born  in  .New  Yori^  ('i)y  in  May, 
1857),  was  edncated  at  Saint  Francis  Xavier  College,  Saint 
Nfary's  College  (^'iagara  Falls,  New  York),  and  Columl)ia 
College  Law  School,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1878, 
:iiiii  llir  -^allll■  year  being  admitted  to  the  bar.  While  studying  law  he 
was  ill  I  he  ollice  of  Smith  M.  Weed  ;  later  he  became  a  member  of  the 
liiiii  oC  Mapes,  Kelly  &  Fitzgerald. 

Ill  18S8  lie  was  elected  to  CcMigress  fioin  the  sixth  Congi'essional 
district,  and  in  1889,  being  elected  register  of  the  county  of  New 
York,  resigned  his  seat  in  Congress  to  accept  this  office.  The  Legisla- 
ture having  created  the  (illice  of  an  additional  surrogate  for  New  York 
City,  he  was  elected  to  that  olliee  in  the  fall  of  1892. 


jITZCKltALD.  .lAMES  iboiii  in  Ireland,  October  28,  1851), 
attended  a  Jesuit  seminary  in  that  country  and  tlie  De  la 
Salle  Institute,  the  jiublic  schools,  Cooper  Institute,  and 
Columbia  College  Law  School  in  this  city,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880.  He  had 
previously  become  interested  in  iiolitics  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Democracy,  and  in  1877  was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  In  1878  he  was 
appointed  to  a  position  in  the  office  of  county  clerk.  He  defeated 
General  Spinola  for  State  Senator  in  1881.  In  June,  1884,  he  was 
appointed  assistant  district  attorney  to  succeed  the  late  John  McKeon, 
was  assistant  under  District  Attorney  (subsequently  Judge)  Martine, 
and  inxler  District  Attorney  Fellows  became  chief  assistant.  In  1889 
he  defeated  Judge  Gildersleeve  for  judge  of  General  Sessions. 


ITZSIMMONS,  JAMES  M.  (born  in  New  York  City  in  1858), 
attended  the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  the  youngest  in  a 
class  of  two  hundred  and  tifty-six.  also  reading  law  in  the 
office  of  ex-Recorder  James  K.  Smith.  The  two  years  which  had  to 
elapse  after  graduation  before  he  couhl  be  admitted  to  the  bar  were 
spent  in  continuous  legal  study  in  the  offices  of  Nehrbas  &  Pitshke. 
After  his  admission  he  acquired  a  large  real  estate  practice.  He  was 
elected  an  alderman  from  the  eighteenth  district,  and  in  1889  served 
as  vice-])resident  of  the  board.  He  was  api)ointed  a  judge  of  the  City 
Court,  February  22,  1890,  in  the  place  of  Judge  Pitshke,  deceased,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1801  was  elected  to  succeed  himself. 
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LEMING,  JOHN  (born  in  county  Monaglian,  Ireland,  June  1, 
1842),  is  the  son  of  William  Fleming  and  Mary  O'Neill.    His 
parents  dying  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age,  he  received 
a  careful  primary  education  under  the  direction  of  his  ma- 
ternal uncle,  James  O'Neill,  and  took  prizes  in  English  studies;  he  also 


JOHN   PLEMCsG. 


received  special  instruction  in  Latin.  Coming  to  this  country  at  four- 
teen years  of  age,  he  attended  the  public  schools  at  Jamaica,  Long  Isl- 
and, and  afterward  the  private  school  of  Reverend  Mathew  Hunting, 
making  a  specialty  of  mathematics  and  Latin.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  became  a  clerk  in  a  Southern  commission  house  in  New  York 
City.     This  position  being  suddenly  terminated  by  the  Civil  War,  he 
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nitcrtMl  llu'  law  ollicc  of  .Idliii  .1.  Arinsii-oiiii',  of  Jaiiiaica,  ]j01i;j,'  Island, 
wluMv  lie  stayed  three  nuiuths.  lie  I  lien  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-lii'tli  New  York  N'oliintcers,  servin<;-  three  years,  and  i)artici- 
])atin^-  in  the  cnijcauenients  of  Plains  Store,  Ponchatoula,  Sabine  Cross 
l^oads,  IMeasaiit  Hill.  Cane  IMver.  ^^ausuru  Plains  in  Louisiana,  and 
the  assaults  uiKiii  Purl  llinlson.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  "Forlorn 
Hope,"  called  lor  liy  (u-iitMal  I'anks  to  make  still  another  assault  upon 
these  works,  lie  also  parlieijiated  with  his  regiment  >i))on  the  James 
River  and  in  the  Shenandoah  (•ani])aifrn  of  General  Sheridan,  when  he 
fouii'lit  the  battles  of  Ci'dar  Creek  and  Winchester. 

Keturniiii;-  from  ihr  uai'  he  resumed  his  studies  with  .iolm  .1.  Arm- 
stroiiL;- and  was  ailiuii  led  lo  liu'  liar  in  Brooklyn  in  December,  1865. 
Commencinii'  piactice  in  .lamaica.  he  soon  established  a  successful  busi- 
ness. He  was  foi-  six  years  trustee  of  the  village  of  Jamaica,  but  never 
held  other  ]tul)lic  oilicc  until  October  27,  1S83,  when  he  was  appointed 
by  (loveiiior  Cleveland  district  attorney  for  the  county  of  Queens, 
made  vacant  l>y  the  removal  of  .Mr.  H.  AV.  Downing.  The  following 
November  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  same 
ollice  and  was  elected  to  sei've  for  three  yeare.  His  term  was  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  murder  cases  which  came  to  trial,  some  of  them 
of  wide  notoriety.  Among  these  was  the  indictment  of  the  negi'o, 
Charles  H.  l?ugg,  for  sti'angling  Lydia  Maybee  and  her  daughter,  No- 
vember 17,  iy^!3.  The  prisoner  was  defendetl  by  hve  able  lawyers,  and, 
although  the  evidence  was  purely  circumstantial,  Mr.  Fleming  secured 
liis  conviction  and  was  sustained  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  (98  New 
York). 

Thomas  F.  Cowan  succeeded  him  as  district  attorney,  but  upon  his 
renu)val  within  three  months,  Mr.  Fleming  was  again  appointed  to 
the  office  by  Covernor  Hill  (in  August,  1887).  In  November,  1887,  he 
was  elected  to  the  place  and  .served  until  1890,  and  being  again  elected 
served  until  January  1,  189'1.  He  made  unceasing  opposition  to  pool- 
selling,  gambling,  and  prize-fighting  in  Queens  County,  even  jiroceed- 
ing  against  the  Westtun  Cniou  Telegraph  Company  and  its  officers  for 
allowing  their  wires  to  be  used  for  such  enterprises.  In  the  fall  of 
189t'),  the  Democratic  iiarty  nominated  him  for  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  place  of  Honorable  Charles  F.  Brown,  who  declined. 

Mr.  Fleming's  literary  work  has  been  confined  to  articles  in  the  press 
upon  questions  of  the  day  and  public  addresses.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 
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LYNN",  JAMES  (born  in  Ireland,  June  29,  1843),  came  to  this 
country  when  a  lad,  and  shortly  thereafter  began  the  study 
of  law  with  Smith  &  Murdoch,  at  Elmira,  New  York.  He 
continiied  in  their  office  until  August,  1862,  when  he  was 
commissioned  b.y  Governor  Morgan  first  lieutenant  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  then  being  recruited  at  Staten 
Island.  He  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Virginia,  and  soon  after 
taking  the  field  was  appointed  to  the  stafl'  of  Brigadier- General  N.  J. 
Jackson.  In  January,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the 
same  regiment  by  Governor  Seymour.  In  1864,  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge,  hs  resumed  his  law  studies  at  Elmira,  in  the  office  of  John 
Murdoch,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1865.  Removing  to  the  oil 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Venango 
and  Crawford  counties. 

In  1866  he  was  elected  director  and  general  solicitor  of  the  Farmers' 
Railroad  Company,  operating  through  the  oil  region  to  Oil  City.  In 
1867  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
practiced  his  profession. 

In  January,  1875,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  immediately  thereafter  argued  a  case  in 
behalf  of  three  poor  orphan  children,  the  heirs  of  Charles  Fox.  This 
interesting  will  case  involved  the  right  of  the  United  States  government 
to  take  lands  devised  to  it  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  the  will  states,  "  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  to  discharge  the  debt  contracted  by  the  war  for 
the  subjugation  of  the  rebellious  Confederate  States."  It  was  decided 
that  the  United  States  could  not  acquire  title  to  land  in  the  State  of 
New  York  by  will. 

In  1879  Mr.  Flynn  was  appointed  school  commissioner  of  the  city 
of  New  York  by  Mayor  Cooper,  and  served  until  1883,  taking  a  prom- 
inent part  as  chairman  of  two  of  the  most  important  committees.  Mr. 
Flynn  was  married  December  6,  1881,  to  Julia  Poole,  daughter  of  the 
late  Robert  A.  Gregory,  of  New  York  City.  Of  their  three  children, 
two  survive.  Mr.  Flynn  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  Club,  the 
Society  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  the  Friendly  Sons  of  Saint  Patrick, 
and  Lafayette  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


]ORD,  WILLIAM  HALL  (born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  De- 
cember 9,  1857),  is  the  son  of  Augustus  Ford  and  Anna  Hall, 
and  is  third  in  a  line  of  successful  lawyers,  his  father  and 
grandfather  both  having  served  with  distinction  at  the  bar 
of  this  State.  AVilliam  D.  Ford,  his  grandfather,  was  a  widely  known 
lawyer  of  Jefferson  County  and  was  also  active  in  politics,  serving  both 
in  Congress  and  the  State  Legislature,  where  he  was  prominent  in  con- 
nection with  the  bill  establishing  the  Erie  Canal.  In  referring  to  the 
Canal  bill  (perhaps  the  most  important  statute  in  aid  of  commerce  ever 
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passed  bj'  the  New  York  Lefrislature)  the  writer  of  the  '•  Politieal  His- 
tory of  New  York  "  has  said.  "I  think  that  witliout  tiie  iiiiluciice, 
weight  of  character,  ami  talents  ol'  .Mr.  Ford  the  measure  would  not 
have  been  ;idi>]ilc(|." 


His  son,  Augustus  Ford,  wliile  yet  a  young  man,  succeeded  to  his 
father's  practice  and  was  widely  known  throughout  the  northern  coun- 
ties of  the  State.     Coming  to  New  Y'ork  City  in  1859  he  won  an  hon- 
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ored  place  for  himself  at  the  bar,  wliicli  he  retained  during  life,  being 
in  active  practice  for  nearly  sixty  years  until  his  death  in  1890. 

William  H.  Ford  was  prepared  for  college  at  Trinity  School,  Brook- 
lyn, and  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1S77  and  from  Columbia 
College  Law  School  in  1879.  lie  studied  law  in  his  father's  ofBce  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  June,  1879.  From  that 
time  until  the  present  he  has  practiced  law  in  New  York  City  and  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  business. 


REEDMAJS",  JOHN  JOSEPH  (born  October  7,  1835,  at 
Nuremberg,  Germany,  of  Protestant  parents),  was  graduated 
from  the  public  schools  and  attended  the  Latin  department 
of  the  gymnasium  of  that  city.  Under  private  tutors  he  also 
studied  French  and  English.  He  arrived  in  New  York  City  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  without  means  or  friends,  and  engaged  for  a  period  in 
mercantile  pursxiits,  at  the  same  time  sttidying  law.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  May  17,  1860,  and  subsequently  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  southern  and  eastern  and 
northern  districts  of  New  York.  He  soon  acquired  a  large  business 
among  the  Germans  of  this  city,  and  was  an  occasional  contributor  to 
the  New  York  Staatszeitung  on  special  topics. 

In  January,  1869,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  John  T.  Hoffman  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Garvin.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  January  1, 
1870.  At  that  election,  as  the  candidate  of  the  United  Democracy,  his 
majority  exceeded  50,000  ;  but  in  1875,  being  renominated  by  Tammany 
Hall,  he  was  defeated  with  the  entire  Tammany  ticket. 

Almost  at  once,  however,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Tilden  to 
serve  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  1875  in  place  of  the  deceased 
chief  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  Honorable  Claudius  L.  Monell ;  and 
all  the  Democratic  factions  uniting  in  his  nomination  to  succeed  him- 
self, he  was  again  elected  to  the  bench  of  this  court,  by  more  than 
50,000  majority,  and  for  fourteen  years,  to  which  the  term  had  been 
extended  by  constitutional  amendment.  In  1890  he  was  renominated 
by  the  County  Democracy,  the  Republican  party,  and  Tammany  Hall, 
and  elected  without  opposition.  By  the  consolidation  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
New  York  (ordained  by  the  Constitution  adopted  November  6,  1894), 
which  took  effect  January  1,  1896,  Judge  Freedman  became  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  he  had 
been  elected  in  1890. 
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academy,  and  was  iinuliiated  lioiii  Yale  ('(>lle<j,e  in  1842,  at  the  age  of 
nini^een.  Tie  studied  law  three  years  with  .1.  Henry  Ferris,  of  Peeks- 
kill,  and  l)eing-  admitted  to  the  bar  in  184.'3  became  the  partner  of  Mr. 
Ferris,  under  the  firm  style  of  Ferris  &  Frost.  This  association  con- 
tinued until   lsr)V,  fioiti  wiiich  time  Mr.  Frost  continued  the  business 
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alone  until  ISSS.  In  the  lattei*  year  lie  removed  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  practiced  continnously  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Frost  was  engaged  in  many  prominent  litigations,  successfully 
coping  with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  New  York  bar.  In  his  earlier 
years  he  enjoyed  the  personal  friendship  of  Charles  O'Conor,  Francis  B. 
Cutting,  James  W.  Gerard,  Daniel  Lord,  and  William  Curtis  Noyes. 
He  was  a  staunch  Democrat,  but  resolutely  refused  political  honors, 
declining  the  Democratic  nomination  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
offered  him  in  1878.  He  was,  however,  a  frequent  delegate  to  State 
conventions,  as  also  to  the  Democratic  national  convention  at  Balti- 
more in  1ST2.  He  also  accepted  his  appointment  by  Governor  Hill  in 
1890  as  a  member  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  judiciary  article  of 
the  State  Constitution,  and  was  appointed  by  Judge  Danforth,  the 
Republican  chairman  of  the  commission,  chairman  of  the  import- 
ant committee  on  the  Court  of  Appeals,  of  which  committee  James 
C.  Carter  and  Frederic  R.  Coudert  were  also  members. 

Mr.  Frost  was  a  member  of  the  Lawyers'  Club  and  the  Bar  Associa- 
tion of  this  city,  and  formerly  of  the  State  Bar  Association.  He  was 
for  thirty  years  vestryman,  and  during  the  last  twelve  years  junior 
warden,  of  Saint  Peter's  Church,  Peekskill. 


ULLERTON,  WILLIAM  (born  at  Minisink,  Orange  County, 
New  York,  May  1, 1817\  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  while 
preparing  for  college.  He  was  graduated  from  Union  College 
with  honors,  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1840.  He  commenced  practice  in  Goshen,  Orange  County,  New  York, 
afterward  removing  to  Newburgh,  where  he  soon  achieved  local  prom- 
inence. In  1852  he  won  an  important  case  before  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Brooklyn  from  Charles  O'Conor,  and  was  promptly  offered  a  part- 
nership association  by  that  leader  of  the  bar.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
and  during  the  forty -five  years  from  that  time  to  the  present  Judge 
FuUerton  has  been  one  of  the  conspicuous  leaders  of  the  bar  of  New 
York  City. 

As  an  advocate  and  skillful  cross-examiner  he  has  long  been  accorded 
a  foremost  place.  "  Since  the  death  of  the  late  James  T.  Brady,  who 
for  many  years  was  conceded  b_y  the  profession  to  be  the  ablest  jury 
lawyer  in  the  metropolitan  district.  Judge  Fullerton  has  by  general 
consent  held  that  position."  He  has  appeared  in  many  of  the  most 
famous  cases  of  the  past  half  century.  As  counsel  for  Theodore  Tilton 
in  the  suit  brought  against  Henry  Ward  Beecher  he  conducted  the 
remarkable  cross-examination  of  the  Brooklyn  preacher  which  occu- 
pied eight  days.  This  cross-examination  was  characterized  by  Charles 
O'Conor  as  the  ablest  ever  conducted. 

In  1867,  during  his  absence  in  Canada,  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  at  the  next  election  was 
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elected  to  siifceed  liiiusell'.  His  :iiii)oiiitiiH'iit  in;iilc  liim  r.r-njlicio  a 
lueiiilicr  of  the  Court  of  Aijpeals,  and  liis  oiiiiii<jns  in  tlmt  lii^li  tii- 
liiiiial  are  cousidcnMl  ainoiii;'  the  ablest  ever  (li'livrird.  Honorable 
.Ic.liii  K.  IVirlcr,  Ilicii  a  just  ice  of  the  ^'ourt  of  Appeals,  having  deter- 
iniiird  to  ii'siiiii.  was  anxious  that  Judge  Fulleiton  should  succeed 
hiiii.  W  lilini;  lo  ("iiarles  O'Conor  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Fullerton  to 
coiisiMit  to  iliis.  .Iiidnv  rorli'i- said  :  "I  have  a  vei'v  st  rong  desire  that 
.ludgi'  l''ullt'rloii  sJKiidd  ln'  a]ip(iinli'(l  my  successor,  and  iiave  jio  doubt 

that    he  will   be  Ilit'  iidiniucc,  if  lie  will  give  his  consent His 

opinions  al  I  he  pii'scul  Imn  have  been  stiikiiigly  cleai' and  able 

— among  the  very  best  which  have  ever  been  dflivcred  in  the  court.  A 
year  more  in  the  Court  of  Ajipeals  would  establish  Cor  him  a  judicial 
repniaiion  as  I'lidiiiing  as  our  sysifUi  ol'  jiirispi'iidmcc.  lie  is  known 
now  as  a  hrillianl  and  siicccssl'id  advocate— />/'//// //.v  ////cv  y>c//'c.s'.  At 
the  rml  of  the  Veal'  he  would  be  universally  known  as  an  able  and 
eminent  jurist.  II.'  will  have  an  oi)portunily  to  make  a  record  more 
abiding  than  that  of  the  most  successful  jury  lawyer The  pe- 
cuniary sacrifice  will  bi'  inconsi(leral>le,  in  comparison  with  the  result- 
ing benefits;  and  I  thiidv  the  bar  and  the  public  would  welcome  the 
appointment,  and  that  it  woidd  greatly  strengthen  the  court." 

.hulge  Kidlerton  decideil,  however,  to  return  to  active  practice  in 
New  York  City,  and  snbseipiently  distinguished  himself  in  the  Beeclier 
case,  as  already  stated,  and  in  other  important  cases.  He  has  continued 
in  active  practice  to  the  present  time. 


I'HST,  MICHAEL  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  July  L5, 
IS.")!)),  is  the  son  of  Solomon  h'lirst  antl  Bertha  Jalfe,  who 
came  from  Rawicz,  Prnssia,  in  ISi")!,  and  settled  in  Brooklyn. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  pidilic  .schools  of  Brooklyn, 
the  I'olytechnic  Institute,  and  Vale  College,  from  w  Inch  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1876,  as  an  hoiu)r  graduate  delivering  an  oration  at  the 
commencement  exercises  on  "The  Modern  Jew."  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Columbia  College  l^aw  School,  also  reading  law  in  the  office 
oF  lloiioialile  I'liili]!  S.  Crooke  and  Honorable  N.  H.  Clement,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Poughkeepsie  in  May,  1878. 
He  at  once  commenced  ])ractice  in  Brooklyn,  early  turning  his 
attention  to  real  estate  and  landed  propei'ty  laws.  He  has  conducted 
a  number  of  notable  partition  suits,  im'lmling  that  of  Nostrand  ps. 
Bitmis,  in  which  the  feat  was  accomplished  of  disposing  of  1,500 
separate  lots  at  a  single  day's  sale. 

As  examining  counsel  of  the  Lawyers'  Title  Insurance  Comjiany  he 
has  certilied  to  many  of  the  tracts  and  farms  in  old  New  Utrecht. 
February  1,  1894,  he  was  apjiointed  assistant  corporation  counsel  in 
the  city  of  Brooklyn,  to  which  position  he  was  I'e-appoiuted  February 
1,  1896.     In  this  office  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  bureau  or  department 
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having  supervision  of  all  real  estate  matters,  titles,  suits,  condemnation 
and  street  opening  proceedings,  contracts,  and  assessments.  To  Mm 
was  referred  the    dispute  about  the  East  side  land,  which  was  so 


handled  as  to  yield  a  large  amount  of  money  to  the  city,  resulting  in  a 
practical  solution  of  a  difficult  problem  of  long  standing.  He  is  largely 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  the  suburb  known  as  Van  Pelt 
Manor,  being  associated  with  Mr.  John  Lott  Nostrand  as  the  acting 
attorney. 
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Mr.  Fiii'st  is  (if  :iii  cxcclli'iit  .Icwisli  rinnily,  i><  liinii  in  .Jewish  circles, 
:iii(l  ('(iiiiu'ctcd  w  iili  'rcMiplc  isr;i('l  oil  Ijcillord  Avciiuc,  l-Jrooklyn,  tlie 
Ili'l)n'\\  Orpluiii  Asyliiiii,  ;iii(i  siiiiihir  oruniiizMtioiis.  He  is  :i  iiicnilier 
III'  ilir  Mdiiliiiik.  Ivoicmi,  I'liity,  l>r()()l\lyii  i'licyclf.  and  Voiiiifi; 
Jl('|iiil>lic;in  chilis,  till'  (Jooil  Hoiiils  Associiiliiui  nl'  I'lonklyii,  the 
(Joiiiiiiiinwi'MJlii  ('(iiiiicil  oi"  till-  lloyal  Arciiiiiiiii,  J>rookiyii  J^nir 
Associai  inn.  ;inii  \;\\f  Aliiiiiiii  .Vssoclation  of  Long  Island.  He  has 
Ix'i'ii  iiji'iil  ilirij  wiih  ihr  Uriiulilii'Mn  ii:iit\"  siiiri'  i877. 


AK'DM'.i;.  .lOlIX  M.  (lioiii  at  ivli'iivilli-.  Onin.ne  County, 
New  York,  .liine  11,  18r)8),  is  the  son  of  William  H.  Gardner, 
III'  Cnimiiliia  County,  and  Caroline  Flaiilei-,  of  Orange  County. 
His  I'aily  I'diication  was  aciiuired  iMitircly  at  the  distiict  and 
piiiilic  srhniils  of  his  iiaii\i'  )ilarr.  Iii'ciiinini;-  liiiiisrlf  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  |itiiii'i|ial  of  a  scliool  in  tlir  adjoining  town  of  Craigvillc.  He 
stiidii'd  law  for  a  ycai- witii  K.  X.  \an  Sickle,  of  (io.sheii.  New  York, 
and  inoving  to  ( .'jovcistown  coniiili'ti'd  his  reading  with  Ralph 
(iiasgow. 

Ill"  was  admitted  lolln'  har  at  t wfuty-one  and  comiueiictd  jmictice 
at  r.Kiadaihin,  New  \iiik.  winning  his  first  case,  involving  an  !iil8,()00 
mortgage.  Otlinr  siicccsscs  followi'd.  While  at  Brondaliiin  he  mar- 
I'ied  Kiigciiia  X.,  daiighti-r  of  Leonard  S.  Xorthrup,  a  retired  glove 
"i^i'inractuivi'  ol  l''ulton  County,  and  soon  after  took  an  extended 
l"]iiioj>i'an  tour. 

L "pon  his  reliuii  he  removed  to  a  wider  field  of  practice  at  New- 
burgh,  where  he  built  up  a  lucrative  practice,  .\mong  the  prominent 
cases  in  which  he  api)eared  was  that  of  ^[owatt  vs.  Mowatt,  in  which 
he  recovered  for  his  client  a  wrongfully-withheld  estate  of  8050.000 
left  to  her  by  iier  luother  in  Mexico  and  which  she  had  been  forced  to 
divide.  The  preparation  of  this  case  required  exhaustive  research 
in  Mexico  and  several  Western  States. 

In  the  spring  of  ISy.')  Mr.  Gardner  removed  to  New  York  City,  though 
still  retaining  a  list  of  cases  on  the  local  calendar  at  Newburgh.  Since 
this  removal  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  a  number  of  im- 
portant suits,  involving  the  constiiiction  (d'  wills,  and  has  also  partici- 
l>ated  in  the  Edi.son  litigation  with  tiie  Xew  .lersey  and  Pennsylvania 
Concentrating  AVorks,  and  in  other  imiiortaiit  but  less  conspicuous 
cases. 
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ARRETSOlSr,  GARRET  JAMES  (bora  at  Newtown,  Long 
Island,  July  U\  1847),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Garret  J.  Gar- 
retson  and  Catharine  Rapalie,  and  thus  lineally  descended 
from  Gerrit  Gerritsen,  who  emigrated  from  Wageningen, 
near  the  Rhine,  in  Gelderland,  Holland,  in  1660,  settling  at  Bergen 
Point,  New  Jersey,  and  from  Joris  Jansen  de  Rapalie,  a  native  of 
Rochelle,  France,  who  took  refnge  in  Holland,  and  in  1623  came  to  this 
country,  originally  settling  at  Fort  Orange  (now  Albany),  and  in  1626 
removing  to  New  Amsterdam.  Judge  Garretson  was  educated  at  the 
Flushing  Institute,  Long  Island,  studied  law  with  the  New  York  firm 
of  Marvin  &  Daniel,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1869, 
since  which  time  he  has  activelj^  practiced  in  New  York  City  and 
Queens  County  when  not  serving  on  the  bench. 

In  1877  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Eastman,  under  the 
firm  style  of  Eastman  &  Garretson.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Eastman 
in  1882  his  two  sons  were  taken  into  partnership  iinder  the  firm  name 
of  Garretson  &  Eastman.  The  business  of  the  firm  has  been  largely  in 
the  direction  of  real  estate  law,  care  of  estates,  mortgage  investments, 
and  matters  connected  with  the  probate  courts.  Judge  Garretson  is 
executor  and  trustee  of  many  large  estates.  He  was  for  many  years 
president  of  the  board  of  education  at  Newtown,  and  from  1873  to  1875 
school  commissioner  for  Queens  County.  In  18S0  he  was  appointed  sur- 
rogate of  Queens  County,  and  in  1SS5  elected  county  judge.  In  1891 
he  was  re-elected  county  judge  for  a  second  term  of  six  years.  His 
career  upon  the  bench  has  been  thus  chai'acterized  : 

Judge  Garretson  possesses  a  keen  and  incisive  intellect  which  penetrates  to  the 
marrow  of  a  legal  problem.  Without  any  bold  or  abrupt  statement  foreshadowing 
his  intended  judgment,  he  reasons  a  question  out  bj^  a  process  of  subtle  analysis 
which  gives  to  every  step  the  character  of  a  logical  postulate.  When  the  conclusion 
is  reached,  you  see  at  once  why  it  becomes  indisputable  as  an  application  of  legal 
principles  to  established  facts.  It  is  this  judicial  quality  of  mind,  ripened  by  experi- 
ence upon  the  bench,  which  has  imparted  so  high  a  character  to  his  decisions  that 
lawyers  feel  in  advance  the  futility  of  appealing  from  them.  Not  one  of  his  judg- 
ments while  sitting  as  surrogate  and  passing  upon  those  intricate  questions  of  mixed 
fact  and  law  belonging  to  the  probate  of  wills  was  ever  reversed  by  an  appellate 
court.  His  success  in  always  adjusting  the  right  principle  to  the  right  solution  of 
the  issue  raised  before  him  he  owes  to  a  happy  organization  of  mind,  where  the 
intellect,  instead  of  being  self-sufiicient,  is  always  guided  by  the  law  of  conscience, 
silently  yet  steadily  directing  his  judicial  action. 

In  June,  1896,  Judge  Garretson  was  appointed  by  Governor  Morton 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  frame  and  report  to  the  Legislature  a 
charter  for  the  government  of  the  consolidated  cities  known  as  the 
"Greater  New  York."  In  November,  1896,  he  was  elected  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  second  judicial  district  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  He  was  married  in  1876  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  W.  Eastman,  his  former  partner,  who  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  bar  of  Nev/  York  and  Queens  counties. 


[hMWrYy-^ 


11IS1()|;V    OF     llIK    HKNCII     AM)    HAW    (>]>'    NKW     VOIIK  171 

FAIRY,  ELBRIIXiE  THOMAS  (boni  in  New  York  City, 
Dfcoiuher  2r\  is:n),  is  the  sou  of  Tlioiruis  ii.  Gerry,  and 
!j,i;iii(lson  of  Ell)ri(l,i;-e  (ierry,  vice-president  of  the  I'nited 
"^^^  States,  and  oni'  of  ihe  signers  of  tin'  Declaiation  of  Iiide- 
pendence.  Me  is  lineally  descended  from  Tlionias  (Jeiry,  of  Xewloii- 
Ahltot,  JMiii'land,  who  came  to  America  in  17;i()  and  became  a  mercliaiu 
in  Mail)leliea(l,  Massachusetts,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1774. 
havinii'  married  th(>  oidy  danghtei'  of  Enoch  (ireeiileaf,  a  pruniinent 
and  wealthy  citizen  of  Boston.  Through  the  (ireenleaf  faunly  tlie 
descendants  of  Thomas  Gerry  are  connected  witli  a  number  of  the 
ohlest  Puritan  fanulies.  Aftei'  one  of  these  fannlies  the  fanunis 
Elbridge  Cierry  was  named,  'i'his  lirst  Elbridge  Gerry  was  one  of  the 
notable  figures  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  He  was  born  in  Marble- 
head,  July  17,  1744,  entered  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
autl  was  graduated  in  1702.  He  represented  Marblehead  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Court  in  1772,  and  was  made  a  member  of  tlie 
important  committee  of  coi-respondence.  He  was  returned  to  the 
Provincial  Ct)ngress  of  Massachusetts  in  1774.  and  again  in  1776;  was 
elected  to  the  Continental  Congi'ess  in  1776,  and  became  a  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  was  re-elected  continuously 
throughout  the  Revolution  ;  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  United  States;  served  in  Congress  under  the  Constitution;  was 
appointed  on  a  special  mission  to  France ;  was  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  became  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gerry's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  P.  Goelet.  His  father, 
a  naval  officer,  died  in  1846,  leaving  him  a  child  eight  years  of  age.  He 
was  carefully  educated,  graduating  from  Cohunbia  College  in  1857, 
delivering  the  German  salutatory  oration.  The  same  year  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Philolexian  Society  of  Columbia  College. 
After  his  graduation  he  entered  the  law  office  of  William  Curtis  Noyes. 
In  1866  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  the  same  year  to  practice  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Shortly  afterward  he  became 
a  partner  of  Mr.  Noyes,  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Noyes  &  Tracy. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Noyes  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Honorable 
William  F.  Allen,  subsequently  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  New 
York,  and  Ben ja nun  Vaughan  Abbott,  the  well-known  author  of  many 
standard  law  books.  Judge  Allen  eventually  withdrew  from  the  firm, 
which  was  then  continued  under  the  name  of  Abbott  &  Gerry.  While 
at  the  bar  Mr.  Gerry  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice,  appearing  in  many 
important  cases.  Among  these  were  the  Marx  will  contest,  the 
Martin  will  case,  the  Carman  will  case,  the  Strong  divorce  case,  and 
the  Louis  Bonard  will  case.  He  was  counsel  in  deiending  McFarland 
and  Stokes,  both  indicted  for  homicide. 

Mr.  Gerry  was  married,  December  3,  1867,  to  Louisa  M.,  only 
daughter  of  Robert  J.  Livingston  and  great-granddaughter  of  Morgan 
Lewis,    who    was,    successively,    attorney-general,   chief  justice,   and 
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governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  grand  master  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Mr.  Gerry  was  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1867,  serving  as  a  member  of  its  committee  on  the 
jjardoning  power.     Shortly  after  becoming  associated  with  Mr.  Bergh, 


ELBRIDGE  THOMAS  GEKRY. 


who  founded  the  American  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals,  Mr.  Gerry  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  securing  the  greater 
part  of  the  legislation  affecting  animals  now  on  the  statute  books  of 
New  York. 
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The  Sdcicly  I'm-  llic  INvvcutidn  of  Cniclly  In  ( 'liildivii  u;is  hioiif^lit 
into  cxistcncr  III  his  iiistiiiict'  in  IS7-I.  « iiili' in  INTD  he  snccccilcd  Jolin 
J).  Wi-iulit  as  ils  iir.'sidcnt,  ;in(l  h:is  lirhl  lluil  ])Osition  ever  since.  In 
18St;.  hy  iiiiiidiiitinrni  n\'  Ihr  Ni'w  ^'nik  state  Senate,  he  served  as 
ili:iiiiii;in  i>r  I  he  cdimnission  to  cxiniiinc  into  the  most  lininane  and 
,.|V,.,  Ii\,.  iiicihod  nl'  r\c<'nliii,n-  till'  dentil  senteiKV.  On  the  strength  of 
ill,.  iv|iiiii  of  liiis  cjiiiniission,  liic  ji resent  system  of  electrical  execu- 
lidli  \\:is  :idd|ili'd  ;is  ;i  siilisl  il  lite  i'ol'  iuillging. 

Mr.  (icriv  li;i-^  Ih'i'Ii  :i  gnvcinor  of  the  New  York  IIos])ital  .since  1878, 
is  a  trnstce  of  ilir  i'rdirsiniii  Kpiscoiial  (leneral  'i'heological  Seminary, 
;iiid  w;is  cdiiinidildiv, df  liic  New  Yol'lv  Yacht  Ciiili  IVoni  Iss.")  to  IS!):',, 
in  iss'.i  ill'  was  ciiairnuiM  ol'  I  lie  execntive  coniinittce  and  of  tlie 
coniniiliir  dii  iilcraiy  exercises  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
iuaimuratidn  ol'  (Jeoii^e  Wasliinnloii.  and  in  I Si,t2  was  chairman  of  the 
cdiiiMiissioii  aitpoinled  liy  .Mayor  (Jiaiit  to  examine  into  the  qnestion 
of  tile  Ih'sI  meriiod  of  earing  lor  tlie  rit.\"s  insane.  The  commission 
pre.senl('<l  a  valiialiie  report  on  liiis  siiiiject.  Since  1SS2  he  lias  lieeii 
]iiesident  of  tlieCiii  I'si  fiateriiity,  one  of  tlie  oldest  (ireeiv  letter 
college  societies.  Many  arlicies  from  his  jien  liave  ajipeared  in  maga- 
zines; among  otiiers.  a  .series  in  the  North  American  Review,  on 
••  Cruelty  to  Chiidren  "  i.liily,  IS^.'Vi;  on  "('a])ital  Punishment  by  Klec- 
tricity  "  (Seiiteinlier,  isyjt)  ;  on  "Chiklreii  of  the  Stage"  (.Inly,  isitoj ; 
also,  in  /'/////A  mid  (laid,  "A  Plea  for  College  Fraternities"  (Vol.  I., 
Js'o.  Ii:  "('hi  I'si  at  Colmnhia"  (Vol  IV.,  Xo.  h;  "In  Memoriam, 
Samuel  Hand  "' (  \'ol.  \\ ..  No.  I  i. 

Mr.  Gerry's  liiief  work,  liowever,  has  been  in  connection  with  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  through  his 
incessant  labors  in  tliis  direction  he  has  won  a  national  reputation. 


jlKAiKRlClI,  LEONARD  A.  (born  in  Rotz,  Bavaria,  May  20, 
IS.-)."")),  was  brought  to  this  country  with  his  parents  when 
al)out  a  year  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
Saint  Nicholas'  ])arochial  school,  and  De  la  Salle  institute 
(siippditiiig  hiiiLself  from  the  age  of  twelve),  and,  studying  law,  was 
admittetl  to  the  bar  in  1877. 

In  1880  .Indge  Giegerich  was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  The  follow- 
ing year  President  Cleveland  aj)i)ointetl  him  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue for  the  third  New  York  district.  In  1890  Governor  Hill 
appointed  him  to  succeed  .fudge  Nehrbas  (deceased)  on  the  bench  of 
the  City  Court.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  county  clerk.  He  re- 
signed this  ollice  in  tlie  fall  of  18!)1  to  accept  the  appointment  by  Gov- 
ernor Hill  to  succeed  .liidge  Allen  (deceased)  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas.  In  18!)^'  he  was  the  successful  nominee  of  both  parties  to  suc- 
ceed himself  for  the  full  term  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  tlie  constitutional  convention  of  189-1,  and  through  the  op- 
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eration  of  the  new  Constitution  was  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
January  1,  1896. 

He  was  married  in  1887  to  Louise  M.  Boll,  of  this  city. 

As  a  member  of  Assembly  his  record  was  warmly  endorsed  by  the  Reform  Club 
of  Nevr  York.  He  was  one  of  the  two  members  who  persistently  refused  all  passes 
from  railway  corporations.  As  county  clerk  he  introduced  many  reforms  which 
relieved  wants  long  felt  by  practicing  lawyers.  During-  his  incumbency  of  the 
county  clerkship  he  endeared  himself,  probably  without  the  least  intention,  to  all 
historians  by  the  classifying  of  musty  records  two  hundred  years  old  that  had  been 
stored  for  years  in  the  courthouse.  Always  attentive  to  duty,  he  has  required  the 
same  attention  from  tliose  under  liim,  and  has  thus  earned  the  reputation  of  a  dis- 
ciplinarian. Though  the  youngest  judge  on  the  Common  Pleas  bench,  his  record 
was  most  satisfactory  to  both  the  bai'  and  the  public,  and  he  has  rapidly  acquired  a 
reputation  as  one  of  the  best  trial  judges  of  our  time. ' 


jIFFORD,  SILAS  DEVOL  (born  in  Columbia  County,  New 
Yorlv,  December  31,  1826  ;  died  at  Tucliahoe,  AYestchester 
County,  New  York,  September  15,  1895),  was  the  son  of  Isaac 
S.  Gilford  and  Annis  Ford.  His  father  was  a  prominent 
Baptist  minister,  while  his  grandfatlier,  Amaziah  Gilford,  served  in  the 
Continental  army  for  four  years.  Judge  Gilford  attended  tlie  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  was  prepared  for  college,  and  was  graduated 
from  AYilliams  College.  He  tatxght  school  for  one  year  at  Sleepy  Hol- 
low, Tarrytown.  Relinquishing  i^edagogy,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Honorable  Robert  S.  Hart,  of  AVhite  Plains,  New  York,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1852,  and  opened  an  office  in  Morrisania,  on  old  Fifth 
Street  (now  East  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Street,  New  York 
City). 

Becoming  prominent  in  his  profession  and  in  Republican  j)olitics, 
Judge  Gifford  was  appointed  town  superintendent  of  public  schools. 
In  1856  he  was  elected  jiistice  of  the  peace  and  re-elected  at  the  close 
of  his  term.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Morgan  surrogate 
of  AYestchester  Countj'  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Rob- 
ert H.  Coles.  He  was  elected  supervisor  of  Morrisania  in  1870  and  in 
1871  county  judge  of  Westchester.  He  remained  upon  the  bench 
until  1883.  Upon  his  retii'ement  he  Avas  presented  with  a  magnificent 
gavel  by  the  attaches  of  the  court  as  a  mark  of  aj)preciation  of  his 
courtesy  and  ability. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  recruiting  committee  during  the  Civil  AYar 
and  was  instrumental  in  raising  several  companies  of  volunteers.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Rae,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Jessie  and  Stanley  Pelham  Gifford.  The  latter  is  a  mining  engi- 
neer. In  April,  1873,  Judge  Gifford  changed  his  residence  from  Mor- 
risania, New  York,  to  Marble  Hall,  Tuckahoe,  AYestchester  County, 
where  he  resided  continuously  until  his  death. 

'  Brookt'  "History  of  Ihe  Common  Pleas,"|poge|131. 
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A I  I  111'  (■(iincniii^'  of  Ww  coiiiUy  roiii-i  of  Westclii'stcr,  :it  White 
riiiiiis,  (III  llic  (lay  I'ollowiiii;-  tlic  ilc.-itli  of  .Indite  (iilloid.  tlic  iircsiding 
jildnc,  lIoiKiiiililc  I.  \.  Mills,  siiid  : 

Tiic  SMil   iiilclli^ri'i >r  llic  (Iciilh  III'   lloiiiii-.ililc  Sil.-is  |).  (iill'di-d,  toniM-rly  lii'csid- 

i'liT  JikI;.''''  (il  lliis  ('(nii'l,  lias  hccii  (•(iiminiiiiciitcil  to  us  this  luoriiiiif;'.  .Imli^c  Gitt'ord 
was  fdi- (u-clvc  ycMi-s  the  prcsidiiifi'  jiiil^c  of  tliis  court.  No  (iiu;  was  ever  a  Ix-ltfi' 
,ju(l;;('  than  lie  Ih'  was  Icarncil  in  the  law.  possessed  of  the  soundest  practical 
sense,  of  ;,'i-eat  application  and  iiidusti'.v.  and  absolutely  impartial.  His  judicial 
record  will  loiinf  be  a  matter  of  just  pride  with  all  the  citizens  of  this  couuty.  This 
court  will  he  adjourned  over  the  day  and  also  the  day  of  the  fiiniT.-il. 


L1»KF.SLKK\  ]•;,  IIK.NUV  AUiKll  ( horn  ill  Dutchess  Comity, 
New  Yoi'k,  August  1,  1840),  is  descended  from  an  old  Dutch 
fiiiiiily,  :uid  w:is  Iirouiilit  up  on  his  fatiier's  farm  with  tlie 
liniitfd  educational  advantages  of  such  a  ])o.sitioii.  Jn  IsCi  he 
ii'ciiiii'il  a  (iiiiipaiiy  (Comjiaiiy  ('  of  tile  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  New 
York  \'(iiiiiiteers),  and  ]iartici]iate(l  with  liis  command  in  tlie  liattle  of 
(lettyslmvg and  tile  sub.seqiient  caniii.iign  in  Maiyland  and  \'iiginia.  In 
18C3  he  was  a.ssigned  to  special  duty  in  recruiting  :ind  forwarding 
troops,  hut  rciiuesting  active  service  with  his  regiment  again  in  1S64, 
was  with  Shcrnian  in  (leorgia,  :ind  until  the  close  of  the  w;ir.  He  was 
made  pidvost  marshal  of  tiie  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 
and  in  ist;.")  was  commissioned  major  and  breveted  lieutenant-colonel 
"  for  giillant  and  meritorious  service";  while  he  wtis  ccmgratiilated  by 
(ienerals  Slociini  and  Williams  for  his  services  liefore  the  capture  of 
Sa\aiiiiali. 

•Iiidgv  (iilder-sleeve  was  siibseipiently  connected  with  the  National 
Guard  of  New  York.  Ih^  was  commissioned  lieuteuantcolonel  of 
the  'r«ellili  Kegiment  in  1S70,  and  became  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  directors  of  tlie  Niitional  Kitle  Association,  serving  as  its  secretary, 
and  siibseciiieiitly  as  its  ])icsideiit.  He  was  captain  of  the  company 
of  American  riflemen  sent  to  Ireland  in  1875,  and  was  offered  by  Gov- 
ernor Dix  the  iiosiiion  of  general  inspector  of  ritle  practice  upon 
the  creation  of  that  oUice,  but  declined. 

I'lKin  his  return  from  the  field  Judge  Gildersleeve  studied  law  in 
New  Voik  City,  attending  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  ISiiCi.  He  acquired  a  successful  jiractice 
as  a  jury  lawyer  in  both  civil  and  criminal  case,s,  frequently  serving 
as  referee. 

In  1875  he  was  elected  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
New  York  City,  his  term  of  office  expiring  December  30,  1889.  In 
May,  18',»1,  Governor  Hill  appointed  him  a  justice  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  City  of  New  York,  while  the  following  fall  he  was  elected 
for  the  full  term  of  fourteen  years,  beginning  January  1,  1892.  Under 
the  Constitution  of  1894  he  was  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Very  few  of  liis  decisions  have  been  reversed  by  the  higher  courts. 
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ILLEN,  WILLIAM  W.  (born  in  New  York  City,  January  24, 
1853),  is  the  son  of  Francis  Gillen  and  Mary  Eoe.    His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  New  Yorl^  City,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  forwarding  business.     His  motlier  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Long  Island,  her  ancestors  having  emi- 
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gniti'd  Ir.iiu  iMiLiiiiiiil  ill  I  In-  ciiily  ii:iil  oT  llic  seventeenth  century. 
One  of  llifsc.  Aiiilivw  Messenger,  was  among  tlie  founders  of  the  town  of 
.T:iin:nc;i,  siiiiiiiit;-  the  pctitiim  to  have  the  town  set  off,  Marcli  K),  16/56,' 
ami  was  (Miiiaurd  ill  tlic  constiuction  of  tiic  old  Prcsbytei'ian  ('liiirch 
ill  .laniaii'a,  wliicli  was  llic  liist  I'liiircii  cililicr  huill  liy  that  di.'iioiiiina- 
tiou  ill  AiniTica. 

Al'ter  tiic  dcalli  oT  iiis  fatiicr,  Mr.  (Jillcii  iiiadf  his  liouic  w  itii  his 
unch'.  I[eni-y  W.  i\i>\\  land,  afterward  siiprrvisor  of  the  town  of 
.lainaica.  Here  lie  received  liis  education,  being  grailiiated  fioni  the 
high  school.  For  live  years  following  lUli  he  was  employed  in  his 
uncle's  store  at  (Queens.  In  1870  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Queens 
County  surrogate's  ofiice,  under  the  lale  Honorable  Alexander  Hayner, 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879.  From  IsTt!  to 
the  i)reseiit,  lui  iweiiiy  consecutive  years,  and  under  both  Republican 
and  Democratic  administrations,  Mr.  Gillen  lias  ])een  connected  with 
the  surrogate's  odice,  and  since  1SS5  has  been  chief  clerk.  Himself  a 
consistent  Republican,  his  experience  and  ability,  together  with  his 
knowledge  of  the  theory  and  ])ractice  of  the  law  relating  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  court,  have  recoiv(»d  the  a]>]ir(^ciation  of  surrogates  of  both 
political  faiths. 

As  a  luacricing  lawyer  Mr.  Gillen  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  successful 
business.  lie  makes  no  s])ecialties,  but  is  a  general  practitioner, 
presenting  his  cases  with  directness  and  ability  before  both  court  and 
jury. 

On  May  4,  ISSO,  he  was  married  to  Isabelle  Gary,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  .lainaica.  They  have  one  child,  Gwendolin 
Palmer  Gillen. 

Mr.  Gillen  is  a  member  of  the  Jamaica  Club,  and  is  a  .stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Hank  of  .lainaica  and  the  Jamaica  Savings  Bank.  He 
is  closely  iileiitilied  with  various  other  important  local  interests. 


LEASON,  JOHN  JOSEPH  (born  in  Flushing,  Long  Island, 
October  22, 1855),  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Gleason  and  Margaret 
Mulcahey,  both  descended  from  ancient  and  honorable  fam- 
ilies long  seated  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  He  was 
carefully  educated  in  private  schools  and  the  Fairchild  Institute  of 
Flushing,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School 
in  1877.  In  May  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Pough- 
keepsie.  New  York,  and  at  once  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Flushing, 
also  opening  an  office  in  New  York  City.  As  business  increased  the 
requirements  of  (wo  offices  became  exceedingly  onerous,  and  not 
infrequently,  after  working  during  office  hours  in  New  Y^ork,  he 
returned  to  Flushing  and  tried  suits  before  the  local  justices  at  night. 

"  "  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureh,  Jamaica,  Long  Island  "  (New  York,  I86i),  page  27. 
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Later  on,  witli  the  growtli  of  the  New  York  business,  the  office  in 
Flushing-  was  entirely  abandoned. 

Mr.  Gleason  has  continued  to  reside  at  Flusliing,  howe\rer,  and  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs  and  public  improvements.  As 
an  independent  Democrat  he  has  been  active  in  politics,  and  has  held 
some  local  offices.  His  professional  work  has  always  been  done  alone, 
lie  never  having  had  a  partner.  While  liis  practice  has  been  general 
in  scojDe,  the  larger  part  of  his  business  is  in  the  line  of  his  connection 
as  counsel  of  various  important  corporations  and  large  estates. 


OEBEL,  LEWIS  S.  (born  in  New  York  City,  July  9,  1839),  is 
the  son  of  Conrad  Goebel,  who,  coming  from  Germany  when 
a  yonng  man,  built  up  a  large  cabinet  furniture  business  in 
this  citj',  and  in  1854,  retiring  from  this  business,  removed  to 
the  Adirondack  Mountains  and  established  a  large  tannery  on  Schroon 
River,  in  AYarren  County.  ■ 

His  son  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  but  began 
early  to  master  his  father's  business,  with  the  thought  of  succeeding 
him.  But  business  reverses,  dui-ing  the  crisis  of  1857,  shattered  his  plan 
and  threw  him  upon  his  own  resources.  He  accompanied  his  father  to 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  but  soon  returned  to  this  city  to  complete 
his  education.  During  the  next  seven  years  he  pursued  his  studies, 
paying  his  way  by  teacliing  school  in  the  old  Eleventh  Ward.  He 
was  graduated  in  1864  from  the  Free  Academy  (now  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York),  and  two  years  later  was  graduated  from  the  Co- 
lumbia College  Law  School. 

Mr.  Goebel  began' the  practice  of  law  immediately  after  his  gradua- 
tion, and  rapidly  built  up  a  successful  general  civil  practice,  making  a 
specialty  of  real  estate,  surrogate,  and  equity  causes.  He  has  enjoyed 
special  clientage  among  German- Americans,  and  has  received  many 
political  honors  in  recognition  of  his  standing  as  representative  of  this 
element  of  our  population.  Always  a  consistent  Republican,  in  1875 
he  was  the  unsuccessful  candidate  of  that  party  for  civil  justice  in  the 
Seventh,  Eleventh,  and  Thirteenth  wards,  a  district  always  overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic.  In  1876  he  received  the  Republican  nomination  for 
iu.stice  of  the  Marine  (now  City)  Court,  and,  while  not  elected,  ran 
ahead  of  the  Hayes  electoral  ticket  by  1,500  votes.  In  1884  he  received 
the  nomination  for  State  Senator  in  the  old  sixth  district,  and  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  in  the  face  of  the  usual  Democratic  major- 
ity of  7,000. 

While  in  the  Senate  Mr.  Goebel  was  active  in  the  support  of  many 
measures  beneficial  to  the  city  of  New  York,  his  chief  work  being  in 
the  direction  of  the  police  pension  and  firemen's  pension  bills,  both  of 
which  became  laws.  He  also  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  public 
school  legislation  of  that  day,  and  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  the 
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board  of  ('(liicMtioii  in  tlir  form  of  n  Ihittci'inu'  resolution.  In  18S5 
he  was  appointed  scIkkiI  liiistee  for  liie  Kievenlli  Ward,  was  i'ea]i- 
pointed  and  served  milil  l.'^'.M.  wlien  lie  I'esiuned,  owin.i;  lo  iiis  removal 
from  the  ward.  He  was  ciiairman  of  tlie  hoard  for  four  siu'cessive 
terms.  In  IHS.")  he  was  also  tlu;  Rej)ul>lican  candidate  for  county 
clerk,  and  in  1886  received  the  nomination  for  re.cister,  in  botli  in- 
stances running  ahead  of  his  ticket  ])y  many  votes.  In  the  latter  con- 
test he  received  20,000  more  votes  tlian  any  other  candidate  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  this  bein>,^  the  famous  ••  trianjiular *'  contest  in 
which  Maj'or  Hewitt  was  elec-ted  against  llciny  (leorge  and  'I'lieodore 
Roose\elt. 

Mr.  ((oeliel  lias  a  summer  cottage  in  tiie  .\dirondack  Mountains, 
where  he  spends  several  months  each  year.  He  was  married  in  18Gt!, 
and  has  live  children.  The  oldest  son,  George  C.  Goebel,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  New  York  Law  School,  and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  l)usi- 
ness.  Another  son,  Lewis  S.  Goebel,  .luiuoi',  is  a  student  in  the  College 
of  the  (Mtv  of  Xew  York. 


REENBAUM,  SAMUEL  (born  in  London,  England,  January 
'2o.  1S,54-),  is  the  son  of  Lewis  (JretMiliaum  and  Kachel  Schles- 
inger,  and  came  to  this  country  wit  ii  ids  jyarents  when  two 
years  of  ;ige.  Tlis  father  engaging  in  business  in  New  York, 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  1S7l'  was  graduated  from 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  After  his  graduation  he  was 
appointed  a  teacher  in  Grammar  School  No.  59,  in  East  Fifty-seventh 
street,  and  held  this  position  for  hve  years,  at  the  same  time  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  Van  Siclen.  Gildersleeve  &  Baldwin.  In  bs75  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Cobunbia  College  Law  School,  and  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

He  continued  his  connection  with  Van  Siclen,  Gildersleeve  &  Bald- 
win until  1877,  when  he  established  an  office  on  his  own  account.  He 
practiced  alone  successfully  for  some  years,  but  in  1884  formed  a  legal 
partnership  with  Daniel  P.  Hays,  which  has  continued  to  the  present 
time,  under  the  fii-m  name  of  Hays  &  Greenbaum.  This  firm  enjoys  a 
large  general  practice,  including  real  estate,  commercial,  bankruptcy, 
insurance,  patent,  ami  corpoiation  litigations.  They  are  attorneys  for  a 
number  of  well-known  corporations.  Mr.  Greenbaum  has  recently 
been  cotmsel  in  several  important  bankruptcy  cases,  including  the 
notable  diamond  cutters'  case,  testing  the  contract  labor  law,  in  the 
evidence  of  which  the  entire  history  of  the  diamond  cutters'  industry 
in  the  United  States  was  brought  out.  His  firm  were  also  counsel  for 
General  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  who  succeeded  Sheriff  Flack  at  the  time  of 
the  investigation  made  by  the  Fassett  committee  of  the  abuses  in  the 
sheriff's  office  in  this  city.  Under  their  advice  as  counsel.  General 
Sickles  reorganized  the  ottice,  the  reforms  being  made  permanent  by 
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legislation  formulated  by  these  lawyers,  in  collaboration  witli  the  Fas- 
sett  committee. 

Mr.  Clreenbaum  is  actively  interested  in  reform  and  educational 
work  in  this  city.  He  is  president  of  the  Aguilar  Free  Library,  fii'st 
vice-president  of  the  Educational  Alliance  (and  has  been  active  in  the 
erection  of  new  buildings  for  this  philanthropj^),  and  was  formerly 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  various  benevolent  enterf)rises,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Reform  Club  and  the  Bar  Association. 

He  was  married,  March  13, 1888,  to  Selina,  daughter  of  Israel  Ullman, 
of  this  city.     They  have  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 


ROSS,  MICHAEL  Q.:  (born  in  New  York  City,  February  18, 
1838),  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Marguerite  Gross,  his  ancestry 
being  German  on  the  side  of  his  father  and  Dutch  on  that  of 
his  mother.  Ili^  father  came  to  .New  York  from  Hesse  about 
1830.  Judge  Gross  received,  his  earlj^  education  in  one  of  the  New 
York  schools,  where  instruction  was  accorded  both  in  English  and 
German.  At  eleven  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  the  countrj% 
and  for  three  years  he  experienced  the  life  of  a  farmer's  boy.  His 
father  proposed  to  send  him  to  Germany  to  comi^lete  his  education  ; 
but  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Franklin's  "  Autobiography,"  of  which 
he  was  an  infatuated  reader,  he  preferred  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  came  to  New  York,  living  with  his  uncle 
and  engaging  in  mercantile  work,  while  at  the  same  time  attending  a 
night  school  and  pursuing  the  study  of  grammar  and  Latin.  Later  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Ullman  &  Egan,  and  made  such  progress  that 
a  large  share  of  the  business  presently  devolved  upon  his  shoulders. 
Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  in  1857  he  remained  with  Mr.  Egan, 
and,  although  but  nineteen  years  of  age  (and  two  years  before  he  could 
be  legally  admitted  to  the  bar),  became  a  partner.  This  association 
continued  until  Judge  Gross's  election  to  the  Marine  Court. 

From  about  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Gross  has  been  active  in  politics. 
When  but  eighteen  a  strenuous  effort  was  made  to  nominate  him — in 
ignorance-of -the  fact  ofhis  minority— a's  an  anti-machine  candidate 
for  school  commissioner  on  the' Democratic  ticket.  In  1860,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  New  York  Cit}^  and  three,  times  re-elected.  In  1865  he 
was  elected  judge  of  the  Marine  (now  City)  Court,  to.  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  Florence  McCarthy,  and  in  1869  was  re- 
elected for  the  regular  term  of  six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
period  he  resumed  his  private  practice,  which  he  has  successfully 
prosecuted  since,  enjoying  a  general  business  in  civil  cases,  and  making 
a  specialty  of  real  estate,  wills,  and  all  lines  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Surrogate's  Court. 
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AVliile  a  jiislici'  of  tlir  Maiiiic  Coiirl  .liid^i'  (Jross  relorini'il  the 
nietliod  (>r  issuing-  warrants,  wliicli  liad  iMTiniltcd  a  \vi'l('-s]irca(l  per- 
versitiii  (if  llii'  ends  of  jiistici'  for  lilackiiiailiii^-  iiui]i()scs.     I'lidtT  the 


old  system  the  clerk  ol'  the  court,  on  his  own  cognizance,  issued  war- 
rants upon  any  complaint.  The  execution  of  these  wlien  the  court 
was  not  sitting  permitted  arrests  without  opportunity  of  getting  bail ; 
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and  innocent  parties  were  thus  frequently  foi'ced  to  "  settle"  trumped- 
up  cases  to  escape  temporary  imprisonment.  Judge  G-ross  induced 
his  associates  to  unite  with  him  in  an  order  of  the  court  prohibiting 
the  issuance  of  warrants  except  upon  affidavit  of  the  complainant,  and 
tlien  only  after  the  same  had  been  examined  and  an  order  endorsed  by 
one  of  the  judges. 

A  remarkable  decision  was  handed  down  by  Judge  Gross  in  certain 
cases  of  contracts  where  the  parties  had  stipulated  that  freight  charges 
should  be  paid  in  gold.  Gold  was  then  at  a  premium,  but  the  defend- 
ants claimed  immunity  from  their  contract  obligations  under  the  legal 
tender  act  of  Congress,  claiming  that  a  tender  of  greenbacks,  under 
tliis  act,  discharged  the  obligation.  This  view  had  been  sustained  in 
the  higher  courts  of  appeal  of  New  York,  but  Judge  Gross  held  for 
the  complainants,  alleging  that  the  inviolability  of  contracts,  freely 
entered  into  by  competent  iiarties,  was  a  constitutional  right  which 
no  Congressional  act  could  impair.  Coming  from  a  lower  court,  in  the 
face  of  contrary  decisions  by  the  higher  tribunals,  this  ruling  caused 
a  sensation  ;  but  Judge  Gross  afterward  had  the  satisfaction  of  having 
the  soundness  of  his  position  affirmed  by  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  which  declared  the  legal  tender  act  unconstitutional. 


ROSSE,  EDWARD  P.  (born  in  Dresden,  Germany,  January 
16,  184:5),  is  the  son  of  August  and  Marie  Grosse.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Dresden;  coming  to  this 
country,  he  stiidied  law  with  Henry  Wehle,  of  New  York,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  city  October  29,  1S78.  Since  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  he  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  this  city. 

He  is  an  influential  representative  of  the  German- American  element 
of  this  city,  and  has  done  much  work  as  assistant  editor  and  as  a  con- 
tributor to  the  German  press.  He  contributed  to  various  magazines  in 
Germany,  and  for  seven  years  has  served  as  editor  on  the  different 
German  newspapers  of  New  York  City.  For  three  years  he  was  on  the 
staff  of  the  New  York  Staatszeitung. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  the  tenth  district  of  this 
city  in  1880,  was  deputy  assistant  district  attorney  of  the  city  from 
1889  to  1890,  and  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the  third  New  York 
district  since  September  28,  1894. 


ROUT,  EDWARD  MARSHALL  (born  in  New  York  City, 
October  27,  1861),  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  at  Colgate  Academy  and 
Colgate  University,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1884. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Arnoux,  Ritch  &  Woodford  of  this 
city,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn  in  December,  1885. 
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From   this  (lay  tn  tlic  i^resent   he  has   practiccil   law   ('(inliniKiusly  in 
New   York  ami    lirnoklyii.     Tlis   cases   include  tiie  .loliii  Y.   McKiine 
prosecutidu.  and  important  street  I'ailway  ]itip,:itions  in  Brooklyn. 
Mr.  (Hoiit   was  a    piiv.ite   in  the  'rwenty-third.  Regiment,  National 
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Guard  of  New  York.  I'roni  1S8T  to  1S!)2,  and  in  January,  1894,  was 
ajipointed  jndp-e  advocate,  with  tlie  rank  of  major,  of  tlie  Second  Bri- 
gade. In  June,  is'j.j,  he  was  elected  alumni  trustee  of  Colgate  Univer- 
sity, the  first  ever  elected  by  the  graduates.  In  1S95  he  was  also 
Democratic  candidate  for  mayor  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn. 
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RUBER,  ABRAHAM  (born  in  New  York  City,  Marcli  12, 
1861),  is  tlie  son  of  Cliarles  and  Mary  Grnber,  who  emigrated 
to  tlie  United   States  early  in  life.    He  was  educated  in 
Grammar  School  No.  15  of  this  city,  and  for  one  year  pur- 
sued the  commercial  course  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
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ceawin;;' iittfiulniicf  III  rdiirlfcii  ycms  of  ;ii;'c.  Dctciiiiininn-  to  liccoiiie 
a  lawyci'.  lie  did  all  liis  law  iradiiiu'  al  lioiiic  or  in  llic  oflicc  of" 
Slilliiiaii  l'\  Kni'i'laiid,  ol'  lliis  city.  Iiiiiin'ilialcly  al'liT  iiis  admission 
Id  iIii>  har.  ill  May.  1  ss-j,  |i(.  Iicyan  lo  inaclicc  in  New  Voi-l\.  where  lie 
li.as  colli iiiiionsly  pracriced  since,  Imildin^  up  a  valuable  business. 
Anioiii;-  liis  cases  of  note  in  ilie  Conit  of  Appeals  may  be  mentioned 
those  of  >biriiii  /'.v.  (lilhert  dl'.i  X.  V.  i^OS)  and  Wise  »«.  Grant  (UO 
N.  Y.  .'''.i-ii.  in  both  of  wlucii  he  raised  new  cpieslions  of  law  and 
succeeded  in  his  contention,  establisliinir  new  precedents. 

Mi-,  (.'riilier  is  an  active  Kei)ub]ican,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
]ironiineiii  in  ihe  coiiiiciis  of  his  party  in  tlie  State  and  city  of  New 
^cl|■k.  lb'  has  held  various  oflices  in  the  party  organization,  and  is 
now  a  nieinber  of  ihe  Republican  committee  of  the  county  of  New 
York,  as  al.so  of  the  executive  cominittee  of  the  State  committee. 
When  he  was  mentioned  in  ls'.i8  as  a  candidate  for  deiiuty  attorney- 
general  in  Ihe  ciiy  of  New  York.  Mr.  .Iiistice  Robert  A.  Van  Wyck, 
in  a  leiicr  to  iioiioralile  'i'heodore  E.  Hancock,  recently  elected 
alloincy  general  r.\'  the  State,  said  of  Mr.  (Trnber: 

He  has  tried  a  mmiln'r  of  oaiisos  before  me,  and  some  time  a<?o  I  stated  fi'om  the 
beiicli  that  he  had  in  the  cause  there  on  trial  made  tlie  most  ma.sterly  and  oonvine- 
ing  elosinjj  addre.ss  to  the  jui'V  that  had  ever  been  made  in  a  trial  before  me ;  and 
his  subsequent  bearinfj  and  conduct  in  ti-ials  has  convinced  me  that  my  measure  of 
liis  ability  then  was  more  than  justified. 


^ILUVEl?.  WrLLTA>r  CURTIS  (born  in  Norwich,  Connec- 
ricut,  April  8.  iS-i'J),  is  the  sou  of  John  Putnam  Gulliver  and 
Frances  Curtis.  His  father  was  professor  of  the  relations 
of  Christianity  to  the  secular  sciences  at  Andover  Theolo- 
logical  Seminary.  Mr.  Gulliver  is  lineally  descended  from  Anthony 
Gulliver  who,  born  in  Englaml  in  KUft,  enngrated  to  America  twenty- 
six  years  later,  settling  in  Massachu.setts,  which  the  family  continued 
to  make  its  home  down  to  the  pi-esent  generation.  Gershom  Gulliver, 
Mr.  (iiilliver's  great  grandfather,  was  one  of  the  "nunute-men"  at  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  and  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Dorchester 
Heights.  His  grandfather.  Jolin  Gulliver,  was  a  member  of  the  "New 
England  (inards,"  on  duty  in  protecting  the  Charleston  Navy  Y'ard 
dining  the  War  of  181-2.  Later  he  became  connected  with  large  mer- 
cantile interests  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  and  was  married  to  Sarah 
Putnam,  a  descendant  of  a  brother  of  (leneial  Israel  Putnam.  Through 
his  mother,  a  daughter  of  Elizur  Curtis  of  Torringford,  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Gulliver  is  descended  from  Governor  William  Bradford. 

He  pursued  his  jirejiaiatory  studies  in  the  Free  Academy,  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  and  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  being 
graduated  from  the  latter  in  1865.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale 
College  with   honors  in  1S7U,  subsequently  receiving  tlie   dea-ree  of 
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master  of  arts.  He  studied  law  with  the  New  York  firm  of  Alex- 
ander &  Green,  at  the  same  time  attending  the  Columbia  College 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  The  same  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  and  has  since  practiced 
here.     He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Alexander  &  Green. 


■WILLIAM   CURTIS   GULLIVEK. 


Mr.  Gulliver's  practice  has  chiefly  been  in  the  domain  of  corporation 
law.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  reorganization  of  various  corpo- 
rate enterprises,  such  as  the  sugar  trust,  the  lead  trust,  the  cordage 
trust,  and  numerous  railroad  companies.  He  has  also  been  active  in 
various  litigations  of  such  general  interest  as  the  Broadway  Sui'face 
Railroad  cases  and  the  income  tax  cases.     He  is  a  member  of  the 
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University,  ("ciitiiiy.  I'liioii.  riiivfisity  Atlilctic,  Coiintry,  Uidiuy.  ;m<l 
Lawyers'  eliihs,  :is  wrll  ;is  ol'  tlic  Xew  York  Bar  and  Yale  Aliiimii 
associations.  Jle  was  (Hif  ol  tlif  or^aiii/.iTs  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  City 
Club. 


rTlllilK.  WILLIAM  DAMKKOX  (l.oiii  in  Sau  Fraa- 
cisco,  Caiilniiii;i.  iMhiiiary  3,  1859),  is  tlie  son  of  George 
Wliitiii'x  <iiilliiii'  and  Kmnia  (tossoii.  He  received  liis 
early  cdncalinn  in  I'ai'is.  where  iiis  family  lived  from 
1801  until  ISTii.  'I'lh'  twi>  years  followini;-  were  spent  at  school  in 
Enuland.  IL'  iln'ii  retained  to  this  cunntry.  and  after  two  years' 
attendance  at  the  ]iid'lic  schools  in  New  York  City  he  was  obliged 
to  support  himscll.  lie  entered  the  office  of  lilatchford,  Seward, 
Griswold  &  Da  Costa  as  clerk  and  stenographer  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, studying  indefatigably  at  night,  reading  law  and  pursuing  other 
studies.  At  the  end  of  four  years  he  gave  up  active  work  in  the 
oflSce  for  a  year  and  attended  Cohnubia  College  Law  School,  car- 
rying the  work  of  junior  and  senior  classes  at  the  same  time,  com- 
pleting the  course  in  one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New 
York  City  in  May,  ISSO.  Returning  to  the  office  of  Blatchford, 
Seward,  (Ji  is  wold  &  Da  Costa  as  managing  clerk,  in  three  years' 
time  was  adnntted  to  the  tirm,'  while  in  IHS.")  the  firm  was  reorganized 
as  Seward,  Da  Costa  &  Guthrie,  and  subsequently  changed  to  the  pres- 
ent style  of  Seward,  Guthrie,  Morawetz  &  Steele. 

Since  his  adndssion  to  the  bar,  a  large  share  of  the  important  busi- 
ness of  the  lirm  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Guthrie.  In  jury  cases,  he 
has  been  signally  succ(>ssful  and  has  shown  ability  in  unraveling  many 
complicated  equity  cases,  liis  lirm  has  always  represented  large  in- 
terests, and  he  has  been  connected  with  heavy  financial  transactions 
and  has  successtnlly adjusted  many  comjilicated  matters  incorporation 
reorganizations.  His  arguments  in  the  income  tax  cases  and  in  other 
important  matters  have  attracted  the  attention  of  lawyers  and  judges 
by  reason  of  their  force,  literary  merit,  and  scholarship. 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  paid  large  attention  to  general  literature.  Few 
college  men  have  wider  classical  attainments  or  a  greater  familiarity 
with  the  works  of  the  great  orators  and  with  English  and  Fi'ench 
literature.  He  has  prepared  and  delivered  various  addresses  upon  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  lives  of  leading  generals  of  the  war  as  well  as 
upon  legal  and  literary  subjects.  While  devotion  to  his  profession  is 
thorough  and  unremitting,  concentrating  all  his  eiforts  thereon,  he  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  politics  and  has  achieved  success  as  a  political 
orator. 
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AHLO,  LOUIS  HERBERT  (boru  in  New  York  City,  January 
17,  1865),  is  the  son  of  Herman  Hahlo  and  Rebecca  Hoexter, 
both   born  in  Germany.     He  was   educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city  and  at  tlie  College  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1SS4.     His  legal  studies  were  pursued 
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in  llic  ollicc  i)\'  riliiiticiisi  irl  iV  llirscli.  lie  :ils(i  tiKik  :i  I'lill  cMiiise  at 
("olumliin  ('(lll('^■t■  \/.\\\  Schdnl,  Ik  iiii;-  liiadiialfd  in  l.s.'-:(;,  and  was 
admitted  to  tile  liar  in  .\r\\  \nrk  in  May  of  tin'  same  year.  lie  lias 
practiced  conlinunnsly  simr  in  New  York  Ciry,  conlininL;-  liiniscir 
^principally  to  (Mnini'irial  \:i\\.  in  \\  liidi  he  lias  Imill  ii|>  a  siilislantial 
business. 

Ml',  ilaldo  has  always  lieen  a  Deinociat.  In  ls;t-_' jind  ls'.t:5  he  was  a 
meiiiher  of  the  Assembly  from  tiie  tweiity-lirst  distiict  of  liie  city, 
beiuii'  the  lii'st  Democrat  ever  elected  from  that  district.  While  in  tlie 
Assembly  lie  served  on  I  lie  judiciary  committee  wliich  investi<i,ated  the 
charg'es  against  .Iiid,ye  Maynard.  then  of  tin-  Court  of  .\i)i)eals.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  codes  coniniit lee,  and  was  chairman  foi'  two 
years  of  the  committee  on  charitable  and  reliiiious  institutions,  lie 
introduced  le<i:islation  designed  In  modify  the  existing  incongruities 
in  the  huv  of  debtor  and  creditor,  including  a  bill  abolishing  all 
preferences  by  insohcnt  debtors. 

Mr.  Ilahlo  is  a  ineinl)er  of  f  he  Progress,  Democratic,  and  Young  Men's 
Independent  clubs,  and  tiie  Tainniany  Six'iety,  as  also  of  many 
charitable  institutions. 


ALL,  LliXEST  (boin  in  London,  Kngland,  October  :i4,  1>>44), 
is  the  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Mary  A.  Hall.  His  father  was 
an  artist  and  engraver,  well  known  in  London  and  New- 
York.  Judge  Hall  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at 
Morrisania.  New  Y^ork,  studied  law  in  the  oifices  of  Carpentier  &  Beach, 
of  tliis  city,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  the  University 
of  New  York  in  \.S(k>.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  this  city  in 
July  of  the  same  year,  and  at  once  commenced  practice  at  Morrisania, 
which  community  was  annexed  as  a  district  of  New  Y'ork  City  in  1874. 
For  six  years,  beginning  with  January  1,  1882,  he  was  justice  of  the 
City  Court  of  New  Y^ork.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he  was  the  Republican 
ami  Reform  candidate  for  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  failed  of 
election  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket. 

During  the  Civil  War,  in  June  and  July,  1803,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Seventy-first  Regiment,  New  Y^'ork  State  Militia,  while  he  served 
in  the  United  States  navy  from  August,  18(!4,  to  May,  1865,  and 
participated  in  both  battles  of  Fort  Fischer,  in  North  Carolina. 
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ARTLEY,  EDWARD  (born  in  Portland,  Maine,  October  4, 
1S35),  is  tlie  son  of  Honorable  John  F.  Hartley,  for  many 
years,  inclnding  the  period  of  the  Civil  War,  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  United  States  Treasury,  and  Martha  F.  King, 
both  of  Saco,  Maine,  and  of  Pnritan  descent,  the  original  American 
ancestor  of  each  coming  to  this  country  prior  to  1640.     He  was  fitted 
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I'dl- ccillri;-!' ;il  Shmdisli  Ac;i(lriii \  .  Si imd  isli.  M:iilic.  iilid  \v;is  LiT;i(lli;itecl 
rroiii  ('()liiiiil>i;iii  ( '(>llcL;r,  \\';isliiii.i:t(iii.  District  nl'  Coliiiiiltia,  in  .Iiiih', 
1S.".4.  lie  ifnij  l;i\\  with  I  l()ii(ii:il)li'  (icor.u'c  V.  Shipley,  of  l*oitl:ni<l, 
Miiiiif,  ;irifi'\\;iril  Inili'd  Stntrs  circuit  jiul^e,  niid  was  adiiiitled  to  the 
Poitland  liai'  in  Sc|itfinl)iT,  Is.'ii;. 

Heat  once  ctiniincnccd  tiic  inacticcol'  law  in  Monliccjio,  Minnesota, 
a  year  later  reniovinn-  to  Minneajiolis.  Durinii-  his  western  practice  he 
was  coniisel  for  the  (hdViisf  in  t  lie  <'eh'lirated  Jackson  nmrder  casein 
Wriii'lit  <'iiiinl\.  M  iiincsota.  \\  hich  was  followed  l)y  tlie  lyucliiiin'  of 
t  lie  dcfeiidanl  on  his  ret  urn  home  after  ac(|nittal.  lie  was  also  connsel 
for  the  riotei's  in  the  onthreak  which  ininiedialely  followed,  (Ini'iiig 
which  Wriy-ht  I'onnty  was  placeil  undi-r  martial  law  by  Governor 
Silihy.  In  1S.")S  he  w;is  |irose(aitin,ii  attorney  of  Wrig'ht  Connty.  The 
Civil  War  hicakiny-  ont  soon  after,  lie  entered  the  army  as  captain  of 
CV)nii)any  K  of  the  Kiuhtli  Uejiiinent,  Minnesota  volnnteers,  and  served 
nntil  the  si>rin<i- of  l><ii:'.,  when  he  resi<ii;ned  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
War  Department  at  \\'asliin,<;ton.  lie  was  special  a^ent  of  the  Treas- 
nry  DepartnnMit  fi-om  ls!;4  to  JsTo.  Dnring-  the  raid  of  Early  npon 
A\'ashinii-ton  heserwd  in  the  War  Department  Inittalion. 

In  IsTo  he  remo\ed  to  New  York  City,  since  which  time  his  practice 
has  lieen  largely  in  the  I'nited  States  conrts  and  l)efore  the  Supreme 
Court  at  ^^'ashin^ton.  lie  has  been  connected  in  New  York  with 
nearly  all  the  pionnnent  I'evenne  cases  since  1870,  and  in  later  years 
has  been  especially  occii]iied  with  questions  aflecting  coal-tar  and  its 
products,  and  other  (pn-slions  requiriiii;-  expert  chemical  knowledge 
and  research.  In  his  Supreme  Conrt  practice  at  Washington  he  was 
counsel  in  Morrison  r.s.  Arthur  (0(1  U.S.  108\  touching  crepe  veils; 
Arthur  rx.  Sussfeld  (!t(i  U.  S.  128),  involving  the  scope  of  similitude 
law;  Robertson  /'.v.  Bradbury  (132  U.  S.  491),  affecting  the  duty  on 
charges;  Mason  rx.  IJobertson  ( l;>!)  V.  S.  (124),  affecting  the  duty  on 
bichromate  of  soda ;  and  American  Net  and  Twine  Company  vs. 
Worthingtou,  involving  the  question  of  commercial  designation. 


AWKS,  .lA.MKS  WILLIAM  i  born  in  Chatham.  Massachusetts, 
.Inly  0,  1844 1,  is  the  son  of  James  llawes  inid  Susannah  Tay- 
lor, and  is  lineally  deiscended  from  Edmond  llawe.s,  who 
came  from  Kimland  in  1(13.">,  and  was  pnmiinent  in  the  affairs 
of  Plymouth  Colony,  lie  is  also  descended  from  Stephen  Hopkins, 
one  of  the  passengers  of  the  Jfa/^/fower.  He  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  imblic  .schools  and  the  high  .school  of  Chatham,  Massachu- 
setts, was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  at  the  head  of  his  class  in 
1866,  attended  the  Harvard  Law  School  one  year,  being  at  the  same 
timf»  instnn-tor  in  mathematics  in  the  college,  spent  .some  months  in 
the  ollice  of  Hawkins  &  Cothren,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  admitted  to 
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the  New  York  bar  in  November,  1868.    He  has  continviously  practiced 
in  this  city  since. 

Among  his  interesting  cases  are  the  following  :  Miner  vs.  Beekman 
(50  N.  Y.  337),  first  determining  the  statnte  of  limitations  in  this  State 
applicable  to  an  action  to  redeem  mortgaged  premises  ;   Harper  vs. 


Shoppell  (23  Blatchf.  431),  involving  qnestions  under  the  copyright  law ; 
Smith  va.  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company  (42  Hnn  4.54"),  holding 
that  in  furnishing  stock  q notations  a  telegraph  company  is  a  quasi 
common  carrier  and  mnst  serve  the  public  without  discrimination ; 
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Reiss  vs.  New  York  Steam  Company  (128  N.  Y.  lua),  relating  to  the 
proof  necessary  fo  establish  np<rli<i('nce  in  the  management  of  steam 
api)aratMs;  Ninllin,ii-er  r-s.  Hei'nlieimcr  (i;J3  N.  Y.  45),  liolding  a  sub- 
l)artner  iMiliilfd  In  an  account  of  the  business  of  the  lii'in  ;  Francis  vs. 
New  York  Sirimi  ( 'otnpany  (1 14  N.  Y.  3S(»),  in  which  he  sought  to  hold 
a  ])assenger  on  a  hdrsc-car  in  a  city  to  the  same  Jiieasure  of  care 
respccliug  ('x]i(isiiii'  of  his  pcison  onf  of  a  wimiow  as  on  a  railroad 
car;  l'eoi)le  ex  rcl.  Hari-on  rs.  .Martin  (4s  State  \\.  2SS),  wliere,  as 
counsel  for  the  l{t>i)ubli('an  county  coniniittee,  he  ajjidied  foi-  a  writ 
(if  prohiliilinn  auainsi  tlie  lioaiil  oi'  police  to  olitain  a  ilecisidn  on  the 
ipiestion  of  what  conslitutcd  a  (pioruni  of  insi)cctors  of  election.  Tie 
was  counsel  foi-  one  of  the  defendants  in  ilelden  rx.  Huike,  involving 
§i8,ti(M),000  of  the  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Colurnlnis,  Hocking  Valley  & 
Toledo  Kailway  Company  (3:?  State  R.  lulii.  20  Sujii).  :5'_'0,  72  Tlun 
511  In  is'.to.  ai)i)earing  before  the  board  of  health,  he  successfully 
defended  tile  New  York  Steam  Company  against  a  proceeding  to 
declare  its  pipes  in  Broadway  a  nuisance.  In  1S84,  as  counsel  for 
.loliii  N.  Stearns  and  other  tax  ])ayers,  he  conducted  an  examination  of 
tile  jiark  commissioners  under  secti(m  00  of  the  Consolidation  Act. 

Mr.  Ilawes  ])articipated  Iti  tiie  overthrow  of  Tweed  in  1^71,  and  has 
been  active  in  tiie  cause  of  good  government  in  New  York  City  from 
tluit  time  to  tiu'  present.  He  was  one  of  the  Cooper  Union  committee 
of  fifty-three  cho.sen  in  1SS4  to  secure  reform  measures  at  Albany,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  sub-conunittee  that  did  the  actual  work  of  that 
committee.  Previously,  in  1888,  he  had  been  chosen  one  of  the  (,'ooper 
I  nion  committee  of  sixty  to  secure  legislation  looking  to  an  increased 
water  supply  by  an  economical  method,  free  from  partisan  control. 
In  1885  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  comnnttee  that  drafted  and 
submitted  to  the  Legislature  a  constitutional  amendment  separating 
municiind  from  State  elections,  and  was  a  member  of  the  comnnttee  of 
the  Republican  Club  which,  in  Au,uust,  1S8."),  successfully  advocated 
before  the  Rejmblican  State  comnnttee  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
delegates  to  State  conventions.  In  ISSt)  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  iMnsic  citizen.s'  comnnttee  of  one  hundred,  and  was  a 
member  of  its  executive  committee  and  chairman  of  the  sub-committee 
on  its  general  policy.  In  ISSrt  he  was  chairman  of  the  joint  connnittee 
of  the  Kepulilican  Club  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  Young  Men's 
Democratic  clubs  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  the  City  Reform  Club, 
and  three  other  oigani/ations  to  secure  an  affirmative  vote  of  the  peo- 
l)le  on  the  question  of  calling  a  constitutional  convention.  He  was 
chairman  in  1893  and  1894  of  the  comnnttee  of  the  Republican  Club, 
which  drafted  and  submitted  amendments  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention of  1894  which  became  the  basis  of  part  of  its  action.  In  1891 
he  was  chalrnum  of  a  committee  that  prepared  a  bill  for  compulsory 
voting.  He  has  also  been  the  instigator  of  various  uioveiuents  to 
secure  ballot  reform. 
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He  has  been  active  in  connection  with  the  management  of  tlie 
Republican  party,  serving  as  an  oiBcer  of  Assembly  district  organiza- 
tions, a  member  of  the  county  committee,  and  a  delegate  to  State 
conventions.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  League 
of  the  United  States  in  1887,  and  the  first  chairman  of  the  executive 
•committee  of  the  ISTew  York  Republican  State  Leagne.  In  1881  and 
1882  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  New  York  City, 
and  in  that  body  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  law  department. 
In  1885  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  justice  of  the  City  Court 
(in  1895  declining  the  Anti-Tammany  nomination  for  the  same  office), 
and  in  1890  was  Anti-Tammany  candidate  for  president  of  the  board 
of  aldermen.  From  1882  to  188i  he  was  president  of  the  Republican 
Club  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  chairman 
of  its  executive  committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of 
the  city,  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Harvard  Club  in  1887,  and 
is  a  member,  and  in  1881  and  1882  was  president,  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Alumni  in  New  York. 

He  was  a  regular  contributor  to  "Appletons'  American  Cyclopeedia'' 
from  1873  to  1876,  to  "Appletons'  Annual  Cyclopaedia"  for  several 
years,  and  to  Kiddle  and  Schem's  "  Cyclopsedia  of  Education  "  (1877). 
He  is  author  of  "Legislative  Reform"  {Columbia  Jurist,  January  21, 
1886) ;  "The  New  Constitution  of  Brazil"  {Overland  MontMy,  Febru- 
ary, 1892) ;  and  "The  Guarany  "  {Overland  MontJdy,  1893),  a  Brazilian 
romance  translated  from  the  Portuguese.  In  1881  he  delivered  an 
address  on  Gai-field  before  the  board  of  aldermen  in  this  city,  and  has 
delivered  addi-esses  on  public  and  political  subjects  on  other  important 
occasions. 


AYS,  DANIEL  PEIXOTTO  (born  in  Pleasantville,  West- 
chester County,  New  York,  March  28,  1854),  is  the  son  of 
David  Hays  and  Judith  Peixotto,  and  a  direct  descendant 
of  Jacob  Hays,  who  was  high  constable  of  New  York 
during  the  i^eriod  of  the  Revolution.  His  great-grandfather  served 
with  credit  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the 
homestead  purchased  by  him  at  the  close  of  that  memorable  struggle 
is  still  in  possession  of  Mr.  Hays.  Mr.  Hays  attended  the  Thirteenth 
Street  public  school  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1873.  Entering  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School,  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  Having  accepted  a 
position  as  office  boy  in  the  law  office  of  Carpentier  &  Beach  while 
pursuing  his  studies,  at  the  time  of  his  graduation  he  had  advanced 
to  the  position  of  managing  clerk  with  this  firm,  and  in  1877  was 
taken  into  partnership  with  the  senior  member,  ex-Judge  Beach,  the 
new  fii-m  becoming  Beach  &  Hays.  A  few  months  later,  on  the  death 
of  Judge  Beach,  Mr.  Hays  formed  a  copartnership  with  James  S.  Car- 
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pentier,  the  rciiKiinini:-  iiinnlicr  of  tlic  (il<l  liiin.  \\  lii<-li  \\:is  iii;iiiil:iin('(l 
until  tlio  (Icatli  of  tlic  l;illc:  in  ls,s."i.  lli-  tlieii  hccMiiit'  associnlcd  with 
Mr.  Saiiiiici  (ii'cfiihaiiiii  umlrr  ilic  lucsciit  linn  style  of  Hays  &  Cireeii- 
baiiiii. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Hays  ranks  ainoni;-  tiie  U^aders  of  his  profcssifjii. 
He  has  inanajied  witii  aliilil.v  ami  success  Tiiany  important  cases  that 
have  conu>  before  the  Neu  Vol  ix  ciiiiits,  notably  tliat  of  (ieneral  Adam 
Badean  a^-ainsi  thi- cxrciiidrs  (if  (ieneral  (iiant's  estate  for  services  in 
writing  the  "(Jrant  Memoirs."  He  was  connsel  for  General  Sickle* 
while  the  latter  was  sheiill  of  ^'ew  York  Connty,  and  is  his  attorney 
at  the  present  time.  Mi.  Hays  arg-upd  the  case  for  General  Sickles 
against  Aslibel  Green  and  others,  trustees  of  a  railroad  mortgage,  in 
the  United  States  Snprenie  Court.  He  also  argued  before  the  Court 
of  Appeals  and  won  tiie  case  ol'  the  Peopl.'  against  Wilinerding, 
involving  the  rigid  of  llie  State  to  tax  goods  sold  al  auction,  aigning 
against  the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

In  November,  1893,  Mr.  lla.\s  was  appoiiiteil  commissioner  of  a])- 
praising  relative  to  the  changing  of  grades  in  the  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty -fouith  wards.  New  York  City,  and  the  same  year  was  made 
civil  service  commissioner  and  elected  chairman  of  the  Ixiard  u]ion 
the  death  of  the  preceding  ciiaiiiuan.  He  lias  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics  as  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State 
convention  from  Rockland  County  which  nominated  David  B.  Hill 
for  governor.  He  purchased  the  Xi/<ick  Citi/  and  Voinifi/^  a  pul)lica- 
tion  in  Nyack,  New  York,  with  a  view  to  changing  its  political  com- 
plexion and  giving  its  supjiort  to  Grover  Cleveland.  The  pajjer  is  still 
a  flourishing  Democratic  organ. 

Mr.  Hays  is  a  nu'mher  of  the  Democratic,  Lawyers',  Reform,  Sagamore, 
and  Harlem  Democratic  clubs,  of  which  latter  organization  lie  was  for 
two  years  i)i'esident.  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 
He  was  married  \\)V\\  7,  1880,  to  Rachel,  daughter  of  Aaron  Ilersh- 
tield,  of  New  Y'ork.     They  have  live  daughters. 


ILDRETH,  JOHN  HOMER  (born  in  Lawrence,  Massachu- 
setts, November  So,  1847),  is  the  son  of  Jairus  C.  Hildretli 
and  Emeline  Watson.  l)oth  paivnts  being  of  early  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  His  father  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Law- 
rence, while  on  his  mother's  side  ht»  is  a  great-grandson  of  one  of  the 
heroes  of  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  Hildretli  was  prepared  for  college  at  ^^'es- 
leyan  Academy,  ^Yilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated  from 
Columbia  College  Law  School  in  18(10,  being  thereupon  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  this  city.  He  has  since  been  in  active  and  successful  practice, 
making  a  specialty  of  commercial  and  real  estate  law.  He  has  main- 
tained a  high  reputation  for  integrity,  energy,  and  devotion  to  ])ro- 
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fessional  duties.  He  has  been  appointed  referee,  receiver,  or  assignee 
in  important  cases. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1882  was  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  the  Assembly  from  the  twenty-fourth  district  of  New  York 
City.  The  entire  Republican  ticket  was,  however,  overwhelmingly 
defeated,  Grover  Cleveland  carrying  the  State  for  governor  by  the  then 
unprecedented  majority  of  192,000. 

Mr.  Hildreth  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  Club  of  the  city  of  New 


JOHN  HOMER   HILDKETH. 


York,  the  Dwight  Alumni  Association,  the  American  Geographical 
Society,  the  North-side  Board  of  Trade,  the  New  England  Society  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  He 
is  also  a  member  and  has  filled  responsible  offices  in  Crescent  Lodge, 
402,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Crescent  Chapter,  220,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Harlem  Lodge, 
201,  L  O.  O.  F. 
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LIj,  JAMES  KING  (born  in  Montgomery,  New  York.  .Iiiiih 
'J-i.  is:!-i),  is  the  son  of  N;itli:uii<-1  V.  Hill  nnd  ^fatilda  Cniw- 
I'onl,  (Icscendt'il  Troiii  old  and  sulistanlial  I'aiuilips.  Ex  Sen- 
ator Nathaniel  i*.  ililKol'  Cdloiado.  is  a  younger  brother. 
His  inotlier's  ancestors  were  aiiioiig  the  earliest  settlers  in  Oiange 
County,  New  York,  tlie  town  of  Craw  I'oid  leceiving  its  name  from  the 
family.  His  fatlier  was  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  several 
times  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  a  ])resiilential  eleetoi-,  and 
held  other  offices  of  trust.  Ilis  ])atei'nal  grandfather.  Peter  Hill  (born 
in  Orange  County  in  1751),  at  an  early  age  received  a  commission  as 
captain  in  Colonel  James  Clinton's  regiment  of  minute-men,  an  organ- 
ization which  proved  so  efficient  that  by  a  special  act  of  Congress  it 
was  made  auxiliary  to  the  Continental  ai-my.  While  holding  this 
position  he  was  distinguished  for  his  gallant  defense  of  Port  Mont- 
gomery. His  father,  Nathaniel  Hill  (born  in  ITOf)),  came  to  this  coun- 
try at  an  early  age  and  hecaiue  an  extensive  freeholder  in  the  precinct 
of  Hanover,  west  of  the  Hiufson  River,  then  a  western  frontier. 
He  was  of  English  stock,  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  that  ancient 
Anglo-Norman  surname,  members  of  which  removed  from  England  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

James  King  Hill  was  educated  at  the  academy  in  Montgomery,  New 
Y''ork,  and  at  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  prepared  for  Yale  College,  being  graduated  in  1854.  After 
spending  a  year  in  Harvard  Law  School,  he  came  to  New  York  City, 
continuing  his  legal  studies  in  the  ofHce  of  Brown,  Hall  &  Vanderpoel. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  New  Y''ork  bar  in  1858,  and  shortly  afterward 
commenced  practice  with  his  classmate,  James  C.  Rice,  under  the 
name  of  Ilice  &  Hill.  The  war  breaking  out,  his  partner  enlisted  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  having  previously  been  rap- 
idly promoted  for  bravery  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 

Mr.  Hill  afterward  organized  the  firm  of  Hill,  Wing  ct  Shoudy, 
which  enjoyed  a  large  and  profitable  practice,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  admiralty  business  prosecuted  by  the  firm's  successors.  Mr. 
Hill's  specialty  was  mercantile  law,  in  which  he  attained  both  promi- 
nence and  success,  appearing  in  the  leading  cases  that  came  before  the 
courts.  He  retired  partially  from  active  practice  in  1887.  He  has  been 
abroad  three  times,  visiting  the  principal  ]joints  of  interest  in  Europe, 
Egypt,  and  northern  Africa.     He  was  never  married. 


ILL,  JOHN  LINDSAY^  (born  in  Plorida.  New  York.  Octo- 
ber 81,  1840),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Nicholas  Hill  and 
Sarah  Hegeman,  of  Irish,  English,  and  Dutch  ancestry. 
His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  old  English  family 
of  Palmer  and  the  equally  ancient  Dutch  family  of  Hegeman.  His 
grandfather,  Adam  Hill,  was  a  native  of  Londonderry,  Ireland.  His 
father,   before    he   became   a   clergyman,   was   a    Revolutionary    sol- 
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dier.  Enlisting  as  a  driimmer-boy  in  Colonel  Cornelius  Van  Dyke's 
regiment  in  1776  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  lie  vvas  discharged 
as  a  sergeant  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  having  shared  with  Washington's 
army  the  winter  of  terrible  suffering  at  Morristown,  New  Jersej",  and 
seen  active  service  in  the  famous  "  Sullivan  expedition "  and  in  the 
siege  and  battles  of  York  town.  In  1803  he  became  a  Methodist  Epis- 
copal clergyman — a  pioneer  in  Methodism  in  the  Mohawk  Valley. 

John  L.  Hill  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  academies  of  Am- 
sterdam and  Jones ville,  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from  Union 
College  in  1861,  the  last  year  of  the  presidency  of  the  venerable  Eli- 
phalet  Nott.  Mr.  Hill  learned  practical  surveying  and  printing  to 
some  extent  before  entering  college.  He  spent  the  latter  part  of  his 
senior  year  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  at  AVaterford,  New 
York,  continuing  in  this  charge  after  graduation  imtil  February,  1862, 
when  he  resigned  to  prepare  for  admission  to  the  bar.  He  was  admit- 
ted the  following  May,  and  at  once  commenced  practice  at  Schenectady, 
New  York,  in  partnership  with  the  late  Stephen  H.  Johnson,  then 
county  judge.  He  soon  acquired  a  leading  practice,  and  in  1864  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Schenectady  County.  During  the  next 
four  years  he  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  canal  commissioners.  In 
1868  he  removed  to  New  York  City  and  was  for  four  years  in  partner- 
ship with  Guy  R.  and  T.  D.  Pelton.  and  afterward  for  a  time  was  asso- 
ciated with  Henry  L.  Clinton.  In  May,  1873,  he  entered  the  firm  of 
Barrett,  Redfield  &  Hill,  which  was  changed  to  Redfield  &  Hill,  and 
later  to  Redfield,  Hill  &  Lydecker.  In  1887  the  present  firm  of  Lock- 
wood  &  Hill  was  organized. 

Mi\  Hill  has  been  prominent  in  his  profession  in  New  York  City  as 
advocate  and  counselor  and  has  tried  many  important  cases.  Pie  was 
one  of  the  counsel  for  Henry  Ward  Beecher  in  the  famous  Tilton- 
Beecher  case,  being  associated  with  Thomas  G.  Shearman  and  General 
Tracy  as  counsel  for  Plymouth  Church  during  the  preliminary  church 
investigation,  and  continuing  afterward  with  the  same  gentlemen,  to- 
gether with  Messi's.  Evarts,  Porter,  and  Abbott,  throughout  the  six 
months'  trial,  with  Judges  Beach,  FuUerton,  Pryor,  and  Samuel  D. 
Morris  as  opposing  counsel. 

Mr.  Hill  belongs  to  manj^  clubs  and  historical  and  literary  organiza- 
tions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Club  of  New  York, 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Union  Chapter.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  New  York  Union  Alumni,  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Association, 
Lawyers'  Club,  Law  Library  Association,  New  York  Geographical 
Society,  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Brooklyn,  Carleton, 
Montauk,  and  AVyandanck  clubs,  Brooklyn  Bar  Association,  Brooklyn 
Law  Library  Association,  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brookljni 
New  England  Society,  and  State  Bar  Association.  He  is  president  of 
the  Wyandanck  Club,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Berkeley  Institute.  He  is 
a  resident  of  Brooklyn.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  reform 
element  in  the  Democratic  party. 
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l/rON.  IIENHY  (liorii  in  Newliiiruli,  New  York,  in  Octoher, 
ls-_'4).  was  of  Scotcii- Irish  aiilcccdciits  on  liis  i'atlifi's  side 
anil  of  Scotch  descent  Ihioiiiili  his  mother,  Janet  Gialiam. 
His  I'athei'  early  removed  to  \ew  York  City,  and  here  .Judge 
Hilton  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  studied  law,  and  in  ls-t6 
was  admitted  to  thf  l>:n.  He  served  as  master  in  cliancery,  and 
acquired  a  large  practice.  As  counsel  of  the  i^roperty  owners  he 
defeated  the  ])lan  to  condemn  ".Tones'  Woods"  for  a  city  park.  In 
18iJ7  he  was  elected  a  judge  of  llif  Court  of  ('(.ninion  Pleas  over  Wil- 
liam M.  Alh'U  liy  I  7. Olio  miijority.  and  cililiMl  two  voluinrs  (,!'  '•  Hilton's 
Reports,"  covering  the  prriod  ls:i,")   isco. 

After  his  retircnicnt  from  the  bench  lie  resumed  practice  as  head  of 
the  linn  of  Hilton,  C:ini]iliell  &  Bell.  He  was  counsel  and  luisiness 
adviser  of  the  late  A.  T.  Stewart,  his  wife  being  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Stew- 
art's wife.  Mr.  Stewart,  by  will,  in  ISTO,  left  him  a  large  legacy,  and 
Mrs.  Stewart  subsequently  transferred  to  him  all  interest  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  by  her  late  husband's  r('(|uest,  as  she  declared.  .Judge 
Hilton  retired  fio'u  law  practice  and  conducted  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  jss:',,  whi'U  his  sons  and  son-in-law  succeeded  him,  under 
tlii^  tirni  name  of  Sylvester,  Hilton  iV  Company,  later  changed  to 
Hilton.  Hughi's  A;  Comjiany. 

Judge  Hilton's  country  scat  at  Saratoga  Springs,  "  AVoodlawn  Park," 
with  its  fifteen  miles  of  wooded  drives,  is  one  of  the  striking  features 
of  that  resort.  

[XSD.VLE.  EL1ZI;R  brace  (born  in  Genesee  County,  New 
York,  December  4,  1831),  is  descended  from  Puritan  ances- 
tors who  were  located  in  New  England  during  earl}'  colonial 
(lays.  The  founder  of  the  Hinsdale  family  in  America 
arrived  at  Plymouth  Colony,  Massachusetts,  about  1650,  and  subse- 
quently removed  to  Connecticut,  where  (in  Litchfield  County)  the 
immediate  ancestors  of  Judge  Hinsdale  were  located  for  several  gener- 
ations. His  grandfather,  Jacob  Hinsdale,  and  four  brothers  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  His  father,  Elizur  Hinsdale,  was  a  captain 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  edge-tool  business  in 
AVinsted,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  a  large  manufactory 
for  those  days.  He  sold  out,  and  removing  to  Leroy,  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  became  an  extensive  land  owner.  The  famous  Elihu  Bur- 
ritt  was  his  cousin.  .Tudge  Hinsdale's  grandmother  was  a  sister  of 
.Jonathan  Brace,  of  Hartford,  a  leatling  member  of  the  Connecticut 
bar  in  his  day. 

.lodge  Hinsdale  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  a  local 
academy,  and  studying  law  was  adnutted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in 
May,  1856.  He  at  once  began  practice  in  Leroy,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  During  the  campaign  for  the  election  of  Lincoln,  in  IStiO. 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Genesee  County  Republican  central  com- 
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mittee.  He  removed  to  New  York  City  in  1861.  Making  a  specialty  of 
corporation  law  and  tlie  settlement  of  financial  diificulties,  he  gained 
a  leading  place  in  this  department.  His  practice  has  been  largely  liti- 
gated cases,  and  he  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  important  contests 
in  all  the  courts.  In  1870  he  organized  the  firm  of  Hinsdale  & 
Sprague.  He  was  connected  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  with  the 
Long  Island  Railroad  Company  as  general  counsel,  and  was  counsel  for 
the  several  corporations  prior  to  amalgamation.  He  was  for  some  time 
its  vice-president,  and  until  recently  was  at  the  head  of  its  law  depart- 
ment. He  took  part  in  making  all  the  contracts  of  the  road,  with 
the  result  that  not  a  single  contract  has  been  successfully  assailed  in 
the  courts.  He  effected  the  final  consolidation  of  the  three  independ- 
ent roads  on  Long  Island  and  carried  through  successfully  the  notable 
litigations  connected  with  the  system,  from  1877  to  their  termination 
in  the  Court  of  Aj)peals  in  1895. 

Judge  Hinsdale  has  long  been  active  in  the  Eepublican  party,  espec- 
ially in  connection  with  the  Union  League  Club.  For  ten  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  committee  of  political  reform  of  this  club, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  its  chairman,  in  which  capacity  he  has 
been  active  in  the  preparation  of  the  important  addresses  on  public 
questions  issued  by  the  committee  from  time  to  time. 

Judge  Hinsdale  is  also  the  author  of  other  valuable  papers,  one  on 
the  reform  of  land  transfer  being  especially  notable.  He  was  also  the 
author  of  the  legal  opinion,  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  credit- 
ing the  city  of  New  York  with  jiower  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  new  public  parks. 

Under  the  Magistrates'  Act,  reforming  the  bench  of  New  York  City, 
he  was  in  1895  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Special  Sessions  by 
Mayor  Strong,  and  in  recognition  of  his  ability  as  an  organizer,  and 
his  effectiveness  in  securing  the  results  of  reform,  was  made  presiding 
justice  by  his  associates. 


ITCHINGS,  HECTOR  MORISON  (born  in  Gravesend,  Kings 
County,  New  York,  December  12,  1855),  is  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin G.  Hitchings  and  Catherine  Newbury  Moon,  daughter 
of  John  Moon,  of  Brooklyn.  His  father,  born  in  Salem., 
Massachusetts,  in  1818,  was  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  and  Yale 
Law  School,  and  coming  to  New  York  in  1836  practiced  here  and  in 
Brooklyn  continuously  until  his  death,  in  December,  1898.  His  abili- 
ties and  integrity  were  recognized  at  the  bar.  His  wife,  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  still  survives  him. 

Mr.  Hitchings  received  his  earlier  education  at  private  schools  at 
Amherst,  Massachusetts,  and  Winchester,  Connecticut.  Later  he 
attended  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  June,  1874.  He  entered  Amherst  College  in  1876. 
After  two  years'  attendance  he  entered  his  father's  law  office,  studied 
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three  years,  and  \v:is  jidiiiitliMl  lo  tlie  hai'  in  l^idoklyn,  Scjitciulu'i' J:i, 
187it.  Latci-  lie  was  adiiiitltMl  In  inactici"  in  the  I'liitcd  States  ("ircuit 
courts,  and  Dccrndicr  l'.>.  IS'.Mi,  in  the  I'niti'd  States  Supreme  Court. 


^^^/rr 


Since  his  admission,  Mr,  Hitchings  has  practiced  continuously  in 
Brooklyn  and  New  York,  establishing  a  reputaticm  for  skill  and 
success  as  a  trial  lawyer  and  advocate.     He  is  frequently  employed  as 
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counsel  in  the  trial  of  causes  by  otlier  attorneys.  He  argued  the  writ 
of  error  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  vs.  Peter  J.  Classen,  president  of  the  Sixth  National  Bank,  the 
first  case  to  come  before  that  court  under  the  law  of  March  3, 1891,  allow- 
ing a  writ  of  error  to  that  court  in  criminal  cases.  He  also  argued  the 
case  of  Donnegan  vs.  Ehrhardt  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  which  the  im- 
portant responsibility  of  fencing  in  their  roads  for  the  safety  of  employ- 
ees as  well  as  passengers  was  placed  upon  the  railroad  companies.  In 
another  case,  Kiev  vs.  Healey,  liability  for  fraudulent  representations 
and  the  necessity  of  tender  in  equity  cases  and  proper  pleadings  was 
thoroughly  defined  and  established.  Other  interesting  cases  were 
those  of  Berau  vs.  O'Connell  and  Suydam  vs.  Husson,  both  in 
Brooklyn. 

Mr.  Hitchings  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Society 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence  for  several  terms  and  is  an  elder  in  the  Brick 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City. 


OADLY,  GEORGE  (born  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  July 
31,  1826),  is  descended  from  illustrious  New  England  ances- 
try, the  son  of  George  Hoadly  (born  at  Northford,  Connecti- 
cut, December  15,  1781),  and  grandson  of  Captain  Timothy 
Hoadly,  of  that  place.  His  father  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in 
1801,  which  institution  he  served  as  tutor  from  1803  to  1806.  He  was 
both  a  lawyer  and  banker,  and  was  also  mayor  of  New  Haven.  Re- 
moving with  his  family  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1830,  he  became  mayor 
of  that  city,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  there. 

Governor  Hoadly's  mother,  Mary  Anne,  widow  of  Jared  Scar- 
borough, of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  eldest  daughter  of  William 
Walton  Woolsey  and  Elizabeth  Dwight,  of  New  York  City,  was  born 
in  the  latter  city,  May  3,  1793.  She  was  the  great-granddaughter  of 
the  famous  Jonathan  Edwards,  niece  of  President  Dwight  of  Yale 
College,  sister  of  President  Woolsey  of  Yale  College,  and  aunt  of 
Theodore  Winthrop,  the  well-known  author,  and  of  Sarah  Woolsey, 
better  known  under  her  pseudonym  of  "  Susan  Coolidge."  Among  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  William  Walton  Woolsey  have  been 
no  less  than  eleven  presidents  and  professors  in  American  colleges,  or 
their  wives. 

Governor  Hoadly  was  educated  in  private  schools  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  entered  the  Western  Reserve  College  (since  removed  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  known  as  Adelbert  College)  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  graduated  in  1841,  and  spent  the  following  year  at  the  Harvard 
Law  School  under  the  tutorage  of  Judge  Joseph  Story  and  Professor 
Simon  Greenleaf.  During  the  following  year  (1815-6)  he  continued 
his  legal  studies  with  Judge  Charles  C.  Convers,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1816  entered  the  offices  of  Chase  &  Ball,  of  Cincin- 
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Ii;ili,  III    llli'  llcild   dl'  wllirli   lil'in   \\;is  tllr  rilinollS  Sjilmoll    P.  Clllisi'.       lie 

\\:is  ;iiliiiillfil  lo  llic  l>iir  ill  Aiinusl,  Is-H,  jnid  in  1.S49  liecaiiic  tlic 
]i;ir!iii'r  of  liis  I'liiployt'is,  tlic  linn  iiiimc  Ix-iii;^'  cliaiiged  to  C'liase,  Ball 
iV  IImimUv. 


CU<u .  v^>«~«>^ow^/ 


Govcriini-  lloadly  participatt'd  in  cat^es  ol'  the  greatest  importance 
from  ilir  outset,  tlie  activity  of  Chase  in  politics  throwing  the  work 
iilion   his  slioiilders.     His  aliilities  speedily  won  recognition,  and  in 
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1851  the  state  Legislature  elected  him  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Cincinnati  to  complete  its  constitutional  term  of  existence,  which 
expired  in  1853.  Upon  leaving  the  bench  he  formed  a  partnershij:)  with 
Edward  Mills.  In  1855-56  he  was  city  solicitor  of  Cincinnati,  and  in 
1859  was  elected  by  the  people  to  the  (second)  Superior  Court  of  Cin- 
cinnati, to  succeed  Judge  Gholson.  By  Governor  Chase  in  1856,  and 
again  by  Governor  Tod  in  1862,  Mr.  Hoadly  was  offered  a  judgeship 
upon  the  Supreme  bench  of  Ohio,  but  in  each  instance  declined.  He 
was  re-elected  to  the  Superior  Court  in  1861,  but  two  years  later 
resigned,  and  organized  the  law  firm  of  Hoadly,  Jackson  &  Johnson, 
which,  after  1871,  became  Hoadly,  Johnson  &  Cfolston.  This  firm  be- 
came distinguished  for  its  extensive  conduct  of  railroad  litigations. 
Governor  Hoadly  represented  the  Democratic  party  in  the  famous 
Tilden-Hayes  presidential  contest,  arguing  the  Florida  and  Oregon 
cases  before  the  electoral  tribunal  in  February,  1877. 

He  likewise  established  the  liability  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
receive  for  taxes  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  both  ante-helium 
(8  Wall  44)  and  post-helium  (97  U.  S.  454).  He  argued  unsuccessfully 
with  James  C.  Carter  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  Chinese 
exclusion  act  (130  U.  S.  581). 

In  1873-74  he  was  elected  to  the  constitutional  convention  from 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  muni- 
cipal corporations. 

He  was  active  after  the  war  in  the  Liberal  Republican  movement,  but 
opposed  the  nomination  of  Horace  Greeley  as  president  in  1872.  He 
voted  for  Grant's  re-election,  but  in  1876  supported  Tilden,  and  was 
active  in  the  Tilden-Hayes  contest,  as  already  stated. 

In  Jiily,  1883,  he  was  nominated  for  governor  of  Ohio  by  the  Demo- 
cratic -party,  and  after  an  active  campaign  was  elected  by  12,529  plu- 
rality over  Foraker.  His  administration  was  successful  and  popular, 
but  with  the  overthrow  of  his  party  in  1885  he  was  defeated  for  re-elec- 
tion. In  March,  1887,  he  removed  from  Cincinnati  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  practiced  law,  at  the  head  of  the  firm 
of  Hoadly,  Lauterbach  &  Johnson.  This  firm  is  distinguished  for  its 
large  railroad  and  corporation  practice.  In  1896  he  supported  Palmer 
for  president,  being  a  thorough  disbeliever  in  protection  as  well  as 
populism.  

OLMES,  GEORGE  (born  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  October  21,  1857),  is  the  son  of  William  Holmes, 
of  Reading,  Connecticut,  who  was  graduated  from  West 
Point  in  the  engineer  corps,  served  during  the  Mexican  war. 
and  was  engaged  in  building  the  fortifications  at  Fort  Sumter.  His 
mother,  born  in  New  York  City,  was  a  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Has- 
kett,  business  partner  of  Andrew  Mui-ray,  who  gave  his  name  to  Murray 
Hill.    Her  cousin,  William  Jay  Haskett,  was  a  well-known  admiralty 
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lawyer  of  tliis  city.  Mr.  Iloliin's  was  tirst  instructed  by  liis  nidilicr 
and  spent  I'oiir  ycai's  at  (JliMiwood  Institution,  ^fatawan,  New  Jersey, 
where  lie  continued  until  niin'teen  years  of  a<;e,  when  for  two  years  he 
taught  in  a  jiulilic  sciu)ol,  prosecutinn'  his  sludiesat  night.  Jle  studied 
law  with  i{.  \V.  Dayton,  of  Afatawan,  I'nited  States  Attoiney  Ifenry 
S.  \\'hite,  of  Jersey  City,  Attorney^ieneral  Jlobert  (iilchrist.  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  Robert  W.  De  Forest,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  admitted 
to  tile  New  .lersey  bar  as  attorin-y  in  I<"'ebi'uary,  17SI,  and  as  counseloi' 
in  i'Y'bruary,  JtS84,  and  to  the  New  York  bar  in  January,  lss4. 

He  began  practice  in  New  Jersey,  and  later  in  New  Y'ork  City,  since 
which  time  hi'  has  ju'acticed  continuously  in  both  States.  His  business 
is  principally  in  the  de])artnient  of  corjioration  law.  He  was  one  of 
the  counsel  for  tlie  coni])anies  in  the  famous  raili'oad  tax  cases  in  New 
Jersey  in  1S84,  and  has  been  remaikably  successful  as  counsel  for  the 
defendants  in  a  large  number  of  i-ailioad  accident  cases  brought  against 
the  Central  Railroad  Company  of  New  , lersey,  the  New  Jersey  &  New 
Y'ork  Railroad  Company,  and  the  North  Hudson  County  Railroad, 
the  latter  comi)risiug  the  street  railroads  of  lloboken  and  the  outlying 
towns  of  North  Hudson  County.  His  practice  since  1SS4  has  been  in 
association  witii  the  lirm  of  T)e  Forest  Brothers  of  this  city,  who  are 
attorneys  for  the  aboNc  companies  and  many  other  lai'ge  corpoiate  in- 
terests, estates,  aiul  charitable  institutions. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  the  leading  mover  in  the  formation  of  the  Rockaway 
S:  Hu<ison  Company,  whose  recent  bid  and  jilans  for  a  new  water  sup- 
ply for  Jersey  Citv  has  attracted  attention  in  scientific  and  enffineerine 
circles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Carteret  and  Union  League  clubs  of 
Jei'sey  City,  where  he  resides,  and  of  the  Lawyers'  Club  of  New  York, 
lie  has  held  several  minor  offices,  such  as  clerk  of  the  Hudson  Circuit 
Court,  and  for  a  sliort  time  was  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  assisted 
in  the  comjiilation  of  standard  law  books,  including  "  Hartshorne's 
New  Jersey  Digest,"  in  the  preface  of  which  due  credit  is  given  him. 


ORNBLOWER,  \VILLIAM  BUTLER  (born  in  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  May  13,  I80I),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Doctor 
A\'illiam  H.  Ilornblower,  professor  of  theology  in  the  Alle- 
gheny (Pennsylvania)  Theological  Seminary,  and  Matilda 
Butler,  of  a  colonial  fauuly  of  Connecticut  active  in  the  French  wars 
and  the  Revolution.  His  grandfather,  Honorable  Joseph  C.  Horn- 
blower,  for  many  years  chief  justice  of  New  Jersey,  was  one  of  the 
foi'emost  advocates  and  jurists  of  his  day.  His  great-grandfather, 
Honorable  Josiah  Hornblower,  was  a  Revolutionary  patriot  and  mem- 
ber of  the  old  National  Congress  in  178.5,  and  brought,  in  1750,  the 
first  steam  engine  to  America.  The  late  Justice  Bradley  and  Judge 
Lewis  B.  Woodruff  were  his  great-uncles. 
Mr.  Hornblower  prosecuted  his  preparatory  studies  at  the  Collegiate 
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Sclaool  of  New  York  City,  and  in  1871  was  graduated  from  Princeton 
College,  where  he  won  first  prize  in  English  literature  and  belles-lettres, 
graduating  as  belles-lettres  orator  of  his  class.  He  was  graduated  from 
Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1875,  having  enjoyed  the  advantage 
of  frequent  discussions  with  his  famous  uncles,  Woodruff  and  Bradley. 
After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  rose  rapidly  to  prominence  in  the 
special  department  of  bankruptcy  law,  soon  enjoying  a  large  practice 
in  mercantile  cases.  The  law  reports  contain  a  large  number  of  im- 
portant cases  argued  by  him  in  State  and  Federal  courts,  involving 
questions  of  insurance,  railroad,  and  corporate  law.  The  firm  of  Horn- 
blower,  Byrne  &  Taylor,  of  which  he  is  the  head,  represents  many  of 
the  largest  corporations  and  business  consolidations. 

The  possession  of  wide  legal  learning  and  of  a  judicial  temperament 
have  led  to  the  calling  of  Mr.  Hornblower's  services  into  frequent 
requisition  as  a  referee,  and  to  his  selection  to  fill  high  judicial  posi- 
tions. In  1890  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  New  York  on  the 
commission  created  by  act  of  Legislature  to  propose  amendments  to 
the  judiciary  article  of  the  State  Constitution.  In  1893  President 
Cleveland  nominated  him  to  succeed  Justice  Blatchford  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  but  he  shared  the  fate  of  other  appointees  who 
were  rejected  in  the  Senate  by  intrigue  against  the  president  on  the 
part  of  factionists  of  Mr.  Cleveland's  own  party. 

Mr.  Hornblower's  sympathies  are  with  the  reform  wing  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan,  Century,  Metropolitan, 
University,  Democratic,  and  Reform  clubs  and  the  New  York  Bar 
Association,  in  whose  reform  movements  he  has  always  been  active, 
serving  on  its  important  committees,  and  as  secretary  (for  three  years) 
of  its  executive  committee.  He  has  wi'itten  and  lectured  on  legal  sub- 
jects. Among  his  chief  productions  in  this  line  may  be  mentioned : 
"Conflict  between  Federal  and  State  Decisions"  {American  Law 
Review,  March,  1880) ;  "  Is  Codification  of  the  Law  Expedient  ? " 
(address  before  American  Social  Science  Association,  September  6, 
1888);  "The  Legal  Status  of  the  Indian"  (address  before  American 
Bar  Association,  August,  1891);  "Appellate  Courts"  (address  before 
students  of  Columbia  College  Law  School,  February  26,  1892). 


OTCHKISS,  HENRY.  DE  WITT  (born  in  Albany,  New 
York,  July  2,  1854),  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Woodward 
Hotchkiss  and  Emma  Burrell.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Caleb  Hotchkiss,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Connecticut.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  James  Clarkson 
Burrell,  a  planter  of  St.  Croix,  Danish  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  received  his  early  education  at  private  schools  and 
under  private  tutors.    He  began  the  study  of  law  with  Senator  David 
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H.  Hill  III  Kliiiiia,  New  Y(irk..niil  in  ISTl  cnine  to  this  city  and  entered 
tiic  (itlicc  (if  ilrmy  .1.  Sciidilri-  ;iiid  .lanii's  ('.  CarttT.  wlioro  ho  rcniniiifd 
until  ISSI. 
In  ISSCi   Mr.  Il(iirld\iss  represented  the  eleventli  district  of  Kings 
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County  in  tlie  New  Yoik  Asseinl)ly.  Tn  1804  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  constitutional  convention  from  the  city  of  New  York,  of  which 
city  he  became  a  resident  in  1888. 
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OWLAND,  HENRY  ELIAS  (born  in  Walpole,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Jnne  30,  1835),  is  the  son  of  Aaron  P.  Howland  and 
Huldah  Burke,  his  father  being  in  the  fifth  generation  in 
descent  from  John  Howland  of  the  Mayflower,  and  his 
mother  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  which  Silas  Wright  was  a  mem- 
ber. His  early  education  was  received  at  the  High  School  at  Walpole 
and  at  Kimball  Union  Academy,  Meriden,  New  Hampshire.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1854,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree 
of  master  of  arts.  He  read  law  with  Judge  Frederick  Vose  at  Wal- 
pole, afterward  pursuing  his  legal  studies  at  Harvard  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857.  He  continued  his  studies  in 
New  York  City  with  John  Sherwood,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar  in  October,  1857.  His  practice  has  been  large  and  varied, 
many  of  the  cases  in  which  he  has  api:)eared  involving  large  amounts. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Anderson,  Howland  &  Murray. 

He  was  judge  of  the  Marine  (now  City)  Court  from  1873  to  1871,  by 
appointment  of  Governor  Dix  ;  alderman  in  1875  and  1876  ;  president 
of  department  of  taxes  in  1881,  and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital.  He  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  judge  of  the  City  Court  in  1873,  for  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  1881,  and  for  the  Supreme  Court  in  1887,  but  in  each  case 
w^as  defeated  by  the  Democratic  nominee.  In  addition  to  a  profes- 
sional and  j  Lidicial  career  in  which  his  ability  and  learning,  his  fair- 
ness and  unfailing  courtesy,  have  commanded  the  confidence  of  clients 
and  the  profession,  perhaps  no  member  of  the  bar  enjoys  a  wider  pop- 
ularity among  the  social  clubs  and  various  social,  beneficent,  and  literary 
institutions  of  New  York  City. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  Yale  University,  secretary  of 
the  Century  Club,  has  been  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  University 
Club  since  it  was  formed,  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Union  League,  president  of  the  Society  of  the  Mayflower  descend- 
ants, first  vice-president  of  the  New  England  Society,  trustee  of  the 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  has  been  connected  with  the  State 
Charities  Aid  Association  for  many  years,  is  trustee  of  the  old  Marion 
Street  Maternity  Hospital,  president  of  the  society  for  the  relief  of 
destitute  blind,  president  of  the  Jekyl  Island  Club,  Brunswick,  Georgia, 
and  vestryman  in  the  Ascension  Church,  Tenth  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue. 
His  club  membership  includes  nearly  all  the  prominent  clubs  in  the 
city,  including  the  Metropolitan,  Century,  Union  League,  Players', 
Downtown,  Republican,  City,  Shinnecock  Hills,  Golf,  Meadow  Club 
of  Southampton,  of  which  he  is  president,  Adirondack  League,  and 
the  City  Bar  Association.  His  readiness,  graceful  address,  and  humor 
have  made  him  exceedingly  popular  as  an  after-dinner  speaker. 
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UHBARU,  THOMAS  HAMLIN  (born  in  Hallovvell,  Miiinn, 
ni'ccmbcr  -JO,  1S:'>S),  is  tlie  son  ol"  the  not:il)le  Doctor  .lolm 
lliihlnird,  an  active  ligiire  in  ]iublic  life  in  Maine  a  lialT 
cenliny  aud,  who  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  l<S-i3,  and 
served  as  iiovernor  from  ls4!t  to  IS."):'),  dni'inu,-  wliicli  pei'iod  the  famous 
proliibitory  legislation  known  a.s  the  "  Maine  Liquor  Law"  was  })laced 
on  the  statute-books,  the  successfiil  enforcement  being  largely  due  to 
the  zeal  of  Governor  llublnnd.  On  the  side  of  his  mother,  Sarali 
Hodge  Barrett,  General  Hubbard  is  ilescended  from  one  of  the 
"minute-men"  of  Lexington  fame,  who  was  afterward  killed  in  the 
second  battl(>  of  Stillwater,  ])receding  15iirgoyne's  sun'ender. 

General  Hubbard  was  graduated  from  H(nvdoin  College  in  iSaT,  stud- 
ied law-  in  his  native  town,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Maine  bar  in  1860. 
He  still  prosecuted  his  studies  during  the  succeeding  year,  however,  at 
the  Albany  Law  School,  and  May  U,  ISGl,  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar. 

The  call  for  troops  in  the  Civil  War  interrupted  his  legal  practice. 
Returning  to  Maine  in  1862,  he  joined  the  Twenty-fifth  Volunteers  of 
that  State,  w  ith  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant.  Dur- 
ing a  part  of  the  subsequent  service  he  was  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  his  brigade.  Mustered  out  July  11,  180o,  he  became  active 
in  raising  the  Thirtieth  Volunteers,  receiving  the  commission  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel in  this  regiment,  November  10,  18G3.  He  served  thi'ough 
the  Red  River  cami)aign  and  ])resently  assumed  command  of  the  regi- 
ment, leading  it  in  the  assault  of  Monett's  Blulf.  He  assisted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Red  River  dam,  increasing  the  depth  of  the  water 
at  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  in  order  to  float  the  stranded  gunboats,  and 
helped  to  bridge  the  Atchafalaya  River  with  a  line  of  steamers  for  the 
passage  of  the  army.  Commissioned  colonel  May  13,  1804,  he  was 
transferred  with  his  regiment  to  the  Shenamloah  valley,  where  he 
served  throughout  the  campaign  of  18(!-1— ti.'),  sometimes  in  cfimmand  of 
the  regiment,  occasionally  in  command  of  the  brigade.  During  this 
time  he  acted  as  president  of  a  court-martial.  He  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington in  April,  ISO,"),  and  participated  with  his  command  in  the  grand 
review  of  the  following  month.  A  little  later  he  was  disi)atched  to 
Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  conducted  a  board  for  examination  of 
officers  of  the  volunteer  force  who  were  applicants  for  commissions  in 
the  regular  army.  Shortly  after,  having  received  the  commission  of 
brevet  brigadier-general,  July  13,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service, 
and  returning  to  New  York  City  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 

Between  l8(i,5  and  1860  General  Hubbard  was  associated  with  the  late 
Honorable  Charles  A.  Rapallo.  In  January,  1867,  he  became  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Barney,  Butler  cV:  Parsons,  which  in  lS7i  was  reorganized 
as  Butler,  Stillman  &  Hubbard,  the  present  firm  style.  General  Hub- 
bard has  achieved  great  success  in  his  profession,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leaders  at  the  bar.  He  has  been  counsel  in  many  commer- 
cial cases  involving  large  interests,  and  for  many  years  gave  especial 
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attention  to  railroad  and  other  corporate  litigation,  in  whicli  his  firm 
has  been  largely  engaged.  He  is  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company,  and  president  of  several  railroad  companies 
affiliated  with  that  corporation. 


UNT,   JAMES  MONROE  (born  in  Clarence,  Erie  County, 
New  York.  April  (i,  1S5S),  is  the  sou  of  Reverend  Harrison 
P.  Hunt  and  Caroline  Holmes.     His  preparatory  education 
was  received  in  the  country  district  schools  and  the  Brock- 
port  State  Normal  School.    In  18S0  he  was  graduated  from  the  Uni- 


-'^.p^f^i^  'i:=:.i^«^2&,./-:^  4-:.£^^,yt,-y — 


IIISTOKY    (IF     llir,    HKN'CII     AMI    KAK    OF    XKW    YOItK  21] 

versify  ol'  Kucln'stci-,  siil)sc(iiictitly  receiving  the  tlej?ree  of  muster  of 
arts.  After  .i;r;i(liiatioii  he  filtered  the  law  ofFice  of  Deaiie  A:  (!liaiTi1)er- 
liii,  and  snbsequently  the  otlice  of  Fi'aser  &  Minor,  and  was  adnutted 
Id  the  bar  in  New  Yoriv  City  in  November,  1882. 

Since  18S2  he  lias  practiced  continnously  in  this  city,  bnildini,'-  up  a 
lucrative  business.  Conliniiii;-  himself  to  no  particular  specialty,  his 
work  has  covered  a  broad  held.  He  has  appeared  as  coun.sel  in  many 
important  cases,  includ in n'  that  of  Uppington  ?i.s'.  Keenan,  in  which  a 
verdict  of  StSSO.ooo  was  secured  for  the  i)laiiitilf  in  the  iirst  trial.  A 
notable  case  in  tln'  Court  of  A])i)eals.  the  l^oard  of  Health  of  Yonkers 
w*.  Coi)cutt,  clearly  detined  for  tiie  Iirst  lime  in  tiiis  State  the  powers 
and  liabilities  of  boards  of  heallii. 

Since  181(2  Mr.  Hunt  has  been  corjioiation  counsel  of  Yonkers,  where 
he  resides. 

UNTER,  .irXTOU,  .lOliX  (born  in  Westchester  County,  New 
Yoi'k,  daiiuary  31.  18()ti).  is  tlie  son  of  John  Hunter,  of  Hun- 
ter's island,  New  York,  and  Annie  Afiddleton.  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  His  father  is  a  (h^jscendant  of  Elias  Des- 
brosses,  first  treasurer  and  third  president  of  the  New  York  Chamber 
of  Commei-ce,  and  also  descended  from  a  sister  of  United  States  Chief 
Justice  John  .lay.  His  motliei'  is  the  great-great-granddaughter  of 
Henry  MiiUlleton,  of  South  Cai-olina,  president  of  the  first  Continental 
Congress. 

Mr.  Hnnter  was  educated  in  his  youth  by  private  tutors  at  Cliarles- 
ton.  South  Carolina,  and  at  Hanover  Academy,  Virginia.  He  attended 
the  I'niversity  of  Mrginia,  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  Shipman, 
Barlow,  Laroccpie  &  Choate,  of  New  York  City,  also  attending  the 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn  in  February,  1889,  and  has 
since  jiracticed  law  in  New  York  City.  He  has  been  successful,  and 
won  recognition  among  the  younger  practitioners  at  the  bar.  In  the 
test  snit  of  De  Lancey  p.f.  Piepgras,  he  was  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the 
successful  claimants  under  an  old  patent  from  the  British  Crown 
involving  about  three  and  one-half  miles  of  water  front  on  City  Island, 
in  New  Yoric  (^ity.  The  patent  was  sustained  by  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  various  grants  by  the  State  of  New  York  to  riparian  owners 
declared  void. 

Mr.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the  Union  and  Manhattan  clubs  of 
New  York  Citv. 


212  HISTORY   OF  THE   BENCH   AND  BAK   OF   NEW   YORK; 

XGERSOLL,  ROBERT  GREEN  (born  in  Dresden,  New 
York,  Augnst  11,  1833),  was  the  son  of  "  a  Congregational 
clergyman  of  such  broad  views  as  fi'eqnently  to  cause  dis- 
sension between  himself  and  his  parish." '  The  family  re- 
moved to  the  Mississippi  Valley  in  1843,  and  Mr.  Ingersoll's  boyhood 
was  mainly  passed  in  Wisconsin  and  Illinois.  He  received  only  the 
elementary  education  which  the  rade  district  schools  of  that  section 
and  period  afforded,  biit  was  always  an  extensive  reader.  He  read 
law  in  a  country  office,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  established  him- 
self in  practice  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Honorable  Eben  IngersoU,  subsequently  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. Both  brothers  became  active  in  local  politics,  but  in  1857  re- 
moved to  Peoria. 

Mr.  IngersoU  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  his  dis- 
trict in  1860,  but  was  defeated.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal  ser- 
vice and  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Subsequently  he  identilied  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in 
1866  was  appointed  attorney-general  of  Illinois.  His  services  as  a  cam- 
paign orator  have  been  in  constant  requisition  since  the  Republican 
national  convention  of  1876,  in  which  his  speech  nominating  James 
G.  Blaine  for  president  attracted  wide  attention.  President  Hayes 
offered  him  the  appointment  as  United  States  minister  to  Germany  in 
1877,  but  he  declined. 

Mr.  IngersoU  is  one  of  the  best  known  lawyers  in  the  country,  hav- 
ing been  called  upon  to  try  important  suits  in  the  courts  of  all  sec- 
tions. He  was  the  coimsel  of  the  defendants  in  the  notable  "  star- 
route  "  prosecutions  of  1883,  and  secured  an  acquittal. 

Mr.  IngersoU  is  widest  known,  however,  as  a  lecturer  against  Christi- 
anity and  the  Bible.  He  is  the  author  of  "  The  Gods  "  (Washington, 
1878),  "Ghosts"  (1879),  "Some  Mistakes  of  Moses"  (1879),  "Lectures 
Complete"  (1883),  "Prose  Poems  and  Selections"  (1884),  together 
with  many  pamphlets  and  published  addresses,  and  introductory 
chapters  in  "Modern  Thinkers"  (Chicago,  1881),  and  "The  Brain  and 
the  Bible"  (Cincinnati,  1882). 


AMES,  EDWARD  CHRISTOPHER  (born  in  Ogdensburg, 
St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York,  May  1,  1841),  is  the  son  of 
Honorable  Amaziah  Bailey  James  and  Lucia  Williams, 
daughter  of  Captain  Christopher  Ripley,  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  His  father,  grandfather  (Samuel  B.  James),  and  great-grand- 
father (Amos  James)  were  all  lawyers,  the  latter  being  a  commissioned 
cavalry  officer  in  the  Revolution.  The  family  came  originally  from 
Wales,  settling  in  Rhode  Island  in  early  colonial  days.  Through  his 
mother's  line  Mr.  James  is  connected  with  Governor  Samuel  Hunting- 

*  Appletons'  "  Cyclopiedia  of  American  Bioj^raphy,"  Vol.  lU.,  page  348. 
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ton,  a  signer  of  tlie  DeclarMtioii  of  TiKlcpendciife;  the  two  ijovernors, 
William  Bradford,  St'iiioi'  ami  .Iiinior;  (leneral  Jloswell  S.  Itijilpy,  his- 
torian of  the  Mexican  War,  in  wiiich  lie  won  distincticm,  and  major- 
general  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  (Jeneral  .lames  W.  Ripley,  who 
gained  fame  in  the  War  of  1S12  and  against  the  Indians,  was  in  charge 
of  tlie  armory  at  Springlield,  ^^assachllsetts.  and  was  chief  of  ordnance 
on  tiic  personal  staff  of  President  Lincoln.  Mv.  James'  father  was  a 
jnstice  of  the  New  York  Suiireme  Court  from  1 853  to  1877,  and  from 
the  latter  date  until  his  death,  .Inly  (I,  1.SS3,  a  memher  of  Congress. 

^fr.  .himcs  received  his  eaily  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
attended  tlie  Ogdenshurg  Academy  and  Doctor  Reed's  Walnut  Hill 
School,  at  (icneva,  New  York.  Tie  went  to  tlie  front  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  in  August,  ISO],  as  adjutant  of  the  Fiftieth  New  Y'ork 
A'olunleers.  During  the  winter  of  lS(!l-(i2  he  was  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  engineer  brigade,  and  during  the  Peninsula 
campaign  (1862)  was  aide  de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General  Woodbury. 
He  was  commissioned,  successively,  major,  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
colonel,  assuming  temporary  command  of  his  brigade  at  times,  and  in 
August,  1863,  was  honorably  discharged  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  for 
disability  received  in  service. 

Returning  to  Ogdensburg,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law,  his 
previous  reading  of  law  in  his  father's  office  having  been  such  that  in 
October,  1863,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  January  ],  1864,  lie  formed 
a  partnership  with  Honorable  Still  man  Foote,  Surrogate  of  St.  Law- 
rence County,  under  the  firm  name  of  Foote  &  James,  this  association 
continuing  until  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Foote,  July  1, 187-4,  after  which, 
for  seven  years,  Colonel  James  conducted  his  large  ]iractice  alone.  In 
November,  1881,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  managing  clerlv, 
Alric  R.  Herriman,  and  leaving  the  Ogdensburg  office  in  his  charge 
established  an  office  in  New  York  City.  Here  he  soon  secured  wide 
recognition.  Since  the  dissolution  of  the  Ogdensburg  firm,  in  1886,  he 
has  had  no  partner. 

His  interesting  cases  in  New  York  include  the  ''Freight  Handlers' 
Strike"  case  (People  vs.  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railway 
Company),  in  which  as  counsel  for  the  State  he  in  1882  successfully 
brought  nianilamus  proceedings  against  the  New  York  Central  and  Erie 
Railway  companies  to  compel  the  performance  of  their  duties  to  the 
public,  establishing  the  right  of  the  State  to  compel  the  operation  of 
railways  (28  Hun  .543).  Honorable  Roscoe  Conkling  was  leading  coun- 
sel for  the  corporations.  Since  January  1,  188.5,  he  has  been  special 
counsel  for  the  Manhattan  Elevated  Railway  Company,  and  has  de- 
fended many  of  the  important  cases  involving  the  rights  of  abutting 
owners  in  the  streets  tlirough  which  the  railroads  pass.  From  1887  to 
1892  he  was  counsel  for  Mrs.  Appleton  in  her  action  of  ejectment 
(growing  out  of  the  will  of  her  father,  John  Anderson,  the  late  tobac- 
conist), to  recover  from  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company  a  fifth 
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part  of  the  Plaza  Hotel  property,  the  opposing  counsel  being  Joseph 
H.  Choate  and  William  B.  Hornblower.  The  jury  trial  before  Judge 
Patterson,  from  December  7,  1891,  to  January  11,  1892,  resulted  in  a 
satisfactory  settlement.  He  obtained  a  verdict  for  $37,500  damages  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  action  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Pollock  against 
lier  father-in-law  for  alienation  of  her  husband's  affections.  He  is 
counsel  for  the  mdow's  estate  and  the  next  of  kin  in  the  Fayerweather 
will  case,  still  pending,  involving  between  two  and  three  million  dollars. 
He  was  counsel  for  Russell  Sage  in  the  action  of  Laidlaw  vs.  Sage, 
arising  out  of  the  explosion  of  a  dynamite  bomb  by  the  assassin,  Nor- 
cross,  the  opposing  counsel  being  Joseph  H.  Choate.  He  defended 
Captain  William  Devery,  of  the  New  York  police  force,  upon  an  in- 
dictment for  neglect  of  duty  growing  out  of  the  "  Parkhurst  crusade," 
and  secured  a  verdict  of  acquittal  in  April,  1891.  He  is  also  counsel 
for  Inspector  McLaughlin  and  other  members  of  the  police  force, 
indicted  for  extortion  in  March,  1895,  after  the  Lexow  committee 
investigation.  In  1886  he  was  counsel  for  the  minority  bondholders 
in  the  pi'oceedings  for  the  re-organization  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia &  Georgia  Railway  Company.  In  1888  he  was  counsel  for  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Companj^  in  the  McCullum  case,  in  ]S"iagara 
County,  with  his  associate,  Mr.  Robert  Sewell,  defeating  the  claim  on  a 
life  policy  for  $50,000  on  the  ground  that  the  insured  was  a  suicide. 
He  was  counsel  for  Russell  Sage  and  the  executors  of  Jay  Gould  in  the 
recent  action  brought  to  recover  $11,000,000  by  the  bondholders  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company,  the  complaint,  after  a  year's  litiga- 
tion, being  withdrawn.  He  is  now  counsel  for  the  Dueber  Watch  Case 
Company  in  their  action  against  the  combined  watch  manufacturers  to 
recover  $500,000  damages  for  a  boycott.  He  has  also  been  retained  for 
the  defense  in  the  actions  arising  out  of  the  fall  of  the  Ireland  build- 
ing, at  West  Third  Street  and  South  Fifth  Avenue,  in  August,  1895. 

Colonel  James'  practice  being  exclusively  that  of  a  counsel,  requiring 
Ms  presence  only  when  the  courts  are  in  session,  he  is  enabled  to  de- 
vote his  long  summer  vacations  to  travel,  and  in  this  way  has  visited 
many  of  the  most  distant  countries.  He  visited  Japan  during  her 
recent  war  with  China,  and  has  visited  North  Cape,  in  Norway,  nearly 
every  European  country,  including  Russia,  and  all  the  more  inter- 
esting parts  of  North  America.  He  was  married  November  16,  1864, 
to  Sarah  Welles,  daughter  of  Edward  H.  Perkins,  of  Athens,  Penn- 
sylvania. She  died  December  3,  1S79,  leaving  two  daughters,  Lucia 
and  Sarah  Welles.  The  elder,  Lucia,  is  the  wife  of  Doctor  Grant  C. 
Madill,  of  Ogdensburg. 
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JOHNSON,  EDGAR  M.  (lH>ni  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November 
.").  18:^8;  (lied  in  New  York  City,  Decenibei'  20,  1893), 
received  his  early  training  in  tlie  common  schools  and  high 
school  of  Cincinnati,  later  attending  the  Law  School  of  that 
city.  lie  displayed  abilities  beyond  his  years.  His  keen  perception 
and  acnte  memory  marked  him  as  a  student,  and  at  an  excejjtionally 
early  age  he  easily  passed  ihe  entrance  exanunation,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Cincinnati  bar.  lie  at  once  commenced  active  practice, 
which  continued  until  liis  removal  to  New  York  City,  in  1887. 

lie  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  police  couii:  of  Cincinnati 
in  1859,  ami  during  the  two  years  in  wliicii  lie  served  in  this  capacity 
largely  acquired  that  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  and  of  criminal 
practice,  which  ever  after  marked  his  course  and  contributed  to  his 
great  success  as  a  criminal  lawyer.  But  although  remarkably  success- 
ful along  this  line,  he  nevertheless  did  not  seek  distinction  here,  but 
rather  in  the  lield  of  civil  jiractice. 

Not  long  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  received  a  com- 
mission as  second  lieutenant  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  went 
with  his  regiment  into  camp.  But  his  military  career  was  destined  to 
be  short-lived.  About  the  time  of  his  own  appointment  his  friend  and 
partner  in  business.  Colonel  John  P.  Jackson,  was  commissioned  lien- 
tenant-colonel  of  a  Kentucky  regiment.  This  necessitated  a  change  of 
plan,  since  it  was  clear  that  both  members  of  the  firm  could  not  well 
go  to  the  front  at  the  same  time.  As  Colonel  Jackson  held  the  higher 
commission,  he  was  .snti'ered  to  remain  in  the  army,  while  to  Mr.  John- 
son fell  the  important  duty  of  supervising  a  large  and  growing  law 
practice. 

He  now  turned  his  attention  more  especially  to  civil  practice,  and 
with  such  success  that  at  the  close  of  the  war,  when  Colonel  Jackson 
returned  to  active  practice,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
firm  by  the  acquisition  of  a  third  partner.  Accordingly,  January  1, 
1866,  the  tirni  of  lloadly,  Jackson  &  .lohnson  was  established,  with  the 
Honorable  George  Hoadly,  afterward  governor  of  Ohio,  at  its  head. 
Some  years  later  Colonel  Jackson  withdiew  and  removed  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  in  February,  1884,  Mr.  Edward  Colston  became  a  mend)er  of 
the  firm.  Three  years  afterward  Mr.  Johnson  removed  to  New  York 
City  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoadly.  Lauterbach  &  Johnson,  in 
which  association  he  remained  until  his  death. 

The  following  characterization  of  him  by  ex-Governor  Hoadly.  who 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  his  intimate  friend  and  busi- 
ness associate,  reveals  a  strong  individuality  : 

He  was  a  niau  of  such  a  frank,  straightforward,  brave,  and  truthful  nature,  so 
hating  disguise  and  subterfuge  and  falsehood,  whether  of  statement  or  of  conduct, 
that,  while  he  enjoyed  the  love  and  adinu-ation  of  many,  he  at  the  same  time  had  to 
bear  the  dislike  of  others. 

As  a  lawyer  he  was  capable  of  long-sustained  and  exhaustive  labor,  although  no 


216 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  NEW  YORK 


one  -would  call  him  a  steadily  and  cootinuously  industrious  man.  His  power  of 
application  was  herculean,  but,  like  the  strength  of  Hercules,  it  was  not  constantly 
exerted.     Still,  it  was  at  hand  and  ready,  and,  whenever  the  cause  of  his  client 
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(IciiiaiHicd,  it  was  pul  into  ruH  Um-r.  without   llimi-ht   of  case  or  cvfii  (if  food   aiirl 

sloop. 

Ho  was  a  man  of  ureal  (|uickiiiss  of  ]ioi-ccplioii,  aii<l  thus  was  ahle  to  penetrate 
easily  to  tlio  vow  ami  coiitro  of  a  coTitrovors.v.  Muviutf  no  tendoiicy  to  iiidul<re  in 
subtlety  of  distinotion,  ho  took  at  once  llio  broad  ironoral  view,  which  is  more 
usually  the  result  of  judfrmont  than  the  niceties  willi  wliicli  so  many  iulvoeates  seek 
to  befruile  the  judicial  car. 

He  was  a  very  lovable,  ironlle,  and  kind-hearted  gentleman  ;  an  unusual  combi- 
nation of  the  ascetic  and  the  epicure,  easily  donyinor  himself  the  jiloasures  of  the 
))alatc,  liut  witli  ditliculty  rofraininp  from  anythinf;;  which  bore  with  it  that  excite- 
ment wliicli  seemed  to  be  and  to  have  become  his  secoiul  nature.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, therefore,  that  he  was  very  popular.  One  evidence  of  this  is  the  fact  that 
when,  in  1881,  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  lioutenant-govornor,  he  ran 
nearly  2,000  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  his  native  city. 

In  twenty-eifrht  ycai-s  of  intimate  a.ssociatioii  as  partners,  the  wTitcr  of  this  notice 
cannot  remember  a  single  instance  in  which  an  imi)atient.  mucli  less  rude  and 
uidcind  word,  was  ever  uttered  to  him  by  Edgar  M.  Johnson. 

Few,  indeed,  must  be  the  instances  in  which  so  long  and  so  intimate  a  connection 
has  subsisted  between  lawyers  without  some  asperity.  Differing  greatly  from  more 
than  one  of  his  partnei-s  in  opinion  in  matters  of  life  and  conduct,  in  matters  of 
politics  and  I'eligion,  the.se  differences  never  brought  unkindness,  and  now  that  he 
is  dead,  it  may  bo  safely  said  that  the  turf  above  him  will  be  watered  by  the  tears  of 
many  and  sincoi'o  friends.' 

:)I1NS0.\,  HENRY  WELLS  (born  at  Paiiiesville,  Ohio.  July 
12,  1826),  was  educated  in  tlie  distiict  schools  and  academies 
of  Oneida  County,  New  York,  and  studied  law  with  Honor- 
able Henry  A.  Foster,  of  Rome,  New  York.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  at  Auburn,  March  5,  1849,  and  began  the  practice  of  law 
at  Ithaca  in  June,  1850.  From  December  31,  1851,  to  Janmiry  1,  1854, 
he  held  the  office  of  deputy  State  superintendent  of  common  schools 
at  Albany.     He  removed  to  New  York  City  in  January,  1854. 

Among  interesting  cases  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  People  vs.  Olmstead  {27  Barb.  1),  Roosevelt  b.v.  Godard 
(52  Barb.  533),  T)e  Gogorza  vs.  Knickerbocker  Life  Insurance  Company 
(65  N.  Y.  232),  Douglass  vs.  Knickerbocker  Life  Insurance  Company, 
(83  N.  Y.  492),  Lawrence  vs.  Cooke  (104  X.  Y.  632),  Fowler  vs.  Butterly 
(78  N.  Y.  68),  Life  Insurance  Company  vs.  Pendleton  (1.12  U.  S.  R.  696). 
The  case  of  Roosevelt  vs.  Godard,  mentioned  above,  involved  an  im- 
portant constitutional  question  arising  out  of  a  statute  drawn  by  Mr. 
Johnson  (Ltiws  of  1857,  ch.  367),  which  was  substantially  re-enacted  in 
chapter  487,  Laws  of  1862,  and  in  chapter  945,  Laws  of  1867.  The  deci- 
sion in  this  case  tiffirmed  the  constittitionality  of  the  law.  The  case  of 
Life  Insurance  Com}):iny  vs.  Pendleton  wtis  also  remarkable,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  question  involved,  but  in  view  of  the  history  of  the 
case  and  its  fintd  result  in  the  court  of  last  resort  in  this  State  (106 
N.  Y.  619).     Mr.  Jt)hnson  was  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  the  United 

'  Menioriiil  of  Edfiar  M.  Jolmtion.  prepared  by  Honoralilc  (ieort^e  lloadly,  and  presented  to  the  Association  of 
the  Bar  of  tlie  City  of  New  York,  March  |:j,  1894  (Twenty-fifth  .\nniial  Keport,  IS9ri,  pages  T8-*). 
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States  Circuit  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  (5  Fed.  Rep.  238),  and  after- 
ward argued  for  a  new  trial  which  was  denied  by  the  circuit  judge 
(7  Fed.  Rep.  169).     His  decision  was,  however,   reversed  (112  U.  S. 


(/m/^H^ 


supra)  and  a  new  trial  ordered,  but,  upon  a  technical  ground,  that  court 
ordered  a  reargument,  and  its  decision  was  affirmed  (11.')  U.  S.  839). 

Mr.  Johnson  has  also  been  prominent  in  framing  legislative  bills  in 
the  interest  of  clients  and  appearing  before  legislative  committees  to 


^^^^^'^f-^-^-C^,  J^^-t^^c^<,.y^je^ 
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exi)laiii  and  advocate  tliein.  C!liai)ters  807  and  412  of  the  Laws  of 
1857,  4Ur)  and  TiU)  of  tli(>  Laws  of  lS(i(),  172  of  the  Laws  of  1804,  7")]  of 
the  Laws  of  I8(i(i,  r)4:}  of  the  l^aws  of  1807,  and  IHl  of  tlie  Laws  of  1878 
are  all  1o  I'f  civdiicd  in  tliis  way  to  his  aiithorsliip.  Chai)ter  4G.'5,  Laws 
of  ISOO,  iiad  its  oriii'in  in  the  fact  that  shortly  after  the  Qnarantine 
liiiiidings  and  hospitals  on  Staten  Island  were  destroypd  by  a  mob  in 
September,  1858,  !\Ir.  .loll nson  was  I'lnjiloyiMl  by  several  jiersons  who 
had  snslained  dainai;rs  In  brini^-  actions  to  recover  against  the  county 
of  Richmond,  (satislicd  that  such  actions  would  be  stoutly  resisted 
and  involve  a  tedious  litigation,  he  framed  the  act  creating  a  commis- 
sion to  ascertain  and  deternune  thedamaycsand  pi'oviding  for  their  pay- 
ment. Before  the  commission  thus  created  he  tried  his  cases  and  se- 
cured an  award  for  his  clients.  Later  he  became  counsel  for  the  Quar- 
antine authorities  charged  with  rei)ortinii:  upon  the  new  location  for 
Quarantine.  Accordingly  he  drafted  the  act.  now  chapter  751,  Laws 
of  1800,  providing  for  the  erection  of  the  present  hospital  on  West 
Bank  in  the  lower  Bay  and  for  the  sale  of  the  former  site.  In  another 
case,  in  an  action  brought  by  tlie  assignee  of  the  State  for  the  use  of 
West  Washington  Market,  that  property  was  declared  the  property  of 
the  State,  and  not  of  the  city,  and  the  assignee  recovered  a  large  judg- 
ment against  the  city.  Betained  to  enforce  payment  of  this  claim,  Mr. 
Johnson  framed  chaptei'  510,  Laws  of  1800,  and  under  it  the  claim  in 
question  was  compromised  and  the  title  of  the  city  to  the  property  vpas 
made  good  by  a  grant  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 


lOLTXE,  ADRIAN  HOFP\MAN  (born  in  Sing  Sing,  Westches- 
ter County,  New  York,  June  8(t,  1850),  is  the  son  of  Charles 
Oliver  Joline,  who  served  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican 
and  Civil  wars,  was  a  native  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and 
was  the  son  of  John  Joline,  a  well-known  resident  of  Princeton.  His 
mother,  Mary  Hoffman,  is  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Adrian  Kissam 
Hoffman,  and  a  sister  of  the  late  Governor  John  T.  Hoffman.  Doctor 
Hoffman  was  the  grandson  of  Martinus  Hoffman,  of  Red  Hook,  and 
Alicia  Livingston,  whose  father,  Philip  Livingston,  was  a  son  of  Robert 
Livingston,  "  Lord  of  the  Livingston  Manor." 

Mr.  Joline  was  prepared  for  college  at  Mount  Pleasant  Academy, 
Sing  Sing,  and  under  the  private  tuition  of  Reverend  Doctor 
James  I.  Helm.  In  the  summer  of  1808  he  was  clerk  of  the  military 
commission  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  convened  for  the  trial  of  Doctor 
Wright  for  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Sanborn,  one  of  the  tirst  officers 
of  colored  troops.  In  1804  he  was  clerk  of  the  military  commission 
Avhich  sat  at  Fort  Lafayette  for  the  trial  of  prisoners.  In  1800  and 
1807  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  street  commissioner's  office  and  in  the 
mayor's  office  in  New  York. 
He  entered  Princeton  college  in  1807,  and  was  graduated  in  1870. 
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In  college  lie  was  a  junior  orator  in  1869,  received  the  prize  for  essay 
offered  by  tlie  Nassau  Literary  Magazine,  and  the  essay  prize  of  the 
Cliosophic  Societj',  wrote  the  class  ode,  and  delivered  the  literary  ora- 
tion at  commencement.  He  was  president  of  the  Princeton  Club  of 
JS'ew  York  in  1894,  established  the  C.  O.  Joline  prize  in  American 
political  history  in  1890,  and  is  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the 
increase  of  the  endowment  of  Princeton  University. 

After  graduating  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Brown,  Hall  & 
Yanderpoel,  in  New  York  City,  at  the  same  time  attending  Columbia 
College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1872.  During 
this  i^eriod  he  was  the  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Atlanta  True 
Georgian.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1872.  In  1873  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  ex- Judge  William  H.  Leonard,  which  con- 
tinued until  1876;  he  then  entered  the  firm  of  Butler,  Stillman  & 
Hubbard,  becoming  a  partner  in  1881 ;  more  recently  he  has  become  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Butler,  Notman,  Joline  &  Mynderse. 

Since  1881  he  has  been  engaged  principally  in  business  relating  to 
railway  and  other  corporations,  and  as  one  of  the  attorneys  of  the 
Central  Trust  Company  of  New  York  has  had  since  1888  charge 
of  most  of  that  company's  railroad  litigations.  He  has  been  associated 
as  junior  or  leading  counsel  with  many  railroad  reorganizations, 
including  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia,  Nickel  Plate,  Rio 
Grande  Western,  Scioto  Valley,  Houston  &  Texas  Central,  Saint  Louis 
&  Chicago,  Minneapolis  &  Saint  Louis,  and  other  companies.  He  has 
also  been  counsel  in  a  large  number  of  suits  relating  to  the  foreclosure 
of  railway  mortgages,  and  his  practice  has  been  chiefly  in  the  Federal 
courts  throughout  the  country.  He  was  counsel  for  the  American 
Conti-acting  and  Dredging  Company,  which  had  the  contract  for 
dredging  the  Panama  Canal,  and  represents  other  corporations. 

He  was  for  two  years  one  of  the  examiners  of  applicants  for  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  and  is  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society  and  of  the  University,  Grolier,  Delta 
Phi,  and  Downtown  clubs.  In  1876  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Honorable  Francis  Larkin,  a  leading  lawyer  of  Westchester  County. 


ONES,  MEREDITH  LEWIS  (born  in  Carbondale,  Luzerne— 
now  Lackawanna — County,  Pennsylvania,  April  30,  1840),  is 
the  son  of  Judge  Lewis  Jones,  and  grandson  of  Lewis  Jones, 
of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  branch  of  the  old  Jones 
family  of  Long  Island  and  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  He  is  also  descended 
from  the  Benedicts,  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  and  Orange  County, 
New  York;  while  through  his  mother,  a  daughter  of  William  Gibson, 
of  New  York  City,  he  is  descended  from  the  English  family  of 
^Vliarton.  He  received  his  education  at  the  Luzerne  Presbyterian 
Institute,  of  Wyoming,  Pennsylvania,  studied  law  with  his  father  at 
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Scranton,  and  was  about  to  enter  Coliiinliia  College  Law  Scliool  in 
1802  when  he  decided  instead  to  hecoine  a  volunteer.  Previously,  in 
1861,  he  had  organized  a  company  of  seventy  men  for  nnlitary  drill, 
and  to  prepare  for  service,  and  of  this  compaii\  no  less  than  forty- 
eight  lu'came  commissioned  ofiiccis  during    I  lie    Civil    W'ai-.  souu>  of 


MEREDITH   LEWIS   JONES. 


them  attaining  high  rank.  In  18G2  Mr.  Jones  enlisted  as  a  commis- 
sioned officer  of  Company  E,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  A^olunteers.  and  served  as  personal  aide  on  the  staff 
of  Major-General  Abner  l>oubleday,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  a  number  of  lesser  engagements. 
At  Gettysburg,  as  aide,  he  bronght  np  the  first  battery  that  opened 
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fire,  wHle  during  the  fight  of  the  third  day  he  had  a  horse  shot  under 
him.  Later  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Company  B  in  the 
same  regiment,  and  was  afterward  ofl'ered  the  command  of  a  new  regi- 
ment by  Governor  Curtin,  which  he  declined. 

He  resumed  his  law  studies  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Scranton  in  1S69.  He  practiced  at  Scranton  until  1876, 
when  he  removed  to  New  York  City.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
Lafayette  Post,  140,  Grand  Anny  of  the  Repxiblic,  and  has  been  junior 
and  senior  vice-commander,  and  delegate  to  the  department  encamp- 
ment. He  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution 
and  of  Kane  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  West-side 
Republican  and  Colonial  clubs.  In  1894  he  was  urged  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  New  York  Assembly  by  the  Republican  and  Good 
Government  clubs  of  his  district,  but  declined. 

He  was  married  in  1864  to  Delia  Silliman,  daughter  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Minott  Mitchell,  and  a  granddaughter  of  the  late  AVilliam  Silli- 
man. He  has  one  daughter,  Annie  Meredith  Jones,  wife  of  G.  F.Warren, 
of  the  New  York  law  firm  of  Anderson,  Anderson  &  Warren. 


EENE,  EOSWELL  WILLLIM  (born  near  the  village  of  Co- 
penhagen, Lewis  County,  New  York,  April  17,  1837),  is  the 
son  of  Roswell  William  Keene  and  Sally  Maria  Loud  and 
grandson  of  William  Keene,  whose  ancestors  settled  in  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1636.  His  mother,  daughter  of  Doctor  John  Loud,  is  de- 
scended from  Scotch  ancestors,  who,  prior  to  1676,  settled  in  Sagada- 
hoc, on  the  Kennebec  River,  in  Maine  (being  the  first  settlers),  subse- 
quently removing  to  Ipswich,  Massachusetts.  Francis  Loud,  Junior, 
of  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  son  of  the  first  settler,  married  Onner 
Prince,  daughter  of  Isaac  Prince,  whose  wife,  INIary  Turner,  was  a  de- 
scendant in  the  fourth  generation  from  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  the 
Mayfloioer.  Doctor  John  Loud  was  the  grandson  of  Francis  Loud, 
Junior.  After  his  marriage  to  Susannah  Shaw  in  1805  he  removed 
from  Weymouth  to  Copenhagen,  New  York. 

Mr.  Keene  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place 
and  at  the  Gouverneur  Wesleyan  Seminary  in  Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1858.  He  studied 
law  in  the  ofEce  of  his  brother,  Edwin  R.  Keene,  of  Jefferson  County^ 
New  York,  was  also  tutored  by  Professor  S.  D.  Barr,  of  Watertown, 
New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Syracuse  in  October, 
1859.  He  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Car- 
thage, Jefferson  County,  where  he  continued  ten  years.  After  eight 
months  spent  in  travel  he  located  in  New  York  City,  and  has  since 
been  in  active  practice  here,  building  up  a  large  business. 

He  has  carried  to  a  successful  termination  in  the  courts  a  number  of 
novel  and  interesting  cases,  involving  large  interests.    He  is  counsel 


HISTORY    OF    TIIK    BENCH    AND    liAlt    OF    XKW    YOIIK 


223 


I'oi'  till"  iMiuily  of  the  Inte  .huries  Mnurice,  deceased,  and  attorney  for 
some  ol"  the  iieirs  of  the  A.  T.  Stewnrt  estiite.  In  isn2  Mr.  Keene 
enlisted  for  the  Union  army,  but  was  rejected  by  the  mcdiriil  examiner 


on  account  of  poor  health  at  the  time.  He  has  done  some  literary 
work,  Including  a  book  on  the  "  Diamond  Fields  of  South  Africa" 
(1872)  and  a  novel  not  yet  published. 
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]ELLOGG,  LUTHER  LAFLIIST,  was  bom  in  Maiden,  Ulster 
County,  New  York,  July  1,  1849.  His  father,  Nathan  Kel- 
logg, was  a  graduate  of  the  Troy  Polytechnic  Institute  at 
Troy,  New  York,  and  became  a  prominent  merchant  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  North  River  bluestone.  He  was 
of  New  England  ancestry,  the  family  originally  settling  in  Norwalk, 
Connecticut,  in  1630.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Lxither  Laflin, 
of  an  old  Massachusetts  family,  and  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers 
of  gunpowder  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Kellogg's  early  education  was  entirely  at  private  schools.  In 
1870  he  was  graduated  from  Rutgers  College,  New  Brunswick,  subse- 
quently receiving  from  that  college  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He 
read  law  in  New  York  City,  in  the  office  of  Honorable  James  Emott,  at 
one  time  one  of  the  judges  of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court,  at  the 
same  time  attending  law  lectures  in  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  laws  in  1872.  In  October 
of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  ba.r,  and  in  Novem- 
ber of  that  year  became  Junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Emott,  Hammond 
&  Stockeny.  He  has  obtained  recognition  as  a  prominent  and  success- 
ful lawyer,  and  is  now  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Kellogg,  Rose 
&  Smith. 

Mr.  Kellogg  has  made  a  specialty  of  municipal  law,  more  particularly 
in  its  relation  to  the  liability  of  cities  under  contracts  and  their  con- 
struction, and  his  opinions  have  a  recognized  weight  and  authority  on 
this  branch  of  the  law.  He  has  been  employed  as  special  counsel  in 
many  important  cases.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  case  of 
O'Brien  vs.  the  Mayor,  a  test  case  brought  to  establish  the  liability  of 
New  York  City  under  contracts  made  for  building  the  new  Croton 
aqueduct,  and  involving  many  millions  of  dollars;  also  the  cases  of 
Brady  vs.  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mayor  vs.  Brady,  involving  a  large  sum 
of  money  and  the  right  of  recovery  on  contracts  based  on  unbalanced 
bids.  In  the  latter  case  his  principal  opponent  in  all  the  courts  was 
the  late  Honorable  Roscoe  Conkling.  He  was  attorney  in  the  cases  of 
Paine  vs.  Dunn  and  Brett  vs.  Brett,  involving  the  validity  of  convey- 
ances alleged  to  have  been  made  during  periods  of  temporary  insanity 
and  imbecility,  and  in  each  case  was  successful  in  restoring  to  his 
clients  property  of  which  they  had  been  deprived.  Of  late  years  he 
has  appeared  in  court  in  almost  eveiy  case  of  importance  affecting 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Kellogg  drew  up  (and  argued  successfully  for  its  passage)  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  the  statute  found  in  chaiDter 
315,  Laws  of  New  York  of  1878,  giving  to  material  men  the  right  to 
acquire  a  lien  oH  the  monej^s  of  city  contractors  due  under  city  con- 
tracts. This  is  the  first  statute  of  the  kind  ever  framed  in  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  adopted  in  many  other  States.  He  is  a  member 
of  many  city  clubs,  of  a  number  of  which  he  is  an  ofiicer,  and  is  a 
dii-ector  in  various  corporations. 
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KXE,  CORNELIUS  EUGENE  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
November  6,  1852),  is  tlie  son  of  .(olin  R.  and  Ellen  J.  Kene. 
His  i)arents  i-pmoved  to  Tuckalioe,  Westchester  (Jounty,  when 
he  was  a  ehihl,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  county  until  1807.     Tie  studied  in  private  ])reparatory  schools  in 
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New  York  City,  Baltimore,  and  Ilchester,  Maryland,  nntil  1871,  and 
entering  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  was  graduated  in  May, 
1873.    In  December  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to_the  bar.     To 
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gain  a  thorougli  knowledge  of  general  practice,  tie  continued  Ms 
studies  for  four  years  more  Avitli  the  firm  of  Close  &  Robertson,  at 
White  Plains,  ^Yestchester  County.  He  spent  the  legislative  winters 
of  1876  and  1877  with  Senator  Robertson,  as  clerk  of  the  Senate  judi- 
ciary committee  at  Albany,  and  as  assistant  to  Honorable  Montgomery 
H.  Throop  in  the  work  of  revising  and  editing  the  "  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure." 

In  1877  Mr.  Kene  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Banks,  Keogh  & 
Kene,  which  later  became  Banks  &  Kene,  with  offices  at  New  Rochelle 
and  Portchester.  Since  January,  1879,  he  has  practiced  alone.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Westchester  bar 
when,  in  1 885,  he  opened  an  office  in  New  York  City.  He  has  been 
elected  police  justice,  civil  justice,  and  corporation  counsel  of  New 
Rochelle,  of  which  he  remains  a  citizen.  His  clientage  extends  over 
several  counties  and  into  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He  has  been  coixn- 
sel  in  a  large  number  of  important  litigations  involving  large  interests 
and  intricate  legal  questions,  and  has  earned  the  reputation  of  an  in- 
dustrious student  and  safe  adviser. 

Although  so  busy  as  a  professional  man,  Mr.  Kene  cultivates  litera- 
ture and  the  arts.  He  is  a  classical  scholar,  speaking  several  modern 
languages.  He  is  the  author  of  translations,  for  private  circulation,  in 
poetry  and  prose  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers.  He  is  a  popular 
public  speaker  and  has  delivered  numerous  addresses. 


ENYON,  WILLIAM  HOUSTON  (born  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Januarj^  5,  1856),  is  of  Scotch  parentage,  the  son  of 
Robert  Kenyon,  from  Dumfries,  Scotland,  and  Jean  Hous- 
ton, from  Ayrshire.  Both  parents  came  to  this  country  as 
children  and  grew  up  and  were  married  in  Thompsonville,  Connecti- 
cut. After  marriage  their  residence  was,  successively,  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Philadelphia,  and  New  York  City.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Old  South  School  of  Hartford,  the  Hancock  Grammar 
School  and  Central  High  School  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876,  having 
taken  pi'izes  in  mathematics,  drawing,  English,  Latin,  Greek,  natural  his- 
tory, and  law.  In  1883  he  received  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  After 
graduation  he  became  tutor  in  Latin  from  1876  to  1880,  at  the  same 
time  doing  much  private  teaching,  reading  law,  and  attending  Colum- 
bia College  Law  School,  in  which  he  not  only  took  the  required  course 
in  municipal  law  under  Professors  Theodore  W.  D wight  and  George 
Chase,  but  also  the  optional  course  in  constitutional  and  international 
law  under  Professor  Burgess.  He  was  graduated  in  May,  1879,  having 
taken  third  prize  in  municipal  law  and  the  only  prize  in  international 
law.  He  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar,  and,  selecting  the  specialty 
of  the  patent  law,  began  a  special  preparation  under  the  direction  of 
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Edward   N.   Dickerson,   Senior,   one   of   the  earliest    leaders   in   this 
si)ecialty. 

In   1880  j\Ir.  Kenjon  became  associated  witli  Cansten  Brov\ne,  then 
one  of  the  leading  patent  specialists  at  the  Boston  bar  and  at  one  time 


president  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association.  In  188ij  the  firm  became 
Browne,  Witter  &  Kenyon,  inclnding  ^Vi^iam  C.  Witter,  of  New  York, 
who  for  fifteen  years  had  been  associated  in  the  practice  of  j)atent  law 
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with  George  Gifford,  father  of  the  specialty  ;  in  1887  it  became  Witter 
&  Kenj'on.  The  firm  now  consists  of  William  C.  Witter,  William  H. 
Kenyon,  Alan  D.  Kenyon  and  Robert  JST.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Kenyon's 
younger  brothers,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  department  of 
patent  law. 

Mr.  Kenyon  drafted  an  amendment  to  the  Design  Patent  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  known  as  the  Act  of  February  5,  1887,  and  argued 
in  its  favor  against  strenuous  opposition  before  the  patent  committees 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  before  the  executive  branch  of  the 
government.  The  constitutionality  of  the  law,  though  hotly  assailed, 
has  been  since  upheld  by  the  United  States  courts,  and  the  practical 
benefits  in  the  added  respect  paid  to  design  patents  of  the  United 
States  have  been  great.  Mr.  Kenyon  has  been  connected  with  many  of 
the  important  patent  litigations  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  including  the 
telephone  cases,  the  Brush  electric  arc  lamp  and  dynamo  and  storage 
battery  cases,  the  Eagleton  and  Gary  furniture-spring  cases,  the  fruit- 
jar  litigations,  the  Brewster  side-bar  buggy  and  lamp  cases,  the  Edison 
electric  incandescent  lamp  litigation,  the  Bate  refrigerator  and  Pohl 
cases  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  and  important  carpet  and 
carpet-design,  ice-machine,  and  beer-filtering  cases. 

He  was  married  April  21,  1887,  to  Maria  Wellington  Stanwood,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whose  family  is  of  the  Stanwoods  of  Gloucester, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Wellingtons,  Thorndykes,  and  Yates  of  Arling- 
ton, Massachusetts.  They  have  two  children,  Dorothy  and  Theodore 
Stanwood  Kenyon.  Mr.  Kenyon  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  the  University,  Lawyers',  Colonial,  and  Delta  Kappa  Epsi- 
lon  clubs,  the  St.  Andrew's  and  New  England  societies,  and  the  City, 
State,  and  American  Bar  associations.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment. 
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EOGH,  MARTIN  JEROME  (born  in  Ireland  in  1S53),  like 
most  young  men  of  Catholic  parents  in  the  south  of  Ireland 
in  his  time,  had  his  higher  education  broken  off  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Catholic  University  which  had  been  established  at 
Dublin  under  the  management  of  Cardinal  Newman.  The  branches  of 
this  institution  established  throughout  the  country  were  attended  by 
the  flower  of  Ireland's  youth,  but  the  failure  of  the  University  at  Dub- 
lin involved  the  closing  of  the  branches,  and  many  of  the  students 
came  to  the  United  States. 

Judge  Keogh  was  one  of  these,  coming  to  this  country  while  yet  a 
minor,  his  only  capital  being  an  academic  education.  He  supported 
himself  by  work  on  the  press  while  studying  law,  and  in  1876  was 
graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  the  New  York  University  as  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class. 

He  began  practice  in  Westchester  County,  where  he  speedily  won 
distinction  in  competition  with  such  veterans  as  Isaac  T.  Williams, 
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Edwnid  Wells,  (iiilviii  Frost,  Judge  .1.0.  Dykman,  and  W.  Bourke 
Cockr.m.  One  (if  liis  intcresliiig  cases  was  the  defense  of  a  poor  negro 
on  trial  for  murder.  Tlie  coiitciition  that  the  man's  l)rain  was  diseased 
attracted  the  attention  of  ulicnists  ('vei\  \\  liere,  and  an  autopsy  proved 


his  theory  correct.  He  defended  prisoners  in  no  less  than  twelve 
capital  cases  and  had  the  remarkable  record  of  having  acquitted  every 
one  of  them.    He  acted  upon  the  tradition  of  not  hesitating  to  defend 
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the  most  lowly  criminal,  while  at  the  same  time  being  counsel  for 
wealthy  men  and  great  estates  in  and  around  New  York  City.  In  less 
than  ten  years  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  had  accumulated  a 
fortune  and  purchased  a  charming  estate  on  Long  Island  Sound. 

Judge  Keogh  has  adhered  strictly  to  his  profession,  never  taking 
part  in  public  aifairs,  except  that  in  1892  he  was  one  of  the  Democratic 
presidential  electors.  At  the  meeting  of  the  electoral  college  at  Wash- 
ington he  distinguished  himself  by  his  fearless  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  recommending  the  election  by  the  New  York 
Legislature  of  the  machine  candidate  to  the  United  States  Senate,  the 
proposed  resolution  being  intended  as  an  insult  to  President  Cleveland, 
his  opposition  to  the  candidate  in  question  being  well  known.  Judge 
Keogh's  effective  protest  attracted  wide  attention,  and  he  was  warned 
that  it  would  be  hopeless  ever  to  aspire  to  public  office.  This  threat 
did  not,  however,  deter  him  from  accepting  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  second  judicial  district  of 
New  York,  made  at  the  suggestion  of  judges  of  that  court ;  and 
although  the  State  went  Republican  by  90,000  majority  in  November, 
1895,  he  was  elected,  being  the  only  successful  candidate  on  the  Demo- 
cratic State  ticket.  His  election  was  a  personal  tribute,  the  bar,  irre- 
spective of  party,  and  the  Republican  press  supporting  him. 

Judge  Keogh  was  married  in  1893  to  Katharine  Temple  Emmet, 
great-granddaughter  of  fhe  patriot  and  lawyer,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  and  the  Vaudeville,  Metro- 
l^olitan,  New  York  Yacht,  Westchester  Country,  and  Turf  and  Field 
clubs. 

ETCHUM,  ALEXANDER  PHOENIX  (born  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  May  11,  1839),  is  the  son  of  Edgar  Ketchum 
and  Elizabeth  Phoenix,  descended  through  both  lines  from 
distinguished  old  New  York  families.  Through  his  grand- 
parents on  his  father's  side  (John  Jauncey  Ketchum  and  Susanna 
Jauncey,  who  were  cousins)  a  double  line  comes  down  from  Guleyn 
Vigne  and  Adrianna  Cavilge,  as  also  from  Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven, 
Secretary  of  New  Netherlands,  "  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  the 
defenses  of  New  Amsterdam  in  the  list  of  I66o."  Through  his  mother 
he  is  descended  from  Jacob  Phoenix  and  Anna  Van  Vleck,  who  appear 
in  Dominie  Selwyn's  list  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  1686.  His  grand- 
father was  Reverend  Alexander  Phoenix,  and  his  great-grandfather 
Daniel  Phoenix,  the  illustrious  merchant,  who  as  chairman  of  the 
delegation  of  merchants  in  1789  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  on 
the  occasion  of  Washington's  inauguration,  and  was  the  first  comp- 
troller of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  office  he  held  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  a  member  of  the  first  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York. 
Colonel  Ketchum  was  educated  in  New  York,  being  graduated  with 
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honors  I'ldiii  I  lie  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  18/58,  after  having 
won  i)rizes  in  natunil  tiistory,  drawing,  niatliciiialics,  and  oratoiy.  lie 
served  a  year  as  tutor  in  drawing  and  niatlieniatics  in  this  college,  and 
in  18(i()  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  and  the  same  year 
admitted  to  the  bar.  The  Civil  War  tlien  breaking  out,  he  beeame 
connected  with  the  department  of  the  iSonth,  and  as  a  staff  officer  of 
the  military  governor  of  South  Carolina,  General  Rufus  Saxton,  was 
active  in  the  conduct  of  afl'aiis  on  the  Southern  coast.  Transferred  to 
the  stall' of  ^fajoI•-General  Oliver  ().  Howard  in  18(5.'),  he  served  as  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  in  Cliarleston,  and  later  in  Washington. 
In  September,  18G7,  he  resigiieil  from  the  army  with  the  rank  of 
brevet-colonel. 

In  1809  Colonel  Ketchuiu  was  apiioiuted  by  President  Grant  asses- 
sor of  internal  revenue  for  tiie  ninth  district  of  New  York ;  later 
became  collector  for  tlu^  same  district ;  in  1874  was  tran.sl'erred  to  the 
customs  service  as  general  a])praiser  of  the  port  of  New  Yoi-k,  and 
in  1883  was  appointed  by  President  Arthur  chief  appraiser  of  the 
same  port,  resigning  in  188.")  with  tlie  accession  of  President  Cleveland, 
lie  lias  since  devoted  liimself  exclusively  to  the  practice  of  law,  build- 
ing up  a  large  and  lucrative  business  along  the  lines  in  which  his 
father  was  so  successful — the  (charge  of  estates  and  conveyancing, 
important  customs  suits  in  the  United  States  courts,  and  a  consider- 
able general  practice. 

As  a  resident  of  Harlem  since  1830  Colonel  Ketchum  has  been  active 
in  the  development  of  iipper  New  York.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Mount  Morris  Bank,  and  its  first  president.  In  1890  and  1891 
he  was  ])resident  of  the  Presbyterian  Union  of  New  York  City,  while 
he  has  been  prominent  in  connection  with  the  Young  i\Ien's  Christian 
Union  and  various  benevolent  and  educational  projects.  He  has  done 
considerable  literary  work  and  has  delivered  many  public  addresses, 
that  on  Garfield,  delivered  before  the  students  of  West  Point,  being 
especially  notable.  For  four  years  Colonel  Ketchum  was  jn-esident  of 
the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  Y'ork ;  is 
president  of  the  City  College  Club  ;  and  a  member  of  the  military 
order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  City  and  State  Bar  Associations,  the 
Numismatic  Society,  Archaeological  Society,  New  England  Society, 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  and  the  Republican,  Harlem  Republican, 
Harlem,  Quill,  Merchants,  Central,  and  Alpha  Delta  Phi  clubs,  and  the 
New  Y'ork,  Atlantic,  Larchmont,  New  Rochelle,  Riverside,  and  Rhode 
Island  yacht  clubs. 
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ETCHUM,  EDGAR  (born  in  New  York  City,  July  15,  1840), 
is  tlie  brother  of  Colonel  Alexander  Phoenix  Ketchum,  of 
the  ]Dreceding  sketch.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city,  being  gradiiated  in  1860  from  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts.  In  1862  he  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College 
Law  School,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  tliis  city.  He  entered  the 
Union  army  as  second  lieutenant  of  the  Signal  Corps,  March  3,  1863  ; 
in  August,  1864,  was  stationed  at  the  signal  camp  of  instruction  at 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  soon  after  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
Fort  Signal  Hill,  about  six  miles  from  Richmond,  and  during  the 
operations  about  the  Confederate  capital  so  distinguished  himself  as 
to  receive  special  mention  in  the  report  of  Captain  L.  B.  Norton,  chief 
signal  officer  of  the  department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  In 
January,  1865,  he  participated  in  the  Fort  Fisher  expedition,  serving 
on  the  staffs  of  Generals  Charles  J.  Paine  and  Alfred  H.  Terry,  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  difficult  manoeuvres,  including  the  perilous  night 
operations,  preceding  the  capture  of  that  fortress.  After  the  capture 
he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  signal  station  on  the  Northeast  para- 
pet of  the  fort,  and  narrowly  escaped  death  through  the  explosion  of 
an  adjacent  magazine.  A  little  later  he  was  appointed  signal  officer 
on  the  staff  of  General  J.  M.  Schofield,  and  was  subsequently  assigned 
to  duty  as  chief  signal  officer  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  commanded 
by  General  Jacob  D.  Cox,  composing  the  left  wing  of  General  Scho- 
field's  army  in  the  operations  against  Wilmington,  and  in  this  capacity 
participated  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Anderson,  the  battle  of  Town  Creek, 
and  the  capture  of  Wilmington.  He  sailed  up  the  Cape  Fear  River 
with  a  gunboat  expedition  to  open  communications  with  General 
Sherman  ;  as  signal  officer  on  General  Terry's  staff,  took  part  in  the 
Northward  march  through  North  Carolina,  and  the  battles  of  Benton- 
ville  and  Averysborough  ;  and  subsequently  operated  with  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  in  Virginia  until  the  fall  of  Richmond,  when  he 
returned  to  the  signal  camp  at  Georgetown,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, August  12,  1865,  with  the  brevet  of  first  lieutenant  for  gallant 
services  at  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brevet  of  captain  for  his  general 
gallantry  during  the  war.  On  his  return  to  New  York  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  engineer,  with  the  rank  of  major,  in  the  First 
Brigade,  first  division,  New  York  National  Guard,  which  position  he 
held  for  three  years,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

After  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Ketchum  began  the  practice  of  law 
in  New  York  City,  which  he  has  continued  ever  since,  building  up  a 
valuable  clientage.  He  has  argued  cases  in  all  the  State  courts,  includ- 
ing the  Court  of  Appeals,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States  district 
courts  and  the  various  Supreme  courts.  His  practice  has  been  espe- 
cially in  the  department  of  real  estate  law,  in  the  examination  of  titles 
and  conveyancing. 
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In  1869  lie  wiis  iimi-ricil  to  Aii^clicn  SclmyliT,  (l.iiiiilnci'  <i\'  Smith  W. 
Anderson,  :in  old  New  York  iiicicliiiiit.  Tlu'v  Ikivc  two  cliildicii.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  \v;ir  vetcnuis  ol'  the  Seventh  Ke^iiiient,  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  tlie  veteran  organization  of  the  Signal 
Corps,  Lafayette  Post,  (»i"iiid  Army  of  the  Pe|)iil)lic,  and  tlie  military 
order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  is  treasurer  of  tiie  Harlem  Library. 

He  is  an  active  promoter  of  the  "Christian  Endeavor"  movement, 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cluirch  of  the  Pilgrims  in  Harlem, 
and  is  at  present  a  meiid)er  of  the  Collegiate  Dutcli  Church,  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Fortv-eiglith  Street. 


INGSLEY,  PINE  WRIGHT  (born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  County, 
New  York,  August  1,  1824),  is  the  son  of  Elias  Kingsley  and 
Nancy  Howe,  of  early  New  England  ancestry  on  botli  sides. 
He  attended  public  and  classical  schools  and  Lima  seminary 
in  Livingston  County,  studied  law  with  Linus  W.  Thayer,  of  Warsaw, 
Talcott  &  Love,  Foster  &  Bossent,  and  John  Ganson.  of  Buffalo,  had 
charge  of  the  lawyers'  library  at  Buffalo  for  one  year,  and  was  adnut- 
ted  to  the  bar  there  in  November,  1850.  He  removed  to  New  York  City 
in  May,  1858.  He  is  author  of  articles  on  William  Pinckney,  Webster, 
Ediuund  Burke,  Washington,  Jefferson,  Patrick  Henry,  Calhoun. 
Hamilton,  Claj^,  and  Rufus  Choate.  He  also  published  replies  to  the 
views  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  Attorney-General  Black  on  the 
slavery  question  in  1859. 

lSSA]\r,   BENJAIMIN   TREDWELL  (born   at  64    Beekman 
Street,  New  York  City,  February  17,   1819),   is  the  son  of 
Joseph  Kissam  and  Ann  M.  Embury,  and  is  descended  from 
John  Kissam,  who  was  born  in  Flushing,  Long  Island,  in 
1664.     His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Endiury,  born  in  1765. 

Mr.  Kissam  received  his  early  education  at  the  hands  of  a  Quakeress 
teacher  and  under  the  tutorship  of  the  celebrated  Benjamin  Mortimer 
and  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  all  of  New  York  City,  and  in  .lune,  1826,  entered 
Nazareth  Hall,  a  Moravian  school  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1831  he  entered 
Oxford  Academy,  at  Oxford,  New  York.  He  was  graduated  from 
Columbia  College  in  1838  and  pursued  his  legal  studies  in  this  city 
with  Tillou  &  Cutting  and  Samuel  B.  Romaine.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Utica  in  July,  1841,  and  has  practiced  in  New  York  City 
continuously  since  that  time. 

Among  his  more  important  cases  are  those  of  Emburys  vs.  Conner 
(2  Sand.  R.  98  ;  S.  C.  3  N.  Y.  511),  Embury  (\s.  Sheldon  (68  N.  Y.  227), 
Ludlow  vs.  Van  Ness  et  al.  (8  Bos.  178),  Peojile  ex  reh  Debenetti  rs. 
Clerk  of  the  Marine  Court  (^3  Ab.  309),  and  Excelsior  Petroleum  Com- 
pany vs.  Lacy  and  others  (3  llun  111  ;  5  N.  Y.,  S.  C.  (T.  &  C.)  305; 
S.  C.  63,  N.  Y.  422). 
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LING,  ABRAM  RONALD  (born  in  New  York  City,  May  6, 
1853),  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Betsey  Kling,  who  removed  to 
New  York  City  fi'om  Schoharie  County,  New  York.  He  was 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1872,  pursued  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Jernigan,  Smith  &  Baldwin,  of  New  York,  and 
completed  the  course  at  Columbia  College  Law  School.  In  1873  be  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  and  has  continuously  practiced  law 
in  the  city  since  that  date. 

Among  prominent  cases  with  which  Mr.  Kling  has  been  connected 
may  be  mentioned  the  important  action  against  the  Navassa  Phosphate 
Company,  which  he  successfully  prosecuted  as  counsel  for  various 
banks,  and  which  involved  the  liability  of  corporations  for  the  acts  of 
their  oflBcers  in  issuing  promissory  notes  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
corporation.  In  this  case  some  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State 
were  opposed  to  him.  He  was  also  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  the 
celebrated  cases  of  Govin  vs.  Miranda,  which  involved  the  validity  of 
undelivered  trust  deeds  and  which  were  iinallj^  adjudicated  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  his  clients  becoming  possessed  of  a  very  large  estate. 

Mr.  Kling  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  American  Surety  Company 
of  New  York  and  of  the  Bowery  Bank. 


NOX,  JOHN  MASON  (born  in  New  York  City,  September  23, 
1820  ;  died  January  29,  1894),  was  the  eldest  son  of  Reverend 
John  Knox,  S.  T.  D.,  senior  minister  of  the  Collegiate  Re- 
formed Dutch  Clmrch  of  New  York  from  1816  to  18.'58,  and 
Euphemia  Prevoost,  daughter  of  Reverend  John  Mitchell  Mason, 
S.  T.  D.,  of  New  York,  Provost  of  Columbia  College.  He  was  educated 
at  William  Forest's  School  and  at  Columbia  College,  being  graduated 
from  the  latter  in  1838  and  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of  master 
of  arts.  He  received  his  legal  education  under  the  instruction  of 
Judge  John  L.  Mason  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar  in  1841.  His  entire  professional  life  was  spent  in  New 
York  City.  He  was  associated  for  about  two  years  with  S.  Weir  Roose- 
velt, under  the  name  of  Knox  &  Roosevelt,  and  from  1849  to  1878  with 
Ms  cousin,  John  Mitchell  Mason,  as  Knox  &  Mason. 

Among  the  more  prominent  cases  with  which  he  was  connected 
were  Burrill  vs.  Boardman  (the  Roosevelt  Hospital  case),  Knox  vs. 
Jones,  the  matter  of  the  Empire  City  Bank,  the  matter  of  the  will  of 
Harriet  D.  Cruger,  and  Rowland  vs.  Union  Theological  Seminary.  His 
j)ractice  was  confined  more  especially  to  the  business  of  estates.  He 
was  an  expert  in  drafting  wills  (not  a  single  will  drawn  by  him  has 
been  overthrown)  and  in  examining  titles  to  real  estate,  and  a  recog- 
nized specialist  in  questions  of  real  estate  law.  He  was  also,  very 
learned  in  jarofane  and  sacred  history. 

Mr.  Knox  was  for  many  years  trustee  of  common  schools  in  the 
Fifteenth  Ward,  trustee  and  president  of  the  Northern  Dispensary, 
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trustee  and  in-csidcnt  of  liooscvdl  Hospital  froiu  1804  to  1894,  treasurer 
of  Leuke  &  Walls  Oriilian  House  fiom  18(;:5  to  18'J4,  a  cliarter  member 


of  the  New  York  City  Bar  Association,  and  a  member  of^  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association. 
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NOX,  JUNIOR,  JOHN  MASON  (born  at  40  Great  Jones 
Street,  New  York  City,  May  28,  1849),  is  the  son  of  the  fore- 
going and  of  Maria  Livingston,  daughter  of  Honorable  Fran- 
cis A.  Livingston,  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Rhinebeck, 
New  York,  and  an  officer  of  the  State  militia.  Mr.  Knox  received  his 
early  education  under  Honorable  Thomas  Hunter  at  Grammar  School 
No.  35,  New  York  City,  and  was  graduatec^  from  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York  in  1868  and  from  the  University  of  Bonn,  in  Ger- 
many, in  1870.  He  studied  law  in  the  offices  of  Knox  &  Mason,  New 
York  City,  and  in  1872  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law 
School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  March,  1872,  since 
which  time  he  has  jjracticed  in  this  city  in  association  with  his  father 
■until  the  latter's  death.  Mr.  Knox  is  especially  active  in  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  the  drafting  of  wills.  He  is  counsel  for  the  Roosevelt  Hospital, 
the  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  House,  and  the  Brooklyn  City  Dispensary. 


OONES,  JOHN  ALEXANDER  (born  in  New  York  City, 
March  18,  1848),  is  the  son  of  John  Scholl  Koones  and  Helen 
McKensie  Forbes.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Free  Academy 
(now  College)  of  the  City  of  New  York,  was  admitted  to  the 
junior  class  of  Rutger's  College,  studied  law  with  Stephen  Merrihew, 
was  graduated  from  the  New  York  University  Law  School  in  1873,  and 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  city  the  same  year;  has  appeared  in  many 
interesting  cases  and  is  author  of  "  Everybody's  Law  Book  "  (1892). 


UDLICH,  HERMAN  CHARLES  (born  in  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey,  February  5,  1860),  is  the  son  of  Doctor  Hans  Kudlich 
and  Louisa  Vogt.  His  father,  an  Austrian  lawyer  and 
patriot,  was  a  leader  in  the  Revolution  of  1848,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Revolutionary  Reichstag,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
secured  the  passage  of  statutes  liberating  the  peasants  from  the  species 
of  feudal  bondage  then  in  operation.  He  was  known  as  the  "  Bauern 
Befreier"  (Liberator  of  the  Peasant).  Three  monuments  have  been 
erected  in  his  honor  in  Austria,  and  a  street  in  Vienna  is  named  after 
him.  The  failure  of  the  Revolution  of  1848,  however,  forced  him  to 
fiee  to  Switzerland,  where  he  studied  medicine,  while  continued  per- 
secution drove  him  at  length  to  America.  Judge  Kudlich's  mother, 
Louisa  Vogt,  was  also  of  a  prominent  Revolutionary  family  whose 
members  fled  from  Giessen  to  Switzerland  in  1848.  Her  brother  is  the 
well-known  Professor  Carl  Vogt,  of  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Judge  Kudlich  was  educated  in  the  Hoboken  Academy,  and  thei'e- 
after  studied  at  Zurich,  Switzerland  ;  he  attended  the  New  York  Uni- 
versity for  two  years,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of 
Columbia  College  in  1880,  with  honors.  He  continued  his  law  studies 
in  the  offices  of  Lewis  Sanders  and  Sigismund  Kaufman,  both  now 
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dece:isc<l,  ;iii(l  was  iulmittrd  to  the  bar  iit  J'ouglikeepsie,  New  York,  in 
18S1,  at  oiicc  oiiciiiiiu  a  law  ofIi(v  in  this  city. 

He  has  built  11)1  a  hwixc  i)ractice,  and  is  prominent  among  the 
Germans  of  New  Yorl<  City,  where  be  has  resided  since  the  fall  of 
1889.     lie  was  at   oni'   time   the  attoi-ney  for  the  (Jennnn  Legal  Aid 
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Society  and  other  organizations.  Mr.  Kudlich  is  one  of  the  new  city 
magistrates  appointed  by  Mayor  Strong  under  the  special  legislation 
enacted  for  the  leformation  of  the  criminal  judiciary  of  New  York 
City,  so  long  depreciated  during  the  period  of  Tammany  misrule  of  the 
city.  In  co-operation  with  his  associate  justices,  he  has  inaiigurated  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  our  police  courts. 
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ACOMBE,  EMILE  HENRY  (bora  in  New  York  City,  January 
29,  1846),  received  his  early  education  in  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege Grammar  School,  was  graduated  from  Columbia  College 
as   fourth  honor  man   in   1863,   and   was    graduated   from 
Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1865. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  city  in  1867,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  private  practice  of  law  here  until  December,  1875.  At  that  time 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York  as  a  subordinate,  and  rose  through  the  different  grades  until  he 
was  appointed  corporation  counsel  June  1,  1884. 

He  resigned  this  office  June  30,  1887,  and  on  the  following  day  took 
his  place  upon  the  bench  as  United  States  circuit  judge  for  the  second 
circuit.  He  has  delivered  able  opinions  on  some  of  the  most  important 
cases  which  have  appeared  in  our  courts  in  recent  years. 


jARDNER,  WILLIAM  JEREMIAH,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  October  22,  1858.  His  father  died,  leaving  the  mother 
with  four  young  children,  when  he  was  five  years  old,  ke 
being  the  second  child.  He  was  educated  in  the  New  York 
public  schools.  Obliged  to  go  to  work  when  very  young,  he  continued, 
by  special  permission,  a  course  in  the  college  of  Saint  Francis  Xavier, 
with  the  intention  of  ultimately  preparing  for  the  priesthood,  but 
abandoned  all  thought  of  this  calling  on  account  of  those  depending 
upon  him.  He  attended  the  Law  School  of  the  New  York  University 
while  continuing  in  the  law  office  of  the  late  Du  Plessis  M.  Helm,  and 
was  graduated  fi'om  the  Law  School  in  1877,  and  admitted  to  the  bar 
upon  his  twenty-first  birthday,  October  22,  1876. 

He  at  once  entered  upon  a  successful  practice.  In  1888  he  was 
appointed  deputy  attorney-general  of  the  State  by  Honorable  Charles 
F.  Tabor,  attorney-general  under  Governor  Hill,  and  was  re-appointed 
for  a  second  term  in  1890.  Although  the  youngest  man  ever  chosen  to 
the  office,  he  performed  its  difficult  duties  with  skill  and  ability',  and 
upon  the  accession  of  Attorney-General  Simon  W.  Rosendale  in  1892  was 
retained  for  a  third  term.  As  representative  of  the  attoi-ney-general 
he  figured  in  many  important  cases,  including  the  dissolution  proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Loan  and  Trust  Company  and  of  the  Canal 
Street,  North  River,  and  Madison  Square  banks.  He  was  also  asso- 
ciated with  Honorable  Charles  F.  Tabor  and  Honorable  Roger  A. 
Pryor  in  the  famous  Sugar  Trust  case.  He  appeared  frequently  in 
proceedings  tending  to  the  escheat  of  real  property. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  counsel  to  Ajchbishop  Cori'igan, 
of  New  York,  the  Right  Reverend  Charles  E.  McDonnell,  bishop  of 
Brooklyn,  and  for  many  Catholic  institutions  in  both  cities.  He  was 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  late  Vicar-General  Preston  and  of  his  successor, 
Vicar-General  Mooney.     He  is  at  present  associated  with  William  H. 
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Lonslinm  and  William  J.  Smyth  in  the  liitii  of  LaidiuT,  Loughraii  & 
Smyth.  lie  possesses  one  of  the  iiiiest  law  libraiies  in  the  city.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Manhattan,  Lawyers',  Democratic,  Sagamore,  Catholic, 
and  lieform  clubs,  and  of  the  State  and  City  bar  associations.  The 
(Ici^nec  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred  npon  him  in  June,  189H,  by  the 
college  of  Saint  Francis  Xavier.  On  May  10,  1887,  he  was  married  to 
Agnes  Cecelia,  daughter  of  the  late  .lan)es  A.  O'Brien,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  New  York  City.     Tliey  have  three  cliildi-en. 


ATJOCXJUE,  JOSEPTT  (born  in  New  York  City,  April  2,  IHJU), 
is  of  French  descent,  his  grandfatlier  in  the  latter  part  of 
I  lie  last  century  having  emigrated  from  France  and  settled 
in  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  which  city  Mr.  Larocque's  father 
was  born  in  1780.  Mr.  Larocque  was  gratluateil  from  Columbia  Col- 
lege in  1849,  having  been  prepared  for  college  at  the  Columbia  College 
Gi-anunar  School,  then  under  the  late  Doctor  Charles  Anthon.  After 
bis  graduati(m  he  immediately  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  with 
the  lirm  of  (Tritiin  &  Larocque,  which  was  composed  of  the  late 
Francis  (irilKn  and  Jeremiah  Laroccpie,  brother  of  Joseph.  He  was 
adnutted  to  practice  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  at  once  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Bowdoin,  Larocque  &  Barlow,  which  was 
formed  on  the  death  of  Francis  Griffin  in  January  of  that  year.  All 
Mr.  Larocque's  associates  in  that  firm,  George  R.  J.  Bowdoin,  Jeremiah 
Larocque,  and  Samuel  L.  M.  Barlow,  have  since  died.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  law  partnership  of  Shipman,  Larocque  &  Choate. 
From  18.52  to  the  present  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law,  and  has  appeared  in  many  of  the  most  important 
cases  in  the  courts  during  that  time. 

]\rr.  Lai-oc(iue  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  not 
ordinarily  taken  very  active  part  in  public  atlairs.  In  the  summer  of 
1894,  however,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  rescuing  the  admin- 
istration of  city  alVairs  from  the  corrupt  control  of  Tammany  Hall  and 
securing  a  non-partisan  local  government,  he  was  led  to  unite,  with 
other  citizens  entertaining  similar  views,  in  the  organization  of  the 
"  Committee  of  Seventy."  Mr.  Larocque  was  elected  chairman  of  this 
committee  and  served  in  that  capacity.  This  movement  was  successful 
in  uniting,  on  a  platform  declaring  for  non-partisan  administration  of 
municipal  affairs,  citizens  of  all  parties  opjiosed  to  the  rule  of  Tam- 
many Hall,  and  in  electing  the  candidates  put  in  nomination  on  that 
platform,  thus  bringing  about  the  administration  of  Mayor  Strong  and 
those  associated  with  him  in  the  city  government. 

Mr.  Larocque  was  elected  president  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar  of 
the  City  of  New  York  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  January,  1895, 
and  re-elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1896.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Century.  I'niversity,  Metropolitan,  City,  Reform,  and  other  clubs. 
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AUTERBACH,  EDWARD  (bom  in  New  York  City,  August 
la,  18-t4),  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York  with  honors  in  186-1:  and  at  once  commenced  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Townsend,  Dyett  &  Morrison.  After 
his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  finn,  which  was 
reorganized  as  Morrison,  Lauterbach  &  Spingarn.  Upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Spingarn  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Lauterbach  becoming 
a  member  of  the  present  firm  of  Hoadly,  Lauterbach  &  Johnson.  He 
early  applied  himself  with  indefatigable  industry  to  his  profession  and 
soon  acquired  a  recognized  standing  at  the  bar  as  a  successful  corpora- 
tion lawyer.  He  has  been  engaged  in  many  famous  litigations,  and  has 
been  especially  successful  in  settling  cases  involving  large  interests 
outside  of  court.  He  has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  railroad  organizer. 
He  was  concerned  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Railroad,  brought  about  the  consolidation  of  the  Union  and  Brooklyn 
Elevated  roads,  thereby  transforming  two  conflicting  interests  into  a 
single  powerful  and  prosperous  property,  and  induced  the  merging  of 
intei'ests  which  created  the  Consolidated  Telegraph  and  Electric  Sub- 
way. As  attorney  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  he  ob- 
tained a  recognition  of  the  advantages  of  subsidies  from  the  United 
States  government.  He  also  secured  the  incorporation  of  the  East 
River  Bridge  Company,  whose  charter  empowers  them  to  erect  two 
bridges  between  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  both  starting  from  the  same 
point  in  NeAv  York  and  separating  to  reach  two  different  points  in 
Brooklyn,  with  a  cross- town  elevated  road  from  the  New  York  termi- 
nus to  the  Hudson  River. 

Mr.  Lauterbach  has  drafted  a  number  of  important  legislative  bills, 
many  of  which  were  enacted  into  laws.  One  of  these  was  a  law  for  uni- 
formly regulating  surface  cars  throughout  the  State  of  New  York,  put- 
ting all  the  cities  on  a  par.  He  was  one  of  three  delegates-at-large, 
representing  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  constitutional  convention  of 
June,  189^1,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  public  charities. 
Outside  his  profession  he  is  especially  interested  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  holds  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  He  also  devotes  much  attention  to  philanthropic  and 
benevolent  institutions  and  is  a  generous  contributor  to  every  form  of 
charity.  He  has  been  for  two  years  chairman  of  the  Repiiblican  county 
committee  of  New  York,  and  has  been  active  and  energetic  in  that 
capacity,  bringing  the  organization  into  the  most  perfect  condition 
that  it  has  ever  attained.  He  is  a  member  of  the  advisory  committee 
of  the  State  committee,  his  associates  being  Thomas  C  Piatt,  Chauncey 
M.  Depew,  Frank  S.  Witherbee,  and  Frank  Hiscock.  He  represented 
the  State  of  New  York  as  delegate-at-large  to  the  national  Republican 
convention  at  St.  Louis  in  June,  1896,  and  was  New  York's  member  of 
the  committee  on  resolutions  and  a  member  of  the  subcommittee  of 
five  which  drafted  the  platform,  being  especially  interested  in  the  adop- 
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tion  of  tilt'  fiii;iiHi:il  iihiiil^  wliicli  foinird  tlio  issue  presented  to  the 
people  :it  tiic  l;isl  clrciion.  lit"  is  a  iiii'iiil)fr  of  several  oluhs  and  is 
now  director  aiitl  fouiisfl  of  I  lit'  'riiinl  Avfiiuf  Surface  liailittad  Com- 
pany, the  Brooklyn  Elevated  Railroad  Company,  the  Consolidated 
Telegraph  and  Klet'tiical  Siil)\vay  Ct)iiipaiiy,  and  various  otlit-r  im- 
portant corporations.  The  Subway  Ctiiiipniiy  was  organized  ami  the 
legislation  authorizing  the  exercise  of  its  functions  secured  liy  iiiiu  It 
has  resultetl  in  lln'  iviuoval  of  jitilfs  and  wii'es  from  tin-  principal 
streets  in  this  cily  and  tiicii-  hurinl  underground.  This  legislatit)n  was 
unique  in  its  character,  hut  all  hough  attacked  in  more  than  a  hundred 
actions,  has  been  uniroimly  siisiaiufil  by  tlie  Stati-  and  Federal  courts. 


KE,  ROBERT  FERINE  (born  at  Montgomery,  Orange  County, 
New  York,  April  'M),  IH/^)),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Robert 
Ferine  Lee,  and  is  descended  from  a  distinguished  family 
most  of  whom  have  been  piacticing  lawyers  in  this  State. 
His  grandfather,  Robert  Ferine  Lee,  was  a  welbknown  lawyer  in  New 
York  City  tliiring  the  latter  jtart  of  the  last  century  and  beginning  of 
the  present,  having  been  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Chancellor 
Kent.  Two  of  his  sons,  Jt)hn  llawkiiis  and  Thomas  Rathbone  Lee, 
were  also  hiwyers. 

Mr.  Lee  was  educateil  at  Montgomery  Academy  and  at  Rutgers 
College,  being  gratluateil  from  the  latter  in  18,'5;"),  subsequently  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  From  1856  to  1858  he  studied  law 
with  Hasbrouck  &  Taylor,  of  Newburgh,  New  York,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Foughkeepsie,  INIay  11,  1858.  The  same  year  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Edmund  A.  Graham,  of  Utica,  New  York,  wdiere  he 
remained  one  year.  In  May,  1850,  he  removed  to  New  York  City  and 
assumed  the  position  of  managing  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  Martin  & 
Smith,  with  whom  he  remaineil  about  eighteen  months.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  an  old  college  friend,  Gilbert  S.  Van  Felt, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lee  et  Van  Felt.  This  association  only  con- 
tinued for  six  months,  however,  being  dissolved  by  the  enlistment  of 
Mr.  Van  Felt  in  the  Union  army  upon  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Lee  jiracticed  alone  until  after  the  war,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  cousin,  Henry  Thomas  Lee,  who  was  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral Abner  Doubleday  in  the  Civil  War,  was  also  a  professor  of  Lafay- 
ette College  for  a  time,  and  is  now  a  well-known  lawyer  of  Los  An- 
geles, California.  Associated  with  him  at  various  times  were  also  Mr. 
Lee's  two  brothers,  John  Wiltse  bee  and  Thomas  Hawkins  Lee,  both 
lawyers  in  this  city.  At  the  present  time  his  two  sons,  Robert  Ferine 
Lee  and  Samuel  Van  Wyck  Lee,  l)oth  of  whom  are  graduates  of  Col- 
umbia College  anil  Columbia  College  Law  School,  are  associated  with 
Mr.  Lee  in  the  active  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Lee  has  always  enjoyed  a 
large  and  successful  practice. 
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EEDS,  THEODORE  EDWARD  (born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, October  i,  1839),  is  the  son  of  Theodore  Chnrchill 
Leeds  and  Mary  Ann  Leach,  lineal  descendants  of  Puritan 
ancestors  who  emigrated  from  England  in  1637  and  settled 
in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  He  was  educated  under  private  tutors 
and  prepared  for  Harvard  College,  financial  reverses,  however,  prevent- 
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ing  him  from  pursuing  the  course.  His  legal  studies  were  prosecuted 
under  the  supervision  of  Theophilus  Parsons,  Dane  professor  of  law 
in  Harvard  College,  and  in  the  office  of  Ranney  &  Morse,  of  Boston. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  January  12,  1863. 
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In  186.")  lie  ivinoved  to  New  York  ('ity,  and  after  studying  Code 
practice  in  the  odice  of  liuckliain,  \  an  Cott  &  Bangs  temporarily 
deserted  the  law  to  familiarize  himself  with  business  methods  as  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange.  He  resumed  the  pro- 
fession of  law  in  this  city,  but  solely  as  a  counselor,  and  has  since 
enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  jiractice.  lie  is  regarded  as  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  a  sound  lawyer,  a  patient  and  sagacious  counselor,  a 
wise  and  successful  healer  of  d i IVerences,  and  a  loyal  and  disintei'ested 
friend. 

He  is  a  compieliensive  reader,  an  ardent  admii'er  of  Shakespeare, 
and  an  earnest  student  of  p]lizabethan  literature. 

He  is  a  member  of  Good  Govei'uinent  (.'lub  F,  the  Players',  Law- 
yers', and  I'nion  League  clubs,  and  is  a  life  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association. 

KNT,  SIMITH,  was  born  in  Peekskill,  Westchester  County,  in 
IS,") I.  Upon  the  death  of  his  parents,  when  a  young  child, 
he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  on  a  farm  a  few  miles  from 
Peekskill,  receiving  there  the  meagre  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-school education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  life  for  him- 
self, taking  advantage  of  the  first  employment  offered  him — that  of  a 
laborer  on  a  gravel  train  on  the  New  York  Central  iV-  Hudson  River 
Railroad.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  teaching,  following  that 
occupation  three  years.  He  then  entered  the  Albany  Normal  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  February,  1873,  with  so  high  a  stand- 
ard that  on  the  recommendation  of  the  president.  Doctor  Alden,  he 
was  immediately  appointed  vice-principal  of  the  high  school  in  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  A  year  and  a  half  afterward  he  entered  the 
Albany  Law  School,  and  was  graduated  in  1875. 

He  was  immediately  thereafter  adnntted  to  the  bar,  and  after  serv- 
ing a  brief  clerkship  in  a  law  office  oi>ened  an  office  for  himself  in 
Sing  Sing,  New  Y^ork,  where  he  soon  established  a  successful  practice, 
which  continued  until  his  election  as  judge  of  Westchester  County  in 
the  fall  of  189;').  Mr.  Lent  had  at  one  time  been  a  candidate  on  the 
Republican  ticket  for  district  attorney  and  at  another  for  member  of 
the  Assembly,  the  ticket  in  both  cases  in-oving  unsuccessful. 


jEUBUSCHER,  FREDERICK  CYRUS  FIELD  (born  in  New 
York  City,  September  1,  IS.'iS.  on  the  day  of  the  celebration 
of  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic  cable  by  Cyrus  Field),  is  the  son 
of  Louis  Mortimer  Leubuscher  and  Catherine  Horner.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  Gernum  revolutionists  of  1848-o0,  being  at  the 
time  a  medical  student  at  the  University  of  Breslau.  The  family  is 
of  great  antiquity.  The  well-known  Henry  Labouchere  of  London 
belongs  to  a  collateral  line. 
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Mr.  Leubusclier  was  educated  in  tlie  public  schools  of  New  York 
City  and  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1878.  He  studied  law  in  the  oiBces  of  Brownell  & 
Lathrop,  at  the  same  time  attending  the  Columbia  College  Law  School, 


from  which  he  was 

New  York  bar  the  same  year, 

enjoying  a  lucrative  business. 


graduated  in   1880.    He  was  admitted  to  the 


and  has  practiced  continuously  since, 


Among  other 


interesting  cases, 


he  in  1888  secured  the  first  indict- 
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ment  for  briluMy  ;it  elections  in  New  York  (Mty.  In  1H87  lie  was  a 
candidate  for  jud<^e  of  (Jeneral  Sessions,  and  received  tliirty-tivt'  thou- 
sand votes.  lie  is  the  author  of  "  An  Account  of  the  George-Hew^itt 
(laniiiiu<i-ii  (if  ISSC"  (|iMl>lislird  by  .loliii  W.  Lovrll  it  Co.). 


EVENTRITT.  DAVID  (born  in  Winnsboro,  South  Carolina, 
January  31,  184.^i),  is  the  son  of  the  late  George  M.  Leventritt 
and  Betty  Goldberg.  In  1854  he  removed  with  his  father  to 
New  York,  and  entering  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York 


was  graduated  in  1864  as  salutatorian  of  his  class. 


He  was  awarded 


246  HISTOEY   OF   THE   BENCH   AND  BAR   OF  NEW   YORK 

tlie  Burr  Medal  for  proficiency  in  mathematics,  and  received  various 
other  prizes  for  scholarship.  He  was  graduated  from  the  ISTew  York 
University  Law  School  in  1870,  and  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the 
bar. 

Mr.  Leventritt  has  attained  a  prominent  position  at  the  bar,  winning 
special  repute  as  a  trial  lawyer.  He  has  been  engaged  in  some  of  the 
most  important  cases.  He  acted  as  special  counsel  for  the  city  in 
proceedings  to  condemn  for  a  j)ublic  park  lands  located  between  High 
Bridge  and  Washington  Bridge,  running  from  Tenth  Avenue  to  the 
Harlem  River.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a  commission  to  estimate 
value  and  damages  in  the  case  of  lands  condemned  by  the  city  for  a 
bridge  across  the  Harlem  River  at  Third  Avenue.  He  is  counsel  for  a 
large  aumber  of  attorneys  in  the  trial  of  cases  before  jury.  For  twenty 
or  more  years  this  has  been  a  large  part  of  his  extensive  practice. 
He  is  a  member  of  Tammany  Hall  and  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  chair- 
man of  the  law  committee  of  that  organization.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  Aguilar  Free  Library,  and  a  pati'on  of  a  number  of  asylums, 
hospitals,  and  charitable  organizations.  On  June  9,  1868,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Matilda  Lithauer,  of  New  York. 


EVI,  JOSEPH  CHARLES  (born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Febraary 
27,  1839),  is  the  son  of  Charles  Levi  and  grandson  of  George 
and  Judith  Levi.  His  father  (born  in  Portsmouth,  England, 
in  1807 ;  died  in  Saratoga  Springs  in  1872)  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1829,  married  in  New  York  in  1838,  and  was  a 
merchant  in  Cincinnati  from  1832  to  18-42,  being  a  friend  and  neighbor 
of  William  Henry  Harrison  and  Salmon  P.  Chase.  His  mother,  also 
of  English  birth,  came  to  this  country  when  very  young. 

Mr.  Levi  was  educated  in  private  and  public  schools  in  this  city? 
being  graduated  in  1854  from  the  Columbia  College  Grammar  School, 
of  which  Doctor  Charles  Anthon  was  then  principal,  and  began  his 
legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Joshua  M.  Van  Cott  and  Howard  C.  Cady, 
April  30,  1855,  continuing  until  April,  1860.  In  18.59  this  finn  joined 
with  that  of  Buckham  &  Sraales,  Mr.  Levi  and  Honorable  George  C. 
Barrett  becoming  managing  clerks.  Mr.  Le-vi  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  this  city  in  May,  1860,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  in 
1862  has  practiced  continuously  in  New  York  to  the  present  time. 
Between  May  and  October,  1862,  he  was  with  his  regiment,  the  Thirty- 
seventh,  National  Guards,  as  a  non-commissioned  officer  in  the 
government  service  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  Levi  has  been  attorney  for  various  trusts  and  associations,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  counsel  for  one  of  the  principal  metropolitan 
newspapers.  One  of  his  cases,  Simon  vs.  Kaliske  (6  Abb.  N.  S.  224), 
established  as  law  in  this  State  that  a  general  assignment  for  the  ben- 
efit of  creditors,  expressly  conveying  real  estate  and  recorded  in  the 
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county  clcrlv's  office  under  the  assignment  act  of  1860  but  not  recorded 
in  the  register's  office,  conveys  no  title  to  the  lands  and  creates  no 
encumbrance  upon  the  title,  and  is  not  constructive  notice  as  against 


ift^ 


1. 


a  subsequent  bona  tide  grantee,  and  that  the  assignee  is  not  a  neces- 
sary party  to  a  foreclosure  of  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  premises.  In  the 
case  of  Emanuel  vs.  Ennis  (48  Superior  Court  430),  it  was  held  that 


248  HISTORY    OF   THE   BENCH   AND   BAR   OF   NEW   YORK 

the  "ancestor"  from  whom  the  half-blood  may  inherit  is  the  imme- 
diate and  proximate,  not  the  original  or  remote  ancestor,  this  decision 
unsettling  the  title  to  some  four  acres  of  land  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
city,  known  as  the  Susan  Milledoler  tract.  In  Uhl  vs.  Loughran  (16 
Civil  Pro.  386  ;  22  State  R.  459),  a  title  acquired  through  partition  and 
sale  was  held  ineffectual  to  divest  the  estate  of  an  infant  defendant, 
notwithstanding  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  under  section 
473  of  the  Code. 

Mr.  Levi  is  eminently  an  equity  lawyer,  having  special  taste  and 
adaptability  for  the  law  of  wills,  real  estate,  and  equity  jurisprudence, 
and  is  frequently  employed  as  counsel  in  such  cases.  He  has  had  the 
good  fortane  during  his  practice  of  being  invariably  sustained  by  the 
courts  in  his  contentions  iipon  the  law  of  these  subjects.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  social  and  political  economy  and  in  law  refonn,  is  in 
favor  of  codification,  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  abolition  of  the 
requirement  of  unanimity  in  jury  trials  both  in  civil  and  in  crim- 
inal practice. 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  City  Bar  Association,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  for  twenty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  and  examining  counsel  of  the  Lawyers'  Title  Insur- 
ance Company.  He  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  monographs  and 
essays,  semi-legal,  some  of  which  have  appeared  in  the  Albany  Law 
Journal. 

He  was  married,  February  8,  1865,  to  an  accomi3lished  daughter  of 
Doctor  Manly  Emanuel,  of  Linwood,  Pennsylvania. 


EWLSTSON,  BENNO  (born  at  Buk,  Germany,  September  27, 
1854),  is  the  son  of  Albert  Lewinson  and  Dorothea  Samter. 
His  father,  a  "  self-made"  man  of  ordinary  school  education, 
stopped  at  no  sacrifice  to  extend  to  his  children  the  educa- 
tional advantages  he  had  himself  missed. 

Benno  Lewinson  attended  a  village  school  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  seven  ;  at  the  latter  period,  upon  the  removal  of  his  parents  to 
Berlin,  he  entered  the  Louisenstadtische  Gymnasium,  in  which  he 
passed  through  the  "  Unter-Tertia. "  The  family  then  removed  to  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Lewinson  continued  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  city,  and  entered  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
He  was  one  of  the  five  Honor  students  of  his  class,  taking  a  number 
of  prizes  and  medals,  and  being  its  successful  Kelly  Prize  debater. 
He  graduated  in  1873  with  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  science,  and 
was  awarded  the  degree  of  master  of  science  in  1877 ;  he  was 
also  graduated  from  a  special  course  in  civil  engineering.  Thereafter 
he  studied  for  some  time  in  the  law  oflBces  of  Sigismund  Kaufman 
and  Lewis  Sanders,  of  New  York,  and  completed  his  legal  preparation 
by  being  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1877. 
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Til  .liiiic  (if   I  lie  siiiiK'  yi';ir  lie  was  ailiiiittcd  to  the  })ai 
began  to  practice  in  New  Voriv  ('ity. 

Mr.  Lewiiison  lias  an  extensive  coiiiniercial  practice,  iieiiig  counsel 
for  sonieol"  the  leading  New  York  inijiorting  and  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments  and    has  ligiirecl    in   several   cases  wliich   established   pre- 


BENNl)    I.KWINSO.N. 


cedents.  The  first  case  ever  argued  by  ^Ir.  Lewinson  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  Engel  r.t.  Fischer  [U)'2  N.  Y.),  led  to  a  change  of  the  law 
(Code,  Sec.  4ul),  so  that  one  living  under  an  assumed  name  is  now 
debarred  from  the  advantage  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations.!  Again,  the 
recent  case  of  Schillinger  ?i,9.  Arnott  (Sii  Hun   182)  determines  that 
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the  Mechanics'  Lien  law  of  1885  is  not  unconstitutional,  in  depriving 
the  parties  of  the  right  of  trial  hj  jury  of  the  issues  of  fact ;  and, 
equally  recently,  Walton  vs.  Eafael  (7  Misc.  666),  decides  that  a  so- 
called  "  Department-store  "  agreement  is  assignable.  He  tried  the  case 
of  Nightingale  vs.  Eiseman  at  Circuit,  whicli  first  established  that,  in 
the  absence  of  a  special  agreement,  "  strikes  "  are  no  defense  for  failure 
to  perform  within  the  time  fixed  by  contract  (121  N.  Y.). 

Mr.  Lewinson's  specialty  is  copyright  law,  and  in  this  line  he  enjoys 
an  extensive  practice  throughout  the  country.  He  is  the  counsel  of 
the  Photographers'  Copyright  League  of  America.  The  most  celebrated 
of  his  recent  cases  in  this  department  is  that  of  Press  Publishing  Com- 
pany [The  World]  vs.  Falk  (59  Fed.  Eep.),  in  which  it  is  held  that 
sitters  who  pay  for  their  photographs  own  the  copyright,  but  that 
in  the  case  of  public  characters  who  do  not  pay,  the  photographer 
has  the  exclusive  right  of  publication. 

From  1874  to  1876  Mr.  Lewinson  was  literary  editor  of  TTie  Reformer, 
a  religious  weekly.  Among  legal  writings,  his  "  Beneficial  and  Bur- 
densome Covenants — to  what  extent  do  they  run  with  the  land"  (15 
Albany  Lcno  Journal  504),  attracted  considerable  attention.  It  was 
repixblished  in  the  London  Law  Times  (Yol.  63,  No.  1793). 


jINDSAY,  JOHN  DOUGLAS  (born  in  New  York  City,  De- 
cember 31,  1865),  is  the  son  of  Doctor  William  Francis  Lind- 
say and  Sarah  Ann  Vradenburgh.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  began  legal  study  with  Scott  Lord  in  1880, 
and  continued  in  connection  with  the  district-attorney's  office,  was 
graduated  from  the  New  York  University  Law  School  in  1887,  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  February  of  that  year.  He  has  drawn  all  indict- 
ments in  the  public  prosecutions  in  this  county  since  1885.  He  had 
charge  of  the  extradition  business  of  the  district-attorney's  office  from 
1885  to  1894,  and  since  that  time  has  had  charge  of  the  appellate 
work,  arguing  all  cases  in  General  Term,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  He  argued  the  case  of  John  C.  Eno 
in  the  latter  court  and  secured  a  reversal  of  Judge  Wallace's  decision 
discharging  him.  

IITTLEFIELD,  FREDERICK  MORTON  (born  in  Kennebunk, 
Maine,  November  27,  1849),  is  the  son  of  Josiah  Mendum 
and  Caroline  Elizabeth  Littlefield.  He  resided  at  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  received  his  early  education  at  the  high 
school  in  that  city,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  in  1872. 
He  studied  law  with  Yose  &  McDaniel,  of  New  York  City,  at  the  same 
time  attending  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1874.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  the  same 
year,  and  has  practiced   continuously  in  this  city  since,  enjoying  a 
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largt.'  coiporiitioii  practice  and  doing  an  extensive  business  in  real 
estate  law  and  the  administration  of  estates.  He  is  largely  intciested 
and  is  an  oflicer  in  several  insurance  and  real  estate  improvement  com- 
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panics.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association,  Yale  Alumni 'Asso- 
ciation, Museum  of  Natural  History,  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art, 
New  England  Society,  and  Colonial  and  Republican  clubs. 
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OEW,  FREDERICK  WILLIAM  (born  in  Alsace,  now  a  part 
of  Germany,  December  20,  1834),  is  the  son  of  Frederick  J. 
Loew,  and  was  brouglit  to  this  conntry  when  three  years  of 
age  and  educated  in  the  city  schools.  His  father  dying  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  learned  the  art  of  engraving,  at  which 
he  was  very  proficient.  Ill  health  forced  him  to  abandon  this  occnpa- 
tion,  however.  December  7,  1855,  he  was  shipwrecked  off  the  Bahama 
Islands  while  on  a  voyage  for  his  health  aboard  the  Crescent  City. 
Returning  to  New  York  by  way  of  the  Island  of  Nassau,  Havana,  and 
New  Orleans,  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  the  sheriff's  office,  and  study- 
ing law  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1860. 

He  enjoyed  a  successful  practice  in  the  line  of  examination  of  titles 
to  real  estate  and  conveyancing.  In  1863  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the 
fifth  district  court  of  this  city,  and  in  1867  represented  the  twelfth 
Assembly  district  in  the  constitutional  convention.  In  November, 
1869,  Governor  Hoffman  appointed  him  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  to  succeed  Honorable  George  C.  Barrett,  resigned.  The 
same  month  he  was  elected  to  succeed  himself  for  the  full  term  begin- 
ning January  1,  1870.  Governor  Tilden  appointed  him  in  October, 
1875,  to  hold  a  special  term  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  trial  of  jury 
cases.  The  Democratic  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  1875,  he  was  defeated  by  the  Republican  and  Independ- 
ent Democratic  combination  of  that  year,  notwithstanding  that  he  led 
the  entire  ticket  several  thousand  votes.  In  1877  he  was  elected  reg- 
ister of  the  city  and  count}-  of  New  York,  and  served  until  1880. 

Poor  health  leading  him  to  travel,  Judge  Loew  has  since  resided 
mainly  in  Paris.  He  has  visited  all  parts  of  Europe  and  the  East. 
He  was  married  December  19,  1867,  to  Julia  Augusta,  daughter  of  the 
late  Jacob  Vanderpoel,  who  was  dock  commissioner  of  New  York  City. 

"  As  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Judge  Loew  made  good 
his  highly  creditable  record  in  former  offices,  and  tried  many  notable 
and  difficult  cases  with  marked  ability  and  impartiality.  His  decisions 
were  very  seldom  reversed  by  the  Court  of  Aj^peals."  ' 


OGAN,  WALTER  SETH  (born  in  Washington,  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut,  April  15,  1847),  is  the  son  of  Seth  S. 
Logan  and  Serene  Hollister.  The  Logans  were  conspicuous 
in  the  political  affairs  of  Scotland  in  the  time  of  Queen  Mary, 
one  of  them  being  in  her  cabinet.  The  name  Hollister  is  a  corruption 
of  McAlister.  The  Hollisters  are  descended  from  Clan  McAlister  of  the 
Highlands.  The  Logan  and  Hollister  families  came  from  Scotland  to 
Massachusetts  about  1630,  and  helped  found  the  town  of  Wethersfield, 
Connecticut,  about  1640  or  1650.  There,  one  of  the  Hollister  ances- 
tors, a  notable  preacher,  was  tried  for  heresy  on  the  charge  of  denying 

*|!Brooks'  "  Common  Pleas,"  page  101. 
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"  tlie  re:il  presence"  in  tlic  coiimiiinion  sacrament  and  was  excoiimm- 
niciitt'd  rroiii  the  cliiircli.  l^iitcr  tlic  Ilollistcrs  jiiid  [.ooaiis  niiynilfd 
from  Wi'thersHeld  to  Stratl'ord,  Conuecticut,  uTid  a  little  later  to  Wood- 
bury, ('onuecticut,  of  whi(^h  the  town  of  Washington  was  a  part.  Mr. 
Loiian's  fatlier  was  conspicuous  in  ( -onuecticut  politics.  Almost  con- 
tinuously for  forty  years  he  was  either  a  member  of  one  branch  or  the 
other  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  or  a  State  officer. 

Mr.  Logan  was  educated  at  the  (lunnery  School  of  his  native  town, 
Fort  Edward  Institute,  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institution.  Suffield, 
Connecticut,  and  Yale  College,  from  which  lie  was  graduated  in  1870. 
The  following  year  he  attended  the  Ilaivard  Law  School,  and  was 
graduated  in  1S71.  While  at  the  Harvard  Law  School  he  accepted  a 
position  in  the  office  of  James  C.  Carter,  of  New  York,  who  was  then 
engaged  with  (!harles  O'Conor  in  the  famous  Jumel  case.  In  that 
case  l\[r.  Logan  did  his  first  practical  work.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  New  York  City  in  .lanuary.  1!~!7'2,  and  has  since  continuously 
practiced  here.  The  more  conspicuous  cases  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  include  the  David  insurance  <'as('s.  Austin  will  case,  soap-cut- 
ting machine  patent  cases,  Cheesebrough  case,  Wirt  &  Waterman 
fountain-pen  patent  cases,  Davis  will  case  of  Montana,  water  rights  liti- 
gations growing  out  of  the  I'ival  canal  systems  in  Arizona  and  South- 
ern California,  I'helps  estate  litigations,  L'uderhill  cs.  Hernandez,  and 
the  ^"an  Ingen  libel  suits. 

Mr.  LogaTi  has  given  considerable  attention  to  literary  work,  writing 
frequently  upon  social,  economic,  and  historical  subjects.  Ilis  pub- 
lished works  are,  "  The  Siege  of  Cuantla,"  "  An  Argument  for  an 
Eight-hour  Law,"  "Nationalism,"  "Peonage  in  Mexico,"  "A  Mexican 
Law  Suit,"  and  "  Needed  Modifications  of  the  Patent  Laws." 

He  was  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Ballot  Reform 
Association  of  New  Y^ork  State  in  1887,  1888,  and  1889.  One  of  the 
labors  of  the  committee  was  the  procuring  of  50,000  signatures  to  the 
monster  petition  filed  in  the  State  Library.  lie  is  vice-president  of 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association. 


YNN,  WAUHOPE  (born  in  Ballymena,  County  Antrim, 
Irelaiul,  December  14,  1S.5G),  is  the  son  of  Crawford  and 
Mary  A.  Lynn,  both  descended  from  old  Irish  families. 
Judge  Lynn  came  to  the  United  States  in  December,  1867. 
He  had  attended  the  common  schools  in  Ireland  for  about  four  years, 
and  after  reaching  this  country  spent  one  year  in  the  New  York  public 
schools.  While  supporting  himself  as  a  mechanic  he  began  the  study 
of  law,  and  tluring  the  years  1880  and  1881  was  clerk  in  the  law  office 
of  Florence  Leary.  He  finished  his  studies  at  the  New  Y'ork  University 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  New  Yoi-k  City,  September  15,  1882.      The  mechanical  work  by 


254 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  NEW  YORK 


which  he  supported  himself  while  preparing  for  professional  life  was 
that  of  manufacturing  philosophical  instruments,  and  while  so  engaged 
he  modeled  the  first  telephone,  and  otherwise  gained  a  knowledge  of 
electricity  which  has  served  him  since  in  his  legal  practice. 


Judge  Lynn  was  appointed  docket  clerk  in  the  county  clerk's  office 
in  1882,  assistant  district  attorney  in  1891  and  1892,  and  in  1892  was 
appointed  by  Grovernor  Flower  justice  of  the  first  district  court  of  New 
York,  and  has  been  twice  re-elected.     Among  cases  of  interest  may  be 
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mentioned  tlif  ■•'I'miiu'l  Accident,"  in  which,  as  assistant  district 
attorney,  .Ind.nv  J^ynn  litdd  the  directors  of  the  New  York  &  New 
Haven  Railroad  Company  responsible  lor  the  death  of  the  persons 
killed.  Similarly,  he  successfully  prosecuted  pilot  Welsh  for  man- 
slau,ii:hter  for  rnnnin,<;-  down  a  jileasnre  hnincli.  He  brought  action  to 
restrain  the  danneis  incident  to  the  operation  of  the  Hudson  Street 
dummy  lailroad,  and  prepared  the  prosecution  of  the  Sliney  case, 
resulting-  in  conviction  of  mnrder  in  the  first  degree  ;  convicted  Craven, 
a  truck-driver,  for  lucklessly  killing  a  boy  ;  skillfully  proved  the  guilt 
and  convicted  McCormick  on  circumstantial  evidence  ;  successfully 
prosecuted  officer  Gallagher  for  assault  on  an  aged  woman,  and  con- 
victed Stevenson,  keeper  of  "  The  Slide,"  a  notorious  dive  on  Bleecker 
Street. 

Judge  Lynn  has  given  much  time  to  ])ublic  speaking  in  the  interests 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  the  Irish  Land  League.  He  has  also 
lectured  on  general  subjects. 


ADAM,  DAVID  (born  in  New  York  City  in  October,  1838), 
is  the  son  of  'riioinas  and  Jane  McAdam.  His  father,  a 
n;itive  of  (Jlasgow,  came  to  New  York  in  1836  and  success- 
fully established  himself, as  a  merchant  tailor  in  the  uptown 
district  of  the  city. 

Judge  McAdam  received  his  early  education  in  the  city  schools,  and 
in  184'J.  at  the  age  of  eleven,  entered  a  lawyer's  office  as  office  boy.  He 
soon  became  interested  in  reading  law,  and  in  1855  became  the  manag- 
ing clerk  of  his  employer,  Mr.  P.  F.  Marbury.  In  1859  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  and  beginning  to  piractice  the  following  year  was 
presently  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  general  law  business. 

In  1873  he  received  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  party  for 
justice  of  the  Marine  Court,  and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority  for 
the  statutory  term  of  six  years.  In  1ST9  he  was  re-elected,  while  in 
January,  1884,  he  was  chosen  chief  justice  by  his  associates.  Princi- 
pally through  his  efforts  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  was  greatly 
enlarged  in  !SS2,  and  its  name  changed  to  the  more  appropriate  one  of 
"City  Court." 

In  1885  he  was  re-elected  for  his  third  term  in  this  court,  but  did  not 
serve  the  full  period.  His  term  would  have  expired  in  December, 
1891,  but  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  the  constitutional  tei'm  of  fourteen  years.  He  became  a 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  January  1,  189»j,  through  the  operation 
of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  1894  merging  the  Superior 
Court  and  Common  Pleas  of  New  York  City  with  the  Supreme  Court. 

Judge  McAdam  is  widely  known  as  the  author  of  several  standard 
works  on  various  special  departments  in  law.  He  is  the  author  of  two 
works  on  "  Marine  Court  Piactice,"  three  on  "  Landlord  and  Tenant," 
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one  on  "  Terms  of  Court,"  one  on  "  The  Still  well  Act,"  and  one  on 
"Names."  He  has  also  published  a  member  of  pamphlets  on  different 
branches  of  the  law,  and  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  general 
press  as  well  as  to  law  periodicals. 

He  is  an  eloquent  speaker  and  an  attractive  lecturer.  His  most 
famous  lectures  include  the  subjects,  "Character,"  "Time  and  Tide," 
"  Lawyers,"  "  Wise  and  Otherwise,"  "  Legal  Chestnuts,"  "  George 
Washington,"  "  Lincoln  and  Grant,"  and  "  Robert  Burns." 

For  many  years  Judge  McAdam  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  legis- 
lative enactments  in  the  State  of  New  York  designed  to  further  the 
ends  of  true  equity,  and  he  is  the  author  of  several  of  the  most  import- 
ant statutes  of  the  kind.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  statute 
now  in  force  which  makes  it  illegal  for  landlords  in  New  York  City 
to  dispossess  monthly  tenants  without  having  given  notice  at  least  five 
days  previoiis.  This  just  measure  has  placed  a  necessary  check  upon 
a  certain  class  of  abuses,  and  has  proven  so  popular,  that  not  merely 
have  its  provisions  been  extended  to  other  cities  in  New  York,  but  it 
has  become  a  model  for  similar  laws  in  varions  other  States. 


cADAM,  THOMAS  (born  in  New  York  City  in  1860),  is  the 
oldest  son  of  Honorable.  David   McAdam,  of  the   Su]3reme 
Court  bench.     He  was  educated  at  Moeler's  Institute,  New 
York  City,  and  Columbia  College,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  188.0.     He  was  also  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College 

Law  School,  and  in  1887  was  admit- 
ted to  the  New  York  bar,  at  once 
engaging  in  practice.  He  has  de- 
voted himself  to  general  civil  liti- 
gations, but  making  a  specialty  of 
real  estate  law,  in  which  depart- 
ment he  has  built  up  a  valuable 
business  and  established  a  reputa- 
tion. 

He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  for  some  time  was  a 
member  of  the  Tammany  Hall  gen- 
eral committee,  representing  the 
old  thirteenth  district.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  AYest-side  Demo- 
cratic and  Harlem  and  Atlanta 
Boat  clubs  and  the  Arion  So- 
ciety. He  resides  in  Harlem.  In 
1886  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
S.,  granddaughter  of  Reverend 
Hugh  Henry  Blair,  of  New  York  City. 


THOMAS   MCADAM. 
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cOLKLLANI),  CHARLES  PAUL  (born  in  Scotland,  Decem- 
t)i>r  1i),  18r)4\  is  the  son  of  \Villi:uii  >[c('lfll:iii(l,  of  tlif  nnrient 
iSoutfli  dun  of  that  n:inu'.  His  niolliei',  JNichoias,  (Uiughter 
of  Charles  Paul,  a  resident  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  was 
also  of  Scotch  descent.  Senator  McClelland  arrived  in  this  city  with 
his  parents  at  an  early  age  and  was  educated  in  tlie  i)ul)lic  schools. 
lie  entered  the  law  offices  of  B.  Reilly,  Junior,  and  Frederick  Hem- 
ming;, was  pjraduated  froiii  the  Law  School  of  the  New  York  Uni- 
versity, and  in  May,  J8S1,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  at 
Pouf^fldseepsie. 

lie  lias  ;ii\\;iys  ]u;ict iceil  liis  profession  In  New  ^'ork  City,  although 
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his  residence  has  been  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  Westchester  County.  For  four 
years  (1887-90)  he  was  special  deputy  collector  and  acting  collector 
in  the  New  York  Custom  House,  and  equipped  by  this  experience 
with  special  knowledge,  in  his  law  practice  since  he  has  devoted  him- 
self to  revenue  cases,  customs,  and  internal  revenue  complications,  and 
general  practice  in  the  United  States  courts,  including  that  line  of 
criminal  i)ractice  arising  from  revenue  frauds.  In  these  departments 
he  has  gained  distinction. 

He  has  also  been  prominent  in  State  politics.  He  was  a  menilier  of 
the  Assembly  in  1885,  1S86,  and  1691,  and  during  the  latter  year  was 
chairman  of  the  ways  and  means  committee,  and  recognized  as  a  leader 
of  the  Democratic  majority.     In   1S92  and  1893  he  served  as  State 
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Senator  from  Westchester  County.  Since  1S86  lie  lias  served  as  one 
of  the  managers  of  the  State  Hudson  River  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at 
Poughkeepsie. 

As  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  reform  contingent  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  a  so-called  "  Cleveland  Democrat,"  Senator  McClel- 
land enjoyed  the  cordial  hatred  of  the  "ring"  element  at  Albany. 
In  the  Assembly  of  1891,  controlling  the  expenditures  as  chairman  of 
the  ways  and  means  committee,  he  directly  antagonized  this  element. 
For  the  first  time  in  nearly  ten  years,  the  Democrats  then  had  the 
power  of  unhindered  administration  of  the  finances.  Many  antici- 
pated a  reckless  license,  but  Senator  McClelland  stood  in  the  way. 
Eesisting  all  appeals,  he  on  the  contrary  cut  down  the  budget  so  as  to 
produce  the  lowest  tax-rate  in  the  State  for  many  years.  Again  in  the 
Senate  of  1892  and  in  1893  he  was  of  that  little  group  of  four  "  Cleve- 
land "  Senators  who  frustrated  the  enactment  of  the  flood  of  pernicious 
legislation  introduced  by  their  fellow-partisans  ;  and  as  leader  on  the 
floor  the  Senator  was  in  constant  opposition  to  the  leadership  of  the 
presiding  officer,  though  of  the  same  party.  AVitli  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  city  of  Bufl'alo  (where  Republican  deflection  carried  the 
measure),  he  defeated  the  scheme  to  substitute  a  power  of  ring  ap- 
pointment for  the  American  principle  of  home-rule  in  the  municipal- 
ities of  the  State.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  when  the  Bufi'alo  bill 
was  carried  through,  Mr.  McClelland  predicted  from  the  floor  of  the 
Senate  the  overthrow  of  the  Democratic  ring.  The  prophecy  was 
verified  in  the  fall  of  1894. 


cCLURE,  DAVID  (born  in  Dobbs  Ferry,  Westchester  Coun- 
ty, JN'ew  York,  November  4, 1848),  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
New  York  City  in  December,  1869,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Turner,  McClure  &  Rolston.  His  practice  has 
brought  him  ver_y  prominently  before  the  courts  during  the  last  twenty- 
seven  yeai-s  as  counsel  in  cases  which  have  attracted  much  attention. 

He  was  counsel  for  the  executors  and  Cardinal  McCloskey,  principal 
legatee,  in  the  celebrated  Merrill  will  case  of  1881  ;  was  also  successful 
counsel  for  the  executors  in  the  contest  over  the  will  of  Schuyler 
Skaats  in  1892,  the  trial  occupying  six  successive  weeks  ;  and  more 
recently  has  had  charge  of  the  litigation  over  the  will  of  Charles  B. 
Beck,  affecting  large  quantities  of  real  property  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  He  successfully  represented  the  defendant  in  the  celebrated 
case  of  De  Meli  vs.  De  Meli,  brought  for  separation  and  divorce,  the 
trial  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  1884  occupying  nearly  two  months.  In 
the  Livingston  and  General  Burnside  litigations  he  was  also  prominent. 
He  has  appeared  in  many  large  corporation  foreclosure  suits,  including 
that  of  the  Omaha  Water  Works  plant,  involving  the  validity  of  a 
mortgage  securing  bonds  amounting  to  83,600,000,  in  which  many 
important  questions  were  disposed  of.  The  case  was  successfully 
prosecuted  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
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Nebraska,  the  Ciiviiii  Cniiil  of  Appi'iils  a  I  St.  l.(.iii>,  ami  iIm'  Sii|irciiie 
Court  of  till'  liiil.'.l  Slates.  He  also  siiccfssrully  ivincseiitcd  the  hoiul- 
liolders  in  the  suit  for  tiic  t'oredosiiie  of  tli(!  luorff^age  of  the  New- 
York  &  Northern  llaili-oad  Company  in  1893,  which  was  argued  at 
the  special  and  general  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  tlie  Court 
of  Appeals.  With  his  law  partners,  Mr.  McCltire  has  also  been  asso- 
ciated in  many  of  the  principal  railroad  foreclosures  of  the  past 
twenty  years,  some  of  the  more  recent  actions  being  in  the  cases  of 
the  Toledo,  Ann  Ari)oi'  &  North  Michigan,  the  Northern  Pacific,  the 
New  York,  J^ake  Erie  &  Western,  the  Oregon  Kailway  and  Navigation 
Company,  the  Oregon  Improvement  Company,  the  Georgia  Central 
Railway  Com]iany,  tlieChicago  &  Northern  I'acific  Railroad  Company, 
the  Bankers  and  Merchants'  Telegrajih  Company,  and  the  Memphis  <fc 
Charleston  Railroad. 

iVIr.  ^[cClure  for  many  yi^ars  has  been  counsel  for  the  Farmers'  Loan 
and  Trust  Compiiny,  West-side  Savings  ]5aid\.  Consolidated  Gas  Com- 
pany, several  insurance  companies,  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum, 
and  the  trustees  of  Saint  Patiick's  Cathedral,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Lawyers'  Surety  Company,  lie  has  never  held  public  ofhce  other  than 
as  school  trustee  and  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1894, 
in  which  he  was  distinguished  for  the  attention  which  he  gave  to  the 
question  of  the  preservation  of  the  forests  of  the  State,  the  committee 
on  forestry,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  procuring  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  preventing  the  State  from  selling  or  leasing  the  ]!id)]ic 
woodlands. 

In  1893  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  <  i  i  1 1( )y  a  member  of  a  commission 
of  five  to  draft  a  new  system  of  laws  for  the  government  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  committee  prepared  a  bill  and 
presented  the  same  to  the  Legislature.  lie  was  also  a  member  of  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  1892  to  consider  the 
question  relating  to  ]>]ans  for  rapid  transit  in  the  city  of  New  York  by 
means  of  an  underground  railroad,  the  report  of  this  commission  being 
approved  by  the  court.  In  June,  1893,  he  was  appointed  by  the  comp- 
troller of  the  currency  of  the  United  States  receiver  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  in  spite  of  the  stringent 
financial  condition  which  prevailed  during  the  summer  of  that  year, 
the  widely  distriltuted  assets  were  I'ealized  ujion  so  that  within  thirty 
days  after  his  appointment  he  declaretl  a  dividend  of  forty  per  cent., 
forty  days  later  an  additional  dividend  of  twenty-live  per  cent.,  and  in 
a  short  time  thereafter  ten  per  cent.,  making  a  total  of  seventy-five  per 
cent,  declared  within  three  months.  The  entire  receivership  was  closed 
out  within  one  year,  and  the  claims  against  the  bank  having  been  paid 
in  full,  the  remaining  assets  were  turned  over  to  the  agent  of  the 
stockholders. 

Mr.  McClure  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  and  Democratic  clubs 
and  the  Association  of  tlie  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
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rTNTYRE,   JOHN"  FKANCIS  (born  in  New  York  City  in 
January,  1855),  is  the  son  of  John  B.  Mclntyre,  a  well-known 
New  Y'ork    architect,  himself    born    in    New    York,    who 
designed  a  number  of  the  prominent  buildings  of  this  and 
other  cities,  and  of  Frances  Virginia,  granddaughter  of  Jean  Esquiroll, 


a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  came  to  this  country  with  Lafayette,  and 
granddaughter  of  Joseph  Green  vault,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Flush- 
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ing,  Long  l.slaiid.  Mr.  Mcliityiv  was  educated  in  the  public  schoola 
of  New  York,  and  at  Saint  {'"rancis  Xaviei-  ('olli'^^f,  from  wliicli  he  was 
graduated  in  187:").  He  was  also  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  while  at  the  same  time  studying 
in  the  law  office  of  Luke  A.  Lockwood,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New 
Y'ork  bar  in  ISfarch,  1877.  He  has  actively  practiced  since,  except 
when  engaged  in  ollicial  duties. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  has  been  interested  in  politics  since  he  reached  his 
majority,  and  lias  been  a  delegate  to  every  State  and  several  national 
Democratic  conventions  during  the  i)ast  fifteen  years.  He  has  been  an 
active  member  of  Tammany  Hall,  and  has  won  a  considerable  rei)uta- 
tion  as  a  cani])aign  s])eaker.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
representing  tlie  old  twenty-second  Assembly  distiict,  serving  on 
the  Assembly  judiciary  committee.  He  has  held  the  appointment  of 
special  counsel  to  the  comptroller  of  New  Y^ork  City,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  an  assistant  district  attorney  under  Delancey  Nicoll 
and  his  successor,  John  R.  Fellows.  In  the  last-mentioned  capacity 
he  has  tried  some  of  the  most  important  criminal  cases  in  the  history 
of  the  country,  and  has  secured  more  convictions  than  anj-  other 
assistant  district  attorney.  It  is  believed  that  he  has  tried  more  im- 
portant homicide  cases  than  any  other  lawyer  of  the  same  age.  He 
is  an  eloquent  and  elt'ective  pleader  before  a  jury.  Among  important 
cases  tried  by  him  were  the  Trustees  of  Columbia  College  vs.  Thacher, 
Gilleaume  vs.  Rowe,  the  People  vs.  Doctor  Meyer,  the  People  vs. 
Emnui  Goldman,  the  People  vs.  Burton  ('.  Webster,  the  People  vs. 
Sylvester  F.  Wilson,  the  People  vs.  David  Hannigan,  the  People  vs. 
Marie  Barberi,  and  the  People  vs.  ^Lary  Alice  Fleming.  Mr.  Mclntyre 
is  a  member  of  various  clubs  and  societies,  and  has  been  a  frequent 
contributor  to  newspapers  and  magazines. 


KOON,  DENNIS  DANIEL  (born  in  Dion,  Herkimer  County, 
New  York,  October  17,  1S27),  is  the  son  of  Martin  McKoon 
and  Margaret  Clapsaddle,  and  descended  from  an  old  pioneer 
family  of  Herkimer  County  of  early  Scotch  origin,  with 
Norman  antecedents.  The  first  American  ancestor,  James  McKoon, 
came  from  Scotland  near  the  middle  of  the  last  century  and  settled  in 
Herkimer  County.  His  descendants  were  prominently  identified  with 
the  history  of  that  section  of  the  State.  Mr.  McKoon,  at  seven  years 
of  age,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Oswego  County.  He  was  educated 
at  Fulton  Academy  in  Oswego,  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Ranson  H.  Tyler  of  that  place,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1854.  He 
began  the  practice  of  law  at  Phoenix,  New  York,  built  up  a  ju-ofitable 
business  in  a  short  time,  and  served  as  a  judge  of  the  Oswego  County 
courts  for  two  terms.  He  resigned  at  the  beginning  of  his  third  term 
npon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  Company  D  of 
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the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  New  York  Vohmteers.  He  soon  rose  to 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  also  served  as  adjutant  of  the  regiment. 
He  was,  however,  prostrated  with  typhoid  fever,  which  incapacitated 
him  for  further  service  in  the  army,  and  from  which  he  was  nearly 
three  years  in  convalescing. 

In  1S67  he  was  sufficiently  x-ecovered  to  resume  the  practice  of  law, 
and  removed  fi^om  Oswego  County  to  Middletown,  Orange  County, 
where  he  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Foote,  McKoon  & 
Stoddard.  He  soon  built  up  a  large  clientage.  In  1874,  while  retain- 
ing his  office  in  Middletown,  he  also  opened  one  in  New  York  City. 
The  arrangement  continued  for  three  years,  when  the  increasing  New 
York  business  forced  the  abandonment  of  the  Middletown  branch. 
In  New  York  City  he  has  confined  himself  almost  exclusively  to  the 
practice  of  civil  law,  making  the  department  of  real  estate  a  special 
feature.  He  has  been  eminently  successful.  In  1889  his  son,  D. 
Gilbert  McKoon,  and  three  years  later  David  B.  Luckey,  were  taken 
into  partnership,  the  firm  name  becoming  McKoon  &  Luckey. 

Judge  McKoon  has  interested  himself  in  many  business  enterprises 
outside  of  his  legal  i)ractice.  He  is  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Richmond  Homestead  Association  of  New  York,  director  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Frontier  Bank  of  Niagara,  and  president  of  the  Man- 
nahasset  Park  Association  of  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey.  In  1852 
he  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Andrus  Gilbert,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Oswego  County. 


cMAHON,  DENNIS  (born  in  New  York  City,  September  2i, 
1824),  is  descended  from  an  ancient  Celtic  family  long  seated 
at  Thomond,  West  Munster,  Ireland.  His  father,  Dennis 
^*  McMahon,  was  born  in  County  Clare,  near  Limerick,  and 
came  to  America  in  April,  1816.  He  became  an  influential  citizen 
of  New  York  City,  where  he  was  long  established  as  a  dry  goods 
merchant.  His  wife,  Martha  Lawrence,  was  of  the  old  Westchester 
County  familj',  descendants  of  which  have  been  prominent  citizens  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  McMahon  graduated  in  July,  1838,  from  the  famous  Grammar 
School  of  Columbia  College,  and  prosecuted  his  law  studies  with  sev- 
eral of  the  more  prominent  New  York  law  firms  of  that  day,  including 
Marvin  &  Austin,  Crooke  &  Austin.  Martin  &  Strong,  Griffen  & 
Havens.  He  also  studied  with  the  admiralty  and  criminal  lawyers, 
W.  J.  Hasket  and  Thomas  Warner.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  State  Supreme  Court  at  Rochester,  October  30,  1845,  in  the  old 
court  of  chancery.  New  York  City,  October  31,  1845,  and  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  at  Washington  in  March,  1856. 

Commencing  in  New  York  in  October,  1845,  Mr.  McMahon  has  con- 
tinued in  active  practice  in  this  city  during  the  long  period  of  fifty 
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years.  He  has  argued  no  less  than  live  Imndred  and  fifteen  important 
cases  wliicli  liave  been  i^ejiorted.  Of  these,  fifteen  were  argued  in  the 
riiitf'd  States  Supreme  Court,  thirty-nine  in  tlic  I'nited  States  Circuit 
C!oiirt,  ninety-seven  in  tlie  United  States  District  Court,  (me  liundred 
and  tvventy-eiglit  in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  (general  term)  and 


fifty  in  special  term,  fifty-two  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  twenty-eight  in 
the  Superior  Court  (general  term),  sixty  in  the  New  York  Common 
Pleas  (general  term),  and  three  in  the  New  Jersey  Court  of  Erroi-s. 


264  HISTORY    OF   THE    BENCH   AND    BAR   OF   NEW    YORK 

His  library  contains  no  less  than  forty-five  bound  volumes  containing 
the  cases  on  appeal  argued  by  him.  Although  seventy-two  years  of 
age,  he  is  robust  and  actively  continues  his  professional  work  in  court 
as  well  as  at  his  office.  His  careful  briefs  continue  to  show  the  result  of 
"  midnight  toil." 

Mr.  McMahon  has  several  times  been  tendered  nominations  for 
judgeships  by  political  organizations,  but  has  uniformly  declined.  He 
is  a  prominent  layman  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  is  the 
author  of  many  articles  which  have  appeared  in  reviews  and  the  news- 
paper press  on  questions  affecting  that  Church,  as  well  as  on  various 
miscellaneous  themes.  Among  these  are  papers  on  "  Political  Bosses," 
"  The  Homestead  Case,"  "  Celibacy  of  the  Clergy  treated  Historically," 
"  The  Evangelization  of  the  Southern  Negro  by  the  Catholic  Church," 
"  Review  of  the  Encyclical  of  the  Pope  on  the  Union  of  Christendom," 
"  Theological  Cursing,"  "  The  Future  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the 
United  States,  based  on  the  Prophecy  of  Saint  John,"  "  The  Prophetic 
Power  of  Jesus,"  "  The  Miraculous  Power  of  Jesus,"  "  The  Payment  by 
the  Southern  States  of  their  full  Debts,"  "  The  Animal  Origin  of  Man," 
and  "  Importance  of  Building  up  our  Commerce." 


te^^lcMAHON,  MARTIN"  THOMAS  (born  in  La  Prairie,  Canada, 
J^IJ^  March  21,  1838),  is  the  son  of  Patrick  McMahon,  a  civil 
C«|(^  engineer  and  contractor,  formerly  of  Pallas  Green,  Ireland, 
' "  '^^^  and  Mary  Power,  of  Cappoquin,  Ireland.  His  earliest  edu- 
cational training  he  received  at  home.  At  an  early  age  he  entered 
Saint  John's  College,  Fordham,  New  York,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  his  seventeenth  year  as  honor-man.  He  later  received  the  degrees 
of  master  of  arts  and  doctor  of  laws.  He  entered  the  law  office  of 
Honorable  Eli  Cook,  then  mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there  fitted  himself 
for  the  practice  of  law,  but  owing  to  his  extreme  youth  was  not  admit- 
ted to  practice  at  once.  He  received  an  appointment  as  corresponding 
clerk  in  the  Post-Office  Department  at  Washington.  Later  he  was 
sent  to  California  as  special  agent  of  the  department  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  serving  also  as  Indian  agent. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Sacramento,  California,  in  1861,  and 
began  practice  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  his  professional  work, 
however,  being  soon  interrupted  by  the  Civil  War.  He  i-esponded  to 
the  first  call  for  troops  and  was  elected  captain  of  the  first  company  of 
cavalry  organized  in  that  region.  Upon  learning  that  his  company 
was  not  to  go  to  the  front  immediately,  he  resigned,  and  received  a 
commission  as  captain  in  the  United  States  army,  as  an  additional 
aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  George  B.  McClellan,  with 
whom  he  formed  an  intimate  and  lasting  friendship.  Throughout  the 
war  he  served  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a  medal  of  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  Congress  for  "distinguished  bravery  at  the 
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battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp."  ProTiiolioii  followed  iu  rapid  succes- 
sion. From  aidc-dt'-camii.  with  the  commission  of  major,  he  became 
iieutenant-('()li)ii('l  and  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Left  Ciraiid 
Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Later  he  was  ailjutant-f,^eneral  and 
chief -of- staff  of  the  Sixth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under 
Greneral  William  B.  Franklin,  serving  also  under  (reneral  Jolm  Sed|r- 
wick  until  the  hitter's  death  at  JSpottsylvania,  as  also  under  General 
Horatio  G.  Wright,  until  after  the  final  operations  before  Petersburg. 
At  this  period  lie  was  assigned  to  temjioiary  duty  in  New  York,  on 
the  staff  of  Major-General  Dix,  commanding  the  department  of  the 
East.  Before  his  resignation,  in  1800,  he  had  received  the  brevets  of 
colonel,  brigadier-general,  and  major  general  of  volunteers. 

At  the  clo.se  of  the  war  General  McMalion  established  himself  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1800  became  corporation 
attorney  to  the  city.  During  President  Johnson's  administration  he 
w^as  ajipointed  minister  to  Paraguay.  Upon  his  return  to  New  York 
he  resumed  the  general  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  has  continued 
with  great  success  to  the  present  time.  In  1872  he  was  appointed 
receiver  of  taxes  in  New  York  City,  and  held  the  position  until  1885, 
when  he  resign<>d  to  accept  an  ai)pointment  as  United  States  marshal 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York.  In  ISito  he  carried  the  seventh 
district  as  Demociatic  nominee  for  the  Assemldy,  in  sj)ite  of  the  fact 
tiiat  the  district  had  always  been  strongly  Republican.  The  following 
year  he  became  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  upon  the  expira- 
tion of  liis  term  was  re-elected.  On  November  5,  1895,  he  was  elected 
as  Democratic  candidate  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

Judge  ^IcMalion  is  a  member  of  Tammany  Hall,  the  Manhattan 
Club,  and  the  United  Service  Club.  In  1880  and  1887  he  was  president 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  has  been  a  contribu- 
tor to  the  (leniurii  ^tagazine.  Harpers'  Mar/uzine  and  the  United 
Service  Magazine,  and  has  delivered  lectures  for  charitable  purposes. 


APES,  JOHN  AUGUSTUS  (born  in  Blooming  Grove,  Orange 
County,  New  York,  January  1,  1833),  is  the  son  of  Edward 
and  Deborah  A.  Mapes.  He  is  descended  from  Thomas 
Mapes,  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Southold,  Long  Island,  where  he  lived  about  1050.  Mr.  Mapes  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Orange  County,  and  for  three  years 
attended  the  Cornwall  Collegiate  Institute.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Wilkin  &  Gott,  at  Goshen,  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  July,  1855. 

He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. His  practice  has  been  extensive  and  varied  in  its  character, 
but  he  has  been  especially  active  in  real  estate  matters  and  in  ques- 
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tioTis  of  commercial  law  and  commercial  paper  and  the  settlement  of 
estates.  He  is  counsel  for  several  New  York  banks  and  other  institu- 
tions. _  He  was  counsel  for  jjlaintiff  in  the  case  for  the  construction  of 


the  will  of  Augustus  Kountze,  the  New  York  banker,  about  three  years 
ago,  and  has  acted  as  referee  in  many  important  cases. 

Mr.  Mapes  is  a  trustee  of  the  American  Institute,  and  has  held  many 
important  positions  in  church  circles  and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  is  grand  commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar of  the  State  of  New  York. 


ARSH.  LUTHER  RAWSON(born  at  Pompey  Hill,  Onondaga 
County,  New  Yoi-k,  April  4,  1813),  is  the  son  of  Luther 
Marsh,  and  lineally  descended  from  John  Marsh,  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  whose  wife  was  .the  daughter  of  John 
AVebster,  governor  of  Connecticut.  He  is  also  descended  from  Edward 
Rawson,  secretary  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  Reverend 
Charles  Chauncey,  second  president  of  Harvard  College. 

Until  the  age  of  fourteen  Mr.  Marsh  attended  Pompey  Academy, 
taught  for  a  time  by  his  step-grandfather.  Reverend  Joshua  Leonard, 
a  learned    scholar,   subsequently   attending    the    military   school   of 
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Captain  Partridge  at  Middlctown,  Connecticut.  A  hiief  clerkship  in 
a  large  country  store  at  OiioikIiil;;!  \v;is  followed  by  study  in  the  law 
otlice  of  Mr.  Jewett  at  Skniicnti-li's ;  in  ls;!o  conlinuiiii;-  with  .Mi-. 
Fleming,  of  Manliiis,  jinci  allciwaid  with  S.iiinicl  l^eardsley,  of  Tticii. 
lie  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar  at  All)aiiy  in  is:i(;,  and  imiiit'diatt'ly  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  ollicc  of  Henry  K.  Storrs,  of  New  York  City. 
"Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Slot  is  lie  returned  to  I'tica.  In  IS48  he  once 
more  came  to  New  York,  and  soon  formed  ;i  |iailnersliip  with  Oscar 
W.  Sturtevant.  Daniel  Webster,  on  retiring  from  the  United  States 
Senate,  came  to  New  York  to  engage  in  counsel  business,  and  opened 
an  office  with  Afarsli  and  Sturtevant,  continuing  witli  tiiein  until  his  re- 
call to  the  Senate.  After  the  Sturtevant  jiaitnership  Mr.  Marsh  became 
associated  with  Honorable. I ohn  T.  Tloffmaii  and  Honorable  William  H. 
Leonard  under  the  lirm  name  of  Marsh,  Leonard  &  Hoffman.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  head  of  the  fiini  of  >farsh,  Coe  &  Wallis, and  still 
later  of  that  of  Marsh,  Wilson  «.t  Wallis.  This  firm,  founded  by  John 
AVallis  in  1810,  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  legal  establishment  but  one 
in  New  York  City.  Including  his  Utica  i)ractice  of  six  years,  up  to 
18S8  Mr.  Marsh  was  in  active  pi'actice  of  his  piofession  lifty-two  years, 
and  met  nearly  every  lawyer  of  prominence  who  practiced  at  the 
metropolitan  bar  during  that  period.  His  practice  covered  the  entire 
field  of  litigated  business,  all  crinunal  i)ractice  being  relinquished  in 
1851,  however,  as  interfering  too  much  with  his  business  in  civil  cases. 
One  of  his  notable  cases  was  a  suit  brought  in  behalf  of  Colonel  .Taines 
L.  Lamb,  of  SpringfieUl,  Illinois,  againsr  tlie  (Jamden  &  And)oy  Rail- 
road Company  for  not  having  delivered  at  New  York  a  large  quantity 
of  cotton  which  came  into  their  hands.  It  took  Mr.  Marsh  ten  years 
to  successfully  carry  the  case  through  and  collect  the  money  for  his 
client.  In  the  successive  stages  of  this  litigation  he  was  opposed  by 
eminent  lawyers  at  the  New  York  bar. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  career  Mr.  Marsh  has  given  much 
labor  and  time  to  measures  for  the  public  welfare,  disconnected  with 
politics.  He  was  active  with  others  in  connection  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  great  reservoir  in  Central  Park,  the  postal  reform  of  1S56, 
and  the  abolition  of  intra-mural  interments  in  New  Y'ork  City.  In  the 
latter  case  he  agitated  for  two  years  through  the  jiress  and  drew  the 
bill  passed  by  the  Legislature  and  the  ordinance  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  prohibiting  interments  in  thechurchyards,  and  requir- 
ing the  removal  of  bodies  from  the  old  bnrying-grounds  to  places  out- 
side the  city.  Still  more  untiring  were  his  services  in  connection  with 
the  movement  for  new  parks  for  New  Y'ork  City  between  June,  1881, 
and  June,  1884.  He  addressed  mass-meetings,  ai-gued  before  legislative 
committees,  and  in  every  way  exercised  skillful  generalship  to  secure 
the  enormous  park  acreage  which  raised  New  York  almost  from  the 
lowest  to  the  first  place  in  this  respect  among  the  great  cities  of  the 
world.     The  bill  placing  the  cost  upon  the  city  instead  of  upon  the 
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bordering  owners,  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  April,  1883,  was  drawn 
by  him,  and  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  mayor  to  lay  out  the  grounds.  The  bill  growing  out  of  the  report  of 
this  committee  met  with  determined  opposition  from  city  and  State 
officials,  property  owners,  and  legislators,  but  largely  through  Mr. 
Marsh's  indefatigable  efforts  ultimately  passed  both  Houses  by  over- 
whelming majorities.  A  struggle  before  the  governor  followed,  but 
the  bill  was  signed.  The  test  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  act 
required  still  further  labor,  while  Mr.  Marsh  was  made  chairman  of  the 
commission  of  appraisal  of  the  value  of  the  lands  appropriated,  and 
being  the  only  lawyer  on  the  commission  had  to  decide  the  many 
questions  arising  from  defective  titles,  judgments,  mortgages,  leases, 
public  highways,  gores  of  land,  railroads,  old  estates,  swamp  lands, 
forests,  gardens,  every  variety  of  buildings,  trusteeships,  infants,  and 
absentees. 

John  Mullaly,  in  his  volume  concerning  the  new  parks  (1887),  says  : 

As  to  Mr.  Mai-sh's  share  in  the  work,  it  is  indeed  doubtful  if  in  the  legal  ranks 
of  the  city  there  could  be  found  one  who  would  have  been  willing,  through  six 
years  of  steady,  unwavering,  chivalric  devotion,  to  give,  without  compensation, 
his  talents  and  his  lifelong  professional  experience  to  the  promotion  and  success  of 
this  great  movement  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Another  public  service  of  Mr.  Marsh  was  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, organized  at  Niagara  Falls  in  1S84,  to  inspect  the  lands,  receive 
testimony,  hear  arguments,  and  give  decisions  relative  to  the  interna- 
tional reservation  of  grounds  at  Niagara  Falls.  The  untiring  labors  of 
this  commission,  its  decisions  being  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
made  the  proposed  park  practicable,  and  the  requisite  legislation  was 
secured. 

Mr.  Marsh  has  always  been  a  brilliant  speaker  on  public  occasions. 
His  more  notable  addresses  include  the  following  :  In  honor  of  General 
Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  in  Brooklyn,  1848 ;  before  the  Dramatic  Fund 
Association,  1854  ;  at  the  reinauguration  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  1854  ; 
anniversary  address  of  the  American  Institute,  1855  ;  before  the  postal 
reform  committee  at  University  Chapel,  1856  ;  on  breaking  ground  at 
the  Central  Park  for  the  new  reservoir,  April  lY,  1858 ;  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  reservoir,  August  19,  1862  ;  at  a  meeting  at  Cooper 
Institute  in  aid  of  the  people  of  Italy,  presided  over  by  General  Dix, 
December  17,  1860 ;  at  the  complimentary  banquet  by  the  bar  to  the 
late  James  W.  Gerard  on  his  retirement  from  practice,  January  14, 
1869  ;  on  the  organization  of  the  New  York  Common  Pleas  under  the 
new  Constitution,  July  1,  1870  ;  at  the  Saint  Patrick's  dinner,  March 
17,  1871  ;  at  the  reunion  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Pompey,  June 
29,  1871 ;  at  the  dinner  given  by  the  New  York  Geographical  Society 
to  Henry  M.  Stanley,  at  Delmonico's,  November  27,  1872  ;  at  a  meeting 
of  the  descendants  of  Edward  Rawson,  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
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October  !),  1872  ;  before  the  Pioneers  of  Central  New  York,  at  Syracuse, 
September  17,  187:5 ;  at  the  Sten()<inii)ht"rs'  dimier,  Heoeniher  '?(),  1876  ; 
before  the  graduating  class  of  the  Law  School  of  ("olunibia  College, 
March  14,  1879;  at  the  Bui'iis  dinner,  January,  1880;  before  tlie 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  June 
16,  1880  ;  on  Shakespeare,  at  a  meeting  for  inauguiating  a  national 
pantheon,  April  2:3, 1881  (published  in  Lester's  •'  History  of  the  United 
States  ") ;  before  the  Union  League  Club  on  tiie  death  of  President  Gar- 
field, September  21,  1881  ;  on  "  Tiie  J'ower  of  the  Alphabet,"  before  the 
AthenaMim,  at  Brooklyn,  January,  1882  ;  before  the  graduating  class 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  May  IB,  1882;  at  the 
tlnion  League  Club  in  the  memorial  service  to  Henry  \V.  Bellows, 
March  '.»,  1882  ;  at  the  Union  League  Club  on  its  twentieth  anniversary, 
February,  18S3  ;  a  course  of  lectures  on  s])iritualism,  at  Boston,  1891  ; 
an  address  on  Daniel  Webster,  at  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  18'Jl  ;  an 
Independence  and  Memorial  Day  oration,  at  Middletown,  New  York, 
1892  ;  an  address  before  the  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  at 
Utica,  1893. 

He  contributed  many  editorial  ai'ticles  to  the  New  Y'ork  Times  from 
1852  to  1853,  and  declined  the  editorial  chair  offered  him  in  1869  on 
the  death  of  Henry  J.  Raymond.  His  "  Recollections  of  the  Bar  and 
Sprinkles  of  Biography,"  published  from  1892  to  1895  in  the  Con- 
glomerate, a  weekly  publication  conducted  by  a  former  law  partner, 
would  (ill  two  large  volumes. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  married  September  15,  1845,  to  Jane  E.,  daughter  of 
Alvan  Stewart,  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  of  the  anti-slavery  move- 
ment. A  devoted  student  of  Swedenborg,  during  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Marsh  has  retired  from  law  practice,  and 
given  his  time  largely  to  the  subject  of  spiritualism.  He  is  a  frequent 
speaker  on  the  platform,  and  prolific  contributor  to  periodical  litera- 
ture in  the  interests  of  this  religion. 


ARSHALL,  LOUIS  (born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  December 
14,  1856),  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Marshall  and  Zilli  Strauss,  the 
former  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  the  latter  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Gernuiny.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Syracuse,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  June,  1874,  after- 
ward reading  law  with  N.  B.  Smith  until  1876.  The  year  following 
was  spent  at  Columbia  College  Law  School,  New  York  City,  after 
which  he  entered  the  office  of  Honorable  William  C.  Ruger,  of  Syra- 
cuse, until  January,  1878,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  On  the 
day  of  his  admission  he  became  a  member  of  the  law  hrin  of  which 
Judge  Ruger  was  the  head.  When  Mr.  Ruger  was  elected  chief  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Jenney, 


270  HISTORY   OF  THE   BEISTCH   AND   BAR   OF   NEW   YORK 

Marshall  &  Knger.  subsequently  of  Jenney  &  Marshall,  practicing  at 
Syracuse  until  February,  1894,  when  he  entered  the  firm  of  Guggen- 
heimer,  Unterniyer  &  Marshall,  of  New  York. 

While  practicing  in  Syracuse  he  was  interested  as  counsel  in  much 
of  the  important  litigation  of  central  New  York.  He  acted  as  counsel 
for  Nichols  in  the  Senatorial  contest  of  1891,  was  counsel  in  the  recent 
litigation  involving  the  constitutionality  of  the  liquor  tax,  and  has 
argued  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  involving  every  branch  of  jurisprudence.  Aside  from  the 
routine  of  professional  life  he  has  written  a  number  of  papers  for  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  is  the  author  of  various  lectures 
and  articles  on  legal,  historical,  and  literary  subjects. 

He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hill  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
commission  of  1890  to  revise  the  judiciary  article,  and  served  on  the 
committee  on  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  1891  he  was  elected  from  the 
twenty-fifth  Senatorial  district  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, and  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  future  amend- 
ments and  was  second  on  the  judiciary  committee.  He  proposed  the 
judiciary  article,  was  one  of  the  sub-committee  which  formulated  it 
in  its  final  form,  drafted  the  report  on  the  powers  of  the  convention 
and  its  freedom  fi'om  control  by  the  courts  on  the  occasion  of  the 
attempt  by  Trapper  to  procure  a  writ  of  prohibition  by  which  it  was 
sought  to  preclude  the  convention  from  passing  on  his  right  to  sit  in 
the  convention,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  drafting  the  various 
amendments  adopted. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  now  chairman  of  the  committee  on  law  reform  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  as  successor  to  William  B.  Horn- 
blower.  He  drafted  the  amendments  to  the  codes  of  civil  and  criminal 
procedure  rendered  necessary  by  the  judiciary  article,  receiving  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature  of  1895.  He  was  selected  by  the  committee 
of  seventy  to  prepare  an  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Police 
Magistrates  bill,  and  to  argue  in  its  support  before  the  legislative 
committees.  He  has  for  a  long  time  been  actively  concerned  in  all 
movements  relating  to  law  reform. 


ATHEWSON,  CHARLES  FREDERICK  (born  at  Barton, 
Orleans  County,  Vermont,  May  3,  1860),  is  the  son  of  Azro 
B.  Mathewson  and  Amelia  Sias.  The  Mathewsons  came 
from  England  to  the  colonies  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  soon  after  located  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  Mathewson  is  also  descended  from  Roger  Williams,  while 
through  his  mother's  line,  early  established  in  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  he  is  descended  from  Reverend  John  Rogers,  the  famous 
martyr,  burned  at  Smithfield. 
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lie  received  his  e;uly  education  in  tin'  district  scimols  and  academy 
of  his  native  town,  the  EJverett  School  at  Hyde  Park,  Massachusetts, 
and  the  grnded  and  hii,di  schools  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  his 
parents  resitled  I'roin  ib72  to  iST-i.     lleturning  to  the  East  he  prepared 


for  college  at  St.  Johnsbury  (Vermont)  Academy,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  with  valedictory  honors.  He  was  graduated  from  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1882  with  valedictory  honors,  having  been  awarded 
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the  regular  prizes  in  Greek,  Latin,  mathematics,  and  oratory.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  prominent  in  all  college  sports,  being  through- 
out his  course  a  member  of  the  University  baseball  nine  and  football 
eleven. 

Before  entering  college  he  had  begun  the  study  of  law  in  the  ofBce 
of  Honorable  William  W.  Grout,  at  present  member  of  Congress  from 
Vermont.  Upon  his  graduation  in  1882  he  came  to  New  York,  entering 
the  law  office  of  Josiah  T.  Marean,  of  Brooklyn,  and  attending  the 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  May, 
1885,  having  supported  himself  during  this  period  by  acting  as 
instructor  at  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute.  In  June,  1885,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City,  being  one  of  several  who 
were  accepted  on  their  papers,  without  requirement  of  the  usual  oral 
examination.  He  thereupon  became  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Turner,  Lee  &  McClure,  where  he  acquired  a  large  knowledge  of 
corporation  law  and  practice,  frequentlj^  appearing  for  that  firm 
before  State  and  Federal  courts  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in 
connection,  particularly,  with  railway  foreclosures  and  reorganizations. 
About  two  years  later  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Root  & 
Strong,  and  subsequently,  with  Honorable  Theron  G.  Strong  and 
Benjamin  S.  Harmon,  formed  the  firm  of  Strong,  Harmon  &  Mathew- 
son,  which  association  has  continued  to  the  present. 

Mr.  Mathewson  enjoys  a  large  practice  in  corporation  and  insurance 
law,  being  general  counsel  in  the  United  States  for  the  Caledonian  In- 
surance Company  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  representative  of  various 
other  corporations  of  note. 

He  has  always  maintained  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that 
institution  since  1894,  when  he  was  elected  by  the  alumni  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  received  by  a  nominee  for  that  position.  He  is 
the  yoimgest  trustee  on  the  board,  and  probably  the  youngest  ever 
elected  to  that  position  in  the  history  of  the  college.  He  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Dartmouth  College  Alumni  Association  of  New  York,  the 
first  college  alumni  association  ever  organized  by  college  graduates 
beyond  the  seat  of  their  university,  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Club  of  this  city,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is 
a  member  of  the  council  and  board  of  governors  of  the  University 
Athletic  Club  of  New  York. 


ELYILLE,  HENRY  (born  at  Nelson,  New  Hampshire,  August 
25,  1858),  is  the  oldest  son  of  Josiah  H.  Melville  and  Nancy 
Nesmith,  the  family  name  being  changed  from  Melvin  to  Mel- 
ville in  1811.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  by  virtue  of  no  less  than  ten  ancestors  who  were  soldiers 
in  the  struggle  for  independence  in  various  grades  from  private  to 
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brigadier-genei'iil,'  ;ni(l  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  by 
virtue  of  eleven  ancestors.' 

He  prepared  himself  for  college,  and  entering  Daitniouth  at  tin;  age 
of  sixteen  was  gradnated  with  honors  in  1879.  For  two  years  thereafter 
he  was  principal  of  a  Massachusetts  high  school,  and  then  entered  the 
Law  School  of  Harvai'd  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  witli 
first  honors  in  1884,  representing  the  I^avv  School  at  the  University 
commencement,  and  delivering  an  oration,  which  attracted  considerable 
attention,  on  "National  Regulation  of  Interstate  Commerce." 

lie  sj)ent  a  yeai'  in  tiie  law  ottice  of  .lames  C.  Carter,  of  this  city,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1885.  In  the  practice  of  his 
profession  he  was  associated  with  Senator  Roscoe  Conkling  until  the 
latter's  death,  when  tlie  lirTU  of  Dougiierty,  Melville  &  Sweetzer  was 
formed.  The  death  of  the  senior  partner,  Daniel  Dougherty,  the 
"silver-tongued  orator,"  dissolved  this  partnersliip,  siiu'e  which  time 
Mr.  Melville  has  i)racticed  alone,  enjoying  a  general  civil  business  in 
the  higher  courts,  but  especially  devoting  himself  to  corporation  com- 
plications and  patent  and  trade-mark  cases.  He  lias  figured  in  litiga- 
tions of  wide  interest. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association,  Harvard  Club,  New  England 
Society,  Seventh  Regiment  Veterans,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Society 
of  Colonial  Wars,  and  Republican  Club,  which  last  he  has  served  many 
years  as  secretary,  and  holds  a  commission  as  inspector  of  ritie  practice 
in  the  Eighth  Regiment,  National  Guard,  New  York. 


lERRILL,  EDWARD  BAGLEY  (born  in  New  Bedford,  Mas- 
sachusetts, January  25,  1835),  is  the  son  of  Edward  Merrill 
and  Mary  Converse,  both  natives  of  Maine,  and  of  early 
colonial  ancestry.  His  grandfather.  Roger  ]\Ierriil,  was  a 
native  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  and  married  Dorothy  Cushing, 
daughter  of  Reverend  John  Cushing,  first  pastor  of  the  Second  Church 
of  Boxford,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts.  His  maternal  grandfather 
was  Doctor  John  Converse,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Merrill 
early   attended   school   at   Norwich   University,  Vermont,  a  military 

1  lie  is  a  Ereat-grcat-great-jinuulwmi  of  Colonel  •lames  171(1,   and  Colonel  .lanu'H   Barrett— also  served  in  the 

Barrett,  Massachusetts  Militia,  and  member  of  Massa-  Revolution,  and  are  ineluded  in  the  former  list.     The 

chusetts  Provincial  Conjjress,   and  of  .Sergeant  Adam  other  eight  are  as  follows:  Captain  Thomas  Brooks,  of 

Dickey,   of  the  New  Ilainpshire  Militia;   great-great-  the  Concord  (Massachnseltsi  Militia  m  KVl-2;  .lohn  I'res- 

grandsonof  lirigadier-CJeneral  Jt)siah  Whitney,  Senior,  cott,  variously  engaged  wilh  the  Indians  from  1G-I5  to 

of  Massachusetts;  of  Captain  .Jonas  Miuol.  Massachu-  1(181;   Lieutenant  (afterward  Captain)  Jonas   Prescott, 

setts  Militia;  of  Privnte.Iosiali  Melvin,  Senior,  of  Massa-  Senior,  in  King  William's  and  yueen  Anne's  wars  and 

chueetts  Militia,  and  of  I'rivate  James  Nesmilh,  Junior,  meinher  of  Massachnsctts  General  Court;  Captain  Jonas 

and  Hugh  Gregg,  New  Hampshire  Militia;  and  great-  Prescott,  Junior,  tiroton  Militia,  and  member  of  ^lassa- 

grandsou  of  Privates  Josiah  (Melville)  Melvin,  Junior,  cliusette  General  Court;  Captain  Timothy  Wheeler  and 

and  Josiah  Whitney,  Junior,  of  Massachusetts  Militia,  Private  .lohn  Melvin.  both  of  Massachusetts,  who  served 

and  Reuben  Gregg,  New  Hampshire  Militia.  in  King  Philip's  war;  Captain  James   Minot,  Concord 

*  Threeof  these— Lieutenant-Colonel  Josiah  Whitney,  (Massachusetts)  Militia  in  1692;  Captain  James  Gregg, 

who  participated  in  the  (.'town  Point  expedition  of  1755  first  company  of  soldiers,  Londonderry,  New   Hamp- 

ftnd  the  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry  in  shire,  in  17'.2*. 
17,57;  Adam  Dickey,  of  Captmn  Barr's  Indian  Scouts  in 
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school  taiight  by  Colonel  Alden  Partridge,  a  former  superintendent  of 
West  Point.     He  was  titted  for  college  at  the  famous  Phillips  Exeter 
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Academy,  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  and  entering  Bowdoin  College  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1857,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts. 
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After  i;-rii(lii;i(iii,L;-  lir  rend  l:i\\  I'nf  iMnlilccii  inontlis  in  IIh'  office  of 
Honorable  Willinin  \V.  Ciiipo,  in  New  JJedfoni,  Massachusetts,  and 
jiiirsued  his  studies  still  fmllier  at  the  Canduidge  Law  Hchool.  Com- 
ing to  New  Yolk  City  lie  speMt  three  monfhs  in  the  office  of  Stanley 
&  Langdell,  and  in  May,  isoo,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  lie  has  a 
general  imictice  in  nil  the  courts,  giving  his  attention  preferably  to 
wills  and  corporation  innttcrs.  Among  the  more  important  cases  in 
winch  Mr.  AfeiTill  h:is  li.'cn  ciigngccl  me  Hunt  ».?.  Jackson,  Bean  «*. 
Amsinck,  :ind  Hyde  r.v.  Woods,  wiiicli  lie  aigued  before  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  the  hitter  involving  tluMpicstion  of  "property" 
in  a  seat  in  a  stock  excliange.  It  is  recognized  as  the  leading  case  on 
this  subject  in  tlie  boolvs. 

Mr.  Merrill  has  frequently  contriiuited  to  the  uewsjia per  press  and 
magazines.  Notable  among  his  public  addresses  are  "  Hints  upon 
Professional  Ethics,"  delivered  Itefore  the  State  Bar  Association  in 
1882,  "County  .lails  as  Reformatory  Institutions"  and  "Tribute  to  the 
Life  and  Public  Services  of  George  W.  Cnrtis,"  both  read  before  the 
American  Social  Science  Association  at  Saratoga.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  numagers  of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
is  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  Prison  Association,  and  on  the 
board  of  management  of  the  Burnham  industrial  farm.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I'niversity  Club,  and  Good  Government  Club  E.  In  Sep- 
tember. 189G,  he  was  apjiointed  librarian  to  the  Association  of  the  Bar 
of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  is  of  Democratic  proclivities,  but  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  and  has  never  held  a  public  office.  On  September 
1-2,  1801,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Gibbs,  of  New  Bedford, 
Massachu.setts,  and  has  one  son,  Edward  Gibbs  Merrill,  now  a  student 
in  Columbia  College,  class  of  1897. 


ILLARl),  FRANK  VINCENT  (born  in  Tarrytown,  West- 
chester County,  New  York,  February  27.  1807),  is  the  son  of 
.lames  Slade  Millard  and  Elizabeth  A.  Purdy,  of  English  and 
French  ancestry.  His  father,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  and 
of  Columbia  College  Law  School,  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Tarry- 
town,  holding  many  important  local  trusts.  Frank  Vincent  Millai'd, 
his  oldest  son,  prejiared  for  college  at  Irving  Institute,  Westchester 
County,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  L'niversity  in  1888.  He  read 
law  in  his  father's  office  for  a  year  and  a  half,  attended  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn,  in  February, 
1890,  and  at  once  commsnced  practice  in  his  father's  office  in  Tarry- 
town.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  eight  months  later,  the  entire 
business  of  the  office  devolved  upon  him. 

His  practice  includes  almost  every  feature  of  general  litigation,  but 
real  estate  and  surrogate's  work  is  nuule  a  specialty.  He  is  counsel  for 
the  town  of  Greenburgh,  has  been  corporation  counsel  of  Tarrytown 
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since  March,  1895,  and  is  counsel  for  the  highway  commissioners  and 
the  assessors  of  the  towns  of  Greenburgh  and  Moxxnt  Pleasant,  for  the 


superintendent  of  the  poor  of  Westchester  County,  and  was  counsel 
for  the  excise  board  of  Greenburgh  for  three  years  prior  to  the  aboli- 


IlISTOUY    OF  THE   BKNCII    AN'D    1!AI{   OF   NEW   TOItK  277 

tion  of  till!  office.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  counsel  for  the  West- 
chester County  Savings  ]5aidi,  and  has  recently  been  appointed 
corporation  counsel  for  the  villa^^e  of  Hastings,  and  has  acted  as 
counsel  for  the  (ireenburgh  Savings  liank  for  several  months  past, 
lb' was  t'h'ctcd  town  clerk  of  Greenburgh  in  1889  and  again  in  1890, 
and  in  181)1  was  clccttHl  supervisor.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Republican 
committee  of  his  (Jongrcssional  district,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in  189(5.  In  October,  1896,  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  ]?c]iublican  county  committee  of  Westchester 
County,  succeeding  Honorable  Wiliiatu  II.  Robertson,  who  had  held 
that  position  for  twenty-oue  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education,  foreman  of  one  of  the  best  volunteer  fire  companies  in  the 
State,  has  been  a  director  for  several  years  of  the  I'^xempt  Firemen's 
Association,  and  is  president  of  the  Young  Men's  Lyceum,  founded 
thirty  years  ago. 

hi  December,  181)1,  he  was  married  to  Grace,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Requa,  of  Tarrytown,  of  an  old  family  of  Revolutionary  ancestry,  and 
has  two  cliildi'en.  

I LLER,  ISAAC  NEWTON  (born  in  Augusta,  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  October  22,  1851),  is  the  son  of  Isaac  C.  ]\Iiller 
aiul  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  grandson  of  Isaac  Miller,  who, 
connng  to  Oneida  County  from  southern  Connecticut,  was 
the  first  white  settler  in  the  town  of  Kirkland,  where  he  bought  large 
tracts  of  land  from  the  Indians.  The  Miller  family  is  of  old  Puritan 
stock,  settled  in  ('onnecticut  in  earlier  colonial  days.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
cousin  of  Honorable  W.  H.  H.  Miller,  law  partner  and  formerly  attorney- 
general  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Harrison.  The  Wood  family  is  also 
an  old  New  England  family  ;  Mr.  Miller's  great-grandmother,  on  this 
side,  was  the  sister  of  Nathaniel  Greene. 

Mr.  iVIiller  was  ediu-ated  in  the  district  schools  of  Oneida  County,  the 
Seminary  at  White.stown,  New  York,  and  the  high  school  of  Clinton, 
New  York.  He  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  1873  and  from 
Hamilton  College  Law  School  in  1S74.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Oneida  County  in  June,  1874.  Coming  to  New  York  he  took  a  post- 
graduate course  in  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  and  at  once 
established  himself  in  practice  in  this  city.  He  never  formed  a  law 
partnership,  although  he  tried  all  of  the  cases  in  court  for  the  late 
Henry  Brewster  during  the  last  few  years  of  the  aged  lawyer's  life. 

He  enjoys  an  extensive  practice,  principally  in  litigated  cases,  and  in 
the  number  and  importance  of  his  cases  in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  he  ranks  among  the  most  active  lawyers  in  this  dep:utment 
of  practice  in  the  citj'  of  New  York. 

In  the  case  of  Clare  vs.  Providence  &  Stonington  Steamship  Company, 
he  was  the  onlj^  lawyer  who  recovered  damages  for  loss  of  life  in  the 
famous  JVarrai/anseti  disastev  of  .Tune  II.  1880,  in  which  about  forty 
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lives  were  lost.  He  had  for  opposing  attorneys  in'this  case  the  firm  of 
Miller,  Peckham  &  Dixon.  The  litigation  extended  through  a  period 
of  eight  years.     Another  important  case,  Ledyard  vs.  Bull,  in  which 


the  administrators  of  Asa  Worthington,  formerly  United  States  min- 
ister to  Peru,  brought  suit  for  an  accounting  by  H.  W.  Worthington, 
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involved  several  unique  points  of  l:iw.  Mr.  Miller  has  also  conducted 
a  uutnhiM'  of  iinportant  cases  in  tlic  Hn^lisli  Court  of  Ai)iX'als,  growing 
out  of  will  contests,  and  involving  large  interests.  In  one  case  of  this 
kind,  Ilealy  vs.  Beeknian,  li<'  recovered  heavily  for  liis  client.  He  has 
been  to  Kngland  many  times  in  the  conduct  of  these  cases,  and  has  one 
important  suit.  Barker  r-s:  Peevor,  involving  §2,000,000,  now  pending 
in  the  British  Court  of  Appeals. 

Mr.  Miller  is  ;i  Hei)ul)lican  in  politics,  hut  has  always  refused  to 
become  a  candidate  for  any  ollice.  lie  resides  in  New  Jersey,  in  which 
State  he  also  enjoys  a  large  practice,  attended  to  fi'om  an  office  in 
Jersey  City.  His  counti'y  i)lace  at  Lakevievv,  near  Pater.son,  New 
Jersey,  is  one  of  the  handsomest  seats  in  that  locality,  and  is  esj)ecially 
notable  for  its  possession  of  one  of  the  largest  private  conservatories  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey.        

ILLKR.  JOHN  HUNTER  (born  in  New  Rochelle,  Westches- 
ter County,  New  York,  May  11,  1850),  is  the  son  of  Leonard 
1*.  Miller,  who  for  thirty  yeais  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
oiHMif  the  leading  lawyers  of  Westchester  County,  and  grand- 
son of  Nicholas  Miller,  of  Mamaroneck,  also  a  leading  citizen  of  West- 
chester in  the  early  pait  of  this  century.  His  mother,  Susan  Ann  Le 
Count,  was  of  a  New  Rochelle  family,  of  honorable  lineage  in  France 
prior  to  their  advent  in  this  country  with  other  Huguenot  refugees 
about  KiS.').  Mr.  Miller  was  educated  by  i)rivate  tutors  and  in  private 
schools,  and  was  graduated  from  \Vesleyan  University  in  1871,  and 
from  Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1873.  While  attending  Colum- 
bia he  also  read  law  in  the  office  of  Millei-,  Stoutenburgh  &  Peckham, 
of  New  York  City,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  New  York  bar  in 
1873  at  once  engaged  in  practice  in  this  city. 

One  of  his  first  cases,  attracting  wide  attention,  involved  the  con- 
struction at  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Street,  New  York  City,  of  the 
trestle  for  the  New  York  Centi-al  Railroad  tracks.  In  1876  he  became 
attorney  for  the  Hunter,  Overing,  and  A"an  Cortlandt  estates,  and  had 
charge  of  the  extensive  business  and  litigation  in  the  counties  of  Dela- 
ware, Sullivan,  I'lster,  and  Greene  in  closing  up  the  perpetual  leases 
which  had  been  unsettled  by  the  famous  "anti-rent"  war  and  the  leer- 
islation  growing  out  of  this  agitation.  This  was  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion by  the  notable  partition  suit  of  Hunter  vs.  Overing,  continuing 
from  1876  to  1881,  and  involving  "  Great  Lot  25,"  part  of  the  "  Ilarden- 
burg  Patent"  in  (Treene  and  Ulster  counties,  including  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  village  of  Tannersville.  This  suit  laid  the  foundation 
for  sound  titles  to  all  the  Catskill  region,  opening  that  country  to  de- 
velopment as  a  summer  resort.  About  1881  he  became  engaged  in  a 
series  of  interesting  cases  involving  points  under  construction  con- 
tracts, as  attorney  tor  Smith  &  Ripley,  successors  to  Sidney  Dillon's 
firm  of  Dillon,  Clyde  &  Company,  the  leading  contractors  of  the  conn- 
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try  for  the  construction  of  railroads  and  public  works.  The  important 
suits  tried  for  this  firm  include  one  growing  out  of  the  construction  of 
the  bridge  across  the  Genesee  River  at  Charlotte  for  the  Rome,  Water- 
town  &  Ogdensburg  Railroad ;  another  in  connection  vnth  the  con- 
struction of  the  New  York,  Woodhaven  &  Rockaway  Beach  Railroad, 
and  another  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  Second  Avenue  rail- 
road stables.  He  was  general  adviser  of  J.  Mclntire  &  Company  and 
C.  J.  Ryan  in  the  construction  of  the  extension  of  the  Delaware  & 
Lackawanna  Railroad  from  Binghamton  to  Bufi'alo.  out  of  which  grew 
the  case  of  Mnrchie  vs.  Mclntire,  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  which  excited 
great  local  interest  because  of  the  novel  points  involved.  The  case  of 
the  bridge  at  Charlotte  was  of  legal  interest  as  settling  the  question  as 
to  the  measurement  of  piles  driven.  Mr.  Miller  successfully  established 
that  where  the  work  is  contracted  for  at  so  much  per  foot  payment 
may  be  enforced  for  the  entire  length  of  each  pile  as  swung  in  the 
ways,  and  not  merely  for  the  part  remaining  in  the  ground  after  the 
pile  has  been  cut  oflP.  For  several  years  he  was  general  attorney 
and  counselor  for  Schwartz  &  Dupee,  of  New  York  and  Chicago, 
leading  members  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  and  in  this  con- 
nection conducted  the  suits  in  the  famous  controversy  with  Morgan, 
Marsh  &  Company  and  General  Cutting,  and  against  the  assignee  of 
Sutre  &  Company,  of  New  York,  in  each  case  secui'ing  successful  set- 
tlements for  his  Chicago  clients. 

In  the  case  of  Ward  vs.  Kilpatrick  (1880-1882),  finally  adjudicated 
in  his  favor  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  he  established  a  rule  of  construc- 
tion as  to  the  knowledge  required  by  the  member  of  a  firm  who  verified 
the  notice  of  mechanic  lien  as  enforced  bj^  statute,  and  secured  a  deci- 
sion on  the  new  question  whether  the  elaborate  and  expensive  cabinet 
finish  of  mirror-frames,  hatstands,  and  wainscoting  in  the  modern  lux- 
urious house  construction  should  be  classed  as  fixtures  or  as  subject  to 
mechanic  lien.  From  1884  to  1889,  as  representative  of  John  Hunter, 
the  late  William  R.  Travers,  the  late  Silas  H.  Witherbee,  Charles  L. 
Tiffany,  and  other  property  owners,  he  became  interested  in  the  pro- 
posed new  parks  for  New  York  City.  His  professional  services  were 
devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the  legal  and  legislative  proceedings  in 
this  connection.  In  1885, 1886,  and  1887  he  appeared  personally  before 
the  joint  Senate  and  Assembly  committees  on  cities  in  all  contests  and 
litigations  having  this  public  improvement  in  view,  assisted  in  prepar- 
ing the  two  leading  cases  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  Park  act  of 
1885,  and  secured  the  ruling  that  the  amount  of  tbe  sinking  fund  of 
New  York  City  be  credited  against  the  gross  indebtedness  of  the  city, 
thus  making  it  possible  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purchase  of  the  Park 
lands  without  exceeding  the  limit  indebtedness  permitted  by  law.  The 
committee  appointed  to  ascertain  a  proper  award  of  damages  to  prop- 
erty owners  whose  lands  were  condemned  for  parks  decided  the  line  of 
testimony  to  be  received  upon  Mr.  Miller's  argument. 
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During  this  iicriml  he  was  also  attorney  for  Mark  N.  Stanfield  and 
Frank  Risley,  piojjritMors  of  tlie  Victoria  Hotel,  setTling  tlie  estate  of 
Mr.  Kisley,  and  continuing  as  attorney  and  counsel  of  Mr.  Stantield 
until  the  hitter's  death.  He  was  counsel  in  1887  for  Alexander  Howe, 
special  partner  and  assignee  of  the  failed  firm  of  Webster  &  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  licpior  houses  in  San  Francisco  and  New  York.  The 
thirty  or  forty  actions  begun  against  iiis  client  on  the  ground  of  his 
special  partnership  he  succeeded  in  adjtisting  without  liability.  In 
1898  he  argued  in  the  Oliio  Supreme  Court,  in  connection  with  the 
estate  of  S.  S.  Stone,  of  (.'leveland.  tliat  the  brothers  and  sisters  men- 
tioned in  section  41()-i  of  the  Ohio  Revised  Statutes  as  entitled  to  in- 
herit included  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  whole  blood  only.  His  con- 
struction was  sustained.  For  several  years  past  he  hascontined  himself 
almost  exclusively  to  corporation  practice,  and  has  had  the  settlement 
of  important  affairs  as  attorney  of  the  Hydraulic  Brake  Company,  the 
Electric  Bleaching  Company,  the  Eiectrozoue  Company,  the  Xew  York, 
Elmsford  &  AVhite  Plains  Railroad  Company,  the  Citizens'  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  of  Wliite  Plains,  and  the  New  York.  Mamaroneck 
&  White  Plains  Railroad  Company.  He  was  recently  engaged  in  ad- 
justing important  business  matters  with  the  General  Electric  Company. 


irCHELL,  CHARLES  ELLIOTT  (born  in  Bristol,  Connecti- 
cut, May  n,  18:^7),  is  the  son  of  George  H.  Mitchell  and 
Lurene,  daughter  of  Honorable  Ira  Hooker,  who  served  five 
terms  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature.  He  is  lineally  de- 
scended from  William  Mitchell,  born  in  Scotland  in  1748,  who  was  a 
manufacturer  of  cloth  in  Connecticut  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and 
served  in  the  nulitia  during  that  struggle.  Through  his  mother  he  is 
also  directly  descended  from  Thomas  Hooker,  the  famous  divine  and 
statesman  of  colonial  Connecticut,  from  his  son.  Reverend  Samuel 
Hooker,  and  from  Captain  Thomas  Willet,  one  of  the  "Pilgrim 
Fathers,"  a  magistrate  and  captain  of  militia  at  Plymouth,  and  par- 
ticipant in  the  cai)ture  of  New  Amsterdam  from  the  Dutch  in  1664, 
and  the  first  nuiyor  of  New  York  City  under  English  rule. 

Mr.  Mitchell  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield, 
and  Williston  SpnuTiary,  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  was  graduated 
from  Brown  University  in  1861,  became  principal  of  a  high  school,  at 
the  same  time  studying  law,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law 
School  in  1864,  and  the  same  year  adnutted  to  the  bar  both  in  New 
York  anil  Connecticut.  He  engaged  in  successful  practice  in  New 
Britain,  Connecticut,  was  first  prosecuting  attorney  after  the  incorpo- 
ration of  that  city,  and  in  1880  and  1881  was  a  member  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Assembly,  refusing  consent  to  his  nomination  to  the  State  Senate. 
During  his  first  tenn  in  the  Assembly,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  corporations  and  in  conjunction  with  Honoiable  John  R.  Buck, 
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cliairman  of  the  corresponding  Senate  committee,  he  re-drafted  the 
corporation  laws  of  Connecticut.  During  his  second  term  he  served 
on  the  judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Mitchell's  practice  has  largely  been  in  the  special  department  of 
patent  and  trade-mark  cases.  His  interesting  cases  include  the  Tucker 
bronze  and  Rogers  trade-mark  cases,  and  many  of  the  Edison  lamp 
cases.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  commissioner  of  patents  by  President 
Harrison,  serving  until  his  resignation  to  resume  practice  in  New  York 
City,  in  1891.  His  administration  was  one  of  the  ablest  the  country 
has  ever  had,  and  it  is  believed  that  none  of  his  decisions  as  commis- 
sioner have  been  oveiTuled  by  the  courts.  The  thoroughness  at  which 
he  aimed  is  shown  by  his  annual  report  to  Congress,  January  1,  1891, 
in  which  he  declares :  "  A  patent  should  evidence  such  painstaking 
care  in  examination  that  upon  its  face  it  should  warrant  a  preliminary 
injunction  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  continuance  of  the 
'  American '  examination  system  depends  upon  so  conducting  examina- 
tions into  the  novelty  of  alleged  inventions  as  to  make  the  seal  of 
the  Patent  Office  create  a  powerful  if  not  a  conclusive  presumption 
that  the  patent  is  valid."  At  the  Centennial  Congress  convened  at 
Washington  April  8-10,  1891,  "in  celebration  of  the  beginning  of  the 
second  century  of  the  American  patent  system,"  Mr.  Mitchell  made  the 
opening  address  of  the  first  day's  proceedings,  following  the  intro- 
ductory address  of  President  Harrison,  who  presided  at  this  session. 
In  this  notable  address  on  "The  Birth  and  Growth  of  the  American 
Patent  Systems,"  Mr.  Mitchell  traced  the  patent  laws  of  ancient  Eng- 
land, the  American  colonies,  and  the  United  States. 

Since  1889  his  law  firm  of  Mitchell  &  Hungerford,  which  had  been  in 
existence  in  Connecticut  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  became  also  estab- 
lished in  New  York  City.  The  firm  style  in  the  last  few  years  has  been 
changed  to  Mitchell,  Hungerford  &  Bartlett.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  counsel 
for  many  leading  corporations,  and  a  director  in  several.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  City  Bar  Association  and  the  University  Club. 


ITCHELL,  DAVID  (born  in  Dumbarton,  Scotland,  in  1847), 
was  brought  to  this  country  in  childhood  by  his  parents,  who 
settled  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  received  his 
early  education.  He  subsequently  studied  at  the  University 
at  Bonn,  on  the  Rhine,  in  Germany,  taking  high  rank  for  scholarship. 
Returning,  he  studied  law  in  Providence,  and  soon  after  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  New  York  City.  He  soon  acquired  a  large  and  varied 
practice. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  deeply  read  in  literature  as  well  as  in  law,  and  has  a 
remarkable  command  of  these  resources  in  his  addresses  both  at  the 
bar  and  on  the  platform.  Almost  everything  written  by  Shakespeare, 
Burns,  Macaulay,  and  Carlyle  seems  stored  in  his  memory.     He  was 
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tlic  iiitiiiiate  I'rieiKl  of  Ww  late  Chief  Justice  Shea,  as  he  is  of  other 
lea(h'is  of  tiic  bai-  of  a  liteiaiy  turn  of  iiiiiid.  lit-  lias  been  frequently 
mentioned  for  elevation  to  the  judicial  y. 

For  twenty  years   he   lias   been   a    jiroininent   member   of    Doctor 
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MacArthur's  church,  and  the  cause  of  that  church  he  has  helped  to 
advance  materiallj'  both  by  his  means  and  through  public  addresses. 
He  was  practically  the  founder  of  the  West-side  Republican  Club  of 
this  citv. 
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ONFORT,  HENRY  ALONZO  (born  at  West  Hills,  Suffolk 
Connty,  New  York,  September  3, 1852),  is  the  son  of  William 
H.  Mont'ort  and  Sarah  E.  Whitney,  of  Huguenot  and  on  the 
maternal   side  English  ancestry.      His  father,  a  substantial 
farmer  still  living  on  the  ancestral  estate  where  he  was  born,  was  for 


many  years  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Hnntington,  Long 
Island.  His  mother  is  the  sister  of  ex-Mayor  Daniel  D.  Whitney,  of 
Brooklyn.  Mr.  Monfort  received  his  early  education  at  Huntington, 
Long  Island,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  afterwards 


IIISTOKY    OK   THE   BENCH   ANP    BAIJ    OF    NEW  YORK  285 

taking  a  two  years'  course  of  study  at  Cornell  University.  He  sub- 
sequently read  law  witli  ex-.ludge  Thomas  Young,  of  Huntington,  was 
admitted  to  tlie  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  May,  ISTf),  and  commenced 
practice  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  tiie  following  spring,  where  he  has 
since  continued. 

He  has  acted  as  counsel  in  many  important  cases.  He  was  counsel 
for  Horatio  N.  Sanford  in  1S92  in  his  contest  with  Patrick  J.  Gleason 
for  the  office  of  mayor  of  Long  Island  C-ity.  It  was  generally  pre- 
dicted that  (rleason  could  not  be  ousted  except  by  writ  oiqiio  loarra/do, 
but  Mr.  Monfort  carried  the  case  through  successfully,  and  Sanford 
took  his  seat  as  mayor  a  f(^w  days  after  liis  term  began,  January  1, 
1893.  He  was  counsel  for  Cajitain  William  Woodrick  in  the  defense 
of  an  action  for  divorce  brought  by  his  wife.  The  case  was  tried 
twice,  tlie  jury  in  the  first  trial  disagreeing.  In  the  second  trial,  before 
Justice  Dyknian  and  a  jury,  Captain  Woodrick  secured  an  absolute 
divorce.  He  was  counsel  for  defendant  in  the  case  of  People  vs.  John 
Alb,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first  degree,  securing  a  verdict  of 
acquittal.  Another  election  case  of  prominence  which  he  carried  to  a 
successful  conclusion  was  in  the  matter  of  Madden  (148  N.  Y.  136). 


ORSE,  WALDO  GRANT  (born  in  Rochester.  New  Y'ork, 
March  13,  1851t),  is  the  son  of  Adolphus  Morse,  seventh  in 
descent  from  Samuel  Morse,  who  settled  in  Dedham,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1635,  and  of  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Grant,  sixth  in  descent  from  Christopher  Grant,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Watertown,  Massachusetts.  He  was  educated  in  Rochester  and  entered 
the  University  of  Rochester,  but  owing  to  ill  health  left  before  com- 
pleting the  course,  spending  two  years  in  rest  and  travel.  He  read  law 
with  Martindale  &  Oliver,  of  Rochester,  New  Y'"ork,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Buffalo  in  1884.  He  commenced  practice  alone  in  Roch- 
ester, and  so  continued  for  four  years,  when  he  removed  to  New  Y^ork 
City  and  established  the  firm  of  Morse  &  Haynes,  now  Morse  &  Acer. 
He  enjoys  a  successful  practice,  is  a  sound  lawyer  and  effective  speaker. 

He  has  taken  a  special  interest  in  the  movement  to  preserve  tlie 
Palisades  of  the  Hudson  from  defacement  and  spoliation  at  the  hands 
of  private  interest.  He  drafted  and  secured  the  passage  of  the  bill  in 
the  State  Legislature  for  the  appointment  of  the  Palisades  Commis- 
sioners of  the  State  of  New  Y'ork  in  lSi)5,  and  drew  the  Palisades 
National  Reservation  bills  passed  by  the  States  of  New  Y'ork  and  New 
Jersey  in  1896.  He  also  drafted  the  act  on  the  subject  now  before 
Congress. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  legislative  bill  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Morton  one  of  the  three  Palisades  Commissioners  to  act  conjointly  with 
three  appointed  by  Governor  Werts,  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  made 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  joint  commission  for  the  States  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.     The  commissioners  made  an  elaborate  joint 
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report  to  the  governors  of  both  States  December  5,  1895.  Since  the 
national  bill  has  been  before  Congress  Mr.  Morse  has  not  only  agitated 
its  merits  widely  throngh  the  press  but  has  appeared  before  committees 
in  AVashington  in  its  advocacy. 

He  is  now  president  of  the  Morse  Society,  incorporated  under  the 


WALDO   GRANT   MOKSE. 


laws  of  the  State  of  JSTew  York,  member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science,  the  American  Bar  Association,  New  York 
State  Bar  Association,  Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Lawyers', 
Reform,  Quill,  and  other  clubs. 
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|()SS.   FRANK  (born   in  Coltl   Sjiriiii:,   I'litnain  County,  New 
York,  iNfnrcli  10,  IWU)),  is  tiic  son  ol'  John  R.  Moss  and  Eliza 
Wood,  the  kvtter  of  Englisii  and   Dutch  descent,  daughter 
of  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.    His  father  was  a  native  of 
Manchester,  Knuhnid,  a  teaclier  of  music.     Tic  cntnc  to  America,  and 


during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  was  a  lieutenant  in  liawlvins'  famous 
Zouaves  (Ninth  New  Yorli  Volunteers),  and  was  captured  by  the  Con- 
federates and  confined  in  Libby  Prison.    After  attending  the  common 


288  HISTORY   OF  THE   BEjSTCH   AND   BAR   OF  NEW   YORK 

school  departments  of  New  York  City,  Mr.  Moss  took  a  special  course 
in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  later  pursued  systematic 
courses  in  private  study,  including  that  of  the  Chautauqua  literary 
and  scientilic  circle.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Joseph  Fettretch, 
of  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1881. 
Three  years  later  he  engaged  in  practice  for  himself. 

Mr.  Moss  is  executor  of  several  large  estates,  including  that  of  the 
eccentric  Maltby  G.  Lane.  This  estate  has  been  involved  in  constant 
litigation,  and  Mr.  Moss'  adjustment  of  the  contested  will,  involving 
the  complicated  interests  of  widow  and  infant  heirs,  has  been  sustained 
by  the  courts,  serving  as  a  model  for  the  settlement  of  will  contests 
where  the  interests  of  infants  are  involved.  He  has  had  large  expe- 
rience in  real  estate  and  testamentary  law,  and  in  the  trial  of  civil 
and  criminal  cases.  He  is  an  expert  on  excise  and  police  law,  and  has 
frequently  appeared  before  legislative  committees  which  have  been 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  bills  on  these  subjects.  He  is  pro- 
fessor of  medical  jurisprxidence  in  the  New  York  Medical  College  and 
Hospital  for  Women. 

For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  especially  prominent  through  his 
service  in  the  interests  of  municipal  reform  in  New  York  City.  When 
but  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  attacked  the  corrupt  administration  of 
Police  Captain  Williams  in  the  Tenderloin  precinct.  His  fearless  and 
able  conduct  of  the  trial  of  that  captain  before  the  police  commission- 
ers in  1887  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Crime,  then  under  the  presidency  of  Howard  Crosbj^  and  they  invited 
him  to  act  as  their  counsel.  Soon  after  he  became  a  director,  and 
before  Doctor  Parkhurst  became  president  of  the  society  he  had  urged 
that  it  undertake  a  systematic  war  on  the  corrupt  police  force,  and 
had  prepared  the  way  for  such  a  campaign.  When  that  work  was  inau- 
gurated, he  was  unanimously  elected,  with  Doctor  Parkhurst  and  Thad- 
deus  D.  Kenneson,  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  which  shaped 
the  aggressive  policy  of  the  society.  He  was  especially  active  in  the 
Lexow  investigation  as  one  of  the  counsel  to  the  committee.  Much  of 
its  work  was  planned  by  him.  He  examined  many  of  the  Avitnesses, 
and  drafted  a  large  part  of  the  committee's  report.  The  bills  finally 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  seventy  were  largely  based  upon  drafts 
made  for  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Crime  by  Mr.  Moss  and  Mr. 
Kenneson.     Said  Recorder  Goff  : 

As  counsel  foi-  the  Parkhurst  Society  aud  as  counsel  for  several  local  property 
owners'  associations  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  Mr.  Moss  had  derived  an  expe- 
rience and  acquired  a  knowledge  of  police  oppression  and  corruption  in  this  city 
which  peculiarly  fitted  him  as  an  associate  counsel  to  the  Senate  investigating  com- 
mittee. He  entered  upon  the  work  exceptionally  well  equipped,  and  for  almost  a 
year  he  kept  at  that  work,  through  gloom  as  well  as  brightness,  with  unabated 
enthusiasm.  He  was  tireless  in  energy,  unflagging  in  industry;  day  and  night  he 
was  at  his  post,  whether  in  court  or  out  of  it,  and  to  his  keenness,  sagacity,  perse- 
verance, and  devotion  is  to  be  attributed  in  a  great  degree  the  success  and  the 
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results  wliicli  atteiuled  that  investigation.  In  the  midst  (if  tlic  sevei-ost  trials  he 
was  always  steadfast  and  conHdent,  and  I  leaincd  not  only  to  esteem  him  for  his 
hif^h   intellectual  qualities,   but  also  to  love  liini  for  his  loyalty  and  goodness  of 

heart. 

In  his  hook,  "Our  Figlit  with  'raiiiiuaiiy,"  Doctor  Ptukiiur.st  says : 

It  is  my  pleasure  as  well  as  duly  to  recognize  the  services  which  have  been  ren- 
dered by  Messrs.  T.  D.  Kenneson  and  Frank  JIoss  as  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Society  for  the  Preventiiui  of  Crime.  The  connnunity  has  no  appre- 
ciation of  the  amount  of  time  and  efl'ort  which  have  been  expended  by  these  two 
gentlemen  in  the  interests  of  our  city  during  the  years  past.  There  is  altogether 
too  much  disposition  to  bestow  the  credit  of  the  i.ssue  upon  the  jiresident  of  tlie 
society,  and  vastly  too  little  recognition  of  tht!  fact  that  if  he  has  been  able  to 
accomplish  anything  it  is  because  of  the  wise  and  tireless  support  of  these  two  col- 
leagues. Our  relations  have  been  those  of  unbroken  harmony.  Our  mutual  con- 
fidences have  been  complete,  and  all  questions  of  moment  have  been  decided  by  our 
coudjined  judgment.  Neither  will  it  be  considered  by  Mr.  Kenneson  as  unjust  to 
himself  if  I  emphasize  especially  the  faitliful  service  rendered  by  Mr.  Moss.  His 
relation  its  counsel  to  the  society  involved  a  special  di'aft  upon  his  time  aiul  energy. 
It  ought  to  be  understood  by  our  citizens  that  during  all  the  years  that  he  has 
served  the  city,  devoting  to  it  sometimes  for  many  days  together  his  entire  energy, 
he  has  not  received  a  dollar  of  compensation ;  indeed,  the  terms  of  our  constitution 
forbids  that  the  services  of  any  mendier  should  be  remiinenited  except  by  love  of 
our  friends  aiul  the  hatred  of  our  enemies. 

Mr.  ^loss  in  a  trustee  of  the  City  Vigilance  League,  and  a  member  of 
Good  Government  OIiil)  P,  the  l^ar  Association.  L:nv  Institute,  Harlem 
Republican  Club,  Twiliglit  Chib,  Methodist  Social  I'nioii,  and  Epworth 
League.  He  is  trustee  and  Sunday-school  superintendent  in  the  Trin- 
ity ^fethodist  K])isco]ial  Church.  The  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  was 
couferretl  upon  him  by  the  Taylor  L'niversity  of  Indiaiui. 


IRRAY.  GEORGE  WELWOOD  (born  at  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, March  8,  185(>),  is  the  son  of  AVelwood  Murray  and 
Lily  Gourlay.  He  came  to  New  York  at  a  very  early  age. 
Educated  at  private  and  public  schools,  he  began  the  study 
of  law  with  Edgar  Ketchum,  now  deceased,  then  a  well-known  convey- 
ancing lawyer  and  register  in  bankruptcy,  and  later  stmlied  with 
Sanford  &  Robinson.  During  his  stay  with  them  Charles  F.  Sanford 
became  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  the  firm  became  Robinson 
&  Scribner.  While  in  these  offices  he  attended  Columbia  College  Law 
School,  and  was  graduated  in  May,  1876. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  City  in  March,  1877,  and 
commenced  practice  at  once  in  connection  with  the  present  lirni  of 
Aiulerson,  Ilowlantl  &  Murray.  He  has  remained  with  that  firm  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar.  At  the  beginning  he  gave  special  attention 
to  real  estate  law,  but  in  later  years  has  devoted  himself  largely  to 
corporation  law  and  litigation.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  successful 
and  lucrative  practice,  and  has  appeared  in  many  interesting  and 
important  cases. 
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^MURRAY,  JAMES  B.,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Bronson  Murray,  of 
w^j^  New  York  City,  and  Anne  E.  Peyton,  of  the  old  Virginia 
>^^^  family  of  that  name,  and  a  grandson  of  the  late  Colonel 
"  "^^  James  B.  Murray,  also  of  New  York  City.  His  father  was 
the  foixnder  and  main  financial  support  of  the  "  Industrial  League," 
chartered  by  the  Illinois  legislature  in  1853,  which  originated  the 
movement  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  government  a  grant  of 
public  land  to  the  several  States  for  t]ie  establishment  of  State  colleges. 
The  league  canvassed  the  State  of  Illinois  and  continued  the  agitation 
until  the  legislature  petitioned  Congress,  and  Congress  passed  the  act 
of  July  2,  1S62,  granting  the  lands  as  an  endowment  for  State  colleges, 
which  resulted  in  the  founding  of  the  Illinois  Industrial  University, 
now  the  Illinois  University,  of  Cornell  University,  and  of  similar 
colleges  in  many  if  not  most  of  the  other  loyal  States. 

After  several  years'  study  in  Paris  and  Dresden,  Mr.  Murray  entered 
Columbia  College,  and  at  the  close  of  his  freshman  year  entered  the 
School  of  Mines,  at  the  same  time  continuing  with  his  college  class  in 
all  the  English  branches.  Toward  the  close  of  his  junior  year  his 
health  compelled  him  to  abandon  study,  and  going  West  he  took  charge 
of  some  of  his  father's  property  there.  Returning,  he  entered  Columbia 
College  Law  School,  and  in  1875  was  graduated  and  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar.  He  entered  the  law  office  of  Paddock  &  Cannon,  of 
New  York  City,  and  remained  associated  with  them  until  1877. 

He  has  had  charge  of  estates,  litigations  taking  but  a  minor  portion 
of  his  time,  and  consisting  principally  of  will  and  other  equity  cases 
and  the  direction  of  suits  brought  in  the  Western  States,  in  which, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  he  has  been  successful.  He  has  not  infre- 
quently obtained  excellent  results  by  presenting  his  case  direct  to 
the  opposite  party.  In  a  case  against  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  who  refused  to  deed  lands  under  contract  until  a  large  bal- 
ance of  accrued  interest  was  paid  up,  he  laid  his  brief  before  their  board 
of  directors,  who,  after  examining  it,  conceded  his  claim.  He  has, 
however,  had  several  cases  involving  novel  points.  In  one  of  these, — a 
bankruptcy  proceeding, — after  the  debtor's  petition  had  been  filed,  but 
before  an  assignee  could  be  appointed,  an  opportunity  occurred  to  rent 
a  hotel  (encumbered  with  three  mortgages,  and  Avhose  furniture  had 
already  been  seized  by  the  New  Jersey  tax  collector)  if  a  good  lease 
could  be  immediately  given.  In  this  dilemma,  although  without 
precedent,  Mr.  Murray  had  the  debtor  execute  the  desired  lease,  "  as 
trustee  for  his  creditors,"  and  applied  to  the  court  for  confirmation, 
which  was  granted.  The  rent  redeemed  the  furniture,  warded  off  fore- 
closure, and  the  hotel  afterward  liquidated  the  mortgages.  In 
another  case  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  which  Joseph  H.  Choate  was 
opposing  counsel,  a  residence  had  been  devised  by  a  married  woman, 
under  a  power  in  a  deed  of  trust  (which  gave  her  a  life  estate  in  the 
property,  with  remainder  to  her  heirs  if  she  failed  to  appoint),  to  her 
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three  daufihtei's  "so  loiifi  iis  ;iiiy  two"  slimild  •■  ii'iii;iiii  siiii.'!''  iiii<l  wii- 
niarried,"  witli  (lircctions  lo  Iht  inistcc  one  year  aftfi'  flic  iiiaiiia<rH  of 
the  second  (laugliti'T  to  sell  the  iirojiei'ty  and  distri!)nte  the  ])i-oeeeds 
amons'  all  her  lieifs  "  tlicn  Ihin.i;."  Alter  the  niarnage  of  onedanghter 
suit  was  brouii-lit  to  i)artition  the  propeity  among  all  the  heirs,  on  tin- 
ground  that  the  will  was  void.  The  (Jeneral  'I'erni  had  held  in  ellect 
that  as  the  second  daughter  niigiit  never  many  tlie  daughters  took  a 
fee  in  the  property  liable  to  be  terminated  only  in  the  event  of  such 
marriage  ;  and  as  tlie  power  of  sale  was  not  to  be  exercised  nntil  after 
that  event,  it  might  never  become  operative,  -and  being  a  naked  or  dis- 
cretionary power,  it  did  not  suspend  the  alienation  of  the  property,  and 
the  will  was  consequently  valid.  Mr.  Murray  argued  that  the  limitation 
to  the  daughters  was  equivalent  to  (hniiiij  tlic  spiiisfcrhood  of  the 
two  who  first  manied,  which,  like  an  estate  during  widowhood,  was 
but  a  life  estate,  and  the  daughters  therefore  <lid  not  take  a  fee.  but 
merely  life  estates  during  iwo  successive  lives  ;  that  incoi'poiating  tlie 
will  into  the  deed  of  trust  (as  it  was  executed  under  a  power  in  the 
latter)  disclosed  a  remainder  limited  uiH)n  three  successive  life  estates, 
the  last  of  which  was  consequently  void  under  the  statute  ;  and  that  the 
power  of  sale  was  a  power  in  trust,  suspending  alienation  for  more  than 
two  lives  from  the  date  of  the  trust  deed,  and  hence  void.  The  Court  of 
Appeals,  after  retaining  the  case  over  six  months,  sustained  this  posi- 
tion, and  unanimously  holding  the  will  void,  directed  a  partition  of 
the  property  among  all  the  children  {V2'l  N.  Y.  604). 

At  times  Mr.  Murray  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics.  In  the 
last  campaign  he  contributed  to  a  portion  of  the  press  an  article  on  the 
consequences  of  free  silver  coinage,  onstrating,  from  our  own  history, 
the  impossibility  of  having  two  standards  in  u.se  at  one  time.  It  was 
widely  published  about  two  weeks  before  the  election,  and  was  used 
by  the  Hawkeye,  among  others,  as  an  editorial.  After  the  election, 
the  New  York  Eiiening  Post,  in  speaking  of  the  campaign,  said  : 

It  has  knocked  bimetallism  as  well  as  silverism  in  tlie  head.     It  has  delivered  us 

from  thraldom  to  au  ignis  fatuus We  are  not  surprised,  therefore,  to  see 

Republican  journals,  like  the  Burlington  (Iowa)  Haickeye,  for  example,  declaring 
that  the  whole  scheme  of  two  standards  of  value  at  the  same  time  is  a  delusion  and 
an  impossibility.  Its  neighbor,  the  Burlington  Gazette,  which  supported  Palmer 
and  Buckner,  quotes  approvingly  the  Hairkeye's  article,  and  adds: 

The  party  that  attempts  after  this  election  to  dislurl)  linyinest*  by  a  revival  of  f,ilviT  fliiitatioii  under  the  guise 
of  '*biiiietalliBni  "  will  l)e  yat  down  upon  wilhoiil  debate.  'I'hit*  eamjiai^ri  Ikih  been  of  the  ;zreategt  value  to  the 
country  in  settling  the  question  that  further  agitation  of  the  impossible  theory  of  two  standards  or  a  double 
standard  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people. 

Mr.  Murray  is  a  member  of  the  City  Bar  As.sociation,  of  the  Uni- 
versity, City,  Reform,  Downtown,  Seawanhaka,  Larchmont,  and  Delta 
Phi  clubs  and  other  associations,  and  has  been  active  in  connection 
with  several,  serving  at  the  present  time  as  a  member  of  the  governing 
board  of  one.  and  on  the  membershij)  committee  of  another. 
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ILES,  WILLIAM  WATSON  (born  at  West  Fairlee,  Vermont, 
March  26,  1832),  is  the  son  of  Judo-e  William  Niles  and 
Relief,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Barron,  of  Bradford,  Ver- 
mont, an  officer  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  as  also  of  the 
Revohition.  The  ancestral  line  of  the  Niles  family  goes  back  to  the 
Norsemen  of  England.  The  first  American  ancestor,  John  Niles,  set- 
tled in  Baintree,  Massaehnsetts,  in  1636/  Samuel  Niles,  second  in  the 
line  given  below,  was  a  famous  colonial  clergyman,  and  a  historical  and 
theological  aiithor.  His  son,  third  in  the  line.  Honorable  Samuel  Niles 
(a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  like  his  father),  was  an  eminent  jurist. 
Honorable  Nathaniel  Niles,  fourth  in  the  line,  was  a  jurist,  presidential 
elector,  Congressman,  eminent  manufacturer,  and  inventor  of  a  method 
of  making  wire  from  bar-iron  by  water  power. 

His  grandson,  William  Watson  Niles,  was  tutored  by  his  father, 
attended  Bradford  Academy  and  Newbury  Seminary,  and  after  sev- 
eral successive  terms  of  teaching  in  schools  and  academies  in  New 
Hami)shire,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts,  entered  Dartmouth  College, 
and  was  graduated  in  1845.  He  entered  the  law  office  of  his  brother, 
Judge  Niles,  of  La  Porte.  Indiana,  at  the  same  time  serving  as  assist- 
ant to  him  as  pi-ofessor  of  chemistry  in  the  Indiana  Medical  College. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Indiana  without  examination,  having 
already  tried  cases  in  the  lower  courts  against  most  of  the  lawyers  in 
the  county.  Coming  to  New  York,  he  entered  the  office  of  General 
John  Cochrane  to  familiarize  himself  with  New  York  practice  and  was 
soon  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  He  visited  Europe,  traveling 
largely  on  foot  over  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent,  and  returning 
engaged  in  practice  in  New  York. 

In  one  of  his  first  cases  James  T.  Brady  was  opposing  counsel. 
Nevertheless  he  was  successful.  While  almost  unknown  he  was 
employed  by  Judge  Price,  of  New  Jersey,  in  a  suit  against  Daniel 
Webster,  and  recovered  a  large  sum  of  money  in  a  determined  contest 
in  which  United  States  District  Attorney  David  P.  Hall,  Honorable 
Samuel  Blatchford,  Oscar  W.  Sturtevant,  and  Luther  R.  Marsh  repre- 
sented the  distinguished  defendant.  He  tried  and  won  the  first  case 
in  this  State  against  a  ship's  officers  and  crew  for  goods  that  had  been 
shipped,  and  for  which  a  bill  of  lading  had  been  signed  in  a  foreign 
port,  and  where  there  was  no  evidence  as  to  how^  the  loss  had  occurred. 
In  the  case  of  Sweet  vs.  Morrison  he  was  successful  in  a  defense  which 
had  been  deemed  hopeless,  after  some  fourteen  years  of  active  contests. 
He  was  also  successful  after  litigations  for  fourteen  years  in  defeat- 
ing the  "  thin  tin  "  can  patent  case  of  Masury  vs.  The  Borden  Con- 
densed Milk  Company,  after  final  judgment  had  been  recovered  by 

'  The  direct  line  is  as  follows  :  Johu  Nilce  ' ;  Samuel  from  Dartmoulh,  as  was  also  his  father,  his  grandfather 

Niles!,  born  May  I,  1674;  Samuel  Niles',  born  1711  ;  being  a  graduate  of  Princeton,  became  a  judge  and 

Nathaniel  Niles  *,  born  April  3, 1741  ;  William  Niles ',  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  Vermont ; 

bom  at  Norwich,  Connecticut,  July  15,  1775,  died  in  William  Watson  Niles  ",  of  New  York. 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  September  6, 1848,  was  graduated 
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the  ])l:untilT  in  llic  cnsc  of  Musiiry  r.v. 'rii'iiinnn.  tried  hcroi-c  the  \;\h- 
Jiistinp  lilntchrord,  iind  dcl'ciidi'd  l)y  si-vcra!  of  tiu-  ;iiiifst  jiiitcnt  law- 
yers in  tlic  coiiiitiy;  and  his  victoiy  in  that  case  h'd  to  tlic  dismissal  of 
a  lar^e  number  of  other  rases  on  tlic  same  iiatrnt,  in  which  he  had 
been  retained. 

He  also  argued  and  wuii  the'  lirst  case  on  the  patent  for  railroad  axle 
boxes  before  the  United  States  Coiirt  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  which 
led  to  settlements  of  the  claims  of  the  patentee  for  royalties  a^-'ainst 
the  New  York  Central,  the  Illinois  Centrah  and  some  hundred  other 
railroad  companies  in  suit  or  in  ins  hands  for  collection. 

In  Ackernian  rs.  Eiii;lisii,  ariiiied  before  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court,  November  18,  1S.5(;,  he  established  a  precedent,  bein^'  the  first  to 
recover  in  an  action  bronj^iht  by  a  first  endorser  on  a  promissory  note 
against  a  second  endorser,  notwithstandino;  the  order  shown  l)y  the 
written  contract.  In  Stowell  vs.  Stowell.  also  argued  in  Supreme  Court, 
Jnne  1,  ISHS,  he  was  the  first  to  estal)lish  the  doctrine  that  an  attempt 
to  corrupt  the  morals  of  a  wife  is  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment,  Justify- 
ing a  limited  divorce  under  tiie  statute,  even  when  thei'e  is  no  pretense 
of  a  harsh  word  or  violent  action  on  the  pail  of  the  husband.  Mr. 
Niles  became  counsel  for  Governor  'I'ilden's  law  office  when  the  latter 
retired  from  ]iractice,  and  was  also  his  private  counsel  in  every  case  he 
ever  had  in  this  State. 

During  the  regime  of  the  Tweed  ring  Mr.  Niles  conceived  the  plan, 
and  oi'ganized  and  was  the  executive  head  of  the  Citizen's  Association, 
established  in  all  the  upper  wards  of  the  city  to  compel  both  political 
parties  to  make  satisfactory  nominations.  lie  was  elected  to  the 
Assembly,  put  on  the  judiciary  cominirtee.  and  procured  the  signature 
of  the  entire  committee  to  a  resolution  of  impeachment  of  Judges  Bar- 
nard, Cordoza,  and  McCunn  ;  and  by  the  Assembly  was  appointed  one 
of  the  managers  who  tried  Judge  Barnard  before  the  court  of  impeach- 
ment. During  the  Civil  War  he  assisted  in  raising  several  regiments, 
and  with  ten  others  organized  the  Central  Loyal  League  under  which 
all  the  leagues  in  the  State  were  formed.  After  the  war  its  members 
originated  the  Union  League  Club.  In  iSSl  he  was  again  elected  to 
the  Assembly,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  committees  on  general 
laws,  charitable  and  religious  societies,  and  Federal  relations.  A  signal 
public  service  at  this  time  was  the  important  part  performed  by  him  in 
the  political  and  legal  contests  which  added  nearly  five  thou.sand  acres 
to  the  public  park  area  of  New  York  City.  He  was  appointed  one  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  location  of  these  parks. 

Outside  of  his  professional  life  Mr.  Niles  has  engaged  in  large  busi- 
ness enterprises  in  the  South,  West,  and  East.  He  assisted,  while  a 
student  in  his  brother's  office,  in  securing  the  construction  of  the  first 
railroad  west  of  Lake  I^rie ;  secured  the  charter  for  the  Forty-second 
Street  ferry.  New  York  City,  organized  the  Ferry  and  Land  Improve- 
ment Company,  and  was  its  first  secretary  and  afterward  its  president. 
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OSTRAND,  JOHN  LOTT  (born  in  New  Utrecht,  Kings 
Connty,  New  York,  March  2,  1856),  is  the  son  of  Timothy 
Nostrand  and  Catharine  Lott.  He  received  his  early  ednca- 
tion  at  pnblic  and  private  schools  and  subsequently  was 

He  afterwards  read  law  with  General 


graduated  from  Rutgers  College. 


JOHN    LOTT   NOSTRAND. 


Philip  S.  Crooke,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879,  in  Brooklyn, 
where  he  located  in  the  practice  of  law. 

His  practice  has  been  confined  more  especially  to  real  estate  law, 
which  he  has  successfully  followed.  He  has  held  important  local 
positions  in  the  town  of  New  Utrecht  (now  the  Thirtieth  Ward  of 
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Brooklyn),  fliK I  is  interested  in  t lie  development  of  real  estate  in  that 
section.  l!e  was  a  dele.uate  to  the  constitntional  convention  of  the 
State  in  18S)4,  and  is  at  i)res("nt  a  police  justice  of  Hioolvlyn. 


") 


■|?H1KN,  MOHIJAN  .lOSEPTT  (lu.in  in  New  York  City,  April 
T'^^'^^!  -''^-  l^*"'^),  i;<  the  son  of  Morgan  O'Urien  and  Mary  Burke,  botii 
of  whom  were  l)orn  in  Ireland,  hut  came  to  this  country  early 
in  life  and  were  married  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York,  attended 
the  institution  of  the  CJhristian  Brothers  of  the  Order  of  De  la  Salle, 
on  Second  Street,  and  later  was  graduated  from  Saint  John's  College 
at  Fordham  in  June,  1872.  He  afso  conijJeted  a  ]K)st-gradnate  course 
at  Saint  Francis  Xavier's  College,  receiving  from  this  institution  the 
degree  of  master  of  arts  in  June,  1STS.  In  1889  he  received  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  laws  from  Saint  John's  College. 

Judge  O'Brien  read  law  in  the  office  of  John  T.  McGowan,  of  this  city, 
also  attending  the  Columhia  College  Law  School.  In  May,  1875,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  active 
jiracticeof  law  in  this  city,  building  u])an  extensive  busine.ss.  He  had 
much  to  do  with  (piestions  relating  to  water  rights,  and  is  considered 
an  expert  in  that  department  of  law.  He  has  been  counsel  for  numer- 
ous ferry  conii)anies,  and  was  C()unsel  for  the  ferry  company,  the  gas 
companies,  and  many  individual  property  owners  in  the  successful 
litigations  to  prevent  the  change  of  the  McClennan  bulkhead  line  on 
the  East  River. 

In  1887  and  1888  he  was  corporation  counsel  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
In  1SS8  he  was  elected  associate  justice  of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court, 
and  has  distinguished  himself  as  an  able  and  careful  jurist.  He  was 
assigned  by  Governor  Hill  in  1892  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  general 
term  in  the  tirst  district,  which  position  he  occupied  until  selected  by 
Governor  Morton  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  appellate  division  of  the 
Supreme  Court  under  the  new  Constitution  of  1895,  his  designation 
being  for  live  years,  from  January  1,  1896.  He  was  selected  by  Gov- 
ernor Hill  to  try  the  contested  election  cases  in  Onondaga  County  in 
1893,  and  all  his  decisions  were  subsequently  affirmed  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

XDEHDONK,  WILLIAM  Al'GUSTUS  (born  in  Gallipolis, 
Gallia  County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1859),  is  the  son  of  Henry  M. 
and  Catharine  C.  Onderdonk,  and  is  a  grandson  of  the  late 
Right  Reverend  Benjamin  Tredwell  Onderdonk,  Bishop  of 
New  York,  and  nephew  of  William  H.  Onderdonk,  district  attorney 
and  surrogate  of  Queens  County. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Gallipolis  Academy,  Trinity  School,  Brook- 
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lyn,  and  Fairchild  Institute  of  FlusMng,  Long  Island.  Studying  law 
with  his  uncle,  William  H.  Onderdonk,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  May  14,  1S80.     He  practiced  in  New  York 


City  for  seven  years,  in  1887  removing  his  office  to  Hempstead,  Long- 
Island,  where  he  has  practiced  since.  He  was  counsel  in  the  interesting 
case  of  Onderdonk  vs.  Ackerman  (90  N.  Y.). 
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RDRONAI  \,  JOHN  (liMiii  ill  New  Yoik  City,  An^iist  ;^, 
ls;!(i),  was  i^-radiuiti'il  rroin  I  )art  inmil  li  ( '(illt',i:i'  in  l>^"i'i  nmi 
Irom  tilt'  Harvard  Law  Scliool  in  ls5:.',  was  admitted  to  tlie 
New  York  bar,  Fchniary  11,  ls:>:!,  to  the  MassachuseUs  bar, 
Ajnil  I  I,  1853,  and  befiaii  practice  at  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  removing 
in  18r).'>  to  New  York  City.  In  order  to  lit  liiniself  for  the  s])ecial  de- 
partment of  medical  jurisprudence,  he  wa.s  giaduated  in  ISolt  from  tlie 
National  Medical  ('(illeiic  wliich  is  the  medical  department  of  the 
Columliian  rniversity  of  Wasiiin.i;ton.  The  degree  of  doctor  of  laws 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Trinity  College  in  187U,  and  by  Dartmouth 
College  in  18'J."i.  In  ISi;i  lie  was  ajipointed  l(»cturer  on  medical  juris- 
prudence in  the  Columbia  College  l^aw  School  of  New  York,  and  has 
tilled  tliat  position  ever  since. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Civil  \Var  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Morgan  surgeon  to  examine  men  drafted  for  the  army  in  Brooklyn. 
President  Lincoln,  in  April,  1S(;;1  commissioned  him  surgeon  to  the 
board  of  enrollment  of  the  lirst  Congr(\ssional  district  of  New  York. 
In  ISti-t  he  was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  to  the  Fifteenth  New 
York  Regiment.  During  this  pei'iod  he  issued  three  important 
medical-mililaiy  imblicaiions.  His  "Hints  on  Health  in  Armies" 
(New  York,  isci)  is  characterized  as  '-the  liist  American  work  on 
military  hygiene."  ' 

Hy  request  of  the  I'nited  States  sanitary  commission  he  prepared  an 
elaborate  I'eport  on  the  enij^loyment  of  disaltled  soldiers  and  the 
revision  of  our  pension  legislation,  based  u])on  a  comparative  study  of 
European  invaliil  and  pension  systems.  His  recommendations  were 
made  the  basis  of  Congressional  le.gislation.  Again,  at  the  joint  sug- 
gestion and  I'equest  of  the  military  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  aiul  of  the  United  States  sanitary  commission,  he 
I)rei)ared  his  "Manual  for  Military  Surgeons  on  the  Examination  of 
Recruits  and  Discharge  of  Soldiers"  (New  Y'ork,  1863). 

in  IStU  he  succeeded  Chief  Justice  Redfield,  of  Vermont,  as  lecturer 
on  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth 
College,  while  between  1865  and  1873  almost  his  entire  time  was 
devoted  to  similar  work  in  a  number  of  institutions,  including  the 
University  of  \"ermont,  Law  School  of  Boston  I'niversity,  and  the 
medical  and  law  departments  of  the  Columbian  University.  Upon  the 
creation  of  the  New  York  State  commissionership  in  lunacy  in  1873 
he  received  the  initial  appointment  from  Coveinor  Dix,  and  was  con- 
tinued in  office  under  Governors  Tilden,  Robinson,  and  Cornell  until 
his  voluntary  retirement  in  1882.  By  resolution  of  the  State  Senate 
in  187-i  he  was  appointed  to  revise  and  codify  the  lunacy  statutes  of 
New  Y'ork  ^Part  I.,  Chapter  XX.,  Title  III.).  He  was  similarly  ap- 
pointed in  1882.  but  retired  from  office  before  the  work  was  completed. 

'  Columbia  Latv  Tinus,  VhI.  VI.,  No. :).  jiage  6", 
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As  commissioner  in  lunacy  lie  rendered  a  number  of  important  de- 
cisions (Abbott's  third  volume  of  New  Cases).  These  decisions  form  a 
"  unique  group  ....  not  elsewhere  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  Ameri- 
can reports,"  and  are  "exhaustive  of  the  subjects  on  which  they  touch." ' 
Since  1882  Professor  Ordronaux  has  been  in  active  practice  in  this 
city,  mainly  in  consultation,  while  carrying  on  his  duties  as  lecturer 
in  Columbia  College.  His  published  works,  in  addition  to  those 
already  mentioned,  are  as  follows  :  "  The  Jurisprudence  of  Medicine 
in  its  relation  to  the  Law  of  Contracts,  Torts,  and  Evidence  "  (Phila- 
delphia, 1869)  ;  "  The  Proper  Legal  Status  of  the  Insane  "  (New  York, 
1875) ;  "  Legislation  in  New  York  relating  to  the  Insane  "  {Albany  Law 
Journal,  Vol.  XV.,  18Y7) ;  "Institutes  of  Equity  as  revealed  through 
its  Maxims  "  (three  articles,  Albany  Law  Journal,  Vol.  XVIIL,  1878) ; 
"  Judicial  Aspects  of  Insanity  "  (Albany,  1878) ;  "  Imbecility,"  "  Insanity 
before  the  Law,"  "  Medical  Jurisprudence  "  (three  articles,  Johnson's 
Cyclopcedia,  Vol.  II.,  New  York,  1876)  ;  "The  Plea  of  Insanity  as  an 
Answer  to  an  Indictment"  [Criminal  Law  Magazine,  July,  1880); 
"  Judicial  Problems  relating  to  the  disposal  of  Insane  Criminals" 
(two  articles,  Criminal  Law  Magazine,  September  and  November, 
1881);  "On  Expert  Testimony  in  Judicial  Proceedings"  {American 
Journal  of  InsanUy,  January,  1874);  "Matter  of  Staudermann," 
"  People  vs.  Beno  Ville,"  "  Jenish's  case,"  "  Matter  of  Waltz,"  "  Ayer's 
case,"  "  Matter  of  Gilbert,"  "  Brush's  case,"  "  People  ex  rel.  New  York 
Hospital  "  (Abbott's  "  New  Cases,"  Vol.  III.,  pp.  187-273,  1878) ;  "  Con- 
stitutional Legislation  in  the  United  States"  (Philadelphia,  1891);  "The 
Legal  Status  of  the  Medical  Profession  in  New  York"  {Transactions 
New  York  State  Medical  Society,  1860) ;  "  Report  on  Expert  Testi- 
mony"  {Ibid.,  1862)  ;  "Metrical  Translation  of  the  Regimen  Sanitatis 
Salerni  "  (Philadelphia,  1870)  ;  a  series  in  American  Journal  of  Li- 
sanity — "  Hallucinations  Consistent  with  Reason  "  (1862),  "  On  Suicide  " 
(1863),  "  On  Moral  Insanity"  (January,  1873),  "  Is  Habitual  Drunken- 
ness a  Disease?"  (Ajpril,  1874),  "The  Value  of  Expert  Testimony" 
(July,  1870)  ;  "  Anniversary  Oration  before  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine "  (1866)  ;  "  Commencement  Oration  before  the  National 
Medical  College"  (1865);  same,  1867;  same,  1870;  "The  First  Dis- 
coverers of  America  "(Pw^naTO'^Jfag'a^me,  November,  1854) ;  "History 
of  the  Bread  Plants  and  their  Influence  upon  Civilization  "  ( Union 
Quarterly  Magazine,  April,  1856);  "The  Great  Cycle"  {American 
Church  Monthly,  January  and  February,  1 858) ;  "  Eulogy  on  Reverend 
Z.  Green,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution "  (New  York,  1859) ;  "  History 
and  Philosophy  of  Medical  Jurisprudence"  {American  Journal  of 
Insanity,  October,  1868);  "Ode  for  the  Centenary  of  Dartmouth 
College"  (1869)  ;  "On  Corporations"  (paper  before  Old  Colony  His- 
torical Society  of  Massachusetts.     Transactions,  Vol.  V.,  1889). 

1  OoluTuMa  Laiv  7'i?nes^  Vol.  VI.,  No.  3,  page  68, 
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,  WILLIAM  CHARLES  (born  in  I'.K.okl.x  ii.  New  York, 
Dfccinhcr  f),  18r)I\  is  the  soji  ol'  Ivlward  Ori'  mid  Mary  La f- 
I'tTty,  natives  of  the  extreme  North  oi'  iri'laiid.  lie  was 
I'diicated  at  a  ])rivate  school  in  Brooklyn,  and  at  Saint 
Francis  Xavier's  College,  New  York  City,  from  whicli  lie  was  giadn- 
ated  in  1808.  Coni])ieting  the  post-gradnate  conrse  tiie  folhnving  year 
he  received  the  degi'ee  of  master  of  arts.  His  legal  studies  were  pur- 
smnl  with  Fine  &  (iallaliei',  New  York  City,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn,  Februaiy  14,  1874.  He  at 
once  commenced  jiractice  in  New  Y'ork  City. 

Shortly  after  ad nussion  to  the  bar  he  became  attorney  for  a  large 
mercantile  house  of  New  Yoi'k,  and  in  the  course  of  his  professional 
duties  for  that  house  and  others  made  extensive  tours  thiough  the 
country  during  a  jieriod  of  six  years,  visiting  professionally  many  of 
the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Middle,  Eastern,  and  Western  States.  The 
knowledge  of  the  country  acciuired  in  this  way,  togetlier  with  the 
broad  acquaintance  formed  and  tlie  familiarity  with  exact  bnsiness 
methods  in  various  lines,  proved  invaluable  to  him  in  his  subsequent 
professional  career. 

Returning  to  local  practice  he  took  up  the  special  branch  of  law  relat- 
ing to  estates  and  real  jiroperty,  which  he  has  followed  largely  ever  since. 
He  has  had  the  affairs  of  a  large  nundjer  of  estates  to  settle  and  clear 
up.  x\.s  attorney  he  has  conducted  operations  in  real  estate  covering  all 
localities  of  the  city  and  involving  millions  of  dollars.  lie  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  a  large  clientage,  including  several  large  banking  institu- 
tions.    He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York,  Lawyers',  and  Catholic  clubs. 


ACE,  ALFRED  RIDER  (born  in  Carlinville,  Illinois,  Octobea- 
7,  1859),  is  the  son  of  Charles  Page  and  Angeline  Rider.  His 
great-grandfather,  William  Page,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  a 
colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  removing  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Vermont  became  a  mend)er  of  the  lirst  legislature  of  that 
State.  His  grandfather,  William  Page,  was  a  well-known  lawyer  of 
Rutland,  Vermont,  while  his  uncle.  Honorable  John  B.  Page,  was  gov- 
ernor of  Vermont  from  1868  to  1870. 

Mr.  Page  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Burr  and 
Burton  Seminary  of  Manchester,  Vermont,  and  at  Williams  College, 
from  which  he  did  not  graduate,  being  recalled  from  school  by  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  studied  law  in  New  York  City  with  the  firm 
of  Bristow,  Peet,  Burnett  &  Opdyke,  and  was  graduated  from  the  New 
York  University  Law  School  in  1880.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  at  once  began 
practice  in  New  York  City,  wliich  he  has  successfully  continued  to  the 
present  time. 
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Among  his  important  cases  are  those  of  Pelton  vs.  Irwin,  involving 
the  title  to  a  large  tract  of  land  in  West  Virginia,  and  the  Rutland 
Railroad  Company  vs.  J.  B.  Page,  in  which  he  successfully  resisted  a 
claim  against  the  defendant  amounting  to  about  $1,500,000,  after  a  trial 


before  a  jury  which  extended  through  two  months.  On  March  1,  ISQ^, 
he  was  appointed  attorney  to  the  excise  commissioners  of  this  city 
under  the  reform  administration  of  Mayor  Strong. 
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ElAiJI-;,   CIIAHIjKS    benjamin   (1)()1ii   ill   Olean,  New  York, 
Nov.iiiher  4,  1851),  is  the  son  of  Rufus  L.  Page  and  Eliza- 
Ix'Ili  A.  Hall.     He  lieyan  his  studies  at  the  Olean  Arademy. 
^    at'lciward   atteiKliiiu'  private  scliools  at  Olean  and  at  New 


Marlboro,  Massachusetts.     In   1870  he  came  to  New  York  City  and 
commenced  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Addison  G.  Rice  and  con- 
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tinned  them  with  Judge  Freeman  J.  Fithian.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar  in  1876,  and  at  once  commenced  practice  in  this  city. 
He  has  established  a  general  and  prosperous  law  business,  frequently 
appearing  in  litigated  cases  involving  large  amounts. 

He  has  been  a  resident  of  New  York  City  since  1870,  and  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  of  the  seventeenth  Senatorial  district,  from  which 
he  was  elected,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  to  the  State  Senate  in  the  fall 
of  1S95  for  the  tei-m  of  three  years,  beginning  January  1,  1896.  He 
served  during  the  session  of  1896  as  a  member  of  the  committees  on' 
cities,  codes,  military  affairs,  and  public  health.  He  is  an  active 
worker  and  popular  in  the  party  organization  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  in  his  political  and  legislative  work  a  strong  advocate  of  progress 
and  champion  of  honest  government.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fi-aternity.  

ARSONS,  JOHN  EDWARD  (born  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
October  24,  1829),  is  the  son  of  Edward  Lamb  Parsons  and 
Matilda,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Clark,  of  Wallingford,  Con- 
necticut. His  father  was  a  native  of  England,  the  family 
residing  in  Lancashire  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  although  for  many 
generations  they  had  lived  at  Cubbington  and  in  the  adjoining  parish 
of  Stoneleigh,  in  Warwickshire.  He  came  to  this  country  when  a  young 
man  and  engaged  in  business  in  New  York.  In  Jamiary,  1 839,  he  was 
lost  on  the  coast  of  Cheshire  in  the  wreck  of  the  packet  ship  Pennsyl- 
vania while  on  his  return  from  a  voyage  to  England.  Mr.  Parsons 
received  his  early  education  in  the  boarding-school  of  Samuel  U.  Ber- 
rian  at  Rye,  Westchester  County,  New  York.  In  1814  he  entered  the 
New  York  University,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  being  chancellor,  and 
was  graduated  in  1848  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council  of  this  university  in  1865,  and  has  remained  upon  the 
board  ever  since.  In  the  fall  of  1849  he  entered  the  office  of  James  W. 
Gerard,  the  distinguished  member  of  the  New  York  bar,  and  in  1852  was 
admitted  to  practice.  January  1,  1854,  he  opened  an  office,  and  May 
1,  1854,  formed  a  partnership  with  Lorenzo  B.  Shepard.  In  July  of 
that  year  Mr.  Shepard  became  district  attorney  of  New  York  by  ap- 
pointment of  Governor  Horatio  Seymour,  and  appointed  Mr.  Parsons 
his  assistant.  He  held  the  position  until  the  close  of  the  year.  With 
that  exception,  he  has  never  held  public  office.  In  Maj^,  1857  (Mr.  Shep- 
ard having  died  in  SeiDtember,  1856),  Mr.  Parsons  became  associated  with 
Albon  P.  Man.  under  the  firm  style  of  Man  &  Parsons.  This  partner- 
ship continued  until  1884.  In  1890  he  formed  the  firm  of  Parsons, 
Shepard  &  Ogden,  during  the  intermediate  period  having  had  no 
partner. 

Mr.  Parsons  has  been  long  recognized  as  a  leader  of  the  New  York 
bar.  From  the  beginning  his  practice  has  been  important.  It  has  em- 
braced many  departments  of  the  law.   The  interesting  cases  with  which 
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lie  h:is  hccii  coiiMccli'd  iiicliKlc  I )uiili;mi  /'.v.  Williams,  involving  tlie 
title  to  (lisiist'd  I'Oiuls  laid  out  in  tin'  parts  of  the  State  settled  by  the 
Dutch  ;  Story  rs.  the  Elevated  Railroad  Companies,  in  which,  after 
years  ol'  unsuccesslul  liti,i;ation,  the  Court  ol'  Appeals  sustained  the 
iiahilily  oT  till'  coiiipiiiiirs  lo  al)utting  owners;  the  Merrill  will  case, 
the  r.urr  will  case,  the  llaiiinieisley  will  case,  the  Tracy  will  case  at 
iiidValo,  the  I-'ayfrwealhi-r  will  ease,  and  tlie  Jacob  Sharp  case.  He 
was  counsel  for  t  he  eoinniiitce  of  I  he  New  York  Senate  to  declare  va- 
cant tile  seat  ol  William  M.  Tweed,  participated  as  counsel  in  the  ia- 
vesti^ation  by  the  coiuunttee  of  the  Assend)ly  into  frauds  in  Kings 
County,  was  counsel  before  tlir  coiumiltee  of  the  Assembly  in  the  case 
auaiust  Henry  W.  Genet,  and  participated  in  the  successful  trial  of 
(ienel.  and  has  been  engaged  in  many  other  public  cases,  lie  has  been 
counsel  since  its  organization  of  the  American  Sugar  Keiining  Com- 
])any,  and  was  counsel  foi'  its  jiredecessor,  the  Sugar  Trust,  and  took 
j)art  in  the  various  litigations  and  legislative  and  Congressional  pro- 
ceedings w  liicli  followed  the  formation  of  the  trust. 

He  was  an  original  member  of  the  City  Bar  .Vssociation,  having  par- 
ticipated actively  in  the  proceedings  ])relinnnary  to  its  organization. 
He  submitted  the  draft  for  the  original  constitution  of  the  association, 
which,  as  aniendi'd  by  the  late  Judge  Rapallo,  was  in  large  part 
adopted.  lb'  took  an  active  ])art  in  the  reform  movement  which 
l)rece(h'd  the  proceedings  against  the  judges  at  the  time  of  the  crusade 
against  Tweed  ;  was  selected  by  the  Bar  Association  as  one  of  the 
counsel  to  take  the  initiatory  proceedings  before  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee of  the  Assembly,  of  which  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  David  B.  Hill 
were  members,  and  was  retained  by  the  managers  of  the  impeachment 
of  Judge  Barnard  as  one  of  theii'  counsel,  jiarticipating  in  his  trial. 
He  also  took  i)arl  in  the  trial  of  Judge  McCunn  and  in  the  proceedings 
against  Judge  Cardozo  until  his  enforced  resignation. 

Much  of  Mr.  Parsons'  time  has  been  given  to  benevolent  and  philan- 
thr()]>ic  wtirk.  He  i)articipated  in  the  organization  of  the  New  York 
Cancer  Hospital,  and  has  been  its  jjresident  from  the  beginning.  He  is 
the  ])resident  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  commit  tee  of  the  New  Y'ork  City  Mission  and 
Tract  Society,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  American  Tract  Society,  was  president  of  the  New  York  Bible 
Society,  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  an 
original  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Cooper  Union,  being  asso- 
chited  upon  that  board  with  Peter  Cooper,  his  son,  Edward  Cooper,  and 
his  son-in-law,  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  together  with  Daniel  F.  Tieman  and 
the  late  Wilson  G.  Hunt. 

Mr.  l*arsons  has  as  a  country  residence  an  estate  at  Bye,  New  Y'ork, 
long  held  in  his  family.  In  1S75  he  also  established  a  country  resi- 
dence at  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  and  has  continued  to  make  his 
summer  home  at  his  estate  of  ''Stonover"  there,  being  much  inter- 
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ested  in  farming  and  the  occupation  which  comes  from  the  practical 
care  of  a  large  coTintry  property.  He  is  a  governor  of  the  Lenox 
Club,  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the  Episcopal  church  of  Lenox,  and  a 
member  in  New  York  of  the  Century,  University,  Players',  Metropoli- 
tan, Riding,  City,  and  Turf  clubs,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees and  the  board  of  elders  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
has  been  much  interested  in  poor  children  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  twenty  years  having  been  at  the  head  of  a  large  mission  school,  and 
maintaining  at  his  own  expense  a  fresh-air  home  at  Curtisville,  near 
his  residence  at  Lenox,  where  one  hundred  children  at  a  time  are  taken 
care  of  during  the  summer. 


ECKHAM,  WHEELER  HAZARD  (born  in  Albany,  New 
York,  January  ],  1833),  is  the  son  of  the  late  Honorable 
Rufas  Wheeler  Peckham,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  this  State,  and  brother  of  Honor- 
able Rufus  Wheeler  Peckham,  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

Mr.  Peckham  was  educated  at  the  Albany  Academy  and  at  Union 
College,  but  owing  to  ill  health  did  not  graduate  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution. He  studied  law  with  his  father,  and  for  some  time  practiced 
at  Albany.  February  9,  1864,  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  becom- 
ing managing  clerk  of  the  law  office  of  John  A.  Stoutenburg  and  George 
McCullough  Miller.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  was  admitted  to 
partnership.  The  firm  was  later  reorganized  as  Miller,  Peckham  & 
Dixon,  a  style  which  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  legal  partnerships  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Peckham  was  leading  counsel  in  the  Tweed  prosecutions,  and 
his  able  conduct  of  these  cases  won  for  him  national  reputation.  He 
was  also  counsel  in  the  cases  establishing  the  exemption  from  taxation 
of  legal-tender  notes,  as  likewise  in  the  bank  tax  cases,  the  Bell  tele- 
phone patent  litigations,  and  the  Louisiana  bond  cases.  For  a  short 
time  he  was  district  attorney  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Peckham  has  long  been  prominently  identified  with  the  cause 
of  political  reform.  "'  For  many  years  he  has  been  the  ablest  and  most 
effective  political  and  municipal  reformer  in  the  State  and  country,  and 
a  terror  to  evil-doers."  He  was  nominated  by  President  Cleveland  as 
a  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  1893,  but  through  the 
intrigue  of  Senator  David  B.  Hill  and  other  personal  enemies  of  Pi'esi- 
dent  Cleveland  in  his  own  party,  the  nomination  was  not  confirmed. 
Other  eminent  gentlemen  whom  Mr.  Cleveland  attempted  to  appoint 
to  this  position  shared  the  same  fate,  the  operations  of  the  intriguers 
amounting  to  a  national  scandal,  depriving  the  country  of  the  services 
of  some  of  its  ablest  lawyer's  in  its  court  of  last  resort. 

Mr.  Peckham  has  served  several  terms  as  president  of  the  Bar 
Association  of  the  Citv  of  New  York. 


UisQ^ 


1 

iiisToin    OF   riii;  iii;N(  ii   and  hai;  of  nkw  youk  305 

K(n\llAM,  Wll.I.lAM  (;IBHS  (honi  in  XcuiKut,  Rhode 
Ishinil,  Fclini;ny  7,  is4'.t),  is  llif  son  of  Wiiiiiiiii  (iihhs  Peck- 
JKiiii  mill  Miiry  Iliiii,  daughter  of  Jii(1<;(' .loseph  Pciry.  lie 
is  lineally  descended  from  Ehler  William  Peokliain,  who 
about  lti:3i>  was  settled  over  the  lirst  Bai)tist  Chureh  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  on  his  mother's  side  from  Edmund  Perry,  eommon  ancestor  also 
of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  (Commodore  Matthew  Calbraith 
Perry,  and  General  Nathaniel  Greene. 

^fr.  Peckham  was  <jraduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1867,  at 
eighteen  years  of  age,  liaving  been  the  lirst  editor  of  the  Harvard 
CoUegiaii  and  its  successor,  the  Ilarmrd  Admcate,  the  pioneer  of 
college  i)eriodicals.  The  same  year  he  was  graduated  from  John 
Norton  Pomeroy's  law  sc1uk)1,  and  studied  with  William  M.  Evarts 
and  Joseph  H.  Choate  in  New  York  City.  In  J  868  and  1869  he  pur- 
sued studies  at  Heidelberg,  (Jermauy,  taking  certificates  in  Roman 
law,  and  returning  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1870,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York 
bar  the  same  year.  He  was  for  many  years  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
Peckham  &  Tyler,  more  recently  organizing  that  of  Peckliam,  Warner 
&  Perkins. 

Mr.  Peckham  enjoys  a  large  corporation  practice,  having  had  special 
experience  in  cases  involving  questions  of  marine  insurance.  He  has 
also  been  leading  counsel  in  many  of  the  suits  of  first  importance 
against  the  New  York  Elevated  Railway  Company,  and  has  been 
uniformly  successful.  He  represented  Rutherford  Stuyvesant  in  a 
claim  for  damages  for  fifty-seven  houses  along  the  elevated  roads,  all 
being  tried  in  one  case.  The  recovery  of  S13.'),00()  for  the  American 
Banknote  Company  is  the  largest  recovery  on  a  single  building  in 
any  elevated  road  case.  He  was  successful  also  in  all  the  suits  in 
connection  with  the  Northampton  National  Bank  robbery,  the  largest 
robbery  in  the  history  of  the  country,  amounting  to  two  million 
dollars.  He  recovered  from  stock  brokers  and  others  who  had 
received  the  stolen  securities,  and  defended  the  suits  against  the  bank, 
several  of  these  cases  being  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  and  all  being  won  for  the  bank. 

AVhile  in  the  office  of  Joseph  H.  Choate,  Mr.  Peckham  assisted  the 
committee  of  seventy  in  its  camjiaign  against  the  Tweed  ring.  He  was 
for  six- years  a  colleague  of  Carl  Schurz  and  George  William  Curtis  on 
the  exectttive  committee  of  the  independent  national  committee  which 
managed  the  independent  element  in  the  Cleveland  campaign  of  1884 
and  since,  and  was  chairnum  of  the  similar  oi'ganization  for  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  in  1884.  He  became  later  the  member  from  Nevi'  Jersey 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  national  tariff  reform  league. 

Interested  in  the  work  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  situated 
at  Chapel  Ilill,  in  that  State,  Mr.  Peckham  has  established  the  "  Uni- 
versity Inn  "  at  that  place  for  the  convenience  of  college  men.     He  is 
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a  membei'  of  the  State  and  City  Bar  associations,  the  Lawyers',  Reform, 
Commonwealth,  and  New  York  Harvard  clubs,  and  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society.  He  is  the  author  of  several  volumes  of  poems,  one 
being  selections  from  pieces  written  during  college  days  and  published 
in  the  Harvard  Advocate. 


OWELL,  WILSON  MARCY  (born  in  Chatham,  New  York, 
December  7,  1834),  is  the  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Judith  Powell. 
He  was  educated  at  Union  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1859.     He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  in 

June,  1861,  since  which  time  he  has  continuoiisly  practiced  here,  and 

has  built  up  an  extensive  business. 


|RENTICE,  AUGUSTUS  (born  in  New  London  County,  Con- 
necticut, September  30,  1826),  is  the  son  of  Asa  Prentice  and 
Annie,  daughter  of  William  Browning,  of  North  Stonington, 
Connecticut.  The  founder  of  the  Prentice  family  came 
from  Essex  County,  England,  in  1631,  settling  in  Roxbury,  Massachu- 
setts, while  in  1700  the  branch  from  which  Mr.  Prentice  is  descended 
located  in  North  Stonington,  Connecticut.  His  ancestors  on  the 
mother's  side  were  also  among  the  earlier  settlers  of  New  England, 
his  great-grandfather  being  a  wholesale  merchant  and  extensive  real 
estate  owner  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  had  several  houses 
destroyed  at  the  time  the  English  bombarded  that  place  during  the 
Revolution. 

Until  about  ten  years  of  age  Mr.  Prentice  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  Montpelier,  Vermont,  where  his 
father  was  a  merchant.  His  father  retiring  to  a  farm  in  Tolland  County, 
Connecticut,  he  attended  the  public  school  there  for  a  short  time,  was 
sent  for  several  years  to  a  private  school,  and  for  three  or  four  years 
attended  Wilbraham  Academy,  at  AVilbraham,  Massachusetts,  prepar- 
ing for  college.  Forced  to  reside  in  Florida  for  two  years  on  account  of 
ill  health,  he  did  not  enter  college,  but  upon  his  return  to  the  North 
commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  Honorable  Thomas 
W.  Clerke,  of  New  York  City,  subsequently  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1851.  In  the  spring 
of  1852  he  commenced  practice  in  this  city.  His  practice  has  been 
chiefly  in  the  department  of  commercial  and  corporation  law,  attend- 
ing to  the  legal  business  of  a  large  number  of  business  men.  Various 
corporations  have  come  under  his  control  as  counsel,  among  them  the 
Artisan's  Bank,  which  he  took  charge  of  at  the  time  of  its  failure, 
closing  up  its  affairs,  the  St.  Louis  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  City  Railroad  Company,  which  he  formed 
by  consolidating  several  smaller  companies.    He  has  been  counsel  of 
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vai'ioiis  otiii'i-  ciiipdialiDiis.  Mr  li;is  iiiikIi'  .sin'ci'ssl'iil  iincsl  ineiits  in 
real  estate,  of  wliicli  he  is  ;i  \-av>^i-  nwncr,  holli  mi  Slalcii  island  aud  in 
New  Y()ri\  ('il\.  Wi-  was  I'iccird  incsidcnt  ol'  liu-  Hank  of  Staten 
Island  at  I  he  liiiii'  t<\'  its  organization,  and  still  holds  tliis  position. 

His  residfiici'  has  iiccn  at  New  Hriuhlon.  Staten  Island,  since  1858. 
At  that  linn-  Ihnr  wciv  \\n  inc(ir|i(iiali'd  villages  on  the  island. 
Believing  tlial  village  govciiinimt  was  desirable,  he  drew  np  a  charter 
for  New  Biightoii  in  ISC'),  callfd  a  meeting  and  had  it  approved  and  a 
coniinitt(»e  appoiiilcd  to  scciirc  its  passage  by  the  legislature.  As  a 
result  of  tlicst'  cxtM'tions  ili.'  village  of  New  F>iighton  was  organized 
under  this  chai'ter  in  tlie  spring  of  IStiC). 

In  .Iiine,  IS.")"),  he  was  Minnied  to  Catherine  A.,  (laughter  of  William 
Browning,  of  Gales  Feriy,  Comiecticiit.  Their  only  child,  Augustus 
Browning  I'reiitice,  was  liuin  .lanuary  'MK  ISCii!. 


KOVOST,  ANDREW  JACKSON  (born  in  New  York  City, 
Ajiiil  •_',  1s:Uk  is  the  son  of  David  Provost  and  Klizabeth 
lleiulrirksdii,  and  is  descended  IVinn  William  Provost,  born 
in  Paris,  France,  in  I. ■)4."i,  wlio  escaped  the  Snint  Bartholomew 
massacre  of  !.")7"J  and  tied  to  Holhmd,  wiiere  he  married  a  French 
Huguenot  lady.  The  lirst  American  ancestor,  David  Provost,  was  of 
the  tliird  generation  from  this  William.  Tie  came  to  New  Am.sterdam 
in  1(124,  was  commandant  of  Fort  (Jood  Hope,  and  held  many  civil 
offices  in  the  young  colony,  dying  in  It!;")?.  During  the  Revolution, 
five  sons,  all  the  males  of  the  family  of  Jonathan  Provost,  served  in 
the  patriot  cause  through  the  entire  war.  A  conspicuous  member  of 
the  family,  Samuel  Provost,  was  the  first  Protestant  Episcopal  bishop 
of  New  York,  and  i-ector  of  Trinity,  regent  of  the  University  of  New 
York,  and  chaplain  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Provost  was  educated  in  the  jiublic  schools  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  subsequently  attending  ^Villi.ston's  Seminary,  Easthamp- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1851.  He  began  his 
legal  studies  in  1852  with  C'ram  &  Cornell,  of  New  York  City,  con- 
tinuing with  them  until  185C,  the  last  two  years  having  charge  of  their 
office.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Newburgh  in  1855.  and  opened 
an  office  in  Brooklyn.  Since  ISSd  his  main  office  has  been  in  New 
York. 

His  career  has  been  a  busy  one.  He  was  mend)er  of  the  Assembly 
from  1S59  to  ISi!!,  a  member  of  the  Brooklyn  board  of  education  from 
1864  to  1868,  school  commissioner  of  Queens  County  from  187-1  to  1878, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  ]io]ice  judge  in  Queens  County  for  eight  years 
from  ISTO  to  1S78,  i)resident  of  the  board  of  education  of  the  fifth 
district  of  Elushing,  Long  Island,  for  five  years,  while  during  this  time 
always  conducting  a  large  civil  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Long 
Island   Historical    Society  and  of   the  Hanover  and  Amphion  social 
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clubs  of  Brooklyn.  From  1886  to  1895  he  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
sistory of  the  First  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church  of  Brooklyn.  In  June, 
1854,  he  was  married  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Judge  Obediah  Titus,  of 
Dutchess  County. 

Mr.  Provost  has  found  time  to  collate  and  publish  a  volume  entitled 
"  Prevost-Provoost-Provost  Family  Record,"  a  work  of  great  genea- 
logical research.  In  looking  up  the  family  records  he  found  the 
following  quaint  illustration  of  the  administration  of  law  in  the  early 
Dutch  colon}' : 

1,650 — complaint  about  a  Yawl.  David  Provost,  Dft.  Judgment  for  the  defen- 
dant, and  the  owner  of  the  boat  shall  row  David  Provost  across  the  river  and  back 
in  the  cold  weather  of  next  winter. 

He  also  found  a  record  showing  that  an  error  of  David  Provost, 
grandson  of  the  above  "  Defendant,"  who  carelessly  gave  a  note  for 
£4,000,  instead  of  £400,  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  this  country.     The  record  is  as  follows : 

May  11,  1711,  Gen.  Hunter  writes  the  Home  Government  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Court  of  Chancery  to  take  into  consideration  matters  for  which  there  is 
no  relief  at  common  law,  particularly  the  case  of  Mr.  Provost,  one  of  the  Council, 
who  has  for  some  time  been  a  close  prisoner,  having  unwarily  given  a  note  (which 
allowed  judgment  if  not  paid)  for  £4,000,  the  debt  being  evidently  not  over  £400. 

Soon  after  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  established,  and  Mr.  Provost 
was  restored  to  his  official  duties. 


RYOR,  ROGER  ATKIlSTSOiSr  (l)orn  in  Dinwiddle  County, 
Virginia,  in  1828),  derives  his  descent  from  an  old  Virginia 
family  closely  related  to  the  Blounts  and  Randolphs.  He 
was  graduated  from  Hampden-Sidney  College  at  the  head 
of  his  class  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  subsequently  receiving  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  laws,  and  attended  several  departments  of  the 
University  of  Virginia,  which  subsequently  appointed  him  one  of  her 
board  of  visitors.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  entered 
journalism,  and  was  editor  successively  of  the  Petersburg  Southside 
Democrat,  Washington  Union,  and  Richmond  Enquirer. 

He  was  appointed  on  a  special  diplomatic  mission  to  Greece  by 
President  Pierce  in  1855;  during  the  follo\ving  year  he  attracted  atten- 
tion through  his  opposition  to  the  scheme  of  William  L.  Yancey  for 
reviving  the  slave  trade,  and  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1857  and 
re-elected  in  1859.  He  remained  loyal  to  his  State  after  her  act  of 
secession,  was  a  member  of  the  first  regular  Confederate  congress,  and 
was  commissioned  colonel  and  a  little  later  brigadier-general  in  the 
Confederate  army.  Resigning  his  commission  as  an  officer  for  polit- 
ical reasons,  he  at  once  re-enlisted  as  a  private,  and  in  1864  was  cap- 
tured and  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York. 
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Ki'iiHiviim  to  lliis  city  :it'trr'  llic  wiir,  lie  li-yuii  the  study  of  hiw  ;it 
thirty-live  yeans  ol'  aj^e,  and  soon  liad  an  ini])ortant  prartice.  As  coun- 
sel forTilton  in  the  famous  Beecher  tiial,  he  attracted  attention  l>y  iiis 
arguments  in  tiic  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  hotii  of 
whicii  he  was  opposed  by  William  M.  Evarts.  He  was  counsel  in  the 
divorce  suit  of  Govei'uor  S])ra,<i;ue  of  Rhode  Island  and  in  the  various 
litiuations  resjjecting  the  Spraiiiie  estate,  aijjieared  in  many  inii)ortant 
elevated  railroad  cases,  represented  the  original  stockholders  in  a  suit 
asainst  the  New  York  &  New  England  Hailroad  Company  in  the 
Tniled  Statt>s  circuit  court,  and  defended  (Joveriior  Ames  of  Missis- 
sippi in  liic  iinpciiciinicnt   jiroceedings  by  the  legislature  of  that  State. 

lie  was  apjiointed  to  the  liench  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  by 
(Tovernor  Hill  in  ISDO,  and  elected  to  succeed  himself  in  the  fall  of 
that  year.  Hy  Hie  Constitution  of  181)4  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Su)n-eme  Couit,  .lanuary  1.  1896. 


ABE.  BUDOLPII  FREDERICK  (born  at  Ottendorf,  at  the 
mouth  of  tile  river  Elbe,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  August  4, 
1841),  is  the  eldest  son  of  Charles  L.  Rabe.  He  received  his 
eai-ly  education  at  the  collegiate  high  school  of  his  native 
city.  At  the  age  of  tii'teen,  having  a  desire  to  follow  a  seafaring  life, 
he  sailed  for  a  cruise  on  an  American  ship  ;  but  his  ardor  having  been 
somewhat  dampened  by  his  experience,  he  landed  in  New  York,  aban- 
doned the  sea,  and  entering  the  store  of  a  relative  in  this  city  con- 
tinued five  years  in  his  employ.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  in 
1864,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Conable  &  Elliott,  where  he  remained 
until  his  admission  to  the  bai-,  in  18(59,  at  the  same  time  attending  the 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1869. 

He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York  City,  in  1870 
forming  a  partnership  with  Edward  Browne,  who  in  1883,  after  his 
election  as  judge  of  the  City  Court,  retired  from  active  x'l'actice.  He 
was  then  joined  by  F.  W.  Keller,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rabe  & 
Keller.     His  practice  has  been  varied  and  successful. 

Altliough  devoted  to  his  profession,  he  has  always  taken  an  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  educational  matters.  He  was  for  a  time  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Ilndmn  Count ij  Journal  of  Hoboken,  and  was 
for  six  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Hoboken  Ger- 
man Academy.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  New 
Jersey  from  the  district  emliracing  the  city  of  Hoboken  as  an  inde- 
pendent Democrat  tor  the  year  1874,  and  re-elected  successively  for 
three  years.  At  the  beginning  of  his  last  term  (in  1877),  the  House 
being  politically  a  tie,  there  was  a  "dead-lock"  in  its  organization. 
After  balloting  for  several  days  in  an  unusually  exciting  struggle  for 
the  speakership,  Mr.  Rabe,  by  virtue  of  his  seniority  as  a  member  and 
his  acknowledged  ability  and  fairness,  was  elected  speaker,  which  posi- 
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tion  he  filled  with  signal  success.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  par- 
liamentary law,  his  prompt  and  impartial  rulings  and  uniformly 
courteous  bearing,  even  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  won  for 
him  the  regard  and  esteem  of  the  House,  irrespective  of  party.  In  the 
fall  of  1877  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for  Hudson  County  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  tilled  the  position,  as  he  had  that  of  member 
of  the  House,  mth  honor  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  con- 
stituents. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  Democratic  convention 
which  in  1876  nominated  Samuel  J.  Tilden  for  the  presidency. 

In  1887,  with  a  number  of  the  prominent  men  of  Hoboken,  he  organ- 
ized the  Second  National  Bank  of  Hoboken,  and  was  elected  president, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  term  as 
Senator,  in  1880,  while  not  losing  his  interest  in  good  government,  his 
increasing  legal  practice  and  duties  as  president  of  this  bank  have 
demanded  all  his  time. 

He  was  married  in  1866  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Lusby,  of 
New  York  City.  They  have  two  children.  Since  1869  Mr.  Rabe  has 
resided  in  Hoboken. 


AEGENER,  LOUIS  CHRISTIAN  (born  in  New  York  City, 
April  29,  1856),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Hermann  Raegener 
and  Dorothea  von  Ramdohr,  his  parents  coming  to  this 
country  in  1855.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  an  officer  in 
the  British  anny.  His  father,  pastor  of  Saint  Mark's  Lutheran  Church 
of  New  York  for  many  years  iintil  he  retired  from  the  ministry,  was 
the  son  of  a  clergyman.  Mr.  Raegener  attended  the  public  schools  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1876, 
receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  in  1878.  He  studied  law  with 
Coudert  Brothers,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  graduated  from  Colum- 
bia College  Law  School  in  1878.  The  same  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  together  with  Honorable  P.  Henry  Dugro,  now  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  foraied  the  firm  of  Dugro  &  Raegener.  Upon 
the  elevation  of  Judge  Dugro  to  the  bench  he  became  associated 
with  Paul  Goepel,  his  present  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Goepel 
&  Raegener.  This  firm  is  principally  engaged  in  patent,  trade-mark, 
and  copyright  litigation. 

Mr.  Raegener  is  counsel  to  the  Venezuelan  government  and  to  many 
important  corporations.  For  meritorious  services  rendered  the  Vene- 
zuelan government  recently  decorated  him  with  the  "  Busto  del  Liber- 
tador."  He  has  acted  as  referee  in  many  important  cases.  In  1883  he 
was  appointed  special  assistant  to  the  United  States  district  attorney, 
and  prosecuted  the  suit  of  the  United  States  m.  Gunning,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vacating  United  States  letters  patent  which  had  been  fraud- 
ulently obtained.  This  was  practically  the  first  suit  of  the  kind,  and 
was  subsequently  followed  in  the  Bell  Telephone  and  other  litigation 
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(18  Fed.  Rep.  511  and  22  Fed.  Rep.  65:5).  As  counsel  U>v  tin-  "  Bur  sen - 
verein,"  representing  the  entire  book  trade  of  Germany,  he  has  recently 
stTured  several  iinportniit  decisions  under  the  new  international  copy- 
right law  (see  Werckuicister  i\s.  Pierce  &  IJusiinell   Mi'g.  Co.,  (Y-i  Fed. 


Rep.  44.')).  The  case  of  Higgins  v-t.  Keuffel  (140  V.  S.  428)  is  a  leading 
case  affecting  registration  of  labels  which  he  argued  before  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court. 
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APALLO,  EDWARD  SUMNER  (born  in  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, September  IS,  1853),  is  the  son  of  the  late  Honorable 
Charles  A.  Rapallo.  He  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  pri- 
vate schools  of  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from  Columbia 


College  in  1874,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts. 
He  was  a  memberof  the  Columbia  University  crew,  rowing  in  the  inter- 
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(•(illcuialc  boat  I'acc  w  liicli  I licy  won  al  Saral<),i;a  in  IS74.  After  gradu- 
atiii^-  t'roin  collci;!'  he  ciilcicd  Mic  law  (iflice  of  Steplu'ii  P.  \iisli,  aii<l 
siibseiiiu'iitly  the  ofiiccof  Aaron  .1.  \'aii(l('ii)oe], at  the  same  time  attend- 
ing the  C!oliinil)ia  (College  Law  Sdiool,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
New  York  VUy  in  IS7C>. 

He  at  onee  coniincnci'd  jiracticc  in  liiis  city.  He  ha.s  acted  as 
one  of  the  counsel  of  the  Dehiwaie  &  Hudson  Canal  Company  for  a 
numhei'  of  years,  and  was  counsel  for  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  Com- 
])any  in  its  ])rolonged  litigations  over  its  ])referre(l  stock.  Later,  with 
Jnlien  T.  Davies,  he  foi'tned  the  tirm  of  Davies  &  Rapallo.  This  firm 
were  attorneys  for  I  he  Manliattan  Elevated  Railway  Company  foi' a 
number  of  years. 

One  of  Mr.  Rapallo's  interesting  cases  (I'ronly  r.v.  Michigan  South- 
ern, involving  the  question,  then  new,  whether  statutory  change  of 
rate  of  inter(>st  affected  I'ate  of  intei'est  on  judgment)  gained  the  novel 
distinction  of  being  argued  four  times  in  succession  in  the  Coui't  of 
Appeals,  by  order  of  the  court,  without  a  decision.  Upon  appeal  to 
the  United  States  Supreme  Coui't  it  was  argued  twice  by  order  of  the 
court.  Finally  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  United  States  Supreme 
Court  agreed  and  i  lie  decisions  of  the  State  courts  were  reversed,  sus- 
taining Mr.  Hajiallo's  contention. 

lie  is  a  membei'  of  the  Century,  University,  University  Athletic,  and 
Demociatic  clubs,  the  State  and  City  Bar  associations, and  the  Holland 
Lodge. 


KDINCTON,  LYMAN  WILLLVi^lS  (born  in  AVaddington, 
St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York,  March  14,  1849),  is  the 
son  of  Honorable  George  Redingtou  and  Loraine  Williams 
Sheklon,  and  is  lineally  descended  from  John  Redington, 
who  located  at  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  about  1640.  One  of  his  ances- 
tors was  killed  in  the  French  and  Hidian  Wnv,  while  his  grandfather, 
Jacob  Redington,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  member  in  1794 
of  the  first  common  council  of  Yei'gennes,  the  first  city  government  in 
Vermont.  His  father  was  a  prominent  lawyer,  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  for  several  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,  and  at  the  same  time  a  large  lumber  manufac- 
turer and  one  of  the  projectors  and  a  director  of  the  Northern  Rail- 
road from  Ogdensburg  to  Rouse's  Point.  On  his  mother's  side  he 
is  descended  from  Captain  Amasa  Sheldon  of  the  Revolution,  and 
from  Samuel  Bass,  who.se  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  famous  John 
Alden. 

Mr.  Redington  was  educated  in  the  ^Yaddington  public  schools,  at 
the  seminary  at  Castleton,  \"ermont,  prepared  for  college  at  Williston's 
Seminary,  in  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  and  although  entering  Y^ale 
College,  was  obliged  to  leave  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  cm  account  of 
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the  failure  of  his  eyes.  He  subsequently  attended  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege Law  School  for  one  year,  and  afterward  spent  two  years  in  the 
law  oiBce  of  United  States  Senator  Matthew  H.  Carpenter,  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  being  admitted  to  the  Wisconsin  bar  May  3,  1871. 
After  a  year  spent  in  travel  in  Europe,  he  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
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Rutland,  Vermont,  and  while  enjoying  a  successful  practice  became 
also  prominent  in  politics. 

In  1876,  in  a  Republican  district,  he  was  the  unsuccessful  Democi'atic 
candidate  for  the  legislature,  but  two  years  later  was  elected.  In  1880 
he  was  delegate-at-large  to  the  national  Democratic  convention  at  Cin- 
cinnati.   He  became  the  Democratic  leader  in  his  section  of  the  State, 
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\v;is  I  he  1  )ciii(ici':il  ii'  cniKliilatr  for  ( 'uiiLiit  ss  in   I  ^s-j.  mid  siiiiic  vrai'  was 

(•li;iinn;in   nf  tlic    Di'innciiil  ic   St;iti iM'tilion.      In    l^si    lie  was  the 

Denmcnitit'  candidiili'  lor  liovcinoi' of  \  i-iinonl,  wliilc  March  17,  1884, 
he  was  fU'ctcd  niuiiici]ial  jtidp"  for  I{iitland,  and  was  also  prosecut- 
ing attorney  and  (■(iriKnatinn  coiinsrl  for  that  city. 

In  1SS4  hi'  was  ctniiloyt'd  liy  the  national  committee  and  by  thi'  New 
York  and  Ni'w  .Icrscy  State  conimitlces  to  make  political  speeclies. 
In  isss  lir  ilid  sci\  ice  on  the  slump  for  the  New  York  State  commit- 
tee fioin  tlic  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  campaign,  and  has 
performed  lik<'  servico  in  every  camiiaiiiii  since. 

Hy  ai)i)oinIment  of  I'lvsidcnt  Clrvcjand  lie  Ix'caine  ])Ostmaster  of 
Rutland  in  IHSo,  and  iield  tiiat  ollicf  nidi!  1889,  when  he  resigned  and 
moved  to  New  Yoik  City,  and  lias  successfully  practiced  law  here  to 
the  present  time,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  Kane  Lodge  and  Coeur  de  Lion  Com- 
mandery.  Tie  has  been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Tammany 
Hall  genend  conuuitlee.  and  is  a  member  of  the  Sagamore  and  Harlem 
clubs.  In  is'.tt  he  was  the  'ramtnany  candidate  for  the  Assembly  from 
the  twentv-sevcnih  dislrict.  and  in  IS'.Ki  from  the  thirty-fourth  district. 


KYNOLDS,  CJEOl^GE  GREENWOOD  (born  February  7, 
l!S-'l,  in  Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  New  York),  is  the  son 
of  George  Reynolds  and  Abigail  Pennoyer.  He  prepared 
i'oi'  college  at  Amenia  Seminary,  and  entering  Wesleyan 
University  at  Midtlletowu,  Connecticut,  was  graduated  in  1841.  In 
1844  he  received  the  degree  of  master  of  arts  and  in  1871  that  of  doc- 
tor of  laws. 

His  legal  studies  were  pursued  in  the  law  office  of  Street  &  "Wil- 
kinson, at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  subsequently  with  Hon- 
orable John  Dykeman  in  Brooklyn.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Rochester  in  October,  1844,  and  first  commenced  practice  in  Brooklyn, 
but  at  the  expiration  of  a  year  removed  to  Ulster  County,  and  subse- 
quently to  Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  County,  where  he  remained  until 
1854.  He  retui'ued  to  Brooklyn  in  the  latter  year,  and  has  from  that 
time  been  identified  with  the  Brooklyn  bar,  standing  in  the  front  rank 
of  his  profession. 

He  has  apjteared  in  many  prominent  cases,  the  most  recent  one  which 
is  of  great  ]iui)lic  interest  being  that  of  Brooklyn  against  the  Long- 
Island  Water  Works  to  acquire  title  to  the  same.  He  also  served  two 
terms  as  judge  of  the  i:ity  Court  from  18(51  to  1867  and  from  1873  to 
1887.  He  was  distinguished  upon  the  bench  for  liis  able  decisions,  ex- 
hibiting the  i)Ossession  in  a  remarkable  degree  of  the  legal  acumen  and 
judicial  temperament  lequired  in  the  jurist.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Wesleyan  University  from  1887  to  the  present 
time,  was  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed  by  Governor  Hill  to 
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revise  the  judiciary  article  of  the  Constitution  in  1890,  and  a  member 
of  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  its 
sessions  in  1872, 1876, 1880,  and  1884.     He  has  written  articles  quite  fre- 


quently for  prominent  magazines  and  a  number  of  papers  on  legal 
subjects  for  "The  New  People's  Cyclopsedia." 
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IKKK,  SAMUEL  (hoiii  in  Ncwtdwii,  Queens  County,  New 
York.  A])ril  Id,  1S;^2),  its  tlie  son  ol'  John  L.  Rikcr  and 
ijiivinia  Smith.  His  fatlier  was  lineally  de.scended  in  the 
I'ouith  generation  from  Abraham  Rycken,  a  native  of  Holland 
who  emiiiiatcd  to  New  Amsterdam  in  1G88.  Tlis  mother's  ancestors 
came  from  Krtiiland.  Mr.  Hiker  received  a  common  school  education, 
which  he  sui)i)lemented  by  extensive  reading,  especially  in  liistory  and 
poetry.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  J.  H.  tV  H.  L.  Rikei-,  of  this  city, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  May,  1853.  He  practiced 
liis  profession  in  this  city  continuously  until  .hinuary  1,  1893,  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years,  when  he  retired  from  business. 

He  enjoys  a  high  standing  among  members  of  the  New  York  bar. 
He  devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  the  law  of  real  proi)erty,  the 
investigation  of  titles  to  land  and  the  drawing  of  wills,  marriage  settle- 
ments and  trust  deeds.  In  this  dejiartment  of  law  he  has  no  superior, 
and  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  give  opinions  on  the  meaning  and 
construction  of  such  instruments.  He  rarely  appeared  in  court, 
except  in  cases  involving  the  title  to  real  property,  the  co]i.struction 
of  trust  deeds  and  wills,  or  the  settlement  and  distribution  of  estates, 
bnt  was  largely  engaged  in  advising  executors  and  trustees,  and  in 
the  settlement  of  estates  in  the  Surrogate's  Court.  He  has  j^erfected 
many  questionable  titles  either  by  taking  judicial  proceedings  or  pro- 
curing legislative  action,  as  the  case  required. 

He  acted  as  attorney  and  counsel  of  the  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor  for 
upward  of  thirty  years,  preparing  all  instruments  relating  to  their 
large  landed  estate  in  the  city  of  New  Y'ork  and  on  Staten  Island. 
He  acted  as  executor  of  the  wills  of  Sarah  Burr  and  her  sisters,  and  in 
that  capacity  distributed  several  millions  of  dollars  among  a  large 
number  of  charitable  institutions  in  New  York  City.  Among  his 
clients  were  a  large  number  of  wealthy  and  prominent  citizens  of  New 
York. 

The  fannly  to  which  Mr.  Riker  belongs  is  notable  in  view  of  its 
many  members  who  have  been  lawyers.  His  uncle,  Richard  Riker, 
was  for  ten  years  district  attorney  and  for  twenty  years  recorder  of 
New  Y'ork.  His  father  was  also  a  lawyer,  as  were  his  cousins,  D. 
Phoenix  Riker  and  John  H.  Riker,  and  his  brother,  Henry  L.  Riker. 
All  occupied  an  honorable  position  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Riker  is  domestic  in  his  habits,  of  a  retiring  disposition,  fond  of 
books,  familiar  with  general  literature,  cultivated  in  his  tastes,  and 
has  devoted  much  time  to  foreign  travel.  Quiet  and  unobtrusive  as 
has  been  his  career,  he  has  yet  reached  the  front  rank  among  the 
lawyers  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  this  branch  of  the  profession. 
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ITCH,  THOMAS  GARDINER  (born  in  North  Salem,  New 
York,  September  18,  1833),  is  the  son  of  Wells  R.  Ritch  and 
Sarah  A.  Barnnm.  His  father  was  a  merchant  in  New  York 
City,  and    subsequently  resided  in  Stamford,  Connecticut, 


whe"e  he  was  connected  as  president  or  director  with  various  financial 
institutions. 
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Afr.  TJitcli  \v;is  t-diKMifd  in  tlic  ]ii'ivatp  snhools  of  Stamford,  and  in 
[8^A  was  ^radualcd  I'loiii  Vale  Collcuc,  sMhscciiicntly  rccciviiif,'  liic  de- 
gree of  master  of  arts.  Ilf  altciidril  iIh-  Ihw  scliool  connected  with 
Yale  Collf'i:-!'  and  also  slndifd  in  the  ollici'  of  ilonoiahlt'  .lann's  M. 
Wliitin^-,  of  Acw  York  City,  hcini;-  adTnitlcd  lo  llii'  hai'  in  New  Vorls. 
City  in  IHf)?.  He  has  (•(inliiiiKnisI y  pradicrd  in  New  York  City  since 
thatdatf.  Hi'  lias  been  in  iiartucrshiii  with  Stewart  L.  Woodford  since 
ls:)S  ;ind  with  William  II.  Arnoux  since  Isyii,  havinti' been  a  ineniher 
of  the  linn  (if  .\rn(in\.  Kilch  \'  Wondford  from  l,s7o  until  its  dissolu- 
lion  li\  the  retirenuMit  of  Mr.  William  II.  Ainonx.  January  I,  IHDCi. 
The  present  lirm  style  is  Hitch,  Woodford,  JJoree  &  Wallace. 


lOHKirrSOA,  WILLIA.M  II.  (horn  in  Jiedford,  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  October  10,  1823),  is  the  son  of  Henry 
Robertson  and  Huldah  P^inton,  his  ancestors  beini;-  of  Scotch 
oriiiin  and  anions  the  (>arly  settlers  of  Fairlield  County,  C<ni- 
necticut.  John  lloliertson  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of  Cireenwich 
in  1(5(57.  William  Robertson  removed  from  that  town  to  ]5edford  in 
1744,  buying-  a  farm,  which  is  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  fanuly. 
The  father  of  ■Indue  Robert-son  (n;randson  of  this  William)  was  for 
fifteen  yeai's  snpervisor  of  Bedford,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  on 
the  place  where  he  was  born  and  in  the  hous(>  in  which  he  had  lived 
for  over  three  quarters  of  a  centur_\ . 

Judge  Robertson  was  educated  at  the  district  schools  and  at  Union 
Academy  in  Bedford.  He  lauuht  school  foi'  a  few  years,  then  entered 
the  law  otiice  of  Robert  S.  Hart,  of  Bedford,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bai'  in  1S47.  in  iS.")4  he  formed  a  partnersliip  with  Odle  Close  in 
^Vhite  Plains,  under  the  firm  name  of  (lose  <t  Robertson,  a  connection 
which  continued  until  the  (hi-atii  of  Mi'.  Close  in  1895. 

Judge  Robertson  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Harrison  campaign 
of  1840.  In  184.-)  he  was  elected  town  su]>eiintendent  of  scliools,  hold- 
ing the  ]>osition  several  years.  He  was  four  times  elected  supervisor 
of  Bedford  and  twice  chairman  of  the  board  of  snpervisors.  In  1848, 
and  again  the  following  year,  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  In 
18i)3  he  was  returned  to  the  State  Senate  and  at  once  took  a  prcmiinent 
position.  Among  other  public  acts,  he  introduced  the  bill  for  e.stab- 
lishing  the  department  of  public  instruction,  which  has  proved  one  of 
the  most  impoitant  measures  in  the  educational  history  of  the  State. 
In  185.')  he  was  elected  county  judge  of  Westchester,  and  was  twice 
re-elected,  making  a  continuotis  service  of  twelve  years.  He  served  six 
years  as  in.spector  of  the  Seventh  Brigade,  State  militia,  was  chairman 
of  the  military  committee  appointed  by  Governor  Morgan  in  lSiV2  to 
raise  and  organize  State  troops  in  the  eighth  Senate  district,  and  was 
commissioned  to  snperintend  the  draft  in  Westchester  Connty.  As  a 
nieml)er  of  the  electoral  college  he  voted  for  Abiaham  Lincoln  in  18iH), 
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and  supported  Mm  again  in  1864.  In  1866  lie  was  elected  to  the  for- 
tieth Congress,  voted  for  the  impeachment  of  President  Johnson,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  legislation  which  led  to  the  restoration  of 
the  Southern  States  to  the  Union.  In  1872  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  commencing  a  term  of  service  which  continued  without 
interruption  for  ten  years,  the  last  eight  of  which  he  was  president 
pro  tern,  of  that  body.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  committees  on 
commerce  and  navigation,  rules,  literature,  and  judiciary.  He  was 
head  of  the  judiciary  committee  for  eight  years. 

During  his  Senatorial  service  he  participated  in  the  trials  of  Judges 
Barnard,  McCunn,  Cartis,  and  Prindle,  superintendent  De  Witt  C. 
Ellis,  of  the  bank  department,  and  superintendent  John  F.  Smythe,  of 
the  insurance  department.  In  the  excitement  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tion in  1876,  he  was  one  of  three  gentlemen  from  New  York  selected 
by  the  president  to  visit  Florida  and  supervise  the  coiinting  of  the 
votes.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  com- 
mittee. In  June,  1880,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  Republican 
convention  at  Chicago.  His  repudiation  of  the  imit  rule  and  declara- 
tion for  Blaine,  followed  by  his  leadership  and  organizing  ability  at 
the  convention,  concededly  defeated  the  '•  third  term  movement "  for 
Grant. 

In  18S1  his  nomination  by  President  Gai'field  for  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York  was  bitterly  opposed  by  the  Senators  from  this 
State,  who  demanded  the  withdrawal  of  his  nomination.  The  contest 
resulted  in  the  resignation  of  the  Senators  and  the  confirmation  of 
Judge  Robertson  as  collector. 

Judge  Robertson  is  of  literary  tastes  and  studious  habits.  The 
degree  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred  on  him  by  Williams  College 
in  1876.  In  1865  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Honorable 
Horatio  Ballard,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Cortland  County, 
New  York.     Since  1869  he  has  resided  at  Katonah. 


]OLLINS,  DANIEL  G.  (born  at  Great  Falls,  New  Hampshire, 
October  18,  1 842),  is  the  son  of  Honorable  Daniel  G.  Rollins, 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate  of  Strafford  County,  New 
Hampshire,  his  mother  being  the  daughter  of  Captain 
Simon  Jackson,  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  and  granddaughter  of 
General  Michael  Jackson  of  the  Revolution.  The  first  American  an- 
cestor of  the  Rollins  family,  James  Rollins,  of  Devonshire,  England, 
came  to  Newington,  near  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  in  1637  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Piscataqua  River.  This  prop- 
erty has  remained  in  the  j)ossession  of  his  descendants  for  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  Mr.  Rollins'  great-grandfather.  Honor- 
able Ichabod  RoUins,  was  New  Hampshire's  first  probate  judge  and 
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llic  llrst  I  It 'legate  to  represent  the  town  in  (hr  |irij\  inci;il  Conj^ess  in 
177J. 

Mr.  liollins  receivtal  an  acadcniic  tniinin.u  at  Hanover,  New  llainp- 
shire,  and  in  ISCO,  at  tlie  age  of  eighteen,  was  graduated  from  Dart- 
nioutli  College  as  salutatorian.  Ininiediately  after  graduation  he 
])egan  the  study  of  law  in  his  native  town  with  the  hrin  of  Jordan  & 
l\ollins,  and  latei-  si)ent  a  year  in  tlie  Harvard  Law  School.  He  was 
admitted  to  tlie  liar  and  in  1S63  settled  in  Portland,  Maine,  j)ractidng 
thei'e  until  IStii'i,  mid  seiving  for  a  year  as  assistant  assessor  of  intei'nal 
revenue. 

Removing  to  New  York  City,  he  became  assistant  United  States 
attorney  under  Dickinson,  Courtney,  and  Pi<>rre])ont  from  ISfiO  to  1869. 
lietiiing  from  puMic  duties  for  a  time  he  contined  himself  entirely 
to  private  practice  until  18";?,  when  District  Attorney  Benjamin  K. 
Phelps  apjiointed  liim  his  first  assistant,  a  post  he  occupied  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Phelps,  when  (Governor  (Cornell  appointed  him  Mr.  Phelps' 
successor.  A  year  later  he  was  elected  surrogate  by  a  majority  of  lo,00(). 
This  oflice  he  held  until  1887,  when  he  was  nominated  foi'  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  first  judicial  district,  and,  although  defeated, 
ran  15,000  aliead  of  the  ticket.  In  January,  1888,  Mr.  Rollins  became 
a  partuei' of  ,I;iiues  C.  Carter,  under  the  firm  name  of  Carter,  Rollins 
A:  Ledyard.     A  year  later  he  opened  an  office  by  himself. 

The  business  done  by  Surrogate  Rollins  during  his  term  of  six  years 
presents  an  exceptional  record.  He  heard  32,1  l."i  nu)tions,  made  2,726 
written  decisions,  signed  and  settled  28,037  miscellaneous  orders  and 
decrees,  made  5,405  decrees  in  settlement  of  accounts,  and  6,998  decrees 
atlnutting  wills.  Some  505  foreign  wills  were  filed,  there  were  384  con- 
tested wills,  50  wills  were  rejected,  and  there  were  issued  7,000  letters 
testamentary,  881  ancillary  letters  testamentary  and  letters  of  admin- 
istration, and  5,847  decrees  of  guardianship.  Referring  to  the  work  of 
his  office,  the  New  York  Tribune  said  : 

During  Mr.  Rollins'  term  as  surrogate  more  decisions  were  made  in  one  year  than 
by  all  the  other  surrogates  in  the  State  together,  and  as  many,  on  an  average,  as  are 

written  by  'lie  Court  of  Appeals Since  Surrogate  Bradford's  day.  forty  years 

ago,  no  man  sitting  on  the  bench  has  laid  down  and  established  such  a  volume  of 
surrogate's  law  as  he,  and  certainly  no  one  has  had  cases  of  greater  importance  to 
decide. 

Notable  among  the  will  contests  decided  1)\-  him  were  the  Jesse 
Hoyt  case,  the  Louis  C.  Hammersly  case,  the  James  Stokes  case,  and  the 
Payne  and  Darling  cases.  Each  of  these  cases  involved  the  disposition 
of  large  fortunes,  were  argued  at  great  length,  and  decided  in  written 
opinions  wdiich  were  regarded  as  models  of  judicial  reasoning. 

Mr.  Rollins  was  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Dartmouth 
from  1S80  to  1884,  and  in  1885  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws 
from  that  institution.  He  was  president  of  the  special  commission  for 
the  revision  of  the  excise  laws  in  1888,  member  of  the  State  commission 
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for  the  revision  of  the  Constitution  in  1890,  and  president  of  the  New 
England  Society  from  1892  to  1893.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
League,  University,  Century,  Downtown,  State,  City,  and  Lawyers' 
clubs. 

OOT,  ELIHU  (born  in  Clinton,  Oneida  County,  New  York, 
February  15,  1845),  is  descended  from  an  old  New  England 
family.  His  father,  Oren  Root,  was  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics in  Hamilton  College  for  thirty-six  years,  from  1849  to 
ISSo.  Elihu  Root  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  1864.  He 
studied  law  at  Hamilton  College  and  the  University  Law  School. 

He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York  City  in  1867,  and  in  a  few 
years  became  prominent  both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  leader  of  the  reform 
element  of  the  Republican  party.  He  rapidly  acquired  a  large  corj)ora- 
tion  practice,  and  has  been  counsel  in  many  famous  litigations.  Few 
lawyers  have  made  a  more  remarkable  record  in  winning  the  majority 
of  cases  undertaken.  In  the  famous  Stewart  will  case  he  was  leading 
counsel  for  Judge  Hilton,  and  he  defended  the  suit  of  Branagh  vs. 
Smith,  disposing  of  the  claim  of  the  alleged  Irish  heirs  against  the 
Stewart  estate.  He  was  leading  counsel  in  the  Hoyt  will  case,  as  also 
in  the  Fayerweather  contest.  He  also  appeared  in  the  Broadway 
surface  railroad  litigation,  the  Sugar  Trust  contest,  the  suit  (growing 
out  of  the  Bedell  forgeries)  of  Shipman,  Barlow,  Laroque,  and  Choate 
■vs.  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  defended  the  proceed- 
ings before  Mayor  Grant  for  the  removal  of  dock  commissioners 
Matthews  and  Post.  In  the  aqueduct  litigation  (O'Brien  »*.  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  New  York),  as  counsel  for  the  city,  he  won  against  the 
opposing  counsel,  Joseph  H.  Choate,  saving  to  the  city  several  millions 
of  dollars.  He  successfully  resisted  the  removal  of  Charles  A.  Dana 
to  Washington  under  indictment  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  pub- 
lication of  a  libel  in  the  New  York  Sun.  In  one  of  the  most  sensa- 
tional cases  of  recent  times  he  defended  Robert  Ray  Hamilton  from  the 
machinations  of  the  notorious  Eva  Mann. 

In  1879  he  polled  a  large  vote  as  Republican  candidate  for  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  From  1883  to  1885,  by  appointment  of 
President  Arthur,  he  served  with  distinction  as  United  States  district 
attorney  for  the-southern  district  of  New  York,  and  tried  and  convicted 
James  D.  Fish,  president  of  the  Marine  Bank,  for  criminal  acts  con- 
nected with  the  Grant  and  Ward  frauds.  - 

He  resigned-with  the  advent  of  a  Democratic  administration.  For 
many  years  he  rej)resented  the  twenty-first  Assembly  district  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Republican  county  committee  of  New 
Y^'ork,  and  in  1886  was  chairman  of  the  county  committee.  In  1893-94 
lie  was  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  committee  of  thirty  in 
organizing  the  revolt  against  machine  methods  in  the  Republican 
party  of  New  York  County.     He  was  also  one  of  the  delegates-at-large 


^:^^^ 


IIISTOIIV    (IK     IIIK    liKNCII     AM>    HAK    <>\'    N'KW     V<ii;K  H23 

to  the  coiisfiiiiiicni:il  cuiim'iiI  ion  of  Is'.M.iiiid  w  liili- ,lnsi'|  j|i  ll.Choate 
ofliciated  as  iircsidctit,  Mr.  IJoot  \mis  cliairrii.'iii  of  iIh'  jiidiciaiy  coiii- 
inittee  and  lca<l<'r  on  tlw  Moor  of  tin'  IJciiiiltliraii  niajoi  il\ . 

Mr.  Root's  le^'al  iirnnicc  is  cliaiaclni/rd  li_v  cxliaiistivc  wmk  in  tlie 
preparation  ol"  liis  cases,  and  a  keen  intellect nality  which  pern'tiates  to 
the  marrow  of  Ihinas.  He  is  also  a  ready  sjieaker,  but  with  the  same 
characteristic  of  inielleciuality  apjieals  wiih  foici-fn!  loiiic  to  the  un- 
derstand in^-,  I'ather  than  meicly  to  the  more  ephemei'al  emotions.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  jiowcrful  political  sjieakers  in  the  Repnblican  party 
and  is  active  in  all  eam])aigns.  Especially  n()tal)le  was  the  analj'sis 
and  exjiosure  of  mnnicipal  corrnijtion  in  his  famous  address  at  Cooper 
Union  duriiii;-  the  ])residential  campaiiiiiof  isni'.  I'receding  the  I'ark- 
hnrst  agitation,  tliis  arraignment  astonislied  all  by  the  boldness  of  the 
assault ;  while  its  antici])ati()n  of  the  Lexow  exposui'es  seems  now 
almost  ])r()phetic,  and  exhibits  the  keenest  ])enetration  on  the  part  of 
its  author. 

Mr.  Root  is  president  of  the  New  England  Society,  vice-president  of 
the  Union  Letigue  Club,  at  its  election  in  January,  1895,  was  made 
president  of  the  Republican  Club  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Cenliiiy.  .Metiopolitan,  I'niveisity,  and  Playeis'  clubs. 


USSELL,  HORACE  (born  in  I'.omliay,  h'lardvlin  County,  New 
York,  . I  line  19,  1848),  is  the  son  of  Charles  Russell  and 
Hannah  Wiight,  and  is  descended  from  eai'ly  Puritan  stock. 
He  was  ]irepare(l  for  college  at  Franklin  Academy,  Malone, 
New  York,  and  Kimball  Union  Academy,  Meriden,  New  Hampshire, 
and  entered  Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  18(5.5. 
In  1892  he  received  the  degree  of  tloctor  of  laws. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Honorable  William  C.  Brown,  of 
Ogdensburg,  New  York,  attended  the  law  school  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
New  York,  in  Octobei',  1800.  He  practiced  law  in  Ogdensburg  until 
March,  1809,  when  he  removed  to  New^  York  City,  where  he  has  prac- 
ticed continuously  since  when  not  holding  public  office.  He  was 
assistant  district  attorney  tVom  1871}  to  1880,  judge  advocate  general  of 
the  State  of  New  Y'ork  from  1879  to  188'i,  and  a  justice  of  the  Superior 
Court  from  1880  to  188:5. 

He  has  appeared  in  many  famous  cases.  One  of  these  was  the  prose- 
cution of  E.  D.  Stokes  for  the  murder  of  James  Fisk.  Another  was  the 
trial  of  Sheriff  James  A.  Flack,  under  indictment  for  malfeasance  in 
office.  He  was  also  coun,sel  for  the  defense  in  the  celebrated  litigations 
contesting  the  will  of  the  late  A.  T.  Stewart.  He  was  receiver  of  the 
West  Shore  Railroad  in  ISSl  and  ISS."),  and  has  conducted  a  large 
business  in  connectitiu  with  corporation  practice. 
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]COTT,  RUFUS  LEONARD  (born  in  Lanesborough,  Massachu- 
setts, March  31,  1835),  is  the  son  of  Leonard  Scott  and  Fanny 
Dickinson,  and  is  lineally  descended  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  "William  Scott,  who  settled  in  Hadley,  Massachusetts, 
in  1668,  and  through  his  mother  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Na- 
thaniel Dickinson,  who  was  settled  at  Hadlev  in  1659. 


Mr.  Scott  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Lanesborough,  at 
the  East  AVilliston  (Massachusetts)  Seminary,  the  Charlotteville  (Scho- 
harie County,  New  York)  Seminary,  and  the  University  Law  School  of 
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New  York  Cil y.  lie  iilso  simlird  l;iw  w  illi  llir  hilc  .Iiulfre  Neilsoii  ;iim1 
Attoriu'v-Gt'iit'ial  Levi  S.  Cluitlicld,  niul  \v;is  :i(liiiitli'(l  to  the  bar  in 
this  city  in  ISCI.  lie  at  once  entered  upon  the  luactice  of  law  in  JS'ew 
York,  and  was  presently  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  practice. 

For  two  years,  from  Is77  to  ISTit,  Mr.  Scott  was  collector  of  arrears 
of  taxes  in  Brooklyn  ;  in  is84  and  1SS5  was  alderman  of  Brooklyn, 
and  from  October,  l.ssfi,  to  May,  1889,  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
edncation  of  that  city,  lb'  lias  l)eeu  active  in  connection  with  the 
Brooklyn  elevated  roads,  and  in  the  movements  for  additional  bridge 
facilities  between  that  cily  and  New  York  and  for  the  consolidation 
of  the  two  ninniciiialities. 

ICHIBNKR,  JOHN  M  A  IISTON  (born  in  Middiebnigh.  Scho- 
harie County,  New  York,  October  4,  1839),  is  the  son  of 
Kevei'i'iid  John  M.  and  Ann  Eliza  Scribn(>r.  His  father  was 
the  author  of  several  matlieinatical  works,  and  was  piincipal 
of  yonni;-  ladies"  seminaries  at  Anlmrn  and  liocli ester,  New  York.  Mr. 
ScrilMier  was  jirepareil  for  collcuc  liy  fonr  years'  attendance  at  the 
Delaware  literaiy  institnle  of  FraidKlin,  Delaware  County,  New  York, 
and  entering  the  junior  class  of  Union  College  in  1857  was  graduated 
two  years  later,  lie  conimenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  San- 
ford  &  Dauforlh,  of  Middleburgh,  New  York.  Coming  to  New  York 
City,  in  November,  1860,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Honorable 
Hamilton  AV.  Bobinson  as  clerk  and  student,  and  in  May,  1801.  was 
adnutted  to  the  New  York  bar.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Bobinson  as  a 
clerk  nntil  September,  1803,  when  he  became  the  partner  of  his  employ- 
er, und(>r  the  firm  name  of  Bobinson  &  Scribner.  This  association  con- 
tinued until  Jidy,  ISTO,  when  ^Ir.  Bobinson  having  become  a  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  New  York  City  the  business  of  the 
firm,  including  all  of  (leorge  Law's  railroads  and  complications,  rested 
on  the  shoulders  of  i^fr.  Scribner.  Later,  in  January,  1870,  he  formed 
a  i>artneiship  with  E.  Bandolph  Bobinson,  thus  reviving  the  firm  name 
of  Bobinson  &  Scribner,  this  style  beconung  Bobinson,  Scribner  & 
Bright  with  th(>  admission  of  Osborn  E.  Bright  as  partner  in  1SS2. 
Mr.  Scribner  withdrew  from  this  hrm  to  resume  practice  on  his  own 
account  ]\lay  1,  lS',)i»,  and  has  continued  to  practice  alone  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

He  enjoys  an  extensive  practice,  in  the  course  of  which  he  has  repre- 
sented a  large  number  of  important  coi-porations  and  appeared  in  vari- 
ous interesting  cases.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  sole  counsel 
of  the  Broadway  and  Seventh  Avenue  Bailroad  Company,  and  during 
that  time  defended  or  prosecuted  all  the  litigations  of  that  corporation. 
For  more  than  thii'ty  years  he  performed  the  same  service  as  counsel 
of  the  Dry  Dt)ck,  East  Broadway  and  Battery  Bailroad  Company.  He 
is  also  counsel  of  the  Eighth  Avenue  Railroad  Company  and  of  the 
Ninth  Avenue  Bailroad  Coni]iany,  and  was  counsel  for  some  of  the 
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stage  lines  before  tliey  were  superseded  by  the  railroad  on  Broadway, 
and  for  several  years  was  one  of  tlie  counsel  in  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Scribner  is  a  Democrat  in  national  politics,  but  thoroughly  inde- 
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pendent.  He  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  public  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  JSTew  York  City,  and  of  the  Lawyers' 
and  University  clubs. 


iiis'i'oKY  oi'  ■I'lii:  iii:ncii   ami   r.Ai:  (U'   sv.w  V(ii;k 


327 


(TDDMIl,  TOWiS'SKNI)  (Ixnii  :il  Xortliport,  Ia^u-x  Islmul, 
.Inly  2i>,  ISt!,")),  \v;is  tliesiiii  <il'  'Inw  iisimkI  ScuddiT  and  Sarali 
M.  l^'rost.  Ancestors  on  1h (111  sides  of  Ihc  liiiiuly  settled  in 
America  before  the  Revolntion,  and  iou^lit  in  that  war.  His 
early  yontii,  I'ldin  IS7<)  to  188M,  was  siieiit  iai'gely  abroad  in  Kiau<-e, 
Switzerland.   (Jeiniany.   and    Jtaly.      He  stndied   law  witli    Winthrop 
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Parker,  and  was  graduated  from  Columbia  College  Law  School  in  1SS8. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn  in  February,  1SS9,  and  com- 
menced practice  in  New^  York  City,  where  he  has  since  continued. 
He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  successful  business,  and  has  appeared  in 
interesting  and  important  cases. 
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ECOR,  HORACE,  JUNIOR  (born  in  New  York  City,  Novem- 
ber IS,  1856),  is  the  son  of  Horace  Secor  and  Hannah  Fuller. 
His  grandfather  was  Levi  Secor.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
Ambrose  Sycor,  or  Sicard,  a  French  Huguenot  of  Rochelle, 

who  fled  from  France  and  came  to  New  Rochelle,  New  York,  in  1681. 

His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan  E.  Fuller,  a  descendant  of  the 
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Mayflower  branch  of  the  Fuller  family,  which  includes  in  its  lineage 
Chief  Justice  Fuller  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  ex-Governor  Fuller  of 
Vennont.     His  maternal  grandmother  was  a  Fay,  and  related  to  Chan- 
cellor Fay,  first  chancellor  of  Vermont. 
Mr.  Secor  received  his  preliminary  education  at  the  piiblic  schools 
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of  New  York  Cil.v  niid  under  jjiivjitc  tiitoi's,  hv'wj;  unuliiiitcd  from 
Coluinbia  Collc^v  Law  School  in  l^i:-.  Pursuin-'  liis  Ir-al  studies 
with  John  W.  Pirssoii,  Alvin  I'.nrI,  and  ex-Judge  Filhian.  lie  was.  in 
1877,  admitted  lo  liie  l)ai'  in  New  York,  wliere  lie  coniiuenced  and  has 
since  continiied  lo  piactiee.  He  is  senior  member  oi'  tlie  present  firm 
of  Secor  &  Page,  and  lias  had  a  wiih-  jiractice,  including  many  important 
cases,  scattered  throtigii  tiie  various  reports. 

He  was  married  in  isT'.i  to  .\imie  \'.,  daughter  of  (ieoige  W.  Bergen, 
of  the  old  wholesale  grocery  hrm  of  \alentine,  Bergen  &  Company, 
and  t'ornierh-  treasurer  of  (^>ueens  ( 'onnly,  New  York. 


^:^VAKD,  clarence  ARMSTRONa  (born  in  New  York 
City,  October  7,  182H\  is  the  nephew  of  tlie  well-known 
statesman,  the  late  William  H.  Seward,  in  wiiose  family  he 
was  l)rougiil  uji.  ids  parents  having  died  when  he  was  a 
child. 

He  is  de.scended  Ironi  an  ancient  and  honorable  English  family,  the 
name  SewariU  before  surnames  were  common  (according  to  Arthur), 
having  been  given  to  distinguish  the  admiral  whose  special  duty  it 
was  to  ward  off  or  keep  the  sea  in  the  vicinity  of  the  English  coast 
free  from  pirates.  As  was  frequently  the  case,  the  name  given  to  the 
individual  in  virtue  of  his  office  or  pursuit  became  the  family  surname, 
the  office  being  then  frequently  inherited  or  continued  long  in  the 
same  family.  In  this  case  the  name  was  compounded  of  the  two 
words  "  sea"  and  "ward,"  making  "  Seward,"  an  office  at  that  time  of 
importance,  the  island  of  Great  Britain  being  then  greatly  infested  by 
sea  marauders. 

Three  brothers  Seward  came  to  New  York.  One  settled  in  Ohio  and 
is  said  to  have  leveled  the  first  tree  on  the  site  of  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, another  settled  on  Long  Island,  a.nd  the  third  fixed  his  abode 
in  New  Jersey,  from  which  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was 
descended. 

Mr.  Clarence  A.  Seward  was  carefully  educated,  being  graduated  in 
1848  from  Hobart  College,  at  Geneva,  New  York.  He  studied  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1850,  and  passed  the  first  four  years  of  his 
professional  life  in  Auburn,  New  York,  the  residence  of  his  uncle.  In 
1854,  however,  he  came  to  New  York  City  and  associated  himself  with 
his  relative,  the  late  Honorable  Samuel  Blatchford  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  and  Burr  ^V.  Griswold,  under  the  firm  name  of  Blatch- 
ford, Seward  &  Griswold. 

He  first  came  into  prominence  in  connection  with  the  india-rubber 
cases  between  Day  and  Goodyear,  which  were  tlistinguished  by  the 
importance  of  the  questions  raised  and  the  magnitude  of  the  amounts 
involved.  He  was  engaged  as  one  of  the  associate  counsel  on  the  side 
of  Day,  although  in  the  changes  and  different  suits  to  which  it  gave 
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rise  he  appeared  toward  the  dose  of  the  litigation  as  a  leading  counsel 
on  behalf  of  Goodyear.  In  1S56,  two  years  after  he  came  to  New 
York,  one  printed  volnme  embraced  his  briefs  and  cases.  The  collec- 
tion now  contains  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  volumes,  Vol- 
ume CXXX.  containing  his  brief  and  argument  in  the  income  tax 
cases,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  counsel  who  successfully  argued  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  law. 

To  follow  such  a  career,  which  has  been  attended  by  all  that  profes- 
sional distinction  can  confer,  would  exceed  the  limits  usually  allotted 
to  a  biographical  sketch  of  this  description.  A  former  biographer'  has 
pointed  out  the  characteristics  by  which  he  was  distinguished,  such  as 
his  comprehensiveness,  concentration,  discrimination,  omitting  nothing 
that  is  essential  and  rejecting  everything  that  is  superfluous  or  the 
exact  point  of  bearing  of  which  is  not  obvious ;  the  readiness,  skill, 
and  conclusiveness  with  which  he  can  dispose  of  seeming  obstacles, 
the  astuteness,  the  ability  with  which  he  can  deduce  from  a  reported 
case  the  rule  or  principle  it  warrants  and  make  it  applicable  in  a  way 
previously  unthought  of,  and  finally  the  logical  and  convincing  way 
in  which  he  can  present  the  whole  case  that  he  is  arguing  to  the  court ; 
to  which  it  may  be  added  that  all  this  is  done  without  ascerbity  or 
anything  to  irritate  or  provoke  his  opponent,  but  with  that  bland 
courtesy  of  manner  which  is  as  smooth  as  it  is  incisive. 

The  wide  scope  of  his  professional  labors  has  been  indicated,  but 
it  may  serve  to  show  its  character  to  refer  to  the  Bank  of  England 
forgery  case,  the  Broadway  Railroad  investigating  committee,  and 
the  Lauderdale  peerage  case  in  the  House  of  Lords.  He  has  given 
much  attention  to  the  investigation  of  the  validity  of  patents,  in- 
volving most  intricate  questions,  scientific  and  otherwise,  while  a 
large  part  of  his  labors  have  been  devoted  to  what  are  generally 
known  as  express  cases,  connected  with  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise and  involving  widespread  litigation  and  intricate  questions. 
He  is  also  well  known  as  a  laAvyer  in  Europe.  He  has  been  heard  as 
an  authority  on  American  law  before  the  English  House  of  Lords,  for 
some  time  has  been  the  legal  adviser  and  representative  in  this  country 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  has  been  employed  professionally  in 
important  matters  in  France,  Switzerland,  and  Austria. 

While  accepting  public  office,  he  has  kept  within  the  limits  of  his 
profession,  or  yielded  only  when  it  seemed  an  imperative  duty.  He 
was  judge  advocate  general  of  the  State  of  New  York  under  governors 
King  and  Morgan,  and  after  the  attempted  assassination  of  his  uncle 
was  called  to  Washington  and  when  necessary  discharged  the  duties 
of  assistant  secretary  of  state.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  bench  whilst  his  party  was  in  power,  he 
was  prominently  named  to  fill  it,  but  he  gave  no  encouragement  to  the 
plan. 

'  The  late  James  T.  Brady. 


IIIsToKV    OF    TIIF.    ISKNTIl    AND    liAI!    OF    NFW    VOI.'K  'S'M 

lie    has    loIlLi,-    liriMI    |i|vsi(lrnt   of    I  III'    I  '  II  ioll  (  '  1 1 1 1 1.   Ihi'  (il'lrst    ;illi|    IllOSt 

(Icsirnhlc  social  cliil)  in  tlif  city  <)1'  ^'^'\^■  Vork.  In  liiosc  ticlds  into 
wiiicii  inany-siiicd  |irot'i'ssion:ii  men  nrc  (li'awn,  siicii  as  the  delivei-y  of 
])iililic  addivssi's  and  what  :ii)pei'taiiis  lo  lilcraliin'  or  general  ciilliiie, 
lie  lias  been  a  liberal  contributor.  His  colleiie  has  conferred  upon  him 
tlu' defiTcr  of  doctor  of  laws,  and  he  is  ]>re.si(h'nt  of  its  alumni  asso- 
fiation  and  also  iHvsidciii  of  llic  Al|ilia  1  >(dta  Phi  Society.  He  takes 
an  active  jiart  in  matters  of  a  municipal  (diaracter,  and  is  president  of 
the  Filth  Avenue  Protective  Association.  He  is  vice-president  of  the 
Adams  Kxpress  Coiiipaiiy.  Prom  its  formation  he  has  been  an  active 
and  inlliic'Hiial  member  of  the  Kepublican  party,  repre.senting  it  in 
State  and  national  conventions,  and  was  a  presidential  elector  in  the 
contest  resultinu-  in  the  election  of  (iai'field  and  Arthur.  He  is  a 
reg'ulai-  iiii'IiiIht  of  liic  l^iiiscopal  Clillirli. 


KWKLL.  HOBKRT  (born  in  Castlebar,  Ireland,  October  2, 
lS:^li,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Stnvell  of  Carlisle,  England,  a 
collector  (if  internal  ie\enue,  and  Isabella  Eleanor,  daughter 
ol  \\'i  Ilia  111  Hutler  Joyce,  captain  of  His  Majesty's  Fifth 
Dragoon  (Juards.  His  biothei-,  ITonorabh*  William  Joyce  Sewell,  of 
Camden,  New  Jerst'y,  has  long  represented  that  commonwealth  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

His  education  was  received  in  a  local  school  at  Ballina,  Ireland. 
He  also  took  a  cour.se  in  modern  language.s  at  Queens  College,  Belfast. 
Coming  to  this  country  in  1849,  he  studied  law  with  Henry  Brace, 
of  New  York  City,  and  was  adnntted  to  the  bar  in  Pouglikeepsie, 
New  York,  May  17.  18m. 

From  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  pi-esent  he  has  been  constantly 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  metropolis,  for  many 
years  as  jiartner  of  Honorable  James  Fi'anklin  Pierce,  now  superin- 
tendent of  the  insurance  department  of  the  State  of  New  Y'ork.  As 
an  insurance  lawyer  Mr.  Sewell  has  few  equals  and  no  superiors,  while 
he  has  also  distinguished  himself  in  the  province  of  numicipnl  and 
corporation  law.  He  is  successful  in  cross-examination  and  effective 
before  court  or  jury. 

The  cases  of  more  than  ordinary  ])ublic  interest  in  which  he  has  been 
retained  as  leading  counsel  inchuk^  Waterbury  r.s\  The  Merchants' 
Union,  Gilenny  r.s.  Stedwell,  People  /',9.  The  Security  Life,  Astor  vs. 
Arcade  Pailway,  \Villianis  r.v.  The  Western  Union  Telegra])h  Com- 
pany, Metrojiolitan  Railroad  i\s.  Manhattan,  Frothinghan  C6\  Broadway 
and  Seventh  Avenue  Railroad,  Roeber  vs.  The  Diamond  Match  Com- 
pany, the  Lasaak  will  case,  the  Traynor  will  case,  and  many  others. 

He  has  contributed  to  the  leading  magazines,  including  articles 
which  attracted  attention  on  "The  Status  of  the  American  Woman 
Married  Abroad  "  and  the  "  Income  Tax,  Is  it  Constitutional  ? "  pub- 
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lislied  in  the  American  Law  Mevieio.  He  was  for  many  years  counsel 
for  the  Stock  Exchange  and  is  counsel  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.     He  was  also  one  of  the  original 


Lyc-^!y-^^^^-t^^ 


founders  of  the  Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He 
served  in  Tarrytown,  New  York,  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  aide-de-camp 
to  Governor  Olden  of  New  Jersey,  detailed  to  take  charge  of  the  State 
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lios])itiils  rroiii  \s&2  Id  IsCil.  He  is  ;i  iiiciiiIxT  of  the  Century  Associa- 
tion, Ass()ci;iti()U  ol'  liic  Har  of  llif  City  oi"  New  York,  State  Bar 
Association,  Aiiiciican  I'ar  Association,  ol'  such  clul)s  as  the  I'nion 
{.I'lin'iii',  l/iwycrs',  Dowiitiiwn,  New  York  Yacht,  and  Princeton,  and  of 
thr  Society  nl'  tiic  Friendly  Sons  of  Saint  Patrick.  In  ISS.")  he  received 
the  dcftTee  of  master  of  arts  fioni  Princeton  roiieo-e. 

In  1861  Mr.  Sewell  was  married  to  Sarah  Van  Vorst,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  A'aii  A'orst  of  Van  Vorst,  New  Jersey,  eialith  in  lineal  de- 
scent from  Cornelius  \'an  X'orst  who  settled  in  New  Jersey  in  1030. 
He  has  two  sons,  Robert  Van  Vorst  Sewell,  an  artist  of  international 
I'epulation,  and  Cniiielins  \:in  \'orst  Sewell. 


EYMOrH,  JULIUS  IIUBBELL  fhorn  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 
October  :50,  IS.').')),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Kdmund  Seymour  and 
Susan  Kallierine  llubbell.  of  old  Puritan  stock,  both  lines 
beiiiii'  cliaiactei'istically  families  of  lawyers.  He  attended 
Phillips  Acatlemy,  Andover,  Ma.ssachusetts,  was  graduated  from 
AVilliams  College  in  1879,  studied  law  with  Honorable  Joseph  C.  Jack- 
son and  the  firm  of  ^Vfan  &  Parsons,  and  was  graduated  from  C*oluml)ia 
College  Law  School  in  1882,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar 
the  same  year.  He  enjoys  a  successful  practice  and  is  head  of  the 
lirni  of  Seymour  iV  Iloiikins. 


jlIAW,  DANIEL  McLEAN"  (born  at  Freehold,  Monmouth 
County,  New  Jersey,  March  23, 1839),  is  the  son  of  Honor- 
able Amos  Shaw  and  Caroline  English.  His  father  was  a 
])rosj)erous  farmer  and  associate  justice  of  the  county  court 
of  Monmouth.  Mv.  Siiaw  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  at  Free- 
hold Institute,  and  at  Princeton  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  b^CiO,  subsequently  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He  stud- 
ied law  in  the  offices  of  Scudder  &  Carter,  of  this  city,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1862.  From  that  time  until  the  present  he 
has  practiced  continuously  in  New  York  City,  and  enjoys  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.  He  is  head  of  the  law  firm  of  Shaw,  Baldwin  & 
Stotesbury. 

Among  his  more  notable  litigations  the  Lisinka  Hall  will  case  (24 
N.  Y.  Supplement  864)  attracted  much  attention.  He  also  succeeded 
after  a  long  litigation  in  setting  aside  the  will  of  Leonard  Steigert  (Sep- 
tember 27,  1892),  on  the  ground  that  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses,  a 
person  objectionable  to  all  of  the  next  of  kin,  liad  fraudulently  inserted 
his  name  as  one  of  the  executors.  The  case  was  bitterly  contested,  but 
the  will  was  finally  declared  invalid.  Mr.  Shaw  is  considered  a  com- 
petent specialist  in  nuitters  pertaining  to  wills,  conveyancing,  and  real 
estate  law,  and  has  acquired  a  large  experience  in  litigated  cases.  He 
has  also  interested  himself  in  the  domain  of  medical  jurisprudence,  and 
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was  one  of  the  incorporators,  as  he  is  a  trustee  and  treasurer,  of  the 
Society  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  He  has  read  a  number  of  papers 
before  this  association,  and   has   participated   in  various  important 


<?^  :d^«>.^x^'. 


medico-legal  discussions.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Saint^Mark's 
Hospital,  and  for  seven  years  has  been  its  treasurer,  and  is  one  of  its 
board  of  managers. 
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lllv\l{.MAN,  THOMAS  GASKKLI.  ilioin  in  l'.iriiiin,Lrli;iiii, 
ImiuImikI,  N(>\.'iiili('r  25,  1S;!4),  is  the  son  (if  .loiiii  11.  Siiciu- 
111,111  ;iii(l  Siirnii  I'licc  He  wns  I'duciitcd  :it  liome  and  by 
|)ii\:iic  liiiDTs,  sliKJicd  l;iw  .-il  ilicNcw  York  I  ill  \v  Institute, 
was  adniitti'd  to  tlic  bar  in  i'.rooldyii  in  Dcccinlicr.  Is.Mt.  ;iii(l  has  prac- 
ticed coiiliriiioiisly  ill  Ni'w  ^'oiIk  Cily  since. 

Mr.  yiii'iiriiiaii  is  ill  liii'  ni joy nifiil  of  a  larnc  iiractice  and  has  been 
oounscl  ill  many  notable  cases,  iiewns  coiiiisei  in  defense  of  Henry 
Ward  Beeciier,  botii  in  court  and  in  the  ciiurcli  connciis,  and  was 
also  conn.sel  in  tlie  i'hie  iJailway  litifjations  extending  from  isiJS  to 
187'J. 

He  has  been  for  many  years  active  in  t lie  movement  for  free  trade, 
as  well  as  in  the  niovemeni  for  the  abolition  of  taxes  on  personal  prop- 
erty and  Iheii-  iiaiisfeieiici'  lo  land  viiliie.s.  He  devised  a  plan  of  opti- 
arin  ta.x  nieiliod-.  for  local  |>iiiiioses.  He  is  author  of  jiart  of  the  civil 
code,  of  two  volumes  on  "  I'ractice,"  of  a  "  Book  of  Form.s,"  "  Shearman 
and  liedlield  on  Negligence,"  "National  Taxation,"  and  many  pam- 
phlets, arti(des.  and  lectures  on  economic  questions,  and  the  particular 
question  of  national  ownership  of  land. 


IIKL1K)N,   KDWAIU)    WKRHIT  (born  in   Plaintield,  New 
.lersey,  December  17,  ISaS),  is  the  son  of  Reverend  Doctor  , 
(Jeorge  Sheldon  and  Martha  Lyman,  and  is  lineally  descended 
from  Isaac  Sheldon,  an  early  settler  of  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  tlie  family  was  seated  for  several  generations. 

Isaac  Sheldon  sailed  from  Plymouth,  England.  He  was  at  Dorches- 
ter in  lfi:?4  and  at  Windsor  in  1()4(».  His  son  Isaac  was  born  at  North- 
ampton, Sepieiiih(>r  4,  lO'tCu  and  by  his  wife,  Mai'y,  he  had  fourteen 
other  childieii.  'i'lie  liberality  of  his  descendant,  Silas  Sheldon,  of 
Soiithampton,  ought  to  be  remembered.  By  hard  labor  on  a  poor 
farm  lie  ac(piired  his  property.  lie  educated  several  adopted  chil- 
dren, foiindeil  Sheldon  Academy  by  a  gift  of  $2,000  or  $3,000,  gave 
Sl.ooo  to  tlie  Ilamiisliire  Kdiication  Society,  and  sl.OO)  to  Amherst 
College. ' 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  educated  in  various  preparatory  schools  and.  at 
Princeton  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  187U,  three  years 
later  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He  studied  law  in  the  office 
of  the  late  William  A.  W.  Stewart,  of  New  York  City,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Columbia  C(^ll<>gi'  Law  School  in  1881.  In  June  of  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  has  practiced  continuously 
in  New  York  City  since. 

His  cases  of  special  interest  and  importance  include  the  following  : 
The  National  Park   Bank  rs:  Whitmore  (104  X.  Y.  297),  involving  the 


'  l>r.  William  .Mien's  "  S.'i-iiiid  I'cnliiry  .\iliiri'SF,"  iil  Nortlinuiplon  (IKi.'i),  page  .W. 


336  HISTORY   OF  THE  BENCH   AND   BAR   OF   NEW  YORK 

legality  of  agreements  to  preferred  creditors;  Riker  w.s.  Cornell  (113 
N.  Y.  115),  a  case  of  will  construction  questioning  the  validity  of  cor- 
porate organization;  the  United  States  Trust  Company  vs.  Roche  (116 
N.  Y.  120),  testing  the  validity  of  mortgages  made  to  preserve  trust 
estates ;  Cross  vs.  The  United  States  Trust  Company,  Trustee  (131 
N.  Y.  330),  on  the  question  of  conflict  flaws ;  Humphreys  vs.  McKis- 
sock  (140  U.  S.  304) ;  Quincy,  Missouri  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
vs.  Humphreys  (145  U.  S.  82) ;  United  States  Trust  Company  vs.  Wa- 
bash Western  Railway  Company  (150  N.  Y.  287) ;  together  with  fore- 
closure and  mortgage  jDroceedings  against  such  railway  corporations 
as  the  New  York,  West  Shore  &  Buffalo,  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  &  Pa- 
cific, the  Chicago,  Kansas  &  Milwaukee,  the  Chicago,  Wisconsin  & 
Minnesota,  the  Buffalo,  New  York  &  Philadelphia,  the  St.  Louis  & 
San  Francisco,  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific,  the  Denver,  Leadville  &  Gunni- 
son, and  the  Kansas  Pacific. 


]HORT,  EDWARD  LYMAN  (born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  30,  1854),  is  the  son  of  the  late  Charles 
Short  and  Ann  Jean,  daughter  of  Honorable  Elihu  Lyman, 
of  Greenfield,  Massachusetts.  He  is  lineally  descended  from 
Henry  Short,  who  came  from  England  in  the  Mary  and  John  in  1638, 
as  also  from  Henry  Sewall,  mayor  of  Coventry,  England,  five  of  whose 
descendants  have  been  judges  in  the  American  colonies,  and  three  of 
them  chief  justices,  and  also  from  Ju.dge  Samuel  Partridge.  The  first 
American  ancestor  on  his  mother's  side,  Richard  Lyman,  came  from 
High  Ongar,  England,  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  his  was  the  first 
will  probated  in  that  colony.  Honorable  Joseph  Stebbins  Lyman,  of 
Coojjerstown,  New  York,  was  a  great-uncle  of  Mr.  Short. 

He  was  educated  in  schools  in  New  York  City,  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  at  Columbia  College,  where  he  took  first 
five  honors,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1875.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Metroi^olitan,  University,  Calumet,  and  other  clubs.  He  studied 
law  in  the  offices  of  Foster  &  Thomson  and  Knox  &  MacLean,  at  the 
same  time  attending  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1878.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year. 
In  1885  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Davies  &  Rapallo,  and  has 
remained  a  member  of  that  firm  to  the  present  time  under  its  various 
changes  of  style,  as  Davies,  Cole  &  Rapallo,  Davies,  Short  &  TowTisend, 
and  (as  now)  Davies,  Stone  &  Auerbach. 

Mr.  Short  has  made  a  specialty  of  railway  litigation  and  taxation, 
corporation  and  insurance  law.  He  was  engaged  in  important  liti- 
gations in  connection  with  the  Wabash,  Scioto  Valley,  Minneapolis  & 
St.  Louis,  Lackawanna  &  Pittsburgh,  and  other  railroads.  He  is 
general  solicitor  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York. 
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He  is  almiil  to  piililisli  ;i  work  on  railwiiy  .srciiritics.     In   (lie  Siipi'cme 
('oiifl  ol'llii'  I'liitrd  Slates  Mr.  Short  was  engaged  in  tiie  important  tax 


case  of  tlie  Horn  Silver  Mining  Company  (143  N.  Y.  305),  and  in  the 
cmise  celebre  in  insurance  law  known  as  tlie  Ilillmon  case  (U5  N.  Y. 

285). 
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jILLIMAN,  BENJAMIN  DOUGLAS  (born  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  SeiDtember  14,  1805),  is  the  son  of  the  late  Gold  S.  Sil- 
liman,  of  Brooklyn,  who  died  in  his  ninety-first  year,  and  a 
grandson  of  General  Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  who  was  an  able 
and  prominent  lawyer  of  colonial  Connecticut,  attorney  for  the  crown 
in  Fairfield  County,  and  brigadier-general  in  the  patriot  army  during 
the  Revolution.  He  was  a  man  of  large  influence,  an  early  promoter 
of  the  Revolution,  and  conspicuous  in  the  battles  of  Long  Island,  Har- 
lem, White  Plains,  Danbury,  and  elsewhere.  Three  days  after  the 
battle  of  Long  Island,  in  which  he  commanded  a  regiment,  Washing- 
ton promoted  him  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  five  regiments. 
General  Silliman  was  the  son  of  Judge  Ebenezer  Silliman,  who  was  for 
seven  years  speaker  of  the  House,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  a  member 
of  the  Council  or  Upper  House  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  and  was 
annually  elected  as  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  colony  for 
twenty -three  successive  years.     He  died  in  1775. 

Mr.  Silliman's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Reverend  David  Ely,  of 
Huntington,  Connecticut.  Her  rare  intellectual  endowments,  culture, 
and  attainments  were  only  excelled  by  the  loveliness  and  great  excel- 
lence of  her  domestic  character  and  life.  His  father's  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Reverend  Joseph  Fish,  of  Stonington  (who  was  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  in  1728),  and  through  her  was  directly  descended  from 
John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Moulins,  both  of  whom  came  over  in  the  May- 
flower in  1621. 

Mr.  Silliman  was  graduated  in  1824  from  Yale  College,  at  which  uni- 
versity his  race  on  both  sides  were  educated.  His  father  and  his  uncle, 
the  distinguished  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman,  were  graduated  there 
in  1796,  their  father.  General  Gold  S.  Silliman,  in  1752,  and  the  father 
of  the  latter,  Judge  Silliman,  in  1727.  His  mother's  family  were  also 
educated  at  the  same  seat  of  learning.  Her  great-grandfather  was 
graduated  there  in  1722,  her  father  in  1769.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
college  for  twentj^-one  years.  He  died  in  1816.  Her  brothers  took 
their  degrees  in  the  classes  of  1801,  1803,  and  1806.  Among  Mr.  Silli- 
man's classmates  who  became  distinguished  in  public  life  were  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Origen  S.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut ;  Reverend  Richard  F. 
Cleveland,  father  of  the  president  of  the  United  States ;  Honorable 
Willis  Hall,  attorney-general  of  this  State  ;  General  Elias  W.  Leaven- 
worth, secretary  of  state  of  New  York  and  member  of  Congress  from 
the  Onondaga  district,  and  Honorable  Ashbel  Smith,  who  was  minister 
to  France  and  to  England  from  Texas  before  its  admission  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  and  afterward  president  of  its  university. 

On  leaving  college  Mr.  Silliman  pursued  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  the  distinguished  Chancellor  Kent  and  his  hardly  less  distin- 
guished son,  William  Kent,  who  afterward  became  a  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  for  this  circuit,  and  succeeded  Judge  Story  as 
professor  of  law  in  Harvard  University.     The  closest  friendship  con- 


IllS'ldllV    (IK     inK    HKXCII     AND    liAll    OF    M:\V     V()I:K 


839 


tinned  between  liini  mid  llifin  diiiiui:-  llicir  lives.  He  vva.s  admitted  to 
Ihc  bai'at  tlie  May  Iniii,  iS'il),  ol'  the  Sii|iivnie  Court  in  New  Yorl^,  and 
t'l'dni  that  day  to  tliis,  with  tiie  exc'ei)ti()ii  of  a  visit  to  Europe  in  1848, 
has  licfu  liiisily  and  steadily  engaged  (almost  " threescore  and  ten" 
years)  in  tlie  practice  of  the  jirofessioii,  in  which  he  has  been  energetic 
anil  prominent,  lie  is  now,  by  seniority,  the  Nestor  of  the  Bar.  lie 
has  always  iiail  a   vahnible  clienlage,  including  many   important  cor- 
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porations,  and  has  been  steadily  engaged  in  cases  of  all  Icinds,  at 
common  law,  in  ecpiity,  and  atlmiralty,  alike  in  the  State  and  Federal 
courts,  including  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

At  a  notable  dinner  at  Delmonico's  given  to  Mr.  Silliman  by  leading 
members  of  the  bar  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  May  '29,  1889,  to  cele- 
brate the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  his  adnussion  to  practice,  lie  gave  an 
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interesting  sketch  of  the  courts,  the  judges,  the  bar,  and  its  business, 
and  ot"  much  of  the  law  and  practice  at  that  early  date  and  of  the  great 
changes  and  progress  to  the  present  time.'  Very  interesting  addresses 
were  delivered  on  the  same  occasion  by  Joseph  H.  Choate,  who  presided 
at  the  dinner,  and  by  David  D.  Field,  James  C.  Carter,  Judge  Pratt, 
Frederic  R.  Coudert,  AVilliam  C.  Dewitt  and  Chauncey  M.  Depew. 

Mr.  Silliman's  professional  career  has  been  thus  singular  in  its  length 
as  well  as  its  activity.  Within  the  long  span  of  his  legal  practice  the 
most  important  scientific  and  political  events  of  the  age  have  occurred. 
His  early  reminiscences  relate  to  the  time  when  New  York  was  a  com- 
paratively small  town  and  Brooklyn  a  mere  village,  and  the  circle  of 
his  personal  association  and  friendshii^s  embraces  men  of  a  former  and 
of  the  present  generation  Avho  have  attained  the  highest  professional, 
political,  literary  and  social  distinction  at  home  and  abroad.  "There 
were  giants  in  those  days."  Such  men  as  Chancellor  Kent,  David  B. 
Ogden,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffmann,  George  Wood,  John  Duer,  Samuel 
Jones,  William  Kent,  Marshall  S.  Bidwell,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  Samuel 
Nelson,  Peter  A.  Jay,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Henry  E,.  Storrs,  Ogden 
Hoffman,  Hugh  Maxwell,  Gulian  C.  Yerplanck,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles, 
Charles  O'Conor,  Edgar  S.  Van  Winkle,  Francis  B.  Cutting,  James  W. 
Gerard,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  Jasper  W.  Gilbert, 
William  H.  Seward,  William  C.  Noyes,  John  H.  Reynolds,  the  Sanfords, 
the  Emmets,  Murray  Hoffman,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  Nicholas  Hill, 
Charles  P.  Kirkland,  Hiram  Denio,  Joseph  S.  Bosworth,  George  R.  J. 
Bowdoin,  Lewis  B.  Woodruff,  Jonathan  Miller,  Alexander  S.  Johnson, 
James  T.  Brady,  John  A.  Lott,  Samuel  Beardslej^,  William  Mitchell,  and 
the  great  number  of  their  distinguished  compeers  who  have  passed 
away,  to  say  nothing  of  the  very  eminent  living  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, have  rendered  the  bar  of  New  York  indeed  an  illustrious  fra- 
ternity. In  the  same  period  no  part  of  the  world  could  produce  a 
more  attractive  society  than  that  of  Ne^v  York.  Her  statesmen,  schol- 
ars, poets,  wits,  her  ''  merchant  princes,"  her  men  of  strength  and  wide 
general  culture  have  made  their  day  and  generation  of  rarest  interest. 
It  is  no  small  boon  to  have  lived  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  sphere. 

While  yielding  to  none  in  devotion  to  his  client's  interests,  Mr.  Silli- 
man  has  always  regarded  allegiance  to  right  and  justice  as  the  para- 
mount duty  of  every  lawyer.  In  an  address  to  the  graduating  class  of 
Columbia  College  Law  School,  delivered  in  1S67,  he  said  : 

No  man  can  consistently  with  personal  honor  or  professional  reputation  misstate 
a  fact  or  a  principle  to  the  court  or  jury.  The  man  who  would  cheat  a  court  or  a 
jui'y  would  cheat  anybody  else.  Measured  by  the  lowest  standard,  that  of  expedi- 
ency, no  lawyer  can  ui  any  case  afford  to  act  meanly  or  speak  untruly.  He  owes  no 
such  duty  to  his  client;  an  honest  client  would  not  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  a  lawyer 
who  would  do  either. 

'  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  SilUmaQ  this  address,  so  full  of  interesting  reminiscence,  appears  as  a  chapter  in 
the  preceding  volume. — Higqard  H.  Clarke. 
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He  ;ilsn  i-i'iiiinili'il  the  younp;  nicn  nlxml  Id  enter  on  1  lie  ]ir;icl  ice  of 
l;i\\  llut  i1  would  lie  their  ])roviiicc 

To  (lissiuiilc  luoru  suits  tliiin  tlioy  would  l)riii<r,  to  i)r()iiiotc  peaceful  and  reason- 
al)lt'  eoniproiuises  in  all  cases  where  jiroper  and  i)ractical)le,  audio  shelter  their 
clients  hwii  litigation  as  llic>  jiliysician  would  slielter  his  patient  from  continued 
sickness. 

Ill  politics  l\r.  Silliiiiiin  was,  in  early  life,  a  Wlii.ti;.  On  the  dissohi- 
tioii  of  that  i)arty  lie  liecaiuo  an  eii('r<i-i>tic  l{e])ul)]ican.  I)uiin<,r  the 
Kebellinii  he  was  an  miconiiiroinisin.ii-  snjiporter  of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment. .Xdheiiiii;-  liniily  to  his  ]Hililicai  convictions  and  to  the  tenets 
of  his  party,  he  has  ever  been  intliienlial  in  his  advocacy  of  theiii.  lie 
has  often  been  a  delegate  to  local.  State,  and  national  conventions.  As 
far  back  as  IS:)!)  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ilarrisbiirg  convention  which 
nominated  General  Harrison  for  the  presidency  and  John  Tyler  for  the 
vice-presidency.  This  was  one  of  the  first  (if  not  the  first)  of  national 
conventions  for  nominating  presidential  candidates,  such  nominations 
having  been  ]nevioiisly  made  by  cancuses  of  members  of  Congress  at 
Washington,  or  in  some  cases  by  one  or  more  of  the  State  legislatures, 
or  by  otiier  local  meetings.  Its  members  were  few  in  number  compared 
■with  tlie  later  conventions. 

While  active  in  political  work,  Mr.  yilliman  has  generally,  though 
not  wholly,  abstained  from  public  office,  as  inconsistent  with  his  plan 
and  purpose  of  i)rofessional  life  and  labor.  In  1843  he  was  selected 
by  the  \Vhigs  of  the  second  district  as  their  candidate  for  the  twenty- 
eighth  Congress,  but,  although  he  led  the  whole  ticket  at  the  polls,  the 
Democrats  carried  the  election  by  a  small  majority.  He  was  nominated 
by  the  same  party  in  18r)3  for  the  State  Senate,  but  declined  the  nomi- 
nation. He  iiad  previously  represented  Kings  County  in  the  State 
Legislature.  On  tlie  organization  of  the  eastern  district  of  New  York 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  the  office  of  United  States 
attorney.  FiudinL;-  that  his  official  ditties  interfered  with  his  private 
practice,  he  resigned  the  office  in  ISOO.  In  1872  he  was  appointed  by 
the  governor  and  Senate  a  member  of  the  commission  (which  held  its 
sessions  at  Albany)  for  proposing  its  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  State.  In  the  deliberations  of  the  ccmvention  he  bore  an  active 
and  prominent  i)art.  lie  was  the  chairman  of  one  and  a  member  of 
other  important  committees,  and  efficient  in  advocating  the  amend- 
ments which  were  ado])ted.  Although  the  convention  consisted  of 
sixteen  Republicans  and  sixteen  Democrats,  its  debates  were  abso- 
lutely free  from  party  politics,  and  its  action  was  in  no  I'espect  influ- 
enced by  party  interests  or  purposes.  Its  discussions  were  conducted 
•with  entire  harmony  and  dignity.  Each  member  acted  not  as  a  poli- 
tician, but  as  a  statesman,  and  the  leading  j^arts  of  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution  which  was  the  result  of  their  labors  were  ratified  Avitli 
great  unanimity  by  the  people. 
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In  1873  Mr.  Silliman  was  nominated  by  the  Eepublican  party  as 
their  candidate  for  the  office  of  attorney-general  of  the  State,  and 
received  a  flattering  and  gratifying  support  at  the  polls,  though  the 
ticket  (with  the  exception  of  two  of  the  candidates  who  had  also  been 
nominated  by  a  third  party)  did  not  prevail. 

In  1873  the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred  on  him 
by  Columbia  College.  In  1874  his  alma  mater,  Yale  College,  also  con- 
ferred on  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws.  "While  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  in  1838,  he  introduced  and  procured  the  passage  of  the 
bill  incorporating  the  Greenwood  cemetery,  that  great  and  beautiful 
city  of  the  dead,  already  (in  1896)  niimbering  more  than  290,000  in  its 
silent  population.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  social, 
political,  and  benevolent  institutions  of  the  day.  Among  them  he  was 
for  more  than  twenty  years  the  president  of  the  Brooklyn  Club,  pres- 
ident of  the  Yale  Alnmni  Association  of  Long  Island,  is  a  director  of 
the  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  a  trnstee  of  Greenwood  cemetery, 
and  was  the  president  of  the  New  England  Society  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, from  its  organization  until  1886,  when  he  declined  a  re-election. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  he  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  "  House  of 
Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  "  in  ISTew  Y^ork.  He  was  a  vice-presi- 
dent and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bar  Association  of  New  Y'ork  City, 
and  a  director  in  other  benevolent  and  literary  institutions.  While  his 
life  has  been  devoted  mainly  to  the  law,  he  has  found  time  for  con- 
tinued literary  study  and  recreation. 


Ij\IMS,  JACOB  HENRY  (born  in  Harford  County,  Maryland, 
March  15,  184-0),  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Henrietta  Simms. 
He  attended  Paine's  business  college.  New  Y'ork  City,  studied 
law  with  Charles  S.  Spencer,  was  graduated  from  the  Boston 
University  Law  School  in  1882,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  city 
June  13,  1884.  He  is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  New  York  Central 
JEcho,  and  has  been  active  in  Republican  politics,  a  delegate  to  many 
State  conventions,  and  a  candidate  for  various  offices. 


LOAN,  AVILLIAM  HENRY^  (born  in  Farmington,  Jefferson 
County,  Wisconsin,  November  9,  1847),  is  the  son  of  Patrick 
Doyle  Sloan  and  Anne  O'Neill.  He  was  educated  in  various 
schools  and  academies,  studied  law  with  Hall  &  Skinner,  of 
Watertown,  Wisconsin,  attended  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  May  17, 1872.  His  practice  has  been  largely  as  attor- 
ney for  the  glassware  associations  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York  City,  and  he  has  argued  many  important  cases. 
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MlTll,  AHTKMAS   lilJKiliAM  (Ih.im  at  Westminster,  Wor- 
cester County,  xMassac'liusetts,  iMarcli  ;:^1,  1844),  is  the  son  of 
(reorge  Smitli  and  Eunice  Gadield.     He  was  educated  at  the 
schools  and  local  academy  of  AVestminster  and  at  W'esleyan 
Academy,  Wiibraham,  Massachusetts,     lie  was  graduated  i'roni  Am- 


herst College  in  1S68,  studied  law  in  tlie  offices  of  Rice  ct  Blackmer,  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  attended  the  Cohnnbia  College  Law  School, 
and  was  admitted  to  tiie  bar  in  this  city  in  April,  1870^  He  has  con- 
tinuously practiced  here  ever  since,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
successful  business. 
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]MITH,  C.  BAIjS^BRIDGE,  is  the  son  of  the  late  John  Taylor 
Smith,  and  is  the  descendant  of  an  old  family  of  Kewport- 
Pagnell,  Bnckinghamshire,  England,  which  since  the  reign  of 
Qneen  Anne  has  been  illustrious  in  the  history  of  the  colony 
and  State  of  New  York.  His  ancestor,  William  Smith,  ruined  by  the 
great  Port  Royal  earthquake,  removed  from  Jamaica  to  New  York  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  having  repaired  his  fortunes  induced 
several  branches  of  the  family,  including  his  brother,  Thomas  Smith, 
wuth  three  sons,  AVilliam,  John,  and  Thomas,  to  remove  to  New  York. 
Of  these  sons,  William,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  became  the  leader  of 
the  colonial  bar  and  was  the  first  of  a  line  of  distinguished  lawyers.  Bio- 
graphical sketches  of  this  eminent  jurist,  of  his  eqiially  distinguished 
sou,  the  chief  Justice  and  historian,  and  of  others  of  the  line,  will  be 
found  in  the  preceding  volume.'  Through  his  father,  Mr.  Smith  is  also 
nearly  related  to  Commodore  William  Baiubridge,  whose  portrait 
adorns  City  Hall,  New  York,  and  who,  in  command  of  the  Constitution 
("  Old  Ironsides  "),  captured  the  British  frigate  Java. 

Mr.  C.  Baiubridge  Smith  was  born  at  the  old  family  seat  in  Haver- 
straw,  Rockland  County,  New  York.  His  father  was  cut  oil  early  in 
life  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis  in  the  midst  of  a  brilliant  career.  Though 
greatly  impeded  by  the  untimely  death  of  his  father,  and  in  spite  of  a 
marked  predilection  for  the  army  or  navy,  Mr.  Smith  embraced  the  fam- 
ily profession,  becoming  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  William  Curtis 
Noyes.  He  was  an  untiring  student,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  earlj^  attained  distinction  at  the  bar. 
The  reports  contain  many  important  cases  in  which,  at  an  early  age, 
he  met  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  day,  and  they  attest  the  ability 
which  characterized  his  practice.  His  success  before  Juries  has  always 
been  remarkable,  while  in  the  cross-examination  of  witiiesses  he  dis- 
plays consumate  skill.  His  briefs  are  models  of  concise  legal  present- 
ment, and  there  is  scarcely  a  modern  text-book  upon  any  legal  subject 
which  has  not  been  enriched  with  valuable  precedents  drawn  from  the 
labors  of  the  two  score  years  of  his  active  practice  in  cases  of  importance. 
Mr.  Smith  is  an  omnivorous  reader,  preserving  the  habits  of  a  student 
to  the  present  time.  He  is  author  of  poems  contributed  to  magazines 
and  Journals.  The  fruit  of  his  ripe  experience  as  a  lawyer  is  a  valuable 
legal  treatise  now  almost  ready  for  piiblication.  He  has  never  actively 
entered  the  field  of  politics,  but  was  a  staunch  supjjorter  of  the  gov- 
ernment during  the  Civil  W^ar,  materially  aiding  in  the  organization 
and  outfitting  of  New  York  troops. 

1  The  direct  line  of  descent  to  Mr.  C.  Bainbridge  ber  of  the  provincial  congress  of  1774  and  one  of  the 

Smith  i3  as  follows;  Thomas  Smith  i,  of  Newport-Fag-  committee  of  one  hundred;  Thomas  Smith*,  also  an 

nell,Buckinahara8hire.England,who  arrived  in  America  able  New  York  lawyer;  Honorable  John  Taylor  Smith  ^, 

Augast  17,  1715;  Honorable  William  Smith  =,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Columbia  College  and  able  lawyer,  dis- 

recorder  of  New  York  City,  member  of  the  council,  trict  attorney  of  Rockland  County,  judge  advocate  gen- 

attomey-general,  and  Supreme  Court  justice  of  the  col-  eral,  and  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Rockland  Seffis- 

ony,  and    refused   the   appointment  as  chief  justice;  ter,  tlie  only  newspaper  at  that  time  in  Rockland  Coun- 

Honorable   Thomas   Smith  =,  an   able   lawyer,   mem-  ty ;  C.  Bainbridge  Smith «. 


i<fex>l...l 


^S-^z-^^^A?  ^jf<^-   i<^i'V5»< 


IllSTOIIV    OK    'I'llK    liK.M  11    AM)    IJAU    UK    .\K\V     \(>KK 


345 


MITir.  FRANK  Sl'LLTVAN  (horn  at  Short  Tnim  AlleR-any 
Ciiimty.  New  Voil\,  <  )ct()l"M'  14,  18")!),  is  tlic  son  of  Doctor 
\\'illi:ini   M.  Sniiili  ;iiiil   Aili'liiir  Weeks.     His  father  was  a 
siir^voii   ill   I  111'  ('i\il    \\':ir.  sin;iieon-^"eneral  on  the  staff   of 
Governor  l>i\,  and  hcallli  dllicrr  of  tin-  jioi't  of  New  York  from  1880 


to  1892.  llis  grandfather.  Doctor  Reuben  II.  Smith,  also  a  physician, 
was,  when  a  young  man,  a  soldier  in  the  \Var  of  1S12.  His  great- 
great-grandfather  was  an  ofhcer  in  the  Revolution. 
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Mr.  Smith  was  educated  at  Angelica  Academy,  Allegany  County, 
New  York,  and  at  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1S72.  He  studied  law  with  Honorable  D.  P.  Richardson,  of  Angelica, 
New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  April  7, 1876. 
He  practiced  law  at  Angelica  until  1887,  and  since  that  time  has  prac- 
ticed in  New  York  City. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  law  department  of  Cornell  University 
in  1887  he  was  offered  the  position  of  dean,  but  declined.  He  held 
the  office  of  school  commissioner  in  Allegany  County  from  1873  to 
1876,  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  national  convention  in  1884, 
and  was  secretary  of  the  Republican  State  committee  from  1887  to 
1891. 

MITH,  FREEING  H.  (born  at  Chatham,  Columbia  County, 
New  York,  January  31,  1844),  is  the  son  of  Joseph  William 
Smith  and  Ruth  Benjamin,  of  Scotch  descent  on  both  sides. 
His  great-grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
his  grandfather  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  father,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Chatham,  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  mother  was 
a  cousin  of  the  late  Judge  Welcome  R.  Beebe,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place  and 
Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  whither  the  family  removed  in  1855 ; 
a  boarding-school  in  an  adjoining  town,  and  in  1860  the  seminary  at 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  completing  his  preparation  for  college  at 
the  Hudson  River  Institute,  Claverack.  New  York.  He  was  graduated 
from  Union  College  with  first  honors  in  1865,  and  from  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School  in  1867,  having  been  admitted  to  the  New  York 
bar  two  weeks  before  graduation. 

Through  Professor  Dwight  of  the  Law  School  he  was  offered  the 
position  of  private  secretary  by  Honorable  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  then 
United  States  Senator,  but  refused  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpose  to 
enter  at  once  upon  the  practice  of  the  law.  The  following  October  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Van  Vorst  &  Beardsley,  of  New  York  City, 
as  managing  clerk.  Owing  to  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Van  Vorst  to  the 
bench  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  absorption  of  Mr. 
Beardsley  in  real  estate  practice,  the  charge  of  litigated  business 
devolved  mainly  upon  Mr.  Smith,  affording  a  large  and  varied  experi- 
ence. In  1868  he  became  managing  clerk  in  the  office  of  Moses  Ely,  and 
one  year  later  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ely  &  Smith,  the  part- 
nership continuing  until  1883,  when  Mr.  Ely  retired  fi'om  practice. 
Mr.  Smith  has  since  continued  in  business  alone.  His  interesting 
cases  include  :  Collins  vs.  Ralli,  growing  out  of  the  fraudulent  acts  of 
the  cotton  brokers,  H.  M.  Cutter  &  Company,  and  the  stock  certificate 
forgeries  of  Eben  S.  Allen.  In  the  former  case  Cutter  &  Company  had 
procured  large  quantities  of  cotton  from  New  York  dealers  ostensibly 
to  deliver  to  purchasers,  but  which  they  stored  in  warehouses,  taking 
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out  negolinhli'  wsirchoiisc  rcccijits  ;ni(l  Sfllinn'  tlicin  on  tlic  (Jotton 
ExcliMiin'c  to  iiiiiocciit  jiai'tii's.  Suits  wci-c  hi^oii^-lit  to  recover  IVom  the 
iniioeeiit  purcluiserw,  mainly  lialli  &  Company,  by  the  owneis  (ji  the 
cotton.  The  questions  arising  were  novel  and  first  setth'(l  in  this  case. 
Th(^  cases  growini;;  out  of  Allen's  ci-imes  tii'st  ])i'esented  to  tiie  courts  of 
this  State  the  question  of  liability  of  corporations  for  forged  certificates 
of  stoclv  Issued  bj'  one  of  its  officers.  This  question  was  settled  in  the 
actions  brought  by  th(^  Fifth  Avenue  Bank,  the  Manhattan  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  the  Mutual  Life  Lisuraiu-e  Company,  and  othei-  cases 
in  which  Mr.  Smith  appeared. 

He  has  never  held  nor  sought  a  political  position  or  engaged  in  out- 
side business  ventures.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  traveled  extensively 
in  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  in  I89o  visited  Egypt,  the  Holy  Land,  and 
other  eastern  countries. 


MITH,  JOHN  SABINE  (born  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  April 
24,  1843),  is  the  son  of  Doctor  John  Spooner  Smith  and 
Caroline  Sabine.  His  father  was  an  eminent  physician  who 
juacticed  for  more  than  fifty  years  in  Randolph  ;  his  grand- 
father, Samuel  Smith,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Windsor, 
Vermont,  and  married  Lucy  Woodi?,  daughter  of  a  captain  in  the 
Revohition  ;  while  his  great-grandfather,  Captain  Steele  Smith,  was 
leader  of  a  band  of  pioneers  who  ]iassed  up  the  Connecticut  River  in 
boats  from  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and  founded  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor, Vermont.  Captain  Steele  Smith  was  an  extensive  landowner  and 
took  a  prominent  jiart  in  the  early  history  of  that  locality.  Mr. 
Smith's  mother  was  born  in  England,  the  daughter  of  Reverend  James 
Sabine,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  who  officiated  in  London,  and  after- 
ward in  this  country,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  Bethel,  A'ermont. 
Her  grandfather,  Isaac  Danford,  was  a  well-known  English  barrister. 

John  Sabine  Smith  gained  his  education  largely  through  his  own 
efforts.  After  a  preparatory  course  at  the  Orange  County  Grammar 
School,  he  entered  Trinity  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  by  teaching  and  by  other  expedients  he  completed 
his  course,  graduating  at  the  age  of  twenty  at  the  head  of  his  class. 
During  the  next  four  years  he  conducted  a  select  school  at  Troy,  New 
York,  at  the  same  time  reading  law  under  Honorable  Gardiner  Stowe 
and  ex-Judge  George  Gould.  He  also  taught  one  year  at  the  Harring- 
ton School,  Throggs  Neck,  Westchester  County.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  May,  1868,  and  coming  to  New  York  City 
procured  a  position  as  assistant  in  the  office  of  William  E.  Cuiiis, 
afterward  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court.  In  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  on  his  own  account,  lajing 
the  foundation  for  the  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  which  he  now 
enjoys. 
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His  cases  of  interest  include  the  following :  People  vs.  Brandi'etli, 
in  wliicli  tlie  effect  of  a  discharge  in  banla-uptcy  npon  the  claim  of  a 
State  as  a  creditor  was  first  decided  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  the 
Sing  Sing  Bank  cases,  where  the  enforcement  of  the  liability  of  stock- 
holders of  a  State  bank  under  the  Constitution  was  considered  and 
limited  ;  the  Allen  Estate  vs.  the  Stonington  Railroad  and  the  Sprague 
Estate,  involving  the  right  to  land  under  water  ;  the  Bankers  and 
Merchants  Telegi'aph  Company  cases  and  the  Southei*n  Telegraph 
Company  cases,  in  which  the  priority  of  the  rights  of  receivers  under 
State  and  Federal  courts  was  determined  ;  the  People  vs.  the  Open 
Board  of  Stockbrokers'  Building  Company,  relative  to  property  in 
Broad  and  New  streets,  where  the  Court  of  Appeals  disposed  of  the 
vexed  question  of  the  right  of  a  trustee  for  a  voluntary  association 
to  hold  and  convey  real  estate ;  McMahon  vs.  Flynn,  concerning  the 
origin  of  the  New  York  City  Electi'ical  Subways ;  Smith  vs.  the 
Equitable  Mortgage  Company,  in  which,  in  connection  with  the  water 
supply  of  the  city  of  Athens,  Georgia,  the  legal  question  as  to  what 
is  pure  water  was  determined  ;  and  Adams  vs.  Zebley  and  the  St. 
John  City  Railway  Com]Dany,  showing  the  force  and  equitable  effect 
of  the  defense  of  public  policy. 

In  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  Mr.  Smith  has  been  actively  inter- 
ested in  politics  as  a  Republican  leader  in  New  York  City.  He  became 
a  member  in  1879  of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club,  which  was 
later  transformed  into  the  Republican  Club  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  most  prominent  political  club  in  the  country,  and  since  1886  he  has 
been  actively  identihed  wifh  its  projects  and  work.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Republican  League  of  the  United  States,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  first  national  convention  of  Republican  clubs, 
held  in  New  York  City,  in  December,  1887.  He  was  chiefly  insti'u- 
mental  in  the  election  of  the  president  of  the  Republican  Club  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  as  first  president  of  the  National  League.  In  1888, 
as  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  New  York  State  league, 
and  chairman  of  its  sub-committee,  he  had  the  practical  management 
of  the  State  league,  and  made  it  an  important  force  in  politics  ;  while 
during  the  same  year  he  was  acting  chairman  of  the  campaign  com- 
mittee of  the  Republican  Club  of  the  city  of  New  York,  preceding  the 
election  of  President  Harrison.  He  originated  in  the  Republican  Club, 
in  1889,  the  special  propaganda  to  secure  the  election  of  a  Republican 
mayor  of  New  York,  and  it  was  under  his  leadership,  as  chairman  of 
the  celebrated  committee  on  municipal  elections,  that  the  fight  was 
made  in  1890  for  a  straight  Republican  ticket.  In  1891,  as  chairman 
of  the  club  committee  of  fifty  having  the  campaign  in  charge,  he  was 
active  in  the  movement  to  elect  Mr.  Fassett  governor  of  New  York. 
As  a  result  five  great  mass-meetings  were  held  in  this  city,  at  the 
first  of  which,  at  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Mr.  Fassett  made  his  initial 
appearance  during  the  campaign.    At  this  meeting,  as  at  all  others  of 
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the  seiii's,  Mr.  Smitli  luvsidcd  niid  dclivcivd  jiddresses.  In  1892  he 
was  nii.iiii  made  clKdriiian  of  the  campaign  conmiittee  at  the  Repub- 
lican Clidi  and  (•(indnclcd  a  plieTiomcnal  rani]iai.t;n  in  New  York  City, 
raisin;.;-  a  lari;'<'  t'nnd,  issuing  liundicds  ol'  thousands  of  dociinients  and 
carrying  on  oxcv  <>\u-  linndred  meetings.  In  recognition  of  his  services 
during  this  campaign  a  dinnci-  was  givt^n  in  his  honor  by  the  Repub- 
lican C'lul)  in  J)ccfnil)i'r  I'ullowing  the  election.  Mr.  Smith  .served 
three  years  as  vice-]>i'esi(h'nt  of  the  |{e]inlilican  Cluli.  and  in  January, 
1893,  was  eh'cted  its  president.  'I'lirougli  Ins  personal  ell'mts,  during 
liis  presidency,  the  club  membership  was  not  allowed  to  diminish,  Init 
a  considerable  increase  was  secured,  notvrithstandlng  the  discouraging 
results  of  the  election  of  1892. 

While  not  seeking  iwliticul  preferment,  he  in  1892  was  nominated 
for  the  office  of  surrogate,  and  not  only  ran  ahead  of  both  the  national 
and  county  tickets,  but  received  a  larger  vote  than  was  ever  liefore 
cast  for  a  Republican  candidate  in  New  York  City  on  a  straight  city 
or  county  ticket.  In  1893  he  was  placed  in  nomination  for  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  Republican  State  convention,  and  received 
the  nearly  unanimous  vote  of  the  delegation  from  New  York  City. 
During  the  same  year  he  was  president  of  the  Republican  county 
conunittee  of  New  York.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Republican  State  committee. 

In  1894  he  was  a  member  of  the  celelu'ated  "  Committee  of  Thirty  " 
appointed  to  reorganize  the  Republican  pai'ty  in  the  county  of  New 
York,  and  as  counsel  for  that  body  successfidly  argued  its  claims 
for  recognition  as  the  regular  organization  before  the  Republican 
State  comnlittee,  winning  a  signal  victory,  despite  the  able  and  vigor- 
ous opposition  of  an  irregular  faction,  which  sought  recognition.  He 
was  also  active  in  connection  with  the  constitutional  convention  of 
the  summer  of  1894.  Through  his  efforts  a  code  of  proposed  amend- 
ments had  been  drawn  up  and  printed  by  the  Republican  Club  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  this  book,  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  of 
the  convention,  provided  an  effective  basis  for  the  woi'k  done.  He  also 
advocated  various  amendments  before  the  different  committees  of  the 
convention.  His  opposition  before  the  committee  on  cities  to  the 
proposal  to  confer  an  unlimited  power  of  veto  of  State  legislation  upon 
mayors  turned  the  tide  against  a  measure  transferring  a  special  pre- 
rogative of  the  governor  of  the  State  to  the  mayor  of  a  city.  The 
proposed  scheme  had  been  advocated  without  opposition  by  men  of 
great  eminence  until  he  demonstrated  the  danger  of  subordinating  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government  of  the  State  to  the  executive  of  a 
municipality.  In  harmony  with  his  views,  the  measure  was  defeated, 
and  the  modification  now  in  force  adopted.  He  also  successfully  pre- 
sented before  a  committee  of  the  convention  a  plan  for  enlarging  the 
State  Legislature,  which  he  had  previously  originated  in  a  committee 
of  the  Republican  Club  of  the  city  of  New  York.     As  a  result,  an 
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amendment  was  adopted  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Senate  to 
fifty,  and  of  the  Assembly  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  various  social  organizations,  including  the 
University,  Lawyers',  Republican,  and  Quill  clubs,  and  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Society.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Church  (Episcopal)  Club,  and  a 
member  of  Grace  Church ;  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  is  the  treas- 
urer of  the  East-side  House,  an  establishment  on  the  university  settle- 
ment plan  ;  is  president  of  the  Societj-  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  ;  and 
is  a  trustee  of  Trinity  College,  for  several  years  was  president  of  its 
New  York  alumni,  and  is  chairman  of  the  committee  engaged  in 
raising  money  to  erect  a  science  hall  for  that  institution. 

Notwithstanding  his  extensive  ]3ractice  as  a  lawj^er,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
devoted  participant  in  the  work  of  various  charitable  and  philanthropic 
institutions. 


MITH,  NELSON  (born  in  Middletown,  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  September  29,  1832),  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Smith, 
his  ancestry  being  English  on  his  father's  side  and  Dutch 
through  his  mother.  His  great-grandfather,  Abel  Smith, 
born  on  Long  Island  in  1702,  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Jackson,  granddaughter  of  Colonel  John  Jackson,  member  of  the 
colonial  Assembly,  lieutenant-colonel  of  militia,  and  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  ajid  great-granddaughter  of  Robert  Jackson, 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  and  a  member 
of  Governor  Nicholl's  convention,  1665.  Through  another  great-grand- 
father, Harmonus  Dumond,  Mr.  Smith  is  descended  from  Katrina 
Schuyler  Dumond,  daughter  of  David  Schuyler,  mayor  of  Albany. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Delaware  Academy,  afterward  taking  special 
courses  in  New  York  City,  and  studied  law  with  Honorable  Samuel 
Gordon  and  Honorable  William  Murray.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  commenced  practice  in  New  York  City  in  1855,  and  was  soon  after 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  He 
has  devoted  himself  closely  to  his  profession,  enjoying  a  wide  practice, 
his  reported  cases  embracing  nearly  the  entire  range  of  the  law.  At 
the  same  time  he  has  kept  up  his  interest  in  the  study  of  the  sciences, 
natural  rights,  government,  political  economy,  and  kindred  subjects. 

He  took  an  active  jjart  in  support  of  the  Democratic  cause  in  the 
national  campaigns  of  1884,  1888,  and  1892,  and  throughout  the  cam- 
paign of  education  to  promote  the  reform  of  the  tariff.  He  contributed 
many  articles  and  made  numerous  speeches  which  were  printed  and 
circulated  as  educational  documents.  In  1892  he  was  a  presidential 
elector.  He  was  a  delegate  from  New  York  City  to  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1894,  and  was  an  active  and  influential  member.  He 
was  credited  with  many  of  the  reforms  effected  by  the  judiciary  article 
of  the  revised  Constitution,  notably  the  creation  of  the  new  court 
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kjiown  asdic  Ai)]icll:iti'  Division  of  tli(>  Siijiicnic  Court,  wiiidi  took  tlie 
place  ol'  till'  old  ( it'iicral  'rcriii. 

Fnv  loin-  \r;irs,  fioiii  ISKu  Id  ISDl,  lie  was  cliaii-iiiaii  of  the  f^eneral 
coiiiiuitli'c  of  'i'arniiiaiiy  Hall,  which  position  he  resigned  in  January, 
181)4.     lie  lia.s  always  iu'cn  a  warm  sympathizer  with  the  cau.se  of  Ire- 
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land,  and  at  one  time  was  chairman  of  the  central  brancli  of  the  Irish 
lanil  league  of  America,  which  position  he  held  for  about  four  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion, Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  the  L;iw  Institute, 
and  the  Press,  Manhattan,  Reform,  and  Democratic  clubs. 
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MITH,  WILLIAM  WICKHAM  (born  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
tember 21, 1859),  is  the  son  of  Jolin  A.  Smith  and  Mary  Lane. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  and  the 
College  of  the  City  of  JSTew  York,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
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uated  in  June,  1878.     He  entered  the  law  offices  of  Redfield,  Hill  & 
Ly decker,  and  also  attended  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  being 
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f;rn(lii;itf(l  in  ISSO.  I'^idin  ScptciiilxT,  1878,  iiutil  Scplcinlicr,  1884,  he 
was  a  tiilor  in  IIh'  Collcfic  ol'  tlie  City  of  N<'w  Yoi-k.  In  October,  1880, 
ho  was  admit  In!  lo  tlie  New  York  liar,  ami  cnliird  ii|ion  a  successful 
practici-  in  tliis  city. 

In  Oclolicr-,  ISSCi,  lie  was  appointed  assistant  I'liited  Stales  district 
nttoi'ncy  lor  tlie  soutiieru  district  of  New  Yorl<,  and  continued  in  (his 
ollice  until  April,  18!)0.  He  attracted  wide  attention  for  his  defense  of 
the  ,i;-o\tMnnient  in  vaiious  litiuations  arisinij  under  the  tariff  laws.  In 
these  cases  lie  displayed  a  randliarity  with  all  the  intricacies  of  revenue 
laws.  Kesiiiiiin^'  as  district  attorney  in  \S'MK  he  was  for  some  time 
employed  as  counsel  for  the  Maidiattan  Railway  ('om]iany  in  the  land 
damap'  cases,  in  the  defense  of  which  lie  was  very  snccessful.  He  has 
also  ai)]ieared  as  counsel  in  nearly  every  im|iortant  taiiff  case  since 
IS'.io.  lie  was  one  of  the  counsel  in  the  cases  in\-oIvini:- the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  iMcKinley  tarilf  act. 

In  1890  he  became  a  member  of  the  liini  of  Curie,  Smifli  &  Mackie. 
The  lirm  has  a  very  lara'e  jiractice  in  revenue  cases.  While  he  has 
devoted  himself  especially  to  contests  arising  under  the  tariff  law,  with 
which  he  has  familiarized  himself,  Mr.  Smith  at  the  same  time  is  a  gen- 
ei'al  jiractitioner  in  the  law. 

PKLLISSY,  DENIS  ALOYSIUS  (born  in  Ennis,  County  Clare, 
Ireland,  December  lo,  184(')),  is  the  son  of  Denis  Spellissy  and 
Elizabeth  Moloney,  sister  of  Father  Moloney,  an  eminent 
priest,  who  received  medals  from  several  monarchs.  The 
Spell issys  are  a  branch  of  the  Dalcassian  clan,  the  hereditary  body- 
guard of  the  king.  Of  this  clan  was  the  famous  Brian  Born,  subse- 
quently king  of  Ireland,  who  met  and  defeated  the  Danes  in  the  battle 
of  Clontarf,  a.d.  1014. 

Mv.  Spellissy  received  his  early  education  at  Springfield  College, 
an  atliliated  branch  of  the  London  Ihii versify,  in  his  native  town, 
taking  prizes  in  ancient  and  modern  history,  mathematics,  Greek, 
Latin,  and  Fi'ench,  and  subsequently  attended  colleges  in  Galway  and 
Dublin.  For  a  time  he  pursued  a  commercial  life  in  Dublin,  and  coming 
to  New  York  in  1864  found  employment  along  the  same  lines  here. 
While  engaged  in  the  oflice  of  a  prominent  l)roker  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  piesently  entered  the  oflice  of  Congressman  Meade 
to  i)ursue  his  studies.  In  1870  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  com- 
nH'iiced  practice  liere.  Tie  has  enjoyed  a  successful  business,  and  has 
served  as  referee  in  important  cases  by  apiiointment  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  By  the  same  court  he  was  appointed  to  commissions  in  con- 
nection with  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  ptdilic  purposes  and 
the  opening  antl  extension  of  streets  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 
He  has  been  especially  interested  in  the  labor  problem,  and  brought 
many  questions  connected  with  it  before  tlie  courts  for  final  solu- 
tion.    .The  question  of  the  eight-hour  law  he  carried  for  the  dock 
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laborers  to  tlie  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  tenement-house  case  his 
successful  efforts  to  retain  a  tenant  in  possession  of  his  premises 
led  to  a  subsequent  change  of  the  laws.  He  appeared  before  the 
legislative  committee  in   advocacy  of    the  bill   which  effected  this 
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change.  In  1893  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  connection  with  the 
parish  schools,  the  endowment  of  which,  by  the  State,  he  favored, 
drafting  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Spellissy  hiis  :il\v;iys  iiiMiiitiiiiifd  nn  active  iiilcn'st  in  jKilitics  in 
rnniKM-tioii  witli  tiic  Deinoi'iJitic  imi'ly,  and  in  lss'.»  was  tln'  nominee  of 
iiis  parly  I'or  State  Senator  IVoni  liie  eleventii  senatorial  disirict  oT  this 
city. 


C^^f^?^ 


TAFFORD,  DE  WITT  (born  at  Essex,  Essex  County,  New 
York,  July  9,  1S42),  is  the  son  of  James  and  Cecelia  Stafford, 
and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Thomas  Stafford,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  1038,  and  was  one  of  the  first  "settlers  in 
Newjwrt,  Rhode  Island.     He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
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local  academy  of  Essex,  New  York,  and  at  the  Barre  Academy  and 
Fairfax  University,  Vermont,  and  studied  law  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex 
County,  New  York,  with  the  firm  of  Hand  &  Hale,  consisting  of  Hon- 
orable A.  C.  Hand,  Honorable  Matthew  Hale,  and  Honorable  R.  L. 
Hand.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Plattsburgh,  Clinton  County, 
New  York,  in  April,  1867,  and  at  once  began  practice  at  Elizabethtown 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kellog  &  Stafford. 

In  1869  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he  has  been  in  active 
practice  since,  associated  for  more  than  twenty  years  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  De  Groot,  Rawson  &  Stafford.  He  enjoys  a  successful 
practice  and  has  been  connected  with  various  extensive  cases.  He  was 
a  presidential  elector  in  ISSO,  and  was  secretary  of  the  electoral  college, 
of  which  Honorable  Edwin  D.  Morgan  was  j)resident. 


?1TAYT0N,  WILLIAM  H.  (born  in  Smyrna,  Delaware,  March 
28,  1861),  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  graduated 
from  the  Columbian  University  Law  School  of  Washington, 
was   admitted  to   the   bar  at  Washington  and  New   York, 

and  in  May,  1891,  began  practice  in  New  York  City  as  a  member  of 

the  firm  of  Rochfort  &  Stayton. 


TAPLETON,  LUKE  DAMASCUS  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  December  11,  1869),  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Stapleton 
and  Catharine  Quinn.  He  was  educated  at  Saint  James 
Commercial  Academy,  Brooklyn,  and  at  Manhattan  College, 
being  graduated  from  the  former  in  1885  and  from  the  latter  in  1889. 
From  Manhattan  College  he  subsequently  received  the  degree  of 
master  of  arts.  He  Avas  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1891,  having  also  read  law  in  the 
office  of  Pearce  Barnes,  of  New  York  City,  and  with  George  V.  Brower, 
of  Brooklyn.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Brooklyn  in  February, 
1891,  and  at  once  commenced  j)ractice  in  that  city,  Avhere  he  has  since 
continued. 

He  has  given  special  attention  to  criminal  law,  having  appeared  in 
twenty-three  capital  cases,  in  no  one  of  which  has  a  client  been 
executed.  He  was  counsel  for  De  Yito,  the  Italian  banker,  charged 
with  being  the  chief  instigator  of  the  naturalization  frauds,  and 
secured  his  acquittal.  He  was  the  successful  counsel  for  Mrs.  Juliet 
Calhoun  Isham,  granddaughter  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  who  was  de- 
fendant in  the  famous  Isham  divorce  case,  Mr.  C.  J.  Patterson  being 
associated  with  him,  while  Tracy  &  Peckham  and  Warner  &  Perkins 
were  counsel  for  the  plaintiff.  He  also  defended  Servant,  who  shot 
Cora  Chairman,  wife  of  Hawley  Chapman,  the  insane  actor. 

Mr.  Stapleton  is  prominent  in  connection  with  the  Democratic 
organization  of  Kings  County,  being  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
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iiiitteo.  Ill  ISS.-)  he  was  ni^t^d  for  flic  ollice  of  district  iittoiney,  but 
declined  to  licconie  a  candidate.  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  con- 
freres on  hclialf  of  the  re<iiilar  organization  to  meet  E.  M.  Shepard  to 
harmonize  the  Democratic  party  of  the  county.     He  is  a  member  of 


the  Manhattan  Alumni   Association,  the  Associated  Classes  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  of  the  Medico-Legal  Society. 
In  1893  he  was  married  to  Katharine  F.  Nowlen. 
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ITEELE,  HIRAM  ROS^YELL  (born  at  Stanstead,  Canada, 
near  the  Vermont  line,  July  10,  1842),  is  of  New  England 
ancestry,  his  parents  having  been  born  in  Vermont,  in  which 
State  he  received  his  education.  After  preparing  for  college 
he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Honorable  Benjamin  H. 
Steele,  late  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont.  In  1862  he  entered 
Company  K,  Tenth  Vermont  infantry,  and  served  with  his  regiment 
until  wounded  May  12,  186i,  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House.  On  May 
18,  1S61-,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  a  captain  and  com- 
missary of  subsistence  and  ordered  to  duty  in  the  department  of  the 
Gulf.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  chief  comznissary  of  the  southern 
district  of  Mississippi,  with  headquarters  at  Natchez,  Mississippi. 

He  remained  in  the  South  and  in  1868  began  the  practice  of  law  at 
St.  Joseph,  Louisiana.  He  filled  successively  the  offices  of  district 
attorney,  assistant  attorney-general,  judge  of  the  parish  court,  judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  at  New  Orleans,  and  an  unexpired  term  as 
attorney-general  of  Louisiana.  He  came  to  New  York  in  1890  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  law  as  a  member  of  the  finn  of  Steele  &  Dick- 
son.   He  is  a  trustee  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company. 

In  1877  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Porter,  of  Brooklyn,  by  whom  he 
has  five  children,  all  born  at  Natchez,  Mississippi. 


!  TEPHENS,  GEORGE  W.  (born  at  Coeymans,  Albany  County, 
New  Y^ork,  February  22,  1844),  was  graduated  from  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  stand- 
ing third  in  his  class.  Two  years  later  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  and  admitted  to  the  bar,  having 
spent  one  year  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  William  E.  Curtis,  afterward 
chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Since  his 
admission  Mr.  Stephens  has  been  an  active  practitioner  in  New  Y'ork 
City.  From  1877  to  1893  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Foster  & 
Stephens.  Since  the  dissolution  of  that  firm  in  the  latter  year  he  has 
practiced  alone. 

He  has  been  chiefly  engaged  in  the  provinces  of  municipal,  commercial, 
and  real  estate  law.  For  many  years  he  has  acted  on  one  side  or  the  other 
in  most  of  the  lawsuits  relating  to  the  afl'airs  of  Long  Island  City.  His 
greatest  success  has  been  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  He  has  the  remark- 
able record  of  having  argued  as  appellant's  counsel  eleven  distinct 
appeals  in  that  court,  obtaining  eight  reversals,  while  in  two  of  the 
other  three  appeals  the  affirmance  was  by  a  divided  court.  In  the 
same  period  he  argued  a  still  larger  number  of  appeals  as  counsel  for 
the  respondent,  and  succeeded  in  all  of  them  but  one.  He  now  holds 
the  responsible  position  of  change  of  grade  commissioner  for  the 
twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  wards  of  this  city  to  assess  the  dam- 


'•^^fe^ 


IIIsroRY    (IK    'IIIK    liKNCll     AMI    I!  A  K    <il'    XKW     VOIIK 


359 


ages  sustiiiiird  liy  indiM'ity  lidldfis  by  llic  sinking  oi  the  traclis  of  the 
New  York  A:  llarlcni  Ivailroiul.  'I'lic  <'l:iinis  Ix't'orc  tliis  roriiniission 
aggregate  si'veral  millions  of  dollars. 


Mr.  Stevens  lias  appeared  in  not  a  few  cases  of  great  importance  and 
involving  interesting  questions  of  law. 
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TERN,  SIMOjST  H.  (born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  October  13, 
1847),  is  the  son  of  Meyer  Stern  and  Diana  Hunt.  During 
his  infancjr  his  parents  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  continued  in  the  private  school  of  Doctor  Quackeubos, 
of  New  York.  His  legal  studies  were  pursued  in  the  office  of  Henry 
Morrison,  of  this  city,  and  in  the  Columbia  College  Law  School  under 
Professor  Dwight.  In  April,  1869,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New 
Y^ork  City,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  practice. 

As  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Stern  &  Rushmore,  he  is  at  the 
head  of  a  large  clientage.  He  carries  on  litigations  of  a  civil  and  mer- 
cantile nature,  affecting  the  interests  of  bankers  and  merchants  of  the 
city,  and  involving  large  interests.  He  has  refused  to  ally  himself 
with  anything  of  a  public  nature  outside  of  the  strict  lines  of  his 
profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Y^'ork,  Lawyers',  and  other 
prominent  clubs. 


]TERNE,  SIMON  (born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  July 
23,  1839),  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Regina  Sterne.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Philadelphia  public  schools,  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  University  of  Heidelberg  and 
other  European  universities.  He  studied  law  in  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  June 
6,  18.59,  and  also  in  the  offices  of  John  H.  Markland  and  Judge  Shars- 
wood,  of  Philadelphia.  He  began  practice  at  Philadelphia  in  1859, 
but  shortly  afterward  removed  to  New  Y'ork  City,  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  June,  1860,  and  where  he  has  practiced  since. 

Mr.  Sterne  was  the  counsel  for  the  bondholders  in  the  Louisiana 
bond  case  before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  ;  was  counsel  for 
New  Y'ork  City  in  various  suits  arising  out  of  the  Tweed  ring  frauds 
to  recover  interest  moneys  from  various  banks ;  was  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  litigation  known  as  the  New  York  City  sinking  fund 
case  :  was  appointed  in  1879  counsel  for  the  Assembly  committee  of 
New  Y'ork  to  investigate  the  alleged  abuses  in  the  management  of  the 
railroads  of  the  State ;  was  counsel  of  the  interstate  commerce  com- 
mission in  its  suits  against  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  and 
against  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company  ;  was  formerly  coun- 
sel of  the  Central  Crosstown  Railroad  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and 
for  many  years  has  been  general  counsel  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railway  Company  and  its  affiliated  lines.  The  Assembly  inves- 
tigation in  1 879,  referred  to  above,  was  conducted  by  him  for  a  period 
of  over  eight  months,  five  volumes  of  testimony  being  taken.  This 
investigation  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  board  of  railroad 
commissioners,  and  in  many  other  reforms  in  connection  with  railroad 
management  in  this  State.    He  was  also  consulted  by  the  Cullom 
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Senate  coiiiinitlcc  on  coiiiiiierfe  in  issdand  iss",  and  dral'tt'd  sonir  ol' 
the  important  provisions  of  the  iiit('rst;il<'  conitnerce  act  passed  on  tiie 
recommenciation  of  lli.ii  coiiiniiili'i'. 

He  was  the  sccri'l;irv  of  the  rcloini  cnniniittee  of  seventy  in  1N7(l  and 


187J,and  a  member  of  the  committee  of  i-eventy  appointed  in  1894. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed  by  Governor  Tilden  in 
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1875  to  devise  a  plan  of  government  for  the  cities  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  appointed  in  1887  by  President  Cleveland  to  investigate 
and  report  on  the  railroads  of  Europe.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Morton  a  member  of  a  commission  to  recommend  changes  in 
the  method  of  legislation  in  this  State.  He  is  the  anthor  of  a  book  on 
"  Representative  Government,"  a  work  on  the  "  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  and  of  the  articles  on  "Administration  of  American 
Cities,"  "  Legislation,"  "  Monopolies,"  "  Railways,"  and  "  Representa- 
tion "  in  Lalor's  "  Cyclopedia  of  Political  Science  and  United  States 
History."  

ITEVENS,  MORRIS  PUTNAM  (born  at  Clifton,  Baltimore 
County,  Maryland — now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Baltimore — 
June  li,  1867),  is  the  son  of  Honorable  Francis  Putnam 
Stevens  and  Alexina  Bouldin.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Baltimore,  also  attending  the  Baltimore  City  College  and 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  studied  law  with  his  father,  was  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Maryland  in  1888,  and 
in  1895  received  an  honorary  degree  from  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Baltimore,  June  14,  1888,  and  for  two 
years  practiced  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Francis  P.  Stevens  &  Son. 
Since  1890  he  has  practiced  in  New  York  City,  both  as  the  representa- 
tive of  that  firm  and  in  association  with  Alonzo  C.  Farnham,  under  the 
firm  style  of  Farnham  &  Stevens. 


FlTE\A^\RT,  IRA  BLISS  (born  in  Batavia,  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  October  28,  1855),  is  the  son  of  Reuben  Nelson 
Stewart  and  Harriet  Dewey  Ford,  both  of  old  New  England 
families.  His  early  education  was  confined  to  the  public 
schools  of  Batavia,  in  which  he  apjilied  himself  so  closely  as  to  attract 
attention  in  the  community.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  about  pre- 
pared for  college,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  undertake  his  own  support. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  mercantile  life,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  Myron  H.  Peck,  of  Batavia,  to  j^ursue  a 
course  of  legal  study,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  as  attorney  in  October,  1878,  and  at  Bufi'alo  as  attorney  and 
counselor-at-law  in  June,  1879.  Practicing  for  a  brief  period  in 
Batavia,  he  removed  to  New  York  City  in  the  fall  of  1880,  where  he 
has  since  built  up  a  thriving  practice,  giving  especial  attention  to 
mercantile  law. 

He  has  been  counsel  in  many  intricate  mercantile  cases,  and  has 
aiipeared  in  important  cases  in  general  practice.  He  is  counsel  for 
several  large  corjjorations  and  mercantile  houses,  and  is  frequently 
consulted  by  many  .older  attorneys.  Along  literary  lines  he  has  fur- 
nished the  legal  ground-work  for  several  novels. 
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Vov  tliffi'  vfiiis  111'  li;is  hrcii  trciisin'cr  :ui(l  one  of  tlif  lidiird  of 
luaiiaiicrs  of  I  he  l'',iii|iin'  Sinic  Society  of  tlic  Sons  ol  the  Aiiici-ic"in 
litn'oliitioii,  mid  for  iiliont  ilie  siiiiie  iicriod  li;is  been  a  vestryman  in 
Saini  Mallliew's   I'rdieslaiil  l-lpiscdiial  Clinrcli  of  New  York  City.     In 
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1890  lie  was  married  to  the  youngest  daughter  of  Honorable  benjamin 
Franklin  Hall,  chief  justice  of  Colorado  by  appointment  of  President 
Lincoln, 


364  HISTORY    OF   THE   BENCH   AND   BAR   OF   NEW   TOEK 

]TICKNEY,  ALBERT  (born  in  Boston,  February  1,  1839),  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1859  and  from  the  Har- 
vard Law  School  in  1862.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  as 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Forty-seventh  Massachusetts  vol- 
unteers, campaigning  in  Louisiana  on  the  staff  of  Major- General 
Banks,  and  as  inspector-general  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Wil- 
liam H.  Emory.  He  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  on 
the  Ojielousas  Railroad,  between  New  Orleans  and  Brashear  City,  in  May 
and  June,  1863,  and  of  the  United  States  forces  engaged  at  Lafourche 
Crossing  against  Confederates  under  Colonel  Major  on  Jnne  19,  20,  and 
21,  1863.  After  the  war  he  came  to  Kew  York,  and  was  clerk  in  the 
ofiice  of  Evarts,  Southmayd  &  Choate.  Siiice  1866  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  this  city. 

He  was  counsel  in  the  prosecution  of  the  claims  against  the  United 
States  government  for  the  proceeds  of  the  cotton  seized  by  General 
Sherman's  army  at  Savannah  at  the  close  of  the  march  to  the  seacoast ; 
one  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  of  judges  Barnard,  Cardozo,  and 
McCunn  in  1871  and  1872  ;  with  Mr.  O'Conor  and  Mr.  Carter  one  of 
the  counsel  in  the  Jumel  litigation  ;  counsel  for  the  Erie  investigating 
committee  in  18Y3 ;  counsel  for  General  Gouverneur  K.  Warren  in 
the  years  1880  and  1881  before  a  military  court  of  inquiry  composed  of 
Generals  Hancock,  Newton,  and  Augur,  in  the  matter  of  the  removal 
of  General  Warren  by  General  Sheridan  from  the  command  of  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps  at  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  resulting  in  General 
Warren's  vindication  ;  with  Mr.  Choate  was  counsel  for  General  Ces- 
nola  and  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  the  litigation  as  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  Cesnola  Cyprus  collection  in  1883  ;  was  counsel  in 
the  litigations  as  to  the  Broadway  surface  railroad  in  1886  and  1887  ; 
was  counsel  for  Jacob  Sharp  in  his  trial  for  bribery  in  1887,  where  his 
conviction  was  reversed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Bar  Association  committee  which  investigated  and  reported  on 
the  acts  of  Judge  Maynard  as  to  the  Dutchess  County  election  returns 
in  1891. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Harvard,  Commonwealth,  University,  and 
Downtown  clubs,  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  American  Geo- 
graphical Society,  and  the  committee  of  seventy  of  1894. 


|WEEZY,  RICHARD  LELAND  (born  in  Riverhead,  Suffolk 
County,  New  York,  June  15, 1853),  is  the  son  of  Isaac  Sweezy 
and  Sarah  Perkins,  and  descended  from  John  Sweezy,  one  of 
the  company  who  settled  the  town  of  Southold  about  1640. 
His  great-grandfather,  Richard  Sweezy,  was  born  in  1721  and  died  in 
1812  near  Riverhead.  Mr.  Sweezy  was  educated  in  the  Riverhead 
public  school,  grammar  school  number  49,  New  York  City,  and  in 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  being  graduated  from  the  latter 
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in  1S7-1.     Il«;  rvad   l:i\v  with  ^Fiui  &  Pnrsons,  of  this  city,  find  was  ad- 
inittcd  to  till'  New  Voik  bar  in  October,  I87(;. 

He  at  once  comMicnced  practice  and  soon  cstablislicd  an  excellent 
business.     Sincr   ISSH  he   lias  been  a   iiniiibci'  of  tiie  linn  of  Glover, 


Sweezy  &  Glover.  He  has  appeared  in  a  number  of  important  cases. 
These  include  tlie  cases  of  Gilman  rs.  i\rcArdle  (99  N.  Y.  iol),  involving 
the  subject  of  religious  uses  and  trusts,  and  the  recent  King  habeas 
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corpus  case  (64  Federal  Rep.  325,  321),  where  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  courts  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  upon  the  ground 
of  diverse  citizenship  was  passed  upon.  From  1891  to  1894  he  was 
president  of  the  Associate  Alumni  of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  in  1896  was  ajjpointed  by  the  mayor  of  NeAv  York  as  an 
inspector  of  schools. 


JIISTOUY    OK   TUIO    IJKNCII    AND    HAR    Ol'    NKW    VOKK 


307 


AFT.  KNOS  NELSON  (l)Ofn  in  ^r.-niloii,  >r:issnrhn.setts,  Au- 
iiust  1"J,  18-J(i),  is  the  son  of  Lcoiinrd  nnd  Miutlia  'l';ift.  He 
traces  his  descent  Iroin  ancestors  wlio  cnnif  Ironi  I'lni^dand  to 
New  I'jiii'land  in  caiiy  colonial  days,  lie  attendi-d  tlic  dis- 
trict scliools  and  the  lii.nh  school  of  Mcinlon  a  portion  of  cacli  year, 
employing  tin-  ivniaindcr  of  his  litnc  njion  his  father's  farm. 

He  was  jjrepared  for  college  at  Worcester  Academy,  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  and  in  IS.") I  was  graduated  from  Yale  College,  receiving 
later  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  1  le  was  also  graduated  from  the 
Yale  Law  School,  and  was  adnutted  to  the  Coniu'cticnt  bar  at  New 
Haven  in  18.'):!.  In  l<'ehi  nary,  isr)4,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York 
bar  in  this  city,  where  he  began  practice  March  I,  1854,  and  where  he 
has  since  continned. 

Mr.  Taft  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  practice,  and  has  a])peared  as 
counsel  in  many  interesting  and  imi)ortant  cases.  Some  of  these  cases 
have  involved  questions  at  law  of  a  unique  character. 

From  1872  to  1887  he  was  in  pai-tnei\ship  with  Honorable  Erastus  C. 
Benedict  and  Kobert  1).  Benedict.  Soon  afterward  his  son,  Theodore 
M.  Taft,  became  his  partner.  This  association  continues  to  the  present 
time.  Mandi  11.  ls;io,  he  was  appointed  United  States  commissioner 
for  the  .southern  district  of  New  Yoi'k.  In  18('.0  he  was  nnirried  to 
.lidia  M.  Feet,  sistei-  of  the  well-known  lawyer,  William  Peet,  and  has 
living  two  sons  antl  three  daughters. 


.VPT,  THEODORE  MUNGER  (born  in  Brooklyn,  New  Y^ork, 
October  31,  ISC.a),  is  the  son  of  Enos  Nelson  Taft  (subject  of 
the  sketch  i)receding)  and  .Inlia  M.  Peet. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Adelphi  Academy,  Brooklyn,  New 
Y'oik,  and  Block  Hall  School,  Lyme,  Connecticut,  being  prepared  lor 
college  in  the  latter  institution.  He  entered  Williams  College,  and 
was  graduated  in  1880. 

]\rr.  Taft  studied  law  witli  his  father,  entered  Cobunbia  College  Law 
School  in  the  fall  of  1887,  was  graduated  in  1889,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  Y'ork,  in  May,  1889. 

Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Taft  has  been  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  law  in  New  York  City  in  partnership  with  his 
father. 
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AGGART,  WILLIAM   RUSH  (born  in   Smitliville,  Wayne 
County,   OMo,   September    i,   1849),  is   the    son    of  Doctor 
William  Wirt  and  Margaret  M.  Taggart,  his  father  being  a 
native  of  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  his  mother  of  Stark 
County,  in  the  same  State,  both  descended  from  Scotch-L'ish  ancestry. 


His  father  was  a  successful  physician.     Mr.  Taggart  attended  the  local 
district  schools  and  the  Wooster,  Ohio,  high  school,  as  well  as  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  W'ooster,  from  whicli  he  w:iw  ^nidiiaied  in  .liiiic,  1K7I.  \\>' 
studied  Imw  witli  ironoi'Mhle  Martin  Wallcerand  Charles  M.  Vo(uuii,  of 
Woostei',  Oluo,  and  was  graduated  i'loni  the  Law  School  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  iMichigan  at  Ann  Arbor  in  March,  1875.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Tidin,  Oiiio,  in  April,  ISTn,  and  practiced  for  a  sliort  time  at 
Woostcr,  but  removed  in  November,  IST"),  to  h^aleni,  Ohio,  and  entered 
tile  sei'vice  of  I  lie  Pennsylvania  Uailroad  Company  upon  its  North- 
western system  in  Ohio. 

In  ISS7  Mr.  Taggart  removed  to  New  York  City,  and  was  connected 
with  tiic  law  lirm  of  Dillon  &  Svvayne  until  the  spring  of  1S!)1,  when 
he  was  apiioinb>(l  solicitor  of  the  Western  Tiiion  Telegra])h  Com- 
pany, in  charge  of  the  litigations  of  that  company  in  New  York  City. 
He  was  connected  with  the  Waliash,  St.  Lonis  &  Pacific  foreclosure 
proceedings  njion  the  lines  east  of  the  ]\Iissi^siI)pi  Kiver,  and  the  re- 
organization of  those  lines,  and  was  counsel  in  the  case  of  Sturges  vs. 
the  Pennsylvania  Company,  and  in  the  recent  notorious  case  of  Wil- 
liam R.  Laidlaw  ps.  Kii.s.sell  Sage.  He  is  also  attorney  for  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Com])any  in  the  suits  instituted  by  the  United  States 
to  cancel  contracts  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  with  the 
Uni(ra  Pacific-  Railway  Comjtany,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, the  Central  Pacific  Railway  Cominmy,  and  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company. 

In  1872  and  \Sl'.i  he  was  connected  with  the  United  States  Geological 
Surve}^  

.VYLOR,  HOWARD  AUGUSTUS  (born  in  New  York  City, 
November  2:i,  1S()5),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Augustus  Taylor 
and  Catherine  Augusta  Osborn,  of  early  New  England 
ancestry  on  both  sides.  All  of  his  ancestral  lines  were  es- 
tablished in  New  England  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  Osborns 
are  from  Salem,  Massa(diusetts  ;  the  Taylors  from  Taylor  Hill,  Con- 
necticut. Tli(»  old  Taylor  homestead,  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  below  Middletown,  has  been  in  the  family  since  K548,  and  is 
still  Mr.  Taylor's  sunuiier  home.  From  Taylor  Hill  his  father  came 
to  New  York  City  in  1828. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  attained  prominence  at  the  bar  of  New  York  City 
within  the  brief  space  of  eight  years  of  professional  life.  He  was 
prepared  for  college  at  Saint  Paul's  school.  Concord,  New  Hampshire, 
which  he  entered  at  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  lS8ti.  At  college  he  was  xirominent  in  athletics, 
notably  excelling  as  a  tennis  player  and  repeatedly  winning  for  his 
college  the  inter-collegiate  tennis  championship.  In  1884-  he  also  won 
the  National  Association  tennis  matches  at  Newport,  and  many  minor 
events.  Since  his  professional  career  begun,  these  athletics  are  no 
longer  pursued. 

After  graduating,  Mr.  Taylor  followed  the  newspaper  business  for  a 
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short  time,  serving  as  a  reporter  on  the  jSTew  York  Tribune.  The  work 
being  uncongenial,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  but  without  attending 
a  law  school.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  as  a  student  in  the  office 
of  his  present  partner,  Mr.  William  B.  Hornblower,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1888.  In  1890  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  the  pres- 
ent style  of  which  is  Hornblower,  Byrne,  Taylor  &  Miller.  Under  Mr. 
Hornblower's  guidance  he  earlj^  acquired  an  exceptionally  good  work- 
ing acquaintance  with  active  practice,  finding  time  after  the  day's 
work  to  lay  the  foundations  of  his  laresent  knowledge  of  legal  j^rin- 
ciples.  From  the  outset  he  displayed  quick  and  penetrative  insight 
and  a  power  of  concentration.  His  briefs  are  direct,  simple,  and  lucid. 
The  first  litigations  in  which  he  appeared  prominently  before  the 
courts  were  in  connection  with  the  Grant  &  Ward  failure,  in  which 
with  Mr.  Hornblower  he  represented  the  receiver  of  that  firm.  One  suit 
was  against  the  Aronsons,  managers  of  the  Casino,  who  were  eventually 
compelled  to  pay  a  large  judgment  after  carrying  the  case  to  the  Court 
of  Apijeals.  In  the  Lipman  cases  he  succeeded  in  both  State  and  Fed- 
eral courts  in  upholding  the  rights  of  holders  of  "  open  "  warehouse 
receipts  as  against  "  trust  receipts "  fraudulently  issued  for  the  same 
goods.  In  the  Saratoga  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Company  foreclosure 
cases,  the  courts,  in  accord  with  his  contentions,  have  enforced  the 
rights  of  bond-holders  as  rigorously  as  in  any  foreclosure  in  the  State. 
The  litigation  conducted  by  him  against  Horace  K.  Thurber  was  the 
subject  of  much  comment  in  the  press  at  the  time,  as  the  merchant 
was  thought  to  have  been  severely  treated  until  the  contrary  was 
proved  in  the  courts.  In  the  Fayerweather  will  contest  he  was  one  of 
the  counsel  at  the  trial.  In  each  Federal  jury  term  he  is  to  be  found 
trying  some  case  on  a  mercantile  or  corporation  contract,  the  practice 
of  his  firm  in  the  United  States  courts  being  extensive.  At  the  pres- 
ent writing  he  is  engaged  in  a  hotly  contested  litigation  before  Judge 
Choate  involving  the  well-known  Merzbacher  frauds  upon  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Comj)any,  Mr.  Albert  Stickney  being  the  opposing 
counsel. 

fOWNSEND,  WILLIAM  KNEELAND  (born  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  June  12,  1849),  is  the  son  of  James  Mulford 
Townsend  and  Maria  Clark,  both  of  New  Haven.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1871,  studied  law  with  Hon- 
orable Simeon  E.  Baldwin,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  of 
Connecticut,  was  graduated  from  Yale  Law  School  in  1874,  and  subse- 
quently received  the  degrees  of  master  of  laws  in  1878  and  doctor  of 
laws  in  1880. 

After  liis  admission  to  the  bar  in  June,  1874,  he  engaged  in  practice 
in  New  Haven,  and  was  corporation  counsel  for  that  city  from  1889  to 
1891.  Since  1881  he  has  been  professor  of  contracts  in  Yale  Law 
School,  and  since  1892  has  been  United  States  district  judge.    His 
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iiifcivstinu'  cases  include  tlie  Mayor  of  Now  York  City  ??.<?.  Natlianiel 
iSands,  counsel  for  New  Yoik  City  and  the  People  ol'  N(!W  York  v.s: 
The  New  Yoik,  New  Haven  &  Hart  lord  Hailroad  Company.  He  is 
the  author  ol'  "  The  Connecticut  Civil  Odicer,"  "Practice  Act  and 
Notes,"  and  various  magazine  articles. 


RACY,  BENJA]\riN  FRANKLIN  (born  in  Owego,  Tioga 
County,  New  York,  Ajiril  20,  1830),  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Tracy,  a  farmer,  whose  family  came  originally  from  Ireland, 
settled  in  Vermont,  removing  later  to  Massachusetts,  and 
finally  to  New  York.  He  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  until  sixteen 
years  old,  attending  the  common  schools  and  Owego  Academy.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  began  the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  Davis  & 
"Warner  at  Owego,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  18.-)1.  He  was 
in  active  practice  in  Owego  for  ten  years,  being  successfully  pitted 
against  the  veteran  lawyers  of  the  county.  In  November,  1853,  he 
was  elected  district  attorney  of  Tioga  County,  being  the  only  candidate 
on  the  AVhig  ticket  elected.  Three  years  later  he  was  re-elected  for  a 
second  term.  He  was  active  in  connection  with  the  formation  of  tlie 
Republican  party  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  became  one  of  its  local 
leaders. 

In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  was  instrumental  in  the 
election  of  Henry  J.  Raymond  as  speaker,  and  was  made  chairman  of 
several  of  the  most  important  committees.  With  George  Dawson,  of 
the  Albany  Epeninr/  Journal,  he  was  active  in  bringing  about  an 
alliance  between  the  war  Democrats  and  the  Republicans.  Authorized 
July  22,  1862,  to  raise  a  regiment  in  his  district,  in  less  than  two  weeks 
he  reported  his  regiment  full  and  was  appointed  colonel.  Receiving 
authority,  he  also  raised  another  regiment  within  a  month,  and  would 
have  raised  a  third,  but  was  not  authorized.  His  regiment  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  defense  of  Washington,  and 
later  in  northern  Virginia.  It  afterward  formed  part  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Vii'ginia  campaign  of 
1864.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  the  brigade  was  on  the  extreme 
right,  and  took  part  in  some  of  the  heaviest  fighting  of  the  day.  Under 
the  heavy  lire  a  portion  of  the  line  gave  way.  At  this  critical  moment 
Colonel  Tracy  seized  the  colors  and  carried  his  men  foi'ward  with  a 
charge.  This  movement  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  works,  and  for 
his  gallantry  he  was  awarded  a  medal  of  honor.  Soon  after,  being 
prostrated  by  sickness  and  sent  home,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  but 
in  the  fall  re-entered  the  service  as  colonel  in  command  of  the  im- 
portant post  at  Elniira,  New  York,  where  there  were  a  large  number  of 
Confederate  prisoners  and  a  camp  and  di'aft  rendezvous.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  resigned,  having  been  commissioned  brigadier- general. 
July  1,  1865,  General  Tracy  entered  the  law  lirm  of  Benedict,  Burr  & 


373  HISTORY   OF  THE  BENCH   AND   BAR   OF   NEW  TORK 

Benedict,  of  New  York.  Six  months  later  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Brooklyn,  whei'e  he  continued  to  reside  for  many  years. 
October  1,  1866,  he  was  appointed  United  States  attorney  for  the 
eastern  district  of  New  York,  and  at  once  declared  war  against  illicit 
distilling  carried  on  through  official  connivance.  He  convicted  and 
sent  to  prison  violators  of  the  law  in  office  and  out  of  office  and 
stamped  out  the  business.  In  1868  he  was  frequently  consulted  on  the 
subject  of  revenue  legislation,  and  drafted  for  the  Congressional  com- 
mittee the  law  relating  to  distilled  spirits,  which  became  the  founda- 
tion of  our  present  internal  revenue  system. 

Absorbed  in  his  practice  during  the  eight  years  following,  General 
Tracy  rapidly  attained  a  recognized  place  among  the  leaders  of  the  bar. 
His  attention  was  given  both  to  civil  and  criminal  cases.  He  was 
associated  with  William  M.  Evarts,  Thomas  G.  Shearman,  and  John  K. 
Porter  in  defense  of  the  famous  suit  brought  against  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  by  Theodore  Tilton,  delivering  the  opening  address  on  his 
side,  and  with  Mr.  Evails  conducting  the  cross-examination  of  the  two 
principal  witnesses,  Tilton  and  Moulton.  He  was  also  counsel  for 
Judge  Charles  L.  Benedict  in  the  interesting  suit  of  Lange  »5.  Benedict 
(73  N".  Y.  12)  to  recover  damages  for  a  sentence  imposed  by  Judge 
Benedict  in  a  trial  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  having  declared  that  the  judge  had  exceeded 
Ms  power.  It  was  held,  however,  that,  being  a  judge  of  a  court  of 
general  jurisdiction,  he  was  not  liable  for  a  judicial  act  in  a  matter 
within  his  jurisdiction,  although  the  act  was  excessive.  Other  interest- 
ing cases  were  the  contest  between  Daly  and  Livingston  for  the  surro- 
gate's office  in  Brooklyn  ;  the  People  vs.  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  of  Brooklyn,  in  which  he  convicted  the  board  and  turned  them 
out  of  office  ;  the  People  vs.  the  Commissioners  of  Charities,  securing 
a  reversal  for  the  commissioners  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  after  their 
conviction  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  suit  of  Kingsley  and  Keaney, 
contractors,  against  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  for  whom  he  recovered  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  During  this  x^eriod  he  also  appeared  for 
the  defense  in  five  murder  trials,  in  four  of  which  he  secured  an 
acquittal. 

On  December  8,  1881,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Cornell  to  the 
seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  made  vacant  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Judge  Folger  and  the  assignment  of  Judge  Andrews  as  chief 
judge.  He  occupied  this  position  until  succeeded  through  the  elec- 
tion of  Chief  Judge  Ruger,  January  1,  1SS3.  His  opinions  appear  in 
volumes  88,  89,  and  98  of  the  New  York  reports.  The  important  cases 
in  which  he  wrote  the  opinion  of  the  court  include  Story  vs.  the  New 
York  Elevated  Railroad  Company  (90  N.  Y.  122),  establishing  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  law  applying  to  damages  to  abutting  property, 
which  have  been  regarded  as  controlling  in  these  cases  ever  since ;  Stew- 
art vs.  the  Brooklyn  Crosstown  Railroad  Company  (90  N.  Y.  588),  main- 
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tainiiif?  flu'  lialiilily  ol'  a  (•oinnioii  cairici',  under  liis  rontract,  fur  injury 
to  ])assiMif;-t'rs  aiisinf;-  IVoni  tlii'  willl'ul  niisconduct  of  his  cmiiloyee ; 
«oo(iait>  v'.v.  Lawivncc  (ss  N.  Y.  51:!);  Tiiorp  /\s:  'I'liorp  (90  N.  Y.  603), 
deciding  that  a  niarria,utM't)ntract<'d  in  aiiotiicr  State,  if  valid  tlicre,  is 
valid  ht'iv,  even  thoui,di  the  jjarties  remove  i'or  the  ])urpose  of  evading 
the  laws  of  this  State  ;  Conger  v.i.  Duryea  (!>0  N.  Y.  595),  involving  the 
principle  lliat  an  acceptance  of  rent  by  a  lessor,  after  knowledge  of  a 
breacii  of  tlie  covenant  on  tlie  lessee's  part,  was  a  waiver  of  the  for- 
f(»ituiv  an<l  an  allirniancc  of  tlic  lease  ;  Ellis  i\s:  lloorman  (90  N.  Y.  4(57), 
;ii;  iinpni  iiiiil  (Msr  in  mortgage  law  ;  Smedis  v.s.  the  Brooklyn  &  Rock- 
away  IUmcIi  Railroad  ('oni]iany  (SS  N.  Y.  l:'.),  involving  theqnestion  of 
tlie  duty  of  a  traveler  ajiproaching  a  railway  ciossing  to  look  and 
listen  fill-  an  ai>pioaching  train;  Siieldon  11.  I'>.  Company  vs.  Eick 
Meter  11.  B.  M.  Company  (90  N.  Y.  (iOT),  involving  tlie  doctrine 
of  equit:d)le  esto]ipi>l.  and  Trustees  of  tiie  Academy  vs.  Keclmie,  the 
last  case  in  winch  In-  wroti"  an  opinion,  involving  an  interesting  point 
in  mortgage  law.  I'pon  leaving  the  (^ourl  of  Appeals  lie  resumed  the 
jiraclice  of  law,  apjiearing  as  counsel  in  many  important  cases.  These 
included  a  reversa!  in  the  Conrt  of  Appeals  on  the  gi-ound  of  error  in 
the  case  of  Alderman  McQuade,  convicted  of  bribery. 

For  many  years  (feiieral  Tracy  had  been  active  in  Republican  politics 
in  the  city  of  I'.i  nolxiyn.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  con- 
vention wliicii  nominated  Garfield  for  the  ]iresi(lency,  being  one  of  the 
famous  "  ."iiti;"  who  held  out  to  the  end  for  the  nomination  of  General 
Grant.  In  1881  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  mayor  of  Brook- 
lyn, and  by  his  withdrawal  in  favor  of  Setli  Low  insured  the  inaugura- 
tion of  a  reform  government.  In  1SS2  he  was  a  candidate  for  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  second  department,  on  the  Folger  ticket,  and 
shared  in  that  overwhelming  defeat,  though  receiving  23,000  more 
votes  than  tin'  I'est  of  the  ticket.  In  1889  he  was  chosen  as  secretary 
of  the  navy  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Harrison,  his  name  having  been 
found  (111  both  lists  of  acceptable  persons  submitted  by  the  rival 
Republican  factions  in  this  State.  His  success  in  the  administration 
of  the  navy  deiiartment  is  universally  recognized.  Taking  up  the  work 
of  naval  reconstruction  where  Secretary  Whitney  had  left  it  and 
striking  out  in  new  paths  he  .succeeded  in  giving  the  United  States  the 
nucleus  of  a  navy  second  to  no  other  in  the  world  in  the  character  of  its 
ships.  The  tliree  types  of  ship  projected  and  constructed  during  his 
administration,  repivs(Mi(ed  by  the  battleshi])  fiidiaiia,  the  armored 
cruiser  Xcic^  York,  and  the  ])rdtected  cruiser  VoJuiiihia,  are  recognized 
the  world  over  as  the  most  successful  types  of  war  vessels  at  the 
])resent  day.  His  administration  also  witnessed  the  creation  and  de- 
velopment of  the  naval  militia,  and  was  characterized  by  reforms  both 
in  the  methods  of  employing  labor  at  navy  yards,  which  had  hitherto 
been  the  seat  of  itolitictd  corrupti(m,  and  in  the  purchase  of  siqiplies 
and  the  methods  of  account  and  disbursement  of  the  public  funds.     As 
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a  member  of  the  cabinet  he  also  boldly  enunciated  the  principles  of 
international  law  governing  the  right  of  asylnm  in  foreign  ports  in  the 
Barrundia  case,  and  drew  up  a  definition  of  neutral  duties  as  applied 
to  the  commanders  of  vessels  of  war  during  the  Chilian  revolution. 
The  position  finally  adopted  by  this  government  in  reference  to  the 
Behring  Sea  question  was  first  suggested  and  outlined  by  him.  He 
contributed  a  notable  article  to  the  North  American  Review  during 
the  i^endency  of  the  discussion,  in  which  he  took  the  ground  that  the 
right  of  protection  of  the  seals  is  a  consequence  of  the  right  of  property 
of  the  United  States  in  the  seals  themselves.  Ex-Secretary  of  State 
John  W.  Foster,  in  an  article  in  the  North  American  Review  for 
December,  1895,  said  : 

The  right  of  protection  or  property  in  the  seals,  which  in  the  judgment  of  the 
counsel  of  the  United  States  became  the  leading  if  not  the  only  defense  of  the 
seizures,  was  not  advanced  in  the  legal  proceedings  of  1887,  and  was  not  mooted 
until  a  late  stage  of  Mr.  Blaine's  controversy  vsdth  Lord  Salisbury.  The  chief  credit 
for  the  development  of  this  point  is  due  to  Mr.  Tracy,  secretary  of  the  navy,  who 
submitted  a  paper  of  rare  legal  ability  on  the  subject  to  the  president. 

At  the  end  of  the  Harrison  administration  General  Tracy  resumed 
the  practice  of  law,  and  has  been  counsel  in  a  number  of  important 
cases.  He  took  the  leading  part  in  the  prosecution  of  John  Y.  McKane, 
who  was  convicted  and  sent  to  prison,  the  attem]Dt  to  reverse  this 
judgment  on  appeal  proving  unsuccessfnl.  He  defended  Erastus 
Wiman,  indicted  for  forgery,  and  finally  obtained  a  triumphant  vic- 
tory in  the  Court  of  Appeals  (146  N.  Y.  29).  He  also  defended  the 
sheriff  of  New  York,  indicted  for  criminal  negligence  in  permitting  the 
escaj)e  of  certain  Federal  prisoners  from  Ludlow  Street  jail,  securing  a 
disagreement  and  substantial  victory  for  the  defense. 

General  Tracy  was  recently  appointed  by  Governor  Morton  one  of 
the  nine  commissioners  to  draft  a  charter  for  the  Greater  ISTew  York, 
and  by  his  colleagues  was  unanimously  chosen  as  president  of  this 
commission. 

|RUAX,  CHAELES  HENRY  (born  in  Durhamville,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  October  31,  1846),  is  the  son  of  Henry 
Philip  Truax  and  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Shaffer,  of 
Columbia  County,  New  York,  and  sister  of  the  well-known 
lawyer  of  this  city,  the  late  Chauncey  Shaffer.  He  is  lineally  de- 
scended from  Philippe  du  Trieux,  one  of  the  French  Walloons  who 
were  the  first  settlers  in  New  Amsterdam.  He  came  over  in  1623  and 
was  court  messenger  under  Governor  Peter  Minuet. 

Judge  Trtiax  attended  the  public  schools,  Vernon  Academy,  Oneida 
Seminary,  and  Hamilton  College,  leaving  the  latter  the  first  term  of 
the  junior  year.  He  subsequently  received  the  degrees  of  master  of 
arts  and  doctor  of  laws  from  Hamilton  College.  In  1868  he  came  to 
New  York  City  and  studied  law  with  his  uncle,  Chauncey  Shaffer,  and 
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belorc  ;i  yc:ir  Inid  elapsed  was  ailiiiilti'il  to  IIh-  liar  and  entered  into 
active  practice  with  Ins  uncle.  He  enjoyed  a  siiccessfid  l)iisiness, 
exhihitiiiu"  marked  ability  in  liti^-ated  cases,  while  at  the  same  time 
devciopiiin'  the  judicial  temperament  which  has  characterized  him  on 
the  bench. 

In  1880  he  was  elected  a  judge  of  the  Superior  (Jourt  of  the  city  of 
New  York  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  exi)iring  in  1894.  His 
more  notable  decisions  include  the  cases  of  AVilliams  vs.  The  Western 
Union  'Pclcgraiih  Coni])any,  continuing  the  right  of  corporations  to 
consolidate  and  issue  n(>\v  stocks,  and  Abendi'oth  r.v.  New  York  Ele- 
vated Railway  Comiiany.  involving  important  questions  affecting  the 
rights  of  owners  of  real  estate  to  recover  damages.  After  his  retire- 
ment from  tilt'  biMich  in  1SU4  Judge  Truax  resumed  the  practice  of  law 
in  association  with  his  brother,  Chauncey  S.  Truax. 

Tn  tlie  fall  of  J 8'.).')  he  was  elected  to  the  Sujjreme  Court  of  the  tir.st 
judicial  district  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  beginning  with 
January  1,  1896.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention 
of  the  State  in  1894. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  and  New  York  Athletic  clubs  and 
the  Holland  and  Saint  Nicholas  societies.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Mott 
Memorial  Library.  He  gave  a  library  of  1,2.50  volumes  to  Hamilton 
College,  yet  remains  the  })ossessor  of  a  choice  private  library,  contain- 
ing about  ten  thousand  volumes. 


RFAX.  CHAUNCEY'  SHAFFER  (born  in  DurhamviUe,  New 
Voik.  March  11,  1854),  is  the  son  of  Henry  Philip  Truax  and 
Sarali   Ann   Shaffer,  whose  brother  was  the  late  Chauncey 
Slialfer,  one  of  the  most  able  and  eloquent  lawyers  of  the  city 
of  New  Y'ork.' 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Oneida 
Seminary,  and  in  1875  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  with  high 
honors,  and  awarded  the  prize  for  oratory  on  commencement  day.  In 
1877  he  was  graduated  fi'om  Columlna  College  Law  School,  and  about 
the  same  time  received  the  appointment  of  instructor  in  international 
and  commercial  law  at  Robert  College,  Constantinople,  being  recom- 
mended for  tiiat  position  by  the  president  and  faculty  of  Hamilton 
College. 

In  this  institution,  sometimes  styled  "  the  Oxford  of  the  Orient," 

'  The  illriTt  lino  of  descent  is  as  follows  :  Philippe  17,  ISOS,  lived  near  Schenectady,  married  June  16,  1750. 

Du  Trieux  ',   Walloon,  born   1585,  court  marshal  in  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Johannes  Wyn^-aard  of  Albany; 

New  Amsterdanun  lias,  married  to  Susanna  duChiney;  Isaac  Truax ',  of  Schenectady,  born  October  i6,  17.'')9, 

Isaac  du  Trieux  =,  baptized  in  New  Amsterdam  April  ^'1,  died  October  9,  1,S14.  married  to  Catherine  Dochsteder; 

lorj,  settled  in  UoderJum.  New  York,  married  Maria,  Ilendrik  Truax*,  born  February  2^,  179',;.  ^\ho  removed 

daughlerof  William  Hrouwerof  Albany;  Jacob  Truax',  toVernon;    Henry  Philip  Truax ',  of  Vernon,  Oneida 

baptized  October  9,  1094,  lived  near  Schenectady,  mar-  County,  New  York,  married  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of 

tied  July 'll,  17-.'l,  10  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Oillisde  Gilbert  Shallcr,  oH'olumbitt  County,  New  York;  Chaun- 

la  Grange;  Isaac  Truax  *,  born  May  8,  172«,  died  April  cey  Shaffer  Truax  «,  of  New  York  City. 
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designed  to  afford  Eastern  students  the  same  educational  advantages 
provided  by  the  universities  of  Western  Europe  and  America,  and 
from  which  have  been  graduated  the  men  who  now  control  the  destiny 
of  Bulgaria,  Mr.  Truax  was  a  professor,  and  at  the  same  time  continued 
his  own  studies  in  Roman  law  and  in  ancient  history  in  connection 
with  explorations  on  the  plains  of  Troy  and  other  classic  sites.  Un- 
willing to  abandon  the  i^ractice  of  law,  he  resigned,  however,  and 
returned  to  New  York  in  October,  1878.  He  at  once  commenced  prac- 
tice. In  1890  he  formed  the  firm  of  Truax  &  Crandall.  His  brother 
became  a  member  of  this  firm  during  the  year  1895,  between  his  retire- 
ment from  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court  and  election  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 

In  1884  Mr.  Truax  was  counsel  in  the  litigation  growing  out  of  the 
Williams  Bridge  reservoir,  as  well  as  in  the  litigations  in  1888  in  con- 
nection with  the  construction  of  the  new  aqueduct.  He  also  distin- 
guished himself  as  counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  famous  Jacob-Sire 
suit,  the  Langley  divorce  cases,  the  Adirondack  Railroad  litigation,  and 
the  recent  notable  case  of  Thompson  vs.  Blauvelt,  tried  in  Rockland 
County.  In  the  last  mentioned  action  for  $50,000  damages,  the  court 
denied  the  plaintiff's  novel  claim  that  a  cause  of  action  for  the  alleged 
alienation  of  his  wife's  affections  could  be  mentioned  against  her  pres- 
ent husband — married  to  her  after  she  had  obtained,  under  the  laws  of 
this  State,  an  absolute  divorce  from  the  plaintiff.  He  is  also  counsel 
for  many  large  corporations  and  banking  institutions. 

Mr.  Truax  has  always  retained  his  fondness  for  the  study  of  the 
classical  languages,  and  in  1886  founded  the  Grreek  scholarship  at 
Hamilton  College. 

He  has  often  taken  an  active  interest  in  Democratic  politics.  He 
sjjoke  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  for  Tilden  in  1876.  In  1881  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  convention,  and  in  1888  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  platforms  in  the  convention  which  nomi- 
nated David  B.  Hill  for  governor.  In  1894  he  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  constitutional  convention,  as  was  the  subject  of  the 
sketch  immediately  preceding.  This  was  the  only  instance  where  such 
a  distinguished  honor  was  simultaneously  conferred  upon  two  brothers. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
served  many  years  on  its  committee  on  amendment  of  the  laws;  also 
of  the  Manhattan  Club  and  the  Holland  and  Harlem  societies,  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  latter.  He  is  president  of  the  New  Y^ork 
Alumni  Association  of  Hamilton  College.  In  1886  he  was  married  to 
Alice  M.,  daughter  of  R.  K.  Hawley,  Esquire,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They 
have  tliree  childi'en. 
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JYLER,  MASON  \\'  1 1 ITING  (born  at  Amherst,  MMssacliuselts, 
.Tuiio  17,   IS-l(i),   is   ihr  son  of  William  Spymoiir  Tyler.and 
Aiiiflia  Oudcii  Wiiiliim'.     His  father  was  ijrol'essor  of  Greek 
ill  AiiilitTsi  Collf-v.     His  iiiol  her  was  a  great-granddaughter 
of  111.'  fainniis  .loii:iili;iii    Ivlw :inls.      He  is  also  a  lineal  <li'sc('iidant  of 
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Captain  John  Mason  of  Peqnot  War  fame  and  of  Governor  AVilliam 
Bradford,  of  Plymouth  Colony.  He  was  educated  at  Amherst  Acad- 
emy and  Williston  Seminary,  and  at  Amherst  College,  from  which  he 
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was  graduated  in  1862,  three  years  later  receiving  the  degree  of  master 
of  arts. 

During  the  Civil  War  he  served  in  the  Thirty- seventh  Massachusetts 
volunteers,  holding  every  commission  from  second  lieutenant  to  col- 
onel, and  participating  in  over  thirty  battles,  including  Fredericks- 
burgh,  Marye  Heights,  Salem  Church,  Gettysburg!!,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run,  the  Wilderness  campaign,  Spottsylvania,  IN'orth 
Anna,  Petersburgh,  Weldon  Railroad,  Fort  Stevens,  Charleston,  Ope- 
quan,  Winchester,  and  forts  Steadman  and  Wadsworth.  Coming  to 
New  York  City  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  spent  one  year  in  the  Co- 
lumbia College  Law  School,  and  three  years  in  the  office  of  Evarts, 
Southmayd  &  Choate,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in 
October,  1866.  In  1869,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tremain  &  Tyler,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  General  H.  E.  Tremain,  which  continued 
until  1893,  when  with  John  S.  Durand  he  formed  the  firm  of  Tyler  & 
Durand. 

He  personally  conducted  the  suit  of  Marie  ?w.  Garrison,  in  which 
one  million  dollars  were  recovered,  wdiile  his  firm  were  also  attorneys 
for  the  importers  in  the  famous  "  hat  trimmings"  cases — Hartranft»s. 
Langfield  (125  U.  S.  R.  128),  and  Robertson  vs.  Edelhoff  (132  U.  S.  R. 
614).  They  Avere  also  counsel  in  the  treaty  cases  in  which  the  import- 
ers sued  to  recover  duties  paid  upon  sugar  imported  from  countries 
with  %vhich  the  United  States  had  treaties  of  commercial  alliance  con- 
taining the  equality  of  duties  clause,  which  clause  the  importers 
claimed  operated  to  make  sugar  imported  from  those  countries  free 
after  the  United  States  had  made  a  treaty  admitting  free  sugar  im- 
ported from  the  Sandwich  Islands  (Whitney  vs.  Robertson,  124  U.  S.  R. 
190).  He  acted  as  counsel  for  the  appellants  and  argued  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  the  removal  cases,  which  determined  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  under  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3,  1875  (100  U.  S.  R.  457).  He  was  likewise  counsel  in 
the  case  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  vs.  Ketchum  (101  U.  S.  R.  289),  and 
various  other  cases  argued  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Plainfield,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  has  his  residence,  from  1877  to  1880,  a  member  of  the  Plain- 
field  board  of  education  from  1885  to  1890,  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Plainfield  public  library  from  1880  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  He  is  now  president  of  this  board,  and  president  of  the 
Charity  Organized  Aid  Association  of  Plainfield.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Colonial  Wai's  and  of  the  Mayflower  Descendants. 
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NTKU\rKYP:R,  SAMUEL  (born  in  Lyncliburgli,  Virginia, 
Miircli  'i,  isr)8),  is  the  son  of  Tsidoi'  :iiul  Tlierese  I'nternieyer. 
Ills  i'atliei'  was  a  \'irginia  st'ttlcr  and  t()l)acco  planter  who 
lost  everything  Ihrougli  loyalty  to  the  Confederacy,  and  died 
upon  the  receijit  of  the  news  of  Lee's  sni'riMider.  Tlis  mother  converted 
the  remnants  of  her  i)ro2)erty  and  came  with  lier  six  children  in  1808 
to  New  York,  where  she  supported  and  educated  her  family  1>>  her 
unaided  efforts.  >[)■.  I'nternieyer  was  educated  at  tlie  public  schools 
of  this  city,  attended  a  single  year  at  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  entering  liis  brother's  law  office  and  attending  the  Coluiubia 
College  Law  School  was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  187s,  and 
atlmitted  to  the  bar  the  following  year. 

He  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of  law  by  himself,  and  at  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  had  been  engaged  in  some  of  the  most  important  liti- 
gations. In  the  Bauer  and  Betz  case  the  principle  was  established 
that  a  lawyer  who  advises  a  partner  to  issue  partnership  paper  in 
violation  of  the  partnership  obligations,  with  a  view  of  converting  the 
proceeds  to  his  own  use,  is  guilty  of  conspiracy  and  liable  for  all  the 
damages  suffered  by  the  aggrieved  party.  In  this  case  the  lawyer  was 
held  liable  for  upward  of  $52,000  for  conspiracy.  He  was  also  counsel 
for  the  English  syndicates  that  were  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
purchase  of  our  largest  breweries,  steel  works,  and  other  industrial 
enterprises.  It  was  through  his  energies  that  these  investments  were 
inaugurated  and  have  been  continued.  He  also  organized  many  of  the 
largest  home  trusts  and  trade  combinations  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  has  been  for  many  yeai-s  the  counsel  of  such  corporations. 
As  counsel  for  the  National  Wall  Paper  Company,  a  consolidation  of 
the  wall  paper  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  he  successfully 
defended  that  corporation  from  the  attacks  made  upon  its  legality 
under  the  antitrust  laws. 

Other  important  litigations  under  the  anti-trust  laws  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  include  the  whiskey  trust  case,  and  the  action 
against  the  Central  Stanijiing  Company,  a  combination  of  manufact- 
urers of  tinware,  in  which  he  succeeded  in  maintaining  a  suit  in  the  name 
of  the  attorney-general  enjoining  the  further  continuation  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  corporation.  He  also  represented  the  brewers'  associations 
throughout  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  attack  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  Raines  liquor  tax  law. 
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AN  BRUNT,  CHARLES  H.  (born  in  Bay  Ridge,  Long  Island, 
in  1836),  is  descended  from  an  old  Holland  family.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York  in 
1856,  and  studying  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Leonard  and 
Governor  John  T.  HoflEman  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1860.  He  con- 
tinued with  this  firm  as  confidential  clerk,  and  later  as  a  partner.  He 
was  at  one  time  counsel  to  the  city  chamberlain. 

In  1869  lie  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to 
succeed  Judge  Brady,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  1870  lie  was  elected  to  succeed  himself  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years.  lu  1883  he  was  elected  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  now  pre- 
siding justice  of  the  appellate  division  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
first  judicial  district  created  by  the  Constitution  of  1896. 

Judge  Van  Brunt  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  and  Lotus  clubs 
and  the  Saint  Nicholas  Society,  and  one  of  the  council  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  Citj'  of  New  Yoi'k.  He  has  been  twice  married.  His  only 
son,  Arthur  H.  Van  Brunt,  is  a  lawyer  engaged  in  practice  in  this  city. 

"  Judge  Van  Brunt  has  been  conspicuous  for  promptitude,  energy, 
industry,  and  extraordinary  facility  in  dispatching  business  with 
rapidity." ' 

ANDER  VEER,  FRANK  FILLMORE  (born  at  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  March  8,  1848),  is  the  son  of  Lloyd  Vander  Veer  and 
Cornelia  A.,  daughter  of  Cornelius  Ten  Broeck  Beekman,  and 
is  of  Dutch  and  Huguenot  descent.  His  mother  was  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Beekman  for  so  many  generations  prominently 
identified  with  New  York  City.  Tlirough  his  father  he  is  sixth  in 
direct  line  from  Cornells  Jansen  Van  der  Veer,  ~  of  Hamsflete,  in 
North  Holland,  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  the  ship  Ottar  in 
February,  1659.= 

Mr.  Vander  Veer  was  educated  in  private  schools  and  academies  in 
Camden  and  Philadelphia,  being  graduated  fi-om  the  Friends'  Central 
High  School  in  the  latter  city  in  June,  1866.  He  matriculated  in  the 
junior  class  of  Princeton  College,  but  circumstances  did  not  permit 
him  to  finish  the  course.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with  John  B. 
Colahan,  then  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Philadelphia  bar,  and  by 
special  order  of  the  court  was  examined  for  admission  to  practice  in 
March,  1869,  six  months  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  study 
rigorously  required  by  law.    He  was  one  of  two  candidates  who  passed 

'  Brooks'  "  History  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,"  der  Veer  *,  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  New  Jersey 

page  104.  of  his  generation,  who  married  Marie  Merlett,  of  French 

2  The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows  :  Cornells  Jansen  descent,  manumitted  his  slaves,  more  than  one  hundred 
Van  der  Veer  *,  who  married  Gillis  di?  Jlandeville,  of  a  in  number,  and  died  in  1837  ;  Lloyd  Vander  Veer '',  sur- 
noble  French  family  early  settled  in  the  colony  of  New  veyor  and  conveyancer,  lawyer,  merchant,  and  pub- 
York  ;  Cornells  Cornelissen  Vander  Veer  ^ ;  Peter  Van-  lisher  of  Philadelphia,  who  in  1839  married  Cornelia  A., 
der  Veer  3,  born  1720,  who  in  1761  removed  to  Mont-  daughter  of  Cornelius  Ten  Broeck  Beekman,  of  Prince- 
gomery.  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  a  leading  citizen,  ton,  New  Jersey,  and  died  November  1,  1880;  Frank 
married  Jane  Schenck,  and  died  in  1777  ;  GarrettjVan-  Fillmore  Vander^'eer  s,  of  New  York  City. 
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tlic  cxaniiuiitioii.  ;iiiil  \v;is  riiiiii;ill y  ;iiliiiil Ird  to  t lie  h.-ir  September  27, 
lsr,',i.  III.  \\:is  ;i(liiii(ti'(l  to  the  Illinois  bar  Novniilx-r  :'.,  ISdll,  and  to 
tliL-  .New  \nvk  har.  at  i')idoklyii,  l>cccnil)cf  !•!,  jsTl.  and  IVoin  the  lat- 
ter date  was  coiil  iniioiisly  i'iii;a,i;-i'(l  in  ]iiai'tic('  in  this  city  nntil  iil- 
hcallh    I'diccd    hill'    lu   iviiiv  in    ISS'.t.      lie   traveled  with  his  I'aniily  ill 
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Mexico,  the  West    Indies,  Hurope,  northern  Africa  and  Asia,  resuming 
practice  in  May,  1805. 

In  isTl  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Tlonorable  John  P.  O'Neil, 
formerly  district  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  this 
association  continuing  until  the  appointment  of  Mr.  O'Neil  to  the 
receivership  of  the  Continental  Life  Insurance  Company.     In  May, 
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1875,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Honorable  Delano  C.  Calvin, 
vrhich  was  terminated  the  following  j'ear  by  the  appointment  and  sub- 
sequent election  of  Mr.  Calvin  as  surrogate. 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  practice  Mr.  Vander  Yeer  gave  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  administration  of  estates,  attaining  great  pro- 
ficiency in  this  department,  his  counsel  being  frequently  sought  by 
members  of  the  profession.  During  the  last  decade  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  corporation  practice.  He  has  appeai'ed  in  important  cases 
for  five  different  railroad  companies  and  is  counsel  for  about  a  score  of 
corporations.  He  was  attorney  and  counsel  of  Benjamin  F.  Beekman, 
receiver  of  the  Union  Square  National  Bank,  which  suspended  pay- 
ment December  13,  1871,  all  the  affairs  of  which  were  settled  in  less 
than  two  years,  with  a  dividend  to  the  stockholders  after  the  payment 
in  full  with  interest  of  all  depositors  and  claims  of  creditors. 

An  interesting  case  was  that  of  the  Ambrose  LigJit  (Federal  Re- 
porter, Vol.  XXV.,  page  -±08),  a  Philadelphia  ship  pressed  into  service 
in  1885  by  the  revolutionists  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and 
subsequently  captured  by  the  United  States  steamship  Alliance, 
brought  to  New  York,  and  confiscated  as  a  pirate  by  decision  of  the 
prize  court,  the  officers  and  crew  being  held  prisoners  in  Ludlow  Street 
jail.  The  release  of  the  latter  Mr.  Vander  Veer  secured  by  lidbeas 
corpus,  and  instituted  a  successful  proceeding  in  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  reversal  of  the  finding  of  the  prize  court  and 
restitution  of  the  vessel,  maintaining  that  the  Ambrose  LigM  was  as 
clearly  exempt  from  seizure  as  were  the  privateers  sailing  under  au- 
thority of  the  de  facto  government  of  the  American  colonies  during 
the  Revolubion.  The  careful  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Brown  sustained 
this  view,  establishing  a  precedent.  He  was  also  counsel  for  the  Mer- 
chants Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  Doc- 
tor Henry  Huling  for  insurance  fraud  through  the  pretended  death  of 
his  niece,  Louisa  Germ,  the  coffin  when  exhumed  being  found  weighted 
with  bricks  in  place  of  a  corpse.  The  girl  had  successfully  simulated 
death,  di'essed  in  a  shroud,  with  her  face  painted  and  powdered,  under 
the  scrutiny  of  neighbors  and  friends.  He  was  counsel  for  Bishop 
Healj^  in  the  Caroline  Merrill  will  contest.  He  was  also  one  of  three 
attorneys  of  Tammany  Society  in  the  injunction  brought  against  that 
organization  by  Hubert  O.  Thompson.  Not  approving  of  the  line  of 
defense,  he  withdrew  fi-om  the  case,  but  secured  a  reversal  on  the  ap- 
peal made  by  his  advice  before  General  Term,  preparing  the  brief  and 
making  the  argument. 

Mr.  Vander  Veer  is  president  of  the  New  York  College  of  Dentistry, 
and  was  formerly  president  and  is  still  a  trustee  and  counsel  of  the 
American  Veterinary  College.  He  was  also  president  and  is  trustee 
and  counsel  of  the  American  Veterinary  Hospital.  He  is  an  officer  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  University  Place  Presbyterian  Church,  for 
several  years  was  a  trustee  of  St.  John's  Guild,  is  a  knight  of  Coeur 
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(Ic  I, ion  <  'oiiiiiiiintli'iy  :niil  an  oHiccr  of  ol  Iut  iiiasoiiir  l)odies.  lie  was  a 
iiiriiiliiT  of  I  lie  ((miniittrr  oT  oiH'  liiiiidred  citizens  appointed  by  Mayor 
(iilioy  to  ivci'ivt'  l'ori'ii;n  diunilaiii's.  iiichidin,<r  Princess  Euialia,  In- 
I'aiita  of  Spain,  aiul  tlic  Duke  d'Aosta.  in  ISSC  lie  received  tlie  degree 
of  master  of  alls  fiuni  tiie  University  of  tlie  State  of  New  Yorli,  and 
in  isss  was  decoratrd  witli  tip'  Ordei'  of  Bolivar  by  tlie  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  the  rnitiMl  States  of  \Ciif/,iiela,  at  the  instance  of  (Tcneral 
(iii/.inan  Ulanco,  whose  coiiiisrl  and  adviser  he  had  iiccn.  lie  is  a 
int'iiibcr  of  ihr  City  and  State  liai- associations  and  the  Aniciican  I?ar 
Association,  lb'  is  a  chartri'  member  of  the  Lawyers'  Club  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  tiif  Holland  Society.  He  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Manhattan  Club  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  Colonial  Club, 
although  his  other  (dub  niend)er.ships  were  resigned  when  entering 
ui)on  liis  extended  travels  abroad. 


AX  nOF.SEX.  GEORGE  i\r.  (born  in  New  York  City),  is  of 
an  old  Holland  family.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  studied  law  in  the  State 
and  National  Law  School  at  Ponghkeepsie,  New  York,  be- 
coming also  instructor  on  i)leadings  and  evidence  in  that  institution. 
lie  engaged  in  the  i)ractice  of  law  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  until  the  Civil 
War.  when  he  was  c(miniissi(med  caiitain  of  an  Iowa  company.  He 
was  j)romoted  to  major  for  gallantry  at  Shiloh,  and  served  as  provost- 
marshal  for  the  department  of  the  Mississippi,  participating  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksbnrg. 

After  the  war  he  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law  in  New 
York  (Mty.  In  JSiJti  he  drew  up  tlie  original  legislative  bill  for  an  ele- 
vated railway,  gave  the  name  "  elevated"  to  the  proposed  structure  in 
place  of  "aerial,"  suggested  by  others.  He  was  elected  to  the  bench 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  served  out  his  term,  retiring  in 
18S9.  After  his  retirement  he  resumed  the  ]iiactice  of  law,  which  he 
has  followed  since. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Holland  Trust  Company,  was  a  founder  and 
one  of  the  presidents  of  the  Holland  Society,  was  first  president  of  the 
Beta  Psi  Club  upon  its  organi/ation  in  1SS2,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Manhattan  Clid)  and  the  Saint  Nicholas,  New  York  Historical, 
and  .Vmerican  Geographical  societies. 


AN  NEST.  GEOHGE  AVILLETT  (born  in  New  York  City\ 

is   tlie   son  of    llevereiid   Abraham    Pynier  Van  Nest  and 

Margaret   ^Villett.    and    is    descended    from  distinguished 

Dutch,  Huguenot,  and  English  ancestry,  some  of  whom  are 

mentioned  in  Volume  V.  of  the  "  Memorial  History  of  the  City  of  New 

York." 

Mr.  Van  Nest  was  educated  by  private  tutors,  and  ti-aveled  in  Europe 
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with  his  parents  from  1863  to  1 870.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1874  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1876.  He  also 
studied  law  with  the  New  York  firm  of  Scndder  &  Carter,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1882,  since  which  time  he  has  continuously 
practiced  in  New  York  City.  He  has  been  connected  with  various 
important  cases,  among  which  the  following  were  some  of  those  argued 
in  the  Court  of  Ajipeals  :  Kane  vs.  Manhattan  Elevated  Eailroad  Com- 
pany (125  N.  Y.  185) ;  Kernochan  vs.  New  York  City  (128  N.  Y.  559) ; 
Kearney  vs.  Metropolitan  Elevated  Railroad  Company  (129  N.  Y.  76) ; 
Stevens  vs.  New  York  City  (130  N.  Y.  95);  Minton  vs.  Manhattan 
Elevated  Railroad  Company  (139  N.  Y.  832) ;  New  Y'ork  National  Ex- 
change Bank  vs.  Metropolitan  Elevated  Railroad  Company  (108  N.  Y. 
660)  ;  Sears  vs.  Metropolitan  Elevated  Railroad  Company  (129  N.  Y. 
647) ;  Gillespie  vs.  Weinberg  (148  N.  Y.  238);  the  case  of  the  National 
Exchange  Bank  vs.  the  Metropolitan  Company  was  the  first  in  which 
the  court  found  fee  damage  in  equity  actions  against  the  elevated  rail- 
road companies,  and  it  became  the  precedent  for  all  other  similar  cases. 
Mr.  Van  Nest  was  co-editor  with  Arthur  E.  Sedgwick  of  the  seventh 
edition  (1880)  of  Theodore  Sedgwick's  "Measure  of  Damages."  He 
is  also  author  of  an  article  on  the  "  Impeachment  of  Judicial  Officers 
Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  "  {American  Law  Heview, 
November,  1882).  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Democratic 
Club  of  New  York  City,  was  treasurer  of  the  Lawyers'  Cleveland  Club 
in  1884,  has  been  a  member  of  the  committee  of  grievances  of  the 
Association  of  the  Bar,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  governing  boards 
of  several  social  clubs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University,  Metropol- 
itan, Downtown,  and  Harvard  clubs,  and  the  Saint  Nicholas  and 
Holland  societies. 


AN  SLY'CK,  GEORGE  WHITFIELD  (born  in  Kinderhook, 
New  Y^ork,  in  July,  1842),  is  the  son  of  Hugh  Van  Slyck  and 
Orminta  M.  Pulver,  and  is  of  Holland  descent,  the  first 
American  ancestor  coming  from  Holland  in  1640.  His  father 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  and  conspicuous  for  jDublic  spirit.  His 
brother,  the  late  Colonel  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  was  a  leader  of  the 
Rhode  Island  bar. 

Mr.  Van  Slyck  for  several  years  attended  the  Kinderhook  Academy, 
completed  his  collegiate  ^preparatory  studies  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  and  entered  Williams  College  in  1859.  In  1862  he  organized 
Company  E  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  New  Y^oi'k  volun- 
teers, and  went  into  the  service  of  his  country.  During  the  first  part 
of  the  war  he  was  with  his  regiment  in  Louisiana,  and  participated  in 
the  campaign  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson. 
Subsequently  he  was  detached  from  his  regiment  and  served  upon  the 
staffs  of  various  generals  until  the  termination  of  the  war.     He  was 
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iil'IcrwMid  (•(iiiiH'clrd  willi  llii'  New   Vdik  N.-ilioii.-il  (iiuird,  liciiii;' on  the 
stair  (if  (iciMTal  Sliali'i'. 

Al'tvr  llii'  war  lie  sliidii'il    law  al    Alliaiiy  willi   .liidu-c  .Iciliii  II.  Key- 


£^, 


G^4^_^ 


Holds,  was  gTaduated  from  tlie  Albany  Law  School,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Soon  after  his  admission  he  leinoved  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession. 
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He  has  been  active  in  politics  in  connection  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  seventy  organized 
against  the  Tweed  times  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Manhattan,  University,  and  Lawyers'  clubs, 
was  one  of  the  live  foiinders  of  the  Holland  Society,  and  is  a  member 
of  various  literary  and  scientiiic  societies.     He  has  never  been  married. 


?|AN"  VECHTEN,  FRANCIS  HELME  (born  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  July  26,  1856),  was  the  son  of  Jiinius  R.  and 
Helen  C.  Van  Vechten.  His  ancestors  settled  at  Fort  Orange, 
now  Albany,  in  1631.  His  great-gi'andfatlier  was  the  well- 
known  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  styled  "  the  father  of  the  New  York 
bar."  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Ten  Broeck  Van  Vechten,  was  a  promi- 
nent lawyer  of  Albany,  and  for  many  years  Grand  Master  Mason  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  His  father,  though  educated  for  the  bar, 
never  practiced,  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Van  Vechten  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  the 
Polytechnic  Institute  of  the  same  city,  and  at  the  academy  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut.  He  was  prepared  to  enter  Williams  College,  but  his 
father's  business  reverses  compelled  him  to  seek  employment,  and 
during  the  next  eight  years  he  was  connected  with  New  York  daily 
newsjiapers,  from  police  conrt  reporter  to  managing  editor.  He 
studied  law  with  Honorable  A.  N.  Weller  and  Charles  Crary,  author 
of  Crary's  "  Special  Proceedings,"  meantime  taking  a  two  years'  course 
at  the  Columbia  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar 
by  examination  in  1878. 

Mr.  Van  Vechten  commenced  practice  in  New  York  City,  but  for  the 
last  nine  years  his  practice  has  been  almost  exclusively  in  the  second 
judicial  department.  He  has  appeared  in  many  important  cases  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  Queens  County.  He  represented  the  county  in  the 
matter  of  bonding  the  town  of  Jamaica  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  road  imiDrovements,  and  Avon  the  case  both  in 
General  Term  and  the  Court  of  Appeals.  He  defended  the  same 
county  in  some  thirty-three  actions  for  damages  aggregating  over 
$200,000,  for  injuries  to  various  persons  by  the  breaking  of  tempoi'ary 
foot-bridges  across  Newtown  Creek,  and  has  successfully  established 
the  law  that  a  county  is  not  liable  in  damages  for  injuries  caused  by 
the  nonfeasance  or  misfeasance  of  its  board  of  supervisors.  He  has 
also  appeared  in  numerous  election  litigations  since  the  passage  of  the 
first  ballot  law  in  1890.  These  cases  include  that  of  Sandford  vs. 
Patrick  J.  Gleason  in  1893  ;  the  litigation  concerning  the  proper  form 
of  ballots  to  be  used  at  the  general  election  of  1895,  in  which  he  was 
counsel  for  the  county  clerk  of  Queens ;  the  recent  election  case  of 
Hirsh  vs.  Keogh,  in  which  he  was  counsel  for  Judge  Keogh  and  Mr. 
Gleason,  and  the  recent  election  contest  by  means  of  which  Mr.  Glea- 
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son    was   linnlly   inslallnl    as    mayor  of    Ijuiil;'    Island    City   .laiiiiary   I, 
IS'.h;. 

Mr.  \'mii  Nt'clitcu  lias  bvvn  idciililicd  willi  nearly  all  Hie  |iiililii- 
indvcniciits  in  Queens  County  since  1890,  sec  mi  ii^;-  (lie  macadainizin^- 
of  a  lai-,!;e  luiniher  of  its  liiiiliwiiys.  iuul  was  connscl  of  the  conniiission- 
t'l-s  supervising-  sucli  roads  in  tlie  town  of  .laniaica.  lie  was  counsel 
of  tlu'  hoard  of  sujjervisors  of  Queens  County  for  four  years,  and  was 
the  autiu>rof  tlie  tax  arrears  act  in  its  liearin^s  upon  the  county,  draft- 
inir  tlie  hill. 


.VN  WYCK,  K()I'>KRT  ANDKJJSON  iImhii  in  New  York 
City.  .Inly  -'o,  184!)),  is  the  sou  of  ilie  late  William  \:\u 
Wyck  and  livdia  Anderson  Maverick,  and  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendaiii  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Cornelius  Barents 
\'an  Wyck,  who  came  to  New  Xerheilands  from  tile  town  of  Wyck, 
Holland,  in  !(>.")().  and  was  married  to  Ann,  daughter  of  Reverend 
Johannes  'riieodorns  Polhenius,  the  first  Dutch  Kefornied  minister  in 
Kings  County.  The  \aii  Wycks  have  heen  connected  hy  intermar- 
riage with  nearly  all  the  notahle  old  families  of  X(>w  York,  including 
those  of  \  an  Rens.selaer.  \  an  Cortlandt,  J5ecknian,  Livingston,  (Gard- 
iner, ilaniilton,  Seyiuour.  and  Yan  Vechten.  A  Netherland  hrancli  of 
the  family  has  ll()nri>lied  contemporaneously  with  the  stem  trans- 
])lanted  to  New  Netherlands,  hearing  to  this  day  the  coat  of  arms 
hrougiit  over  liy  the  original  emigrant  and  u.sed  hy  his  American 
descendants.  Judge  Van  Wyck  was  named  for  his  great-grandfather, 
(Teiieral  Koliert  Anderson,  of  South  Carolina,  a  distinguished  army 
otlicer  in  the  Ke\olntion.  lie  is  also  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  John  Maverick,  who  settled  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, in  1(W(),  and  whose  hrother.  Samuel  Maverick,  settled  near  liostou 
ten  years  latei'.  Ih'  is  a  hrother  of  Judge  .\iigustus  \'an  Wyck,  of 
Brooklyn,  w  Idle  his  father  was  a  lawyer  of  distinction  and  proniiueiit 
uian  of  atlairs  in  New  York  City  ahoiit  sixty  years  ago. 

He  received  his  early  ednoation  in  the  ])nhlic  schools  of  New  York 
City,  and  in  187-2  was  graduated  from  tlu»  Columhia  Colh^ge  Law  School 
as  valedictorian  of  a  cla.ss  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  students. 
After  his  admission  to  the  bar  the  same  year  he  commenced  the  suc- 
cessful practice  of  law.  Subsequently  he  was  elected  a  judge  of  the 
City  Court  of  New  York,  was  made  its  chief  justice,  and  has  been 
successively  re-elected  since.  Over  ninety  per  cent,  of  his  opinions, 
rendered  in  (}eneral  'iVrin,  have  been  reproduced  in  tlie  various  vol- 
umes of  puhlished  reports.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Saint  Nicholas, 
Manhattan,  Democratic,  and  other  leading  clubs  of  the  city,  and  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Holland  Societv. 
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AGNER,  AENOLD  HARRIS  (bom  in  Palatine  Bridge,  New 
Yorli,  July  11, 1831),  is  tlie  son  of  James  Wagner  and  Katlie- 
rine  Dillenbach,  and  is  a  descendant  of  tlie  Wagners  of  the 
Mohawk  Valley  who  were  prominent  in  the  earlyJiistory  of 
the  State,  serving  on  the  committee  of  safety  before  the  Revolution, 


^y^^^^~~^', 
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and  representing  that  section  in  Congress,  Senate,  and  Assembly.  The 
founders  of  the  family  were  sturdy  Lutherans  banished  from  Germany 
to  Holland,  coming  thence  to  America  in  1705,  and  settling  at  first  at 
Livingston  Manor,  and  later,  because  of  British  oppression,  removing 


IIISTOUV    OF    lllK    ItKN'CII    AM)    1!.\K    OF    NKW    VitliK 


380 


to  till'  Moliawk  \'nllfy.  ("oloncl  .l,)li;iiin  I'ctcr  Wiiii'iicr  did  ^^ulhiiit 
service  in  the  bloody  l>iittlc  ;il  Oiiskuiiy.  n  few  luiles  from  I'tifti,  in 
177n,  whicli  eventuated  in  I  lie  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga. 
Senator  Webster  Wagner,  of  i)alace-car  fame,  was  the  uncle  of  Mr. 
AVagnei'. 

After  an  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  in  1849, 
after  the  dcalii  o!'  his  i'allicr,  he  set  out  lor  the  gold-fields  of  California, 
but  on  rcnciiing  New  York  City  was  iiiiluci'(l  to  accept  a  clerkship 
wilii  the  law  linn  of  .\llcii,  Hudson  iV  Canipbcli.  He  completed  his 
studies  undei-  the  tuition  ol'  Mr.  Hudson,  a  forniiT  college  professoi-, 
and  was  adnntlcd  lo  the  New  York  Ikii'  in  Drci'niiifr.  isns,  being  at 
the  time  the  clerk  of  the  (General  Term  of  tiie  Sii])renie  Court.  Mr. 
AVagner's  legal  career  lias  iieen  one  of  close  and  unremitting  a[)plica- 
tion,  liis  extensive  jiract ice  now  covering  a  jjcriod  of  forty-four  years, 
in(duding  the  entire  range  of  the  duties  of  an  attorney  and  couns(dor. 
Of  late  years  his  attention  has  been  given  largely  to  matters  relating 
to  titles,  and  he  is  recognized  as  an  expert  in  that  branch  of  the  law. 
lie  has  never  held  an  elective  office,  but  has  rei)resented  his  party  as 
chairman  of  the  Keiiublican  general  committee  and  as  delegate  to 
conventions. 


ALLACE,  WILLIAM  .IAMES(lH,rn  in  Syracuse,  New  York, 
April  14,  1837),  is  the  son  of  PI  Fuller  Wallace,  lawyer  and 
graduate  fi'oni  Dartmouth  College,  and  Lydia  Wheelwright. 
He  was  jirepared  for  college  by  private  tntors,  studied  law 
with  the  late  Honorable  Thomas  Barlow,  was  gradnated  from  the  LaAv 
School  of  llanulton  College  in  July,  18r)7,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Syracuse  in  A])ril  of  the  following  year.  He  subsequently  received 
the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from  Syracuse  University  and  also  from 
Hamilton  College. 

He  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law  at 
Syracuse,  and  in  1S73  was  mayor  of  that  city.  From  1874  to  lSS2  1ie 
was  United  States  district  judge  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 
Since  188-2  he  has  been  United  States  circuit  judge  for  New  York, 
Vermont,  and  Connecticut.  He  has  delivered  able  opinions  in  a  great 
number  of  the  most  interesting  cases  which  have  been  tried  in  the 
United  States  courts  in  recent  years. 


-VRH,  JOHN  ELLIOTT  (born  in  Sunl.ury,  Liberty  County, 
Georgia.  October  2,  1814),  is  the  son  of  William  AVard  and 
Annie,  daughter  of  Major  Lochlan  Mcintosh.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  academies  in  Sunbury  and  Waltomville,  Georgia, 
and  a  well-known  school  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  entered 
Amherst  College  in  18:51.  but  did  not  graduate.  In  1891  he  received 
the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws.  He  studied  law  in  the  Harvard  Law 
School  and  in   the  office  of  Hall  McAllister,  of  Savannah,  Georgia, 
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being  admitted  to  the  Georgia  bar  in  January,  1835,  before  reaching 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  by  special  act  of  the  legislature. 

He  practiced  law  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  until  1866,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  time  spent  in  the  public  service,  and  since  that  date  has  been 
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in  active  i:)ractice  in  New  York  City.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Georgia 
Assembly,  and  in  1852  its  speaker ;  in  1854  was  mayor  of  the  city  of 
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Savannah  ;  in  ls.")(;  was  pn'siiliiit  ol  t  lie  nal  ional  I  M'tnociatic  convention 
at Ciiiciniiati  ;  was  ])re.si(l<Mii  of  tlir  (  oor-jia  Senate  in  1857 and  1858,an(l 
was  mlMistcitoCliina  from  IS.JSto  l.scu.  hi  lS."i!)  lie  w  itin'sscil  the  battle 
of  tlic  Cliiiifsc  tolls,  wlii'ii  tlie  Englisli  \\i-\f  cxpi'lli'd  and  slaui;lilered, 
and  was  ])resent  w  hen  the  forts  were  retaken  the  following  year. 

In  1S.")-I  and  IS.").'i  Mr.  Ward  was  caittain  of  tlii' Cliatliani  Arlillcrv. 
tlie  oldest  niiiitarv  (nuanizatioii  in  the  L'nited  States,  organized  in 
1780,  as  also  ot  tln'  liisli  .laspiT  (freens,  organized  in  1842. 


AK'KK.N.  IKA  1>k  FOREST  (lu.rn  in  Allniny,  December  31, 
iSlUi,  is  tin-  son  of  Reverend  Ira  I).  Warren,  a  Methodist 
clt'i-gyinan  who  died  in  18()'.>.  and  Kli/,;i  Caldwell,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Warren  family  w  iiich  settled  in  Ko.xbnry, 
Massachusetts,  prior  to  174U.  He  is  one  of  tliree  brothers,  all  of  whom 
are  lawyers,  the  other  two  being  Lyman  Eddy  Warren,  of  New  York 
City,  and  the  late  William  11.  Warren,  of  Cortland,  New  York.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Cazenovia  Semi- 
nary. At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced  teaching  school  during 
the  winter  season,  and  thus  was  enaliled  to  pursue  his  studies  during 
the  summer  montiis.  In  18ol  lie  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  ironoraliie  lloiafio  Rullard  A.  Coi'tland.  Cortland  County, 
New  York,  and  was  admitteil  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1852  and  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Cnited  States,  Ainil  -1,  1872. 

On  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  immediately  came  to  New  York 
City  and  entered  the  ofiice  of  Edward  Sandford,  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  at  tiiai  time.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sandford,  in  1854,  he 
commeiieed  pi  act  ice  on  his  own  account  in  this  city,  and  has  practiced 
coiitiniionsly  since  for  forty-two  years,  lie  has  devoted  himself  exclu- 
sively to  his  profession,  never  iiaving  held  or  sought  any  official  posi- 
tion nor  enjoyed  any  i>olitical  or  court  patronage  of  any  description, 
lie  lias  lieeii  a  successful  lawyer  and  has  been  engaged  in  a  large 
nninlier  of  iiiipoitant  cases,  many  of  which  appear  in  the  reports  of 
this  State  during  the  last  thirty  years. 

He  has  always  extended  a  helping  hand  to  young  men  at  the  bar 
who,  like  himself,  have  started  in  the  profession  without  money  or 
intluence. 


A  H  KEN,  LYMAN  EDDY  (born  at  Cortland,  Cortland  County, 
New  York,  September  4,  1847),  is  the  brother  of  Mr.  L  I). 
Warren  of  the  preceding  sketch.  He  was  educated  at  the 
academy  at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  academy  at 
Cortland,  New  York,  and  studied  law  at  Cortland  with  Horatio  Ballard, 
ex-secretary  of  state.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Binghaniton, 
New  York,  November  it,  I8()8,  and  began  practice  at  Cortland,  after- 
ward i-emoving  to  Ithaca  and  later  to  Auburn,  New  Y'ork.     In  1888, 
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before  lie  removed  to  New  York  City,  he  was  practicing  law  at  Auburn 
as  the  partner  of  ex-Senator  William  B.  Woodin.  He  is  now  the 
partner  of  John  W.  Boothby,  of  New  York  City.  He  was  attorney 
for  the  estate  of  Ezra  Cornell,  founder  of  the  Cornell  University,  and 
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is  the  attorney  for  the  Lee  Arms  Company,  owners  of  the  patents 
covering  the  magazine  rifles  with  which  the  armies  of  the  world  are 
equipped.  He  has  been  called  abroad  to  defend  the  rights  of  this 
company  before  almost  every  European  power. 
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ASIIIUIRN,  JACOB  (bdin   in    Diilrliess  County,  New  York, 
Aiinust  9,  ISnti),   is  the  son   of   .Mori;-;iii   S.   Wiislil)nrn  nnd 
Njincy  C.  \N'ickfs,  l)olli  of  wlioni  were  descended  from  okl 
cdloiiiiil  laniilies  reskling  in  Rhode  Island  and  New  York. 
Anionn'  ills  anccstdrs  were  several  wlin  were  officers  and  soldiers  in  the 


Revolution.  He  was  educated  at  a  local  seminary,  at  the  State  normal 
school  at  Oswego,  and  at  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  in  1881 
entering  the  law  office  of  John  W.  Alexander,  of  Yonkers,  New  York. 
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He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1883,  and  commenced  tlie  practice 
of  law  in  New  York  City. 

In  1891  he  was  appointed  an  assistant  to  District  Attorney  Delancey 
Nicoll,  of  New  York  City,  and  held  that  office  until  1893,  when  he 
resigned  to  accept  an  appointment  as  probate  clerk  in  the  Surrogate's 
Court,  which  position  he  holds  at  present. 

He  is  a  member  of  various  clubs  and  societies,  including  the  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Kevolution,  and  the  Association  of  the  Bar. 


EED,  SMITH  MEAD  (born  at  Belmont,  Franklin  County, 
New  York,  July  26,  1833),  is  the  son  of  Roswell  Alcott 
Weed,  the  family  having  settled  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, early  in  the  history  of  the  colonies.  His  mother  was 
born  at  Plattsburgh,  New  York,  and  was  descended  from  the  Mayhews 
of  Rhode  Island  and  from  General  Roberts  of  Revolutionary  fame 
on  her  mother's  side,  and  from  the  Meads  of  eastern-central  New 
York  on  her  father's  side.  Her  father,  Smith  Mead,  was  for  many 
yeai-s  a  distinguished  and  honored  citizen  of  northern  New  York. 
Mr.  Weed's  parents  returned  to  Plattsburgh,  their  former  home,  in  1839, 
and  there  at  public  and  private  schools  and  at  the  Plattsburgh  Acad- 
emy he  received  his  early  education.  He  was  a  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Plattsburgh,  and  also  in  Boston,  for  several  years  prior  to  1853,  in 
which  year  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  Beck- 
with  &  Johnson,  a  prominent  firm  in  Plattsburgh.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  January  1,  1856,  and  at  once  entered  upon  a  course  of  study 
at  the  law  school  of  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
the  following  year.  He  at  once  became  a  member  of  the  firm  above 
mentioned,  and  practiced  actively  for  three  years.  The  firm  was  then 
dissolved,  and  he  continued  in  practice  alone.  Later  he  came  to  New 
York  City  and  continued  practice  at  Plattsburgh  and  in  New  York 
until  about  1885,  when  he  retired  from  the  active  pursuit  of  his  pro- 
fession and  devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  large  interests  in 
manufacturing,  railroad,  and  other  business  enterprises. 

For  many  years  he  was  the  leading  practitioner  at  the  Clinton 
County  bar,  being  engaged  at  circuit  after  circuit  in  every  case  tried, 
on  one  side  or  the  other.  Oixtside  of  Clinton  County  he  was  engaged 
in  a  large  number  of  important  litigations.  He  was  senior  counsel 
for  the  State  in  the  impeachment  trial  of  Canal  Commissioner  Darn 
before  the  Senate  and  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  1867.  He  also  very 
successfully  repi-esented  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  Tilley  Foster 
iron  mine  case  growing  oixt  of  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  the 
water  supply  of  the  city. 

For  thirty  years  he  has  been  prominent  in  large  business  enterprises 
in  northern  New  York.  He  developed  the  Chateaugay  iron  mines, 
established  the  works,  and  organized  the  present  companies  operating 
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there,  ImiMinir  llic  Chateaugay  Railroad  wliidi  traverses  the  most 
iiiilK)rtaiit  part  ol'  flic  Adiroiidacks.  He  was  also  largely  iustniinciital 
ill  luiiiiiiiit!;  about  the  coiistiuctioii  of  the  J)ela\vare  &  Iludsoii  Jlail- 
load  \\ln<'li  opened  up  to  railroad  communication  the  entire  Chainplain 
valley  on  the  western  side  of  the  lake.  He  has  also  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Nicaragua  canal  enterprise, 
is  largely  interested  in  business  undertakings  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
in  interests  in  nearly  every  State. 

His  political  career  began  as  president  of  the  village  of  Plattsburgh. 
AfttrwMKl  f(.i-  six  terms,  in  the  years  I8O0,  1866,  1807,  1871,  1873,  and 
1874.  he  was  a  member  of  tlif  State  legislature.  lie  was  a  member-at- 
large  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  18(57.  In  1887  he  was  the 
caucus  caiulidatf  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  New  York  Legislature 
for  I'nited  States  Senator. 


1-:LLER.  AlTU'STl'S  NOBLE  (born  in  Chautauqna  County, 
New  York.  December."),  1830),  received  his  early  education  in 
till'  Ki-edonia  Academy,  Chautauqua  County.  Upon  the  00m- 
plilion  of  his  academic  course  he  began  the  stud}'  of  law  in 
the  ollice  of  Snow  &  Morris,  of  Fredonia.  He  was  adnnttedto  the  bar 
in  New  Y'ork  City  in  18(10.  and  in  1803  began  active  practice  here.  In 
1873  he  removed  to  Queens  County,  Long  Island,  where  he  was  soon 
recognized  as  a  leading  member  of  the  bar. 

Among  notable  cases  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  against  eminent 
lawyers  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Bollenian  rs.  Blake  et  al.,  in  which 
he  was  opjiosed  to  F.  K.  Coudei-f.  and  AV right  rs.  Bennett  of  the  New 
York  //(/-(i/i/.  a  libel  case  in  which  he  recovered  a  verdict  for  s2.-),()00, 
the  largest  verdict  for  libel  recorded  in  America  up  to  that  time. 
Among  the  oi)]iosing  counsel  were  Joseph  H.  Choate,  Judge  Strong 
and  John  Tow  nsliend. 

In  iss.")  Mr.  Weller  was  elected  surrogate  of  Queens  County,  but  the 
Court  of  Ajipeals  deciding  that  the  term  of  the  then  acting  surrogate 
held  over  to  I8S7  he  ilid  not  take  otiice.  In  188(i  he  was  again  elected 
surrogate  without  opposition,  and  took  office  January  1, 1887,  bringing 
to  the  bench  a  wide  experience  in  litigation  anil  in  all  branches  of  the 
law. 

In  1873  he  was  married  to  the  daughter  of  ex-Senator  Henry  M. 
Onderdonk.  of  Ohio,  niece  of  William  H.  Onderdcmk,  county  judge 
and  surrogate  of  Queens  County,  and  granddaughter  of  the  famous 
Bishop  Onderdonk  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
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lEKTWORTH,  THOMAS  FENNER  (born  in  South  Berwick, 
Maine,  September  25,  1S45),  is   tlie   son   of    John  Hanson 
Wentworth  and  Judith  Ann  Pottle,  both  natives  of  New 
Hampshire,    where  their    ancestors  had  lived    from  early 
colonial  times.     He  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children.    When  he 


THOMAS   FENNER  WENTWOKTH. 


was  but  a  year  old  the  family  removed  to  Greenland,  Rockingham 
County,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Phillips 
Exeter  Academy  (Exeter,  New  Hampshire),  and  was  graduated  with 
honors  from  Yale  College  in  1868.  Attending  Columbia  College  Law 
School,  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  in  the  spring  of 
1870. 
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He  liiis  i)nic(icc(l  law  in  New  ^drk  City  contiiiiinii.sly  since  except 
wlien  iii)on  the  hciicii.  He  Inis  been  general  eoiiiisel  for  inipoi-fant 
corpora r ions,  inehuliiiM-  Hie  I?Mlt'aio,  lioehester  &  rittsl)ni7,di  llailroad. 
Jle  was  counsel  for  tlie  Manufacturers  and  Mercliants  Bank  some  years 
ago,  and  conducted  the  trial  of  the  Levinson  case  for  eniliezzlenient  of 
the  bank's  funds  in  consiiiracy  with  a  Ixiok-keeper,  obtaining  a  verdict 
for  tlie  bank.  .luly  1,  1M»5,  .Judge  Wentworth  was  appointed  a  city 
magistrate  by  Mayor  Strong.  Although  active  in  Republican  politics 
he  had  never  held  office  prior  to  this  apjiointnient. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  University  ( 'iiil),  the  City  Bar  Association, 
and  till'  i>aw  Institute,  and  was  one  of  those  who  joined  the  Repul)lican 
(!lub  of  tile  City  of  New  York  when  it  was  the  Young  Men's  Repnb- 
lic.-in  Cluii.  In  1884  he  was  one  of  the  vice-jjresidents  of  this  club,  and 
in  1885  was  chosen  its  president  and  re-elected  in  1886.  It  was  during 
his  presi(h'ncy  that  the  club  was  legally  incorporated  as  the  Repnblican 
Clul)  of  the  City  of  New  York,  lie  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
New  York  Association  of  Alumni  of  I'iiillips  Exeter  Academy,  and 
was  its  ])resident  in  188!).  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the  New- 
England  Society.  

HKF.LKK.  EA'ERETT  PEPPERELL  (born  in  New  York  City, 
Marcli  10,  islo),  is  the  son  of  David  Everett  AVheeler  and 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Jarvis,  of  Vermont,  and 
great-granddaughter  of  the  British  general.  Sir  "William 
Pep]iei'en,  the  captor  of  Louisl)urg.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  educated  in  the 
l)ui)lic  schools  of  New  York  and  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  He  was  graduated  from  the  lattei-  in  ISiiB,  subsequently  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  his  father 
in  New  Y'ork  City,  also  spending  two  years  at  Harvard  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  ISoO.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar  in  May.  1801,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  in  this  city,  where  he  has  continued  since. 

His  interesting  cases  include  the  litigation  growing  out  of  the  col- 
lision between  the  Ilarrfxf  Queen  and  the  Arabic,  thequadruplex  case 
involving  thi'  title  to  Edison's  quailruplex  telegraph,  the  Western 
Ihiion  consolidation  cases,  the  cable  railway  litigation,  and  the  Nor- 
maiinid  litigation,  growing  out  of  tlie  quarantine  of  this  steamer 
during  the  cholera  epidendc  of  ls9'J. 

He  is  the  author  of  "The  Modern  Law  of  Carriers,"  "Wages  and 
the  Tariff,"  and  of  numerous  pamphlets  and  addresses  on  the  tariff 
and  civil  service  reform,  lie  assisted  in  framing  the  Pendleton  Civil 
Service  bill  and  the  New  York  civil  service  acts.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  New  York  board  of  education  from  ist"  to  1879,  chairman  of  the 
supervisory  civil  service  boaril  of  New  York  City  from  ISS-i  to  1S89, 
and  commissioner  on  the  Third  and  Ninth  Avenue  elevated  raihvays 
in  1875.     lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of   the  New  York   City  Bar 
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Association,  was  president  of  the  Free  Trade  Club  from  1882  to  1888, 
and  of  the  Reform  Club  in  1889  and  1890.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
foundino-  the  East  Side  House,  a  social  settlement  in  East  Seventy- 
sixth  Street,  New  York  City,  and  the  Webster  free  library  connected 
therewith. 


Of/^M 
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IIITAKKR,  EDWARD  GASCOIGNE  (born  in  New  York 
City,  April  1:3,  ISA^),  is  the  son  of  (ieorge  W.  Whitaker  and 
Catliarine  Alcock,  ol'  Kn.ij:lish  ])arentan:e,  liis  father  l)ein/^ 
liorii  ill  15aiiiiit()ii,  Oxldidshire,  and  liis  motlier  in  Burslem, 
En<?hiii(l.  llisu-randfatlierwas  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker.  He  inherited 
a  len-al  lasle.  Ills  father  hein^;  a  lawyer  praeticing  in  England  before 
coming  to  tiiis  country,  an<l  from  i.sr.l  to  187!)  in  New  York  City.  His 
early  education  was  received  in  an  ordinary  district  school,  which  he 
attended  winters  at  Southamjiton,  Long  Island,  working  on  the  faiTn 
during  the  summer.  lie  afterward  attended  the  academy  at  Southamp- 
ton. Later  he  visited  Germany,  and  entering  the  university  at  Bremen 
was  graduated  in  1ST2.  Returning  to  New  York  City  he  read  law  in 
the  office  of  Charles  Crary,  and  was  adnutted  to  the  bar  in  Pough- 
keejisie  in  May,  1876,  and  immediately  thereafter  commenced  practice 
in  New  York  City. 

lie  soon  established  a  successful  legal  l)usiness.  He  has  been  counsel 
la  many  important  cases— those  of  the  People  vs.  North  River  Sugar 
ReMinng  Comiiany  and  the  People  ex  rel.  Killeen  vs.  Angle  (109  N.  Y. 
ot'>4).  While  not  appearing  as  the  attorney  of  record,  he  wrote  the 
original  oi)inions  upon  which  they  were  founded  and  which  were 
approved  by  the  court.  He  has  given  deep  study  to  special  legal  sub- 
jects. He  is  the  author  of  "Whitaker's  Game  Code,"  containing  the 
game  law  complete,  with  its  history  and  copious  notes  upon  its  inter- 
l)retation,  as  well  as  general  information  upon  the  subject.  He  also 
codified,  revised,  and  drew  entire  the  game  and  fish  law  of  this  State, 
under  appointment  of  the  Legislature  in  1890.  From  1884  to  1891  he 
was  dejiuty  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1888  he 
was  DtMuocratic  candidate  for  the  Assembly  from  the  twenty-third 
district,  but  was  not  elected.  Together  with  the  late  David  Dudley 
PMeld  and  Newton  Fiero,  he  was  the  author  of  the  present  reformed 
system  of  re]iorting  the  court  dciMsions  and  enabling  lawyers  to  get  the 
combined  oliicial  series,  including  statutes,  with  advanced  sheets  ;  and 
also  of  the  ])resent  system  of  examining  students  for  admission  to  the 
bar.  At  the  present  time  he  is  president  of  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association. 

niTNEY,  WILLIAM  COLLINS  (born  in  Conway,  Massachu- 
setts, July  IT),  1841),  is  the  son  of  James  S.  Whitnej-,  at  one 
ti  me  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston.  He  was  graduated  from 
Vale  College  in  lS(!:i,  from  Harvard  Law  School  in  1865, 
continued  the  study  of  law  with  Abraham  R.  Lawrence,  of  New  York 
City,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  engaged  in  practice  in  New  York. 
In  1871  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Young  Men's  Democratic 
Club,  and  was  active  in  the  movement  against  the  Tweed  ring.  Ap- 
pointed corporation  counsel  of  New  York  City  in  1875,  1876,  and  1880, 
he  inaugurated  important  reforms. 
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OOD,  JOSEPH  S.  (born  in  New  York  City,  June  13,  1843),  is 
of  English  ancestry,  of  a  family  for  several  generations  set- 
tled on  Staten  Island.     His  grandfatlier  on  his  mother's  side, 
Simeon  Broadmeadow,  was  an  English  civil  and  mechanical 
engineer  who  came  to  this  country  in  1828,  and  was  naturalized  the 
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siinie  year  by  a  spt-cial  ad  dl'  Congress.  Mr.  Wood  was  i'(|iicatc(l  in 
tli(>  jmblic  scliools  of  New  York  City  and  was  ,icradiiated  I'roni  the 
Collefi'e  of  the  City  of  New  Voriv  witli  lionors  in  18G1.  For  a 
short  time  he  was  a  tutor  in  iiigiier  inatiieniatics  in  the  Cooper  Union 
of  New  York  City,  and  in  December,  1802,  became  the  .superintendent 
of  that  famous  institution,  .lantuiry  1,  18()5,  he  resigned  that  position 
to  become  superintendent  of  public  schools  of  Mount  A'ernon,  New 
York,  being  tlicii  oiUy  twenty-one  years  of  age.  With  this  beautiful 
and  prosperous  suburb  of  New  York  lie  has  ever  since  been  identilied. 
In  IWil)  he  became  interested  in  the  Chruiiiclc,  a  newspaper  publi.shed 
in  ^[ount  Vernon,  and  for  twenty-four  years  was  its  editor  and  propri- 
etor. Through  its  advocacy  of  icforms  and  im])rovements,  and  its 
exposure  of  corrujition  and  rascality  in  public  ollice,  tliis  newspaper 
exerted  a  wide  influence. 

In  1882  ^fr.  Wood  and  iMr.  John  Mullaly  Cone  of  the  editors  of  the 
New  ^'ork  Herald)  organized  tiie  movement  for  the  creation  of  the 
magnificent  system  of  parks  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  Pflhani  Bay  Park  would  ]irobably  not  luive  been  created  but 
for  .Mr.  \Voo(rs  innsonal  insistence.  The  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  divw  up  tiie  original  bill  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  were  afraid  that  an  attempt  to  create  a  great  park  outside 
the  limits  of  the  city  would  cause  the  defeat  of  the  whole  project, 
especially  as  that  park  would  be  the  largest  of  them  all.  They  were, 
liowever,  induced  to  include  it  in  the  bill,  supposing  the  Legislature 
would  strike  it  out.  In  this  expectation,  happily,  they  were  disap- 
pointed, and  Pelham  Bay  Park,  which  is  twice  as  large  as  the  Central 
Park,  and  has  many  miles  of  water  front  on  Long  Island  Sound,  bids 
fair  to  become  the  grandest  park  in  the  world. 

In  1870  Mr.  Wood  resigned  the  superintendency  of  the  scliools  of 
Mount  Wrnon,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law 
School,  lie  formed  a  partnership,  wliich  endured  for  six  years,  with 
one  of  his  fellow-graduates.  Honorable  Isaac  N.  Mills,  who  for  twelve 
years  past  has  been  the  county  judge  of  Westchester.  In  1878  Mr. 
Wood  was  elected  as  one  of  the  three  school  conimis.sioners  of  West- 
chester County,  holding  the  office  for  three  years.  In  1893  he  sold  the 
C/ironicli\  and  has  devoted  himself  exclusively  since  to  his  extensive 
law  practice. 

In  1879  he  was  mai'ried  to  Susy  E.  i\Iixsell,  and  has  two  sons  living. 
His  only  daughter  died  in  the  niutii  year  of  her  age,  in  1891. 
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YCKOFF,  WILLIAM  FORMAL  (born  in  Atlantic  Township, 
Monmoutli  County,  New  Jersey,  April  18,  1858,  is  the  son  of 
Reverend    Jacob    S.  Wyckoff    and    Sarah   H.  H.  Forman. 
Privately  educated  by  tutors  in  his  early  youth,  he  after- 
attended  Rutgers  College,    New  Jersey,  from  which  he  was 


•=r^-  ^r^^. 


graduated  in  1877,  three  years  later  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of 
arts.  In  1879  he  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  College  Law  School, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  May  of  that  year.    He 
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continued  liis  legal  studies,  however,  in  the  office  of  Colonel  . I olm  II. 
Bergen.  In  Miiich,  1881,  he  conmienced  jmietice  on  lii.s  own  account 
in  the  city  of  Bruoklyn,  where  he  ha.s  since  continued. 

Ilis  i>ractice  has  been  largely  in  connection  with  real  estate  law,  and 
his  successful  handling-  of  a  number  of  difficult  (luestions  arising  in 
the  course  of  his  l)usiness  have  brought  him  a  large  clientage.  He  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Jamaica  from  1S8C  to  1890. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  labors  he  is  the  author  of  several  his- 
torical aTul  genealogical  brochures.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Holland 
Society,  the  Third  of  October  Association  of  Leyden,  Holland,  and  for 
twelve  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  domestic  missions  of 
the  Heforined  Church  in  America. 


P     ^^ 


.VCDOXALD,  (JEORGE  ALEXANDER,  is  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander Macdouald  and  .lanet  Campbell  Erskine,  and  is  a 
representative  of  two  Scottish  families  that  for  many  gener- 
ations have  been  distinguished  for  their  soldiers  and  jurists. 
His  great-great-grandfuther.  Captain  Donald  Macdonald,  distinguished 
himself  in  t\w  Canadian  campaign  under  Wolfe  in  1758,  and  was 
twice  severely  wounded.  His  son,  Alexander  Reginald  Macdonald, 
was  prepared  for  the  church  but  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  music 
and  art.  The  latter's  son,  Donald 
(xoi'don  ^facdonald,  was  the  grand- 
father, and  his  son  in  turn,  Alexan- 
der Macdonald,  a  successful  business 
man,  liie  t'allier  of  George  A.  Mac- 
dona  kl. 

He  received  the  degree  of  bachelor 
of  science  in  1891,  and  also  studied 
law  at  Columbia  College  under  the 
late  Tiieodore  ^V.  Dwight.  In  189:^ 
he  was  graduated  from  the  law 
school  of  tlie  University  of  Xew 
York,  being  elected  to  deliver  an  ora- 
tion at  commencement,  and  he  also 
pursued  studi(>s  at  the  (^)lumbia  Col- 
lege Sc-hool  of  Political  Science.  Since 
1892  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  suc- 
cessful ]M-actice  of  law  in  this  city.  '"''''""'  -^'-^^^•^^■'"'«  ^acdoxald. 

Mr.  Macdonakl  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  Club  and  several 
college  fraternities  and  was  president  of  the  Tilden  Democratic  Club. 
He  is  author  of  -a  History  of  the  Tniversity  of  New  York"  and 
"How  Successful  Lawyers  were  Educated""  (New  York,  Banks 
Brothers,  189G).  The  work  last  mentioned  affords  "much  valuable 
information  and  advice  for  the  young  lawyer  just  started  in  practice, 
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as  well  as  for  those  who  are  contemplating  law  as  their  life  work. 
The  second  part  of  the  volume  is  devoted  to  biographies  of  men  emi- 
nent in  the  law.  Among  those  of  whom  we  have  monographs  are 
William  M.  Evarts,  Joseph  H.  Choate,  James  C.  Carter,  Clarence  A. 
Seward,  Charles  L.  Buckingham,  and  others  of  New  York  ;  F.  Carroll 
Brewster,  Henry  C.  Terry,  and  others  of  Philadelphia."  ' 

■  Brooklyn  Citizen,  October  :8,  18D6. 
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